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B. WHAT IS GOD LIKE

(The Attributes of God)

1.
"God is Love"

1.1 The "Love" of God in the Scriptures

1.1.1
The Words used in the Old Testament


"Aheb" (verb) and "Ahabah" (noun) … meaning "Love" . These words occur 248 times.  They are used 67 times of the love between God and man (39 times of God's love to man, 28 times of man's love to God)


"Rahamim" - "Compassions"; "Raham" - "show compassion";

"Rahum" - "compassionate".



These words occur 101 times.  They are used 80 times of God.


"Hanan”, "Be gracious to"; "Hen".. "grace”.

These words occur 144 times.  They are used 56 times of God.


"Hesed" - "Lovingkindness" (A.V.), "Steadfast Love" (RSV), "Love" (NIV).

This word occurs 245 times.  It is used 178 times of God.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Putting all these terms together, how many references are there in the Old Testament to the Love, compassion, or grace of God?

1.2      The word used in the New Testament.

In the New Testament two words principally are used for the concept of love: "phileo” (verb) and the corresponding nouns, and "agape” (noun), "agapao” (verb).  This latter word occurs very little outside the Bible, but comes 317 times in the New Testament where it is used 86 times of God's love to us.

1.3
The "grace" of God (Father, Christ) is referred to more than 115 times.


The Teaching of the Old Testament

 
A basic passage: Exodus 34:6-8

"The Lord, the Lord (Yahweh), the compassionate (‘yaham') and gracious ('hen') God, slow to anger and abounding in love (‘hesed’) and faithfulness” (verse 6).
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To what request of Moses was this God's answer?  Exodus 33:18-23. 

What second aspect of God's character was revealed to Moses that day?    Exodus 34:7b

Which of these aspects does God put first?

Very rarely do the writers of the Old Testament quote one another directly, but this passage is quoted fully or partially at least 6 times: Neh. 9.17; Psalm 86.15; 103.8; 145.8; Jonah 4.2; Mic. 7.18
Look up the reference in Nehemiah 9.17. Write it out.

What is Nehemiah doing when he recalls these words?

In what way did God express these attributes of His character?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Aspects of God's Love.

What do the following verses teach about the love of God?

Psalm 145.8-9, 15-16, 17.

Answer: He is loving towards ……………………………….

Deut. 4.37; 7.6-9

Because God …………. Israel He …………. them and made a ……………....... (verse 9) with them.

What did God most want from His people in return?

Deut. 6.4-5

Answer: ………………………………………………………….

How is this to be expressed? (vs 6)

Psalm 136 contains 26 references to God's love (hesed).  What does it reaffirm?

Answer: God's love is ……………………..

What does God's love move Him to do?

Answer: Because God loves Israel, He ……………………. them

Ezekiel 16 describes in very vivid words how God found Israel as an abandoned baby (16.1-5), adopted, cared for and loved her (16.6-14).

Summarise Israel's response to God's love (vv 15-19)

Read vv 20 to 34 if you have time

What is God's reaction? (vv 38-42)

Will He abandon her forever? (vv42, 59-62)

How does this chapter help us to understand that God can be both loving and angry?

Summarise what you have learned about the love of God from this study.

Contrast what you have learned with popular views of God's love today.

The teaching of the New Testament


"God is ……………………………………. “


Complete the statement according to 1 John 4.8,16


God is three persons

Look at the following verses and complete the sentence below Matt.3.17; 12.18; 17.5; Jn.3.35; 10.17; 15.9; 17.23,24


 .............……………………  loves …………………………………….


 Look at the following statement, and complete the sentence below.  Jn.14.31


..............…………………..  loves ……………………………………


Relationships within the Trinity are characterised by……………………….


Now we look at God's relationship with the world He has made.  We learned from the Old 


Testament that He loves all He has made.


But the New Testament reveals the way in which He shows His love.



God showed His love by………………………………………………………..


 ……………………………………………………………………………………


Look at three (at least) of the following verses and complete the sentence above. Jn.3.16;


1 Jn.3.16; 1 Jn.4 .9,19; Rev.1.5; also Gal.2.20; Eph. 5.2; and Jn. 13.1.


Look up the following references and complete the sentences. (change the form of the sentence if necessary)


Rom.5.8; 1 Jn.4.10; Eph.2.3-4


God's love is ……………………………….


Eph.1.4,5; 2.4ff; Jn.17.6,23;


God's love …………………………………………


Eph.5.25-27; 1 Jn.3.1-3; Rev.1.5.


God's love …………………………………………


Jn.13.34; 15.12; Rom.5.5; Gal.5.22, 1 Jn.3.11-20,24, 1 Jn 4.7 - 5.3.


Because God loves us we ………………………

 
1 Jn.4.19; 5.3; Jn.14.21,23,24. Jn.15.9-11; Eph.3.19


Because God loves us we ……………………..


Heb.12.6


Because God loves us He …………………….. us


Rom.8.35,37, 2 Thess.2.16


God's love ………………………………………….
1.4
God's love demands the response of faith.


In the O.T. God's people are commanded to love Him.  This for the most part, they did not do.


In the N.T. the response to God's love is first that of FAITH. (Jn.3.16; Eph.2.8). Those who accept his love in faith find they cannot but love Him in return.

1.5
God's love is manifested by His Grace.


We cannot conclude this subject without referring to the many uses of the word "grace" in the New Testament, a word which especially emphasises the love of God manifested to undeserving sinners - who indeed deserve the very opposite, i.e. His wrath.


There are only 5 uses of the word "grace" (charis) in the Gospels; 10 in the book of Acts (4.33; 11.23; 13.43; 14.3,26; 15.11,40; 18.27; 20.27,32. e.g. "we believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are." (Acts 15.11)).


In the epistles of Paul there are more than 100 allusions to the grace of God, and 2 Thess.2.16 expresses beautifully the relationship between love and grace:


"May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, Who loved us and by His grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts

2.
"God is Light" (1 Jn. 3.5)

2.1.
The Holiness of God.

"... in Him is no darkness at all".  "Darkness" means "sin" (1 Jn.3.8-10).  
God is without sin. He is "other" than ourselves.  The word "Holy" is used 
to describe this aspect of God's character, so different from ourselves. He is "other" than we are.

2.2. The Words 

The Hebrew word for "holy" in the O.T. is the root form QDSH, "Qadosh" (adjective, 'holy') 116 times, "Qodesh" (noun, 'holiness') more than 400 times, "Qadesh" (verb, 'sanctify', 'treat as holy', 'make holy') 150 times.  The basic idea is that of separation.  That which is holy is separate, set apart.

In the N.T. the words used are "hagios", "hagiosune", and bear exactly the same connotation.

2.3. The Use of the Words 

The word "holy" is used in three ways.

2.3.1.    "God is Holy".  This word alone is sufficient to describe God as separate from us, other than us.  "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts" (Isa.6.3; Rev.4.8).  The word is used on its own to describe the character of God.  He is "The Holy One" (Is.1.4; 5.19,24; 10.20).  He is referred to by this title 29 times in the book of Isaiah.  The New Testament reaffirms His holiness (1 Pt. 1.15).


Write out this verse ………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………

2.3.2.
That which is set apart for God is described as "holy".

What is
"set apart" for God in the following passages?

Exodus 19.23 ……………………………………………………………….

Exodus 19.6 ………………………………………………………………... 

1 Peter 2.9 ………………………………………………………………….

To "sanctify" is to set something or someone apart for God's exclusive use.  This is what is meant when Israel is called a "holy" nation.  The same phrase is applied to the Church of the New Testament (1 Peter 2.9). Believers in the New Testament are called "saints" in this sense.  Paul addresses his letter "to...all the saints throughout Achaia” (2 Cor. 1.1).

2.3.3.
That which is "holy" by being set apart for God, is called upon to be "holy" in the sense of becoming like Him.

Write out the following verses:

Lev. 11.44-45

Lev. 19.2

Look at Lev.20.7. How are "holy" people to live, according to this verse?

Answer:

Look at 1 Peter 1.15 What areas of life are affected by being “holy”?

Answer:

2.4. 
The qualities of God's holiness

"Holiness" means "other than ourselves"; "separate".  But what makes God "other"?  In what ways is He "separate" from us? The word "holy" is used in conjunction with other adjectives, which fill out the meaning of the word.

2.4.1. Holiness and "majesty" (Hebrew "hadar")

Complete the following sentences:

Ex. 15.11 "Who is like You
……………………….
in holiness?

Ps. 111.9 "Holy and
 …………………………………..is His Name"

Ps. 99.3 "Let them praise your great and …………. Name--He is Holy"
Look at verses 1-5.  Summarize the character of God as described in these verses.
See the effect of this quality on men when they become aware of God: on Moses (Exodus 3.5-6), On Israel (Exodus 19.16-20; 20.18-21) and on Isaiah (6.1-5)

2.4.2.
Holiness and "Righteousness" (Hebrew  "Tsedek")

Complete the following verses:

Is. 5.16

"But the Lord Almighty will be exalted by His .............  and the ………………
God will show Himself  ………………………. by His .....……………………..”

Ps. 99.3-5 

"Let them praise your great and awesome Name, He is ……………………… 
"The King is mighty, He loves ………………… you have established 
……………….in Jacob you have done what is ………………………….. and 
……….………… .”

v 5b   He is …………………………………

What is righteousness?
Look at Lev. 19.36 where the word "honest" (NIV) translates the Hebrew word "tsedek", "righteous"; Proverbs 16.11, Job 31.6, Ezek. 45.10 ("just” translates "tsedek", "righteous")

RIGHTEOUSNESS IS CONFORMITY TO A STANDARD.

God's standards are revealed by His Laws, which are in turn an expression of His holy character.  Deuteronomy 5 recalls to the people of Israel how they received the law directly from God.  The idea of "law" is repressive to many today.  But the law of the Old Testament shows "the basis of peaceful and loving relationships between men" (Clements).  In Job 29 righteous and "justice" (verse 14) includes compassion, being "eyes to the blind and feet to the lame .... a father to the needy" (15-16).  Those who would come to a holy God must behave righteously (Psalm 24.3-6) "For the Lord is righteous, He loves justice, upright men will see His face." (Ps. 11.7)

2.4.3 Righteousness and ………………………………………….

(complete the phrase after looking up the verses below)

What activity or quality is associated with righteousness in the following passage?

Isaiah 45.8 

"Your heavens above rain down righteousness, let the clouds shower it down.  Let the earth open wide, let …………………… spring up, let righteousness grow with it .... “

Isaiah 45.21 

"There is no God apart from Me.  A righteous God and a ………………………..

Isaiah 51.5 

"My righteousness draws near speedily, my …………………………. is on the way and my arm will bring justice to the nations"

See also Is. 47.13; 61.10; 59.9-21.

Salvation is putting right what has gone wrong.  Because God is just, and righteous, He must intervene to save from sin, from unrighteousness.

2.5.
The Wrath of God

In the Old Testament the wrath of God is referred to 310 times and 4 Hebrew words are used of which the most frequent is "Aph" (170x)

In the New Testament the word "orge", translated "wrath", comes 26 times. “Wrath" and "the wrath of God" are technical terms to describe the Divine reaction against sin.

(Luke 21.22-24; Rom. 1.18; 2.5; 5.9; 12.19; 13.4; 1 Thess 1.10: 2.16; 5.9; 2 Thess 1.7-9; Rev. 6.16; 16.19)

2.5.1.
God's Wrath is delayed.

We have to distinguish carefully, however, between the notion of the divine wrath and human bad temper or vindictiveness.  Human wrath erupts suddenly.  God is spoken of repeatedly as "slow" to anger (Ex. 34.6; Nu. 14.18; Ps. 86.15). He longs, waits and works for the sinner to turn from his sin.

(Ezk. 18.21-22) "Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? Declares the sovereign Lord.  Rather am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live?" (Ezk. 18.23; 2 Peter 3.3-9, especially verse 9) ….. "Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation".

2.5.2.
God's wrath is directed against sin.

2 Kings 13.3 and Deut. 2.8 are typical Old Testament statements of this fact.  Romans 1.18 declares that all "godlessness and wickedness" provokes this reaction.  God is never indifferent to the actions of men.  He reacts both to obedience and to disobedience.  One of the most complete statements on the wrath of God is found in Romans 2.1-16, especially verses 5-11.

Summarise for yourself the teaching of these verses (5-11,16).

2.5.3 The doctrine of God's wrath is taught that we may avoid it. Nahum 1.6-7; Micah 7.18-20; Romans 5.9

C. WHAT DOES GOD DO?

In this third section of our course we look at the relationship between God and ourselves.  As we follow the biblical revelation we may say that God relates to ourselves and the universe in which we live in three ways: as Creator, King, and Father.

1.
GOD IS CREATOR

"In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth." (Gen. 1.1). These are the first words of Scripture.  John's gospel begins with a similar statement.  Hebrews 11:3 gives the classical biblical summary of this truth: "By faith we understand that the world was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was made out of things which do not appear" (RSV) The word "create" in Genesis I translates the Hebrew word "bara”.  "Bara” is used only for the creative work of God and expresses the idea of "creation out of nothing".  It is used for the great creative acts by which something totally new came into being: "the heavens and the earth"(1.1), "living creatures" (1.20) and "man" (1.27). In the creation of matter, animal life and man, God does something causally unconnected with anything that has gone before.  Only God can do this.  We loosely apply the term "creative", to the work of artists and others.  In fact, an artist always uses pre-existent material.  God has no need for any pre-existent material.  His very word calls matter, life and intelligence into being, in an instant.  That is the biblical doctrine of Creation brief.  Let us look a little more closely at the affirmations concerning God's creative work in the Scriptures.

1.1 GOD HAS CREATED ALL THINGS

Look up the following verses: Neh. 9.6; Col. 1.15-16

1.2
CREATION HAD A BEGINNING.

The Bible not only affirms that God is the ground of all that exists but that He gave it existence at a precise moment.  "In the beginning, God created ...” Matthew 19.4 declares that "at the beginning the Creator made them male and female".  Before that beginning, God alone existed.  (See Psalm 90.2) `When we tell the story of creation to little children, they often ask the question, "and who created God?" We have already seen that God, being infinite, is outside of time and always has been.  He alone is self-sufficient.  God "is", "was" and always will be.  His eternal existence preceeds that of the creation.

1.3

GOD ALONE HAS CREATED ALL THINGS 

Look up the following verses: Neh 9.6; Is.45.5-6,9-12,18.

1.4
 GOD CREATED ALL THINGS DIRECTLY

1.4.1
This is to say He had no need of means or instruments with which to work.  Creation is the direct and immediate work of God.

1.4.2
The only instrument referred to is that of His Word.  Genesis 1 says repeatedly "and God said...and it was so".  See Psalm 33.6 and compare with Is. 55.11

1.4.3 In the New Testament the Word of God is shown to be a Person.  See John 1.2-3, 1 Cor.8.6, Col. 1.15-17, Heb. 1.2. Creation is the work of the Son of God.  The Holy Spirit was equally present in the work of creation Gen.1.2, Job 26.13, 33.4; Ps. 104.30; Is. 40.12-13.

1.5  GOD HAS CREATED AN ORDERED UNIVERSE

When God created the universe He gave it a structure and an order, the "laws of nature" which are the object of scientific research.  For an affirmation of this structure see Gen.1.11, 22,28 and especially Gen. 8.22. See also Jer. 5.24; 31.35-37; 33.20-26; Psalms 104.9, 10,14,19-22; 74.16-17; Ps. 148.3-6; Job 14.5; 38.8-11. It was the presupposition of law and order, based on a belief in God as an orderly designer, which gave scientists their urge to find out more about this order.  "And God rested on the seventh day".  This implies that no new element or order of being will be produced.  God has ended His creative work, until a “new heaven” and “new earth” are recreated at the end of time. What will now take place is the realisation of creation's immense potential.  As it goes on functioning with imperturbable regularity, the created order appears to function all by itself, like a well built, smooth running machine.

God has done His work so well that creation seems to exist independently of Him.  This is, in fact, not the case, as we shall see in our next paragraph.

1.6 
GOD SUSTAINS ALL THINGS

See Heb.1.3 and Col. 1.16-17. "..in Him all things hold together".  God is not like a watchmaker who having made a watch then leaves it to tick on by itself.  On the contrary, God is everywhere present in His universe and it is His presence which upholds it at all times.  Daniel said to a king who willfully ignored God, "you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven ... but you did not honour the God who holds in His hand your life and all your ways" (9.23). According to the Scripture God's action is seen every time a birth takes place (Gen.4.1), it is He who forms the plants and gives to the animals their food (Psalm 145.15), it is He who causes the sun to shine and the rain to fall (Matt.5.45) everyday.

He is present sustaining His Creation at all times and He is free to intervene directly in its functioning at any moment.

1.7 
GOD HAS MADE ALL THINGS FOR HIS GLORY

Why is the universe there at all? Only the doctrine of creation gives an answer.

1.7.1
God has made all things because He willed to do so.  (Rev.4.11) He has no need of His creation.  His will is the only reason it exists.

1.7.2
God however does take pleasure in His Creation: Gen.1.31, Ps.104.31;
1 Tim 4.4.

God may be
compared not only to a great mathematician, designer or engineer, but to an artist who has brought into being something infinitely beautiful.  As a painter may look with pleasure upon the picture that he has completed, so God looks with pleasure upon the universe as it came forth from His creative hands.  He looks with pleasure because His creation is an expression of who He is.

1.7.3 The universe displays the glory of God (Ps 19.1).



The whole of the first part of this Psalm shows that creation is a revelation of the glory of God.  See again Rom 1.20. Notice how God questions Job in chapters 38-41.  If Job will consider God's work in creation He will be the better placed to understand in a small way how God works in the moral realm.

1.7.4

The final words of the prayer taught to the disciples by Jesus are, "For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen." The reason His is the "glory" is simply because all things were created to glorify Him in the first place (Ps 19:1; Isa 43:7, etc). To "glorify" God (GK "doxa") means to give a radience, or a proper opinion, of who God is in His nature and being. Mankind was created in the "image" of God for the glory of God (Gen 1:26-27). Hence, as originally created man "glorified" God in who he was, free from sin and perfect in image. However, when sin entered the world, and man, he "fell short" of God's glory (Rom 3:23) and hence, no longer fully represented or reflected the nature and character of God the way he was created to do. But when man is redeemed by Christ he "puts on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth (Eph 4:24). Man then, once again, "glorifies God in his body" (1 Cor 6:20). And having been "sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise (Eph 1:13) his full redemption as God's own
possession will be nothing less than "to the praise of His glory!" (v14)


1.8 GOD'S CROWNING WORK OF CREATION WAS MAN

In the account of God's creative work there is progression from matter through the vegetable and animal kingdoms up to the crowning work of the Divine Artist, man.  Man alone is made in the image of God.  The universe is the stage, which is prepared for man to play his part.  See Gen.1.27-31 and Ps 8.

God creates man to share in the work of directing the world.  Man is His manager.  Man alone of all creation can communicate with God.  But if God has made Creation subject to man, it is on condition that man himself is subject to God.  If he would reign, man must first learn to obey and this is where man fails.

1.9
INTO AN ORDERED UNIVERSE HAS COME THE DISORDER OF SIN

This is not, as Leibniz taught, "the best of all possible worlds." It was once.  But a spanner has been thrown into the wonderful works of God! That spanner was thrown by man himself, when instead of accepting his subordinate role, he rebelled, staged his coup and took over God's world.  When man fell he dragged creation down with him, and the created order changed drastically (Rom.8.20). We will look more closely at this truth in our course on the doctrine of man.

1.10
THE CREATION WHICH BEGAN AT A DEFINITE MOMENT WILL END AT A DEFINITE MOMENT

God alone is infinite.  The universe is finite, it began in time and it will end in time.  What follows that "end" is the subject of the doctrine of the Last Things  Note the connection between this doctrine of the "first things" with that of the "last things".  Those who deny Creation end up denying the Coming of the Lord.  The following passages, which speak of the end of the universe, affirm that the end, like the beginning, is solely in God's hand: Ps. 102.25-27 (quoted in Heb. 1.10-12); II Peter 3.10-13.

1.11 
THE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS DOCTRINE

The doctrine of Creation is fundamental for the whole of biblical teaching.  This is why it is under such heavy fire.

1.11.1
If we exist independently, we are responsible to no one.  If, on the other hand, life and all that makes it possible is God's gift to us, it is logical that we will have to give an account to Him of that which He has entrusted to us.  The notion of human responsibility depends upon the idea of creation.

1.11.2
If the world in which we live was made by God He has an indisputable right to direct His creation, and us, His creatures.  His direction will be according to His character as Holy Love, and questions of how we should live will find their answer not in a consensus of what most people think but in an enquiry into what the Creator thinks! The makers of cars, washing machines and other appliances issue, quite appropriately, instructions to users.  Disregard of the instructions can wreck the appliance.  It is man's disregard of the Maker's instructions for life in His world that is wrecking that world.

New Testament Gospel preaching to pagans who ignored these facts began with the doctrine of creation before going on to the doctrine of redemption.  (See Acts 14.14-18 and 17.24-31.) A "come to Jesus" approach to the pagans of our day which bypasses the arresting truth that the pagan would not exist without God, and would cease to breathe were God not to sustain him, is inadequate if not erroneous and misleading.

1.11.3
The nature of sin becomes all the clearer in the light of the doctrine of Creation.  The fundamental sin of man is to worship the creature rather than
the Creator.  It is to treat the material world as an end in itself rather than
regard it as a gift and a trust from a Giver who is infinitely greater than all His gifts.

1.11.4 
The doctrine of redemption depends on the doctrine of Creation.  It is because God has made the world that He plans to redeem it.  He does not want to destroy the work of His hands.

1.11.5
The doctrine of Creation stimulates praise.  So many Psalms praise God for the way in which He has revealed Himself in all His works.  "Bless the Lord, all His works, in all places of His dominion, Bless the Lord, 0 my soul." (Psalm 103.22)

ADDENDUM

In the course of this review we have kept rigidly to a theological consideration of the doctrine, and have not stopped to discuss the "days" of Creation and similar matters.  The main challenge to the doctrine has come from Darwinism.  Christians who feel they can accommodate the Biblical doctrine of Creation with an acceptance of Darwinism may be giving away much more than they think.  Darwinism is in any event a theory; incapable of verification, for its assertions can never be demonstrated under laboratory conditions.  Its primary assertion, that life arose from some primeval soup, that inanimate matter can in some way produce animate life, was shown to be fallacious years ago by Pasteur.  As scientific research discloses a universe of ever-greater complexity, the laws of probability demonstrate that even alleged geological time is insufficient for such complexity to have arisen by chance.  Indeed, the cracking of the genetic code, and the very use of that term, is perhaps the strongest evidence for in-built design in the universe.

This is the domain of science rather than theology.  Happily, works by unimpeachable scientists who are Christians are more abundant today than ever before.  The most accessible is chemistry Professor Dr David Rosevear's "Creation Science", published by New Wine Press.  The Creation Science Movement has published hundreds of pamphlets dealing with every aspect of the question. 

Dr A E Wilder Smith, a professor of pharmacology with three earned doctorates, has written a series of books whose main thesis is that the new science of cybernetics (information theory), applied to the question of origins, reinforces the argument from design that Paley advanced.

Crossing the Atlantic, Dr John Whitcomb's exposition of the first eleven chapters of Genesis shows their relevance for today.  He has co-authored with Dr. Henry M Morris "The Genesis Flood" in which an universal flood is cogently argued for as a more satisfying explanation of geological strata than the views generally advanced.

These and many other materials (books, pamphlets and tapes) are readily available at Carrubbers Christian Center, or directly from the Institute of Christian Science: Creation Science Foundation Ltd. PO Box 302, Sunnybank, Qld, 4109, Australia.

2. 
GOD IS KING

The universe has not only been created by God, it is ruled by Him.  The relationship between God and ourselves, between God and the universe, is that of a King to His subjects and His domain.  The term "King" is applied repeatedly to God in the Bible: 1 Tim.6.15; Psalms 93-100; Psalm 10.16; Psalm 14; Isaiah 6; Revelation 17.14; 19.16 etc.

The God revealed in Scripture is "King of kings and Lord of lords".  Read a magnificent description of His Kingship in 1 Chron.29.11-16.

2.1 GOD ALONE IS WORTHY TO REIGN OVER THE UNIVERSE BECAUSE OF WHAT HE IS LIKE

David affirmed, "Yours, 0 Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendour ... “  The term "glory" sums up all the attributes, the qualities, of God.  It is because of Who He is that "the Kingdom" is "His".

2.2 GOD ALONE IS WORTHY TO REIGN OVER THE UNIVERSE BECAUSE HE MADE IT

In Psalm 33 verses 6-9 proclaim the fact of the creation of the heavens by the Lord, verses 10-12 then declare that He reigns over the universe He has made.  In Isaiah 45.9-13, God is compared to a potter who makes a vessel out of clay, the potter has a right to do what he wills with the vessel he has made.  See also Psalm 147.8-10, 13-18.

2.3 GOD DOES IN FACT RULE OVER THE UNIVERSE HE HAS MADE

David affirms this.  "You are the ruler of all things".  This is a constant affirmation of the Bible., that the divine King has a policy, a plan, which He puts into action, and which cannot be thwarted.  See Psalm 75.7 which declares Him to be the Master of history, as do Psalm 33.10-12; Isaiah 46.10; Daniel 4.26-27,31-32; 34-35; John 19.11; and Romans 13.1. See also Acts 15.18; Eph.1.11.

Believers sometimes think that if men do not believe in God, or acknowledge Him as King, they live their lives unaffected by Him.  Abraham made this mistake. (Gen.20.1-18)

Even men who do not know God are under His control and accomplish His purposes.  Cyrus, the Persian king whose decree in 538 BC released the Jews from their captivity in Babylon, is an example of this (Isaiah 45.1-8). Theologians call this divine mastery of events the "decree" of God, "His eternal plan which makes certain all events in the universe, past, present and future."

Read the discussion of this in "Major Bible Themes" pages 42-44.

The Bible however speaks not only of the actions of God, but also of the actions of men.

2.4 
GOD'S PLAN GIVES A PARTICULAR ROLE TO MAN

When David, in his prayer of 2 Chron 29, speaks of God's sovereignty, he also speaks of himself as bringing freewill gifts to God.

2.4.1 Man is made to know and serve God.

From the beginning of Scripture we find that it is God's plan 

(i) that men should know Him and love Him;

(ii) that men should willingly and freely serve Him, prompted by love. “ ... the true worshippers will worship the Father in Spirit and in truth, for such the Father seeks to worship Him." (John 4.23)

2.4.2 Man is made to be God's representative in the created world.

We have also affirmed that Man is God's representative on earth.

Psalm 8 affirms this.  In the immensity of the universe, what is man worth?  Of all the beings of the visible world he is the only one able to communicate with God and as such he is the crowning work of God, who is actually called upon to participate in and share God's glory.  Man is unique.  If God is the King of the universe, man is its vice-regent.

But when Hebrews quotes this Psalm it declares that "we do not see everything in subjection to him (man)" (Heb.2.8). For the vice-regent has stirred up revolt against his King.  "All have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God." (Rom. 3:23)

2.5 SIN IS NO PART OF GOD’S ORIGINAL PLAN

If God is in control of the universe, and is both good and all-powerful, why is evil so prevalent?

2.5.1.
The Bible affirms categorically that God is not the author of sin.  "God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone: but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.  Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death." (James 1.14)

2.5.2. Paul attributes the entry of sin into the world to the act of the first man: "Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned" (Romans 5.12).

We may ask if the origin of sin is not to be attributed to the devil? The Bible teaching on the devil will occupy us later on, but while the suggestion to rebellion came from the Enemy, the act of rebellion was man's, and man's alone.  He could have refused that suggestion.  It was man's willful disobedience that let sin into a sinless world.

The story of the Prodigal Son is an illustration of this.  The son takes his share of the inheritance and leaves for the far country.  This is his decision.  The Father has no part in that decision, and it is implied that he would far rather the son remained at home.  Yet he does not keep the son at home by force, which it was well within his authority to do.  He allows him to leave.  (Lk. 15.11-32)  So God allowed the first man and every man since "like lost sheep" to go "astray" and to turn "everyone to his own way." (Isa. 53.6)

See also Mark 7.17-23; 1 Cor.3.12; Eph.2.12; 4.17-19; 1 Jn.2.15

2.6 THE PLAN OF GOD ORDAINED THAT SIN WOULD BE PUNISHED.

God warned the first man that if he ate "of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil" he would "surely die".  Sin is not in the will of God, but the punishment of sin is.  (See Romans 8.20.)  This is the meaning of the words of God in Isaiah 45.5-8

“I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster".  In the parable of the Prodigal Son, the Father allows the son to suffer in the far country.

2.7 
THE PLAN OF GOD ORDAINED A WAY OF SALVATION

It is his very misery that causes the Prodigal to return, voluntarily, to his Father, and the Father seems to have expected this to happen! He has not disowned him, and he has long before prepared the welcome (the calf was fattened beforehand!) that awaits the repentant lad.  God does not abandon His creation.  His purpose in creating the universe must be realised.  In Jeremiah 17 God is compared to the potter who takes clay that has turned out badly and remoulds it.  A fallen world is still in the hands of God.  He answers the prayer of the Psalmist who affirms that "thy steadfast love, 0 Lord, endures for ever", and then asks, "Do not forsake the work of THY Hands" (Psalm 138.8). In Genesis 3.15 the promise of redemption is given even before the sentence against sin is pronounced (3.17-19). See also Eph.1.4-5; 1 Peter 1.19-20.

2.8.

THE PLAN OF GOD ORDAINED THE INSTRUMENTS OF SALVATION

God, as King, has the right to choose those whom He will use.

2.8.1 
God chose Abraham so that he and his descendants, the nation of

Israel, would become a blessing to the whole world.  Gen.12.1-3; Is.44.1-2,8.

2.8.2
God chose Jesus to be the Savior of the world.  The supreme example of election is our Lord Himself, "Mine elect" (Is.42.1 AV).  See also Matt. 3.16-17; 1 Peter 2.4.

2.8.3
God chose all who believe in Christ.  Jn.6.37-45; Eph.1.3,12; 2.10. Note again that just as Israel, and our Lord, were chosen to bless others, so God chooses believers not only for themselves but for His work through them to others.  The supreme example of this is Paul: "This man is my chosen instrument to carry My Name before the Gentiles ....” (Acts 9.13). "But when God, Who set me apart from birth and called me by His Grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles ....” (Gal.1.15-16).

2.9 GOD'S PLAN AIMS TO BRING ALL THINGS INTO SUBMISSION TO HIMSELF  

This is supremely expressed in Ephesians 1.9-10: "He made known to us the mystery of His Will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment - to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ." (See also 1 Cor.15.24.)

2.10 GOD'S PLAN AND OUR RESPONSIBILITY

A discussion of the Sovereignty of God almost always provokes the question, "If the decree of God does indeed make "certain" all that will happen, why is it that we are held responsible, and have an awareness of choice?” Scripture on the one hand affirms the doctrine of God's control of events and yet still constantly appeals to men to make the right choices, making clear the blessing that follows right choice and the misery and suffering that follows the wrong choice.  Why did Jesus weep over Jerusalem if all that was to happen was an inexorable chain of events? (Lk. 13:34)  Let us look at one verse, which brings the two aspects together:

In Acts 2.23, speaking of the crucifixion, Peter declares ' "This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge.....” (i.e The crucifixion was God's act.)

But then he adds, “ ... and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing Him to the cross." Peter holds his hearers responsible for a wicked act which was all their own!

The Cross was at one and the same time the act of God and the act of man.  See the same understanding in Acts 4.27-28: "Indeed, Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against Your Servant Jesus, Whom You anointed".  Here the Cross is man's deliberate act of rejection.  But the prayer continues, "They did what Your power and will had decided beforehand should happen".  Here the Cross is God's Plan.

Here is an "antimony", when two principles, both true, seem to contradict one another.

We tend to see events as partly due to man's actions, partly due to God's intervention.

This is not how the Bible sees events.  Scripture sees the one event as;

(i) wholly man's act and;

(ii) wholly God's act. 


On the one hand, the Bible does not allow us to see even one event as escaping the control of God.  But on the other hand, God's Word refuses to let us use this to opt out of our responsibilities.  We make our choices, we are held responsible for them and judged by them.

CONCLUSION

In the book of Job, Job and his friends seek to penetrate the ways of God.  Job's friends have a theology, which neatly explains everything.  But Job finds features of God's dealings with men, which do not fit in to their scheme.  Finally God intervenes in their debate.  It is to Job that he speaks, giving him a whirlwind tour of the universe, asking him - "Do you understand this?  Do you understand that?" Job realises that he is baffled by the material universe.  "I know that You can do all things," he confesses.  "No plan of Yours can be thwarted.  You asked, 'Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?’  Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.... “

It follows that if Job cannot understand the principles on which the material world functions - and yet it is an ordered world - how much less will he understand
God's moral government of the universe.  We are in the same position. 
How many of us understand Relativity, or Quantum physics? And of the select
few who do, none would pretend to have understood without the shadow of a doubt the way in which the universe functions.  How much less are we likely to understand the mystery of God's eternal decrees and their relation to our choices.

But we are not left in reverent agnosticism.  Job continues, "My ears had heard of you, but now my eyes have seen you." He may know this infinite God, though he may not understand Him.  Knowing Him, Job may humbly yield himself to God's purposes, and live in the awareness of God's blessing.  Though we may not understand God's decree ' we may yield to His Will, we may trust and obey.  And, like Joseph, we then have the assurance that God will take even the malice and evil of men and even of the devil himself and bring good out of it (though He still judges them for their malice, if they fail to repent.  See Genesis 45.8 and 50.20. . "You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good .... “)

Though we will never plumb the depths of this profound doctrine, it will enable us to enjoy the peace of those who "know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose." Rom.8.28

3. 
GOD IS FATHER

Read chapter 6 of "Major Bible Themes", look up and write out the main references (i.e. the phrases which prove the truth asserted).
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