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  Bible Doctrine I

  Introduction to Systematic Theology
Lecturer: Wayne Sutton

INTRODUCTION TO SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY

What is this subject and why should we bother with it?  Christian bookshop sales do not show that volumes of systematic theology are the most sought after.
1  DEFINITION OF SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY

"Systematic Theology is the scientific exposition of the Christian Faith/of revealed truth in its order and harmony.”  Blocher.

1.1
Theology is "The knowledge of God and of His works." The word was used by Plato and Aristotle.  By the Fathers (2nd and 3rd centuries) the term "Theology” indicated the doctrine of God.  From Abelard in the 13th century it came to have a more general significance, as above.

1.2
Systematic: which aims at coherence AND order, seeking to harmonise the different truths about God and present them as a whole.

1.3
Dogmatics - dogma comes from the Greek word "dokein", to think.  It is used of the official articles of Faith of a Church

The word "doctrine" comes from the Latin "docere”, to teach.

Note the presupposition of order.  Where there is a refusal to accept a central unity, there will not be a systematic theology.  For example, Science is founded on a presupposition that we live in an ordered universe.  The many diverse phenomena function according to certain principles, which we can ascertain by study.

Theology is an attempt to do in the word of God what we do in the world around us ... to discover the principles on which He works and then ultimately to discern His character. The primary source of our study is the revelation of God in Scripture.
2  THE SOURCE OF SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY

2.1
Exegesis of the Bible - The universe that we take as our object of study is the Bible.  The basic discipline is that of exegesis, the making clear of the meaning of the text.

2.2  Synthesis - Do we need to do more than read the Bible as it exists?  Packer says, "Because the 66 books that make up the Bible are products of a single Divine mind we must integrate the fruits of our study into a coherent whole".

“At point after point God's thoughts go further and embrace more than those of any one Biblical writer...the point of each part is only clear when seen in relation to the rest... “In Luke 24 Jesus explained in "all the Scriptures" the things concerning Himself.  The account of the “fall" in Genesis 3 awaits its explanation in Romans 5, written 1500 years later.  To formulate a doctrine of "the fall" both passages need to be put side by side.

Such a harmonisation saves us from heresy, which usually takes one truth in the Scripture and pushes it to an extreme, at the expense of the rest.  Systematic theology depends on Biblical theology and traces the development of a doctrine through the Scriptures.

What formulas are to the mathematician, word studies are to the theologian.  Words like "covenant", "holy”, "love" and many others express concepts.  This is in a sense a scientific task; data is to be sought on the basis of which there can be argument, discussion and harmonisation.
3  THE BRANCHES OF SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY

You may undertake a survey of almost anything in the Scriptures.  Theology is concerned with the MAIN THEMES (Jude 3 "The Faith”):

(i) Bibliology (the authority of the Scriptures);

(ii) Theology (the doctrine of God); 

(iii) Anthropology (the doctrine of man and sin); 

(iv) Christology (the person and work of the Redeemer); 

(v) Pneumatology (the person and work of the Holy Spirit); 

(vi) Soteriology (the doctrine of salvation); 

(vii) Angelology (the doctrine of angels, Satan, and demons);

(viii) Ecclesiology (the doctrine of the Church); 

(ix) Eschatology (the doctrine of the Last Things).
4  THE RELATION OF SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY TO OTHER DISCIPLINES

1. Theology is related to the biblical disciplines, since its source is the Bible.

2. Theology is also related to history.  We are not the first to do this work.  "To neglect the work done by others through the centuries is to be self sufficient and ungrateful".  Historical Theology is actually the study of what Christians have believed through the centuries.

3. Theology is related to philosophy since it too deals with ultimate being (ontology), criteria (moral philosophy) and with what and how we know (epistemology).  A Christian philosophy of theology concerns itself with answering the claims of materialism, positivism, existentialism and other similar issues Christians particularly have to be on their guard against unconsciously adapting their theology to the prevailing philosophy of the times; this Aristotelianism in the Middle Ages, existentialism and even absurdism in our days.  It has to answer the questions men are asking at a given period, engaging in prophetic dialogue with its times. This is why it is important to continually re-evaluate the application of our theology. A theology appropriate to African concerns might have a different emphasis from a theology answering Euro-American preoccupations.

4. Theology is related to practical subjects (e.g. abortion must be evaluated in the light of our doctrine of man.)
5  THE POSSIBILITY OF DIFFERENT THEOLOGIES

Biblical theologies can start from different viewpoints.  Hence, you have Roman Catholic Thomist theology, Protestant Calvinist or Lutheran theology, Reformed theology, Dispensational theology, etc.

What distinguishes each is the viewpoint or the standpoint of the formulator.  Calvinism begins with the glory and majesty of God while "evangelical" theology tends to begin with salvation, while Dispensationalism emphasises the plan of God through the ages.  Thomism, Catholic Theology, begins with Authority of the Church.  Liberal theology begins with naturalism, or with human religious experience - what men have thought about God.  Note however the presupposition of order.  Where there is a refusal to accept a central unity - there will not be a systematic theology.
6  THEOLOGY IS INDISPENSABLE

1. It is necessary that we make known the truth in all its fullness.
Jn. 17.17    Eph. 4:14  1 Cor 14.20    Heb. 5:12-14 2    Pet 3:18

We are to "Love the Lord with our MIND" (Heart = mind, will).  Romans and Hebrews are "theologies"

2. It is necessary for solving life’s problems and interacting in a God-honouring way with the world around us. 
Ps. 119: 9-11, 99,    2 Pet 1:3-4

3. It is necessary in dealing with heresy.  We combat falsehood by insisting on the truth. 
1 Tim 6:3-4;   2 Tim. 2:24-26;   Titus 1:9;   2 Pet. 3:15-16
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