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THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS

As we read the Bible, it becomes evident that, as well as God, the material creation and man, there exists another order of beings.  These beings appear often in the biblical narrative but they are never described in a systematic way.

1.
The Words that are used

1. 1.
Angel

1. 1. 1.
0. T. The word Angel translates the term "MALAK" more than a hundred times (111) but "malak" is also translated “messenger" (98x) (cf Genesis 32:3; Deuteronomy 2.26).

The term "The Angel of Yahweh" is a term indicating divine manifestations: Genesis 22:11, 15-16; Exodus 3:2,4; 14:19,24; Judges 6:11,14 etc.

1.1.2.
N. T. The word Angel translates the term 'aggelos", 181 times.  The translation "messenger" is found 7 times and in certain passages.  There are different views on the right translation, whether "angel" or "messenger".

1.2.
"The sons of God" (bene elohim)

Genesis 6:2-4; Deuteronomy 32:8 (some manuscripts have the phrase "sons of God" in place of "sons of Israel"); Job 1:6 and 2: 1.

1.3.
"The sons of the Mighty " (bene elim) 

Psalm 29: 1; Psalm 89:6; Job 38:7; Daniel 3:25

1.4.
"The Mighty ones" ("gibborim") 

Joel 3:11

1.5.
"Elohim " (The word usually translated "God")

Psalm 8:5; 82:1,6.  "Elohim", almost always the word used for "God", has basically the idea of power.  Angels are, "powers", and human rulers are also "powers".  It is probably in this sense that the term is used in these Psalms.  However, everywhere else the word "Elohim" is reserved for Him who is "King of Kings and Lord of Lords" and whose power is unlimited and eternal.

1.6.
"Saints" ("qodeshim"); “holy ones”

Psalm 89:6-8; Zechariah 14:5; Deuteronomy 33:2

1.7.
The "Guards”

Daniel 4:13

1.8.
"The Host" Armies of Yahweh

More frequently "the Lord of Hosts" ("Yahweh Sabaot").  This phrase is found 282 times in the Old Testament.  "Yahweh" is presented as He who presides or rules over the "Army of the heavens".  Other references to this may be found in 2 Kings 6:8-23; Psalm 103:20; Luke 2:13; Matthew 26:53.  Nonetheless, the Old Testament would focus our gaze on the Lord rather than on His armies!

1.9.
"The "cherubim"

These are beings who are the closest to the manifestation of divine glory.  The ark which represents the throne of God has on its cover "two cherubim of gold" (Exodus 25:19-22; 37:7-9; 1 Kings 6:22-28).  See also I Samuel 4:4; Psalm 80:1; 2 Samuel 6:2; 2 Kings 19:15; 1 Chronicles 28:18;.  The living creatures who bear the throne of God in Ezekiel's vision (ch 1) are called cherubim in 10:1-20.  We find a similar reference again in Revelation 4:6-9.  Very similar to the cherubim are seraphim mentioned in Isaiah 6. See also Ezekiel 28:14-16.

1.10. "Chiefs" (“sar")

Daniel 10:13,20-21.

This passage refers to "chiefs", spiritual beings, of the same category as Michael, who is described as "chief” (Jude 9, "archangel") in Daniel 12:1.  (Revelation 12:7; "Michael and his angels").  These "chiefs" have as their domain nations on the earth such as Persia and Greece.  Michael is a chief for the people of Israel.  The "chiefs" of Persia and of Greece are hostile to the purposes of God and oppose God's people.  God's people are defended by Michael.

1.11. "Men "

Angels are sometimes described as men.  Genesis 18:2 ("three men") and 19:1 ("the two angels"), Ezekiel 40:3 ("a man who had the appearance of bronze"), see also 8:2, Matthew 28:2 "an Angel of the Lord", but Mark 16:5 "a young man" (see also Luke 24:1-7 and Acts 12:10).  Note that, with the exception of the cherubim, the Bible never says that angels have wings!  Perhaps we should not over-insist on the fact that they always are presented in the likeness of men, because of the words of Jesus in Matthew 22:30.

1.12.
"Authorities "

Ephesians 1:21; 3:10; Colossians 1:16, 20; 1 Peter 3:22.

1.13.
"Spirits”

Hebrews 1:14

2.
The Ministry of Angels

How are we to define them?

Angels are frequently mentioned in the scriptures but we are given little systematic information about them.  Hebrews 1:14 is perhaps the nearest that Scripture comes to a complete description of their function.  "Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?"

2.1.  
Angels are spiritual beings, created by God

2.1.1.
They do not belong to the world of time and space but to the eternal world (Hebrews 12:22).

They had a beginning but will not have an end.

2.1.2.
Colossians 1:16 affirms that spiritual powers were all created by Christ.  They depend upon Him for their existence just as much as does the material creation.  But death cannot touch them.

2.1.3.
There are very many of them.  Matthew 26:53 (12 x 5,000, is only a small part of the total number).  Revelation 5:11; Luke 2:13 (a multitude).

2.2.
The angels are beings created by God in order to serve Him

Hebrews 1:7; 1 Peter 3:22.

2.3.
Their first duty is to praise God

Psalm 103:19-21; Psalm 97:7 (Hebrew "Elohim" translated in Hebrews 1:6, "angels"); Revelation 5:11; 7:11; Luke 2:13-14; Isaiah 6:3.

They adore God but refuse to be adored themselves (Revelation 22:8-9; Colossians 2:18-19).

2.4.
They share in the divine government of the universe

I Kings 22:19-23

2.5.
They are active particularly in the realm of salvation

"... those who will inherit salvation".  (Heb 1:14) They are present at all the main events in the history of salvation: in the life of the patriarchs (Genesis 18, 19:1; 28:12, etc.); In the giving of the law (Galatians 3:19); when deliverers of the people were appointed (Judges 6:11-22; 13:3-4); to sustain the prophets (1 Kings 19:5-8; 2 Kings 6:8-23) etc; especially in the decisive moments in the life and the mystery of Jesus: His birth (Matt 1:20), temptation (Matt 4:11), intercession at Gethsemane (Luke 22:43), resurrection (Matthew 28:2, 5), ascension (Acts 1:10-11).  The angels will accompany the Lord when He comes back again (Matt 24:30-31; 2 Thessalonians 1:7, etc).

2.6.
Their typical task is to communicate divine messages

angel, aggelos = messenger.

They reveal the will of God both concerning the present and the future (Matthew 1:20; Luke 1:11-20, 26-28; 24:4-7), especially in the apocalyptic books (Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, Revelation) the angels reveal the purposes of God to inspired authors of these books.

2.7.
Their ministry, however, is not just limited to conveying great truths.  They act on behalf of God’s people (Ps. 103:20).

2.7.1.
They protect from danger.  Psalm 34:7; 91:11; Matthew 18:10; Acts 12:7.

2.7.2.
They strengthen the people of God. 1 Kings 19:6-7; Matthew 4:11

2.7.3.
They escort souls to heaven.  Luke 16:22.

2.7.4.
They attend church.  I Corinthians 11:10.

2.7.5.
They give commands.  Exodus 23:20, etc.

2.8. 
They inflict the judgement of God upon the wicked

1 Kings 22:19; 2 Chronicles 32:21; Acts 12:23 (compare vs. 7); Ezekiel 9:2-7; Revelation 7:1; 8:2,7,8,10,12; 9:1,13; 14:15-20; 15:7; 16:1-21 etc.

3.
Fallen Angels

3.1.
The Character of Satan

Revelation 12:3-4,9

"The dragon" 
-
his power (used 12 x in NT, all in Revelation, always of Satan)

"The devil"
-
his accusations John 8:44 (GK “diabolos”)

"Satan"
-
his opposition Job 1:9; Zechariah 3:1; 1 Chronicles 21:1)

"The serpent"
- 
his coming (Genesis 3:1-4; 2 Corinthians 11:3)

3.2.
The Origin of Satan

Very little is revealed in the Bible with respect to the origin of Satan.  However, it is clear that:

a) he was once in heaven, from whence he fell (Isa 14:12; Lk 10:18)

b) he was an angel of the cherubim classification (Ezek 28:14,16)

c) he was once blameless in his ways (Ezek 28:15)

d) he was created by God (Ezek 28:15)

e) his sin was an attempt to lift himself up to the place of God (Isa 14:13-14; Ezek 28:15-17, Jude 6)

f) he was in the garden of Eden (Gen 3:1-7; Ezek 28:13; Rev 12:9)

3.3.
The Names of Satan

a) The anointed cherub who covers (Ezek 28:14)

b) The prince of this world (Jn 12:31; 16:11)

c) The prince of the power of the air (Eph 2:2)

d) The god of this age (2 Cor 4:4)

e) The prince of demons (Mt 12:24; Lk 11:15)

f) Lucifer (Isa 14:12)

g) The evil one (Jn 17:15; 1 Jn 5:18)

h) The destroyer (Rev 9:11)

i) The tempter (Mt 4:3; 1 Thess 3:5)

j) The accuser (Rev 12:10)

k) The deceiver (Rev 12:9; 20:3)

l) The spirit that now works in the sons of disobedience (Eph 2:2)

3.4
The Reign of Satan

a) The dominion of earth has been handed over to him by the first man (Lk 4:6)

b) He is the present ruler of this world (Jn 12:31; 14:30; 16:11)

c) He is the “prince of the power of the air” (Eph 2:2)

d) He is the “god of this World” (2 Cor 4:3-4)

e) He is a “ruler”, a “power”, a “world force of this darkness”, and a “spiritual force of  wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph 6:12)

f) The whole world lies in his power (1 Jn 5:19)

g) He is the ruler of fallen angels (Mt 25:41; Rev 12:9)

3.5
The Minions of Satan (demons)

a) One third of the heavenly host fallen with Satan (Rev 12:4)

b) Cast into hell and committed to pits of darkness, reserved for judgement (2 Pet 2:4)

c) They are wicked (Eph 6:12) and unclean (Mt 10:1; Mk 1:23) spirits

d) They cause men to forsake the light of god’s word (1 Tim 4:1-3)

e) They did not keep their own domain but abandoned their proper abode (Jud 6)

f) They deceive men (1 Jn 4:1-4)

g) They cooperate with one another (Mt 12:26;45; Lk 8:30; 1 Tim 4:1)

h) They believe in God but reject His grace (Jas 2:19)

3.6
The Limits of Satan

a)
He is not everywhere at once (Job 1:7, Isa 14:12 “cut down to the earth”; Ezek 28:16 “cast …. from the mountain of God”).

Only God has the attribute of omnipresence.

b)
His power is great but limited (1 Jn 4:4; Rev 20:2; 7-10).

Only God has the attribute of omnipotence.

c)
He does not know everything.

Only God has the attribute of omniscience.  I Corinthians 2:6-7; Isaiah 41:22-24; 43:9-12; 45:21.

d)
He cannot go beyond the limits, which God imposes upon him.

Job 1:12; 2:6; Luke 22:31-32.

"The prologue of Job shows us that the devil himself cannot go any further than the possibility which God allows him”. (J.M. Nicole, Summary of Christian Doctrine)

3.7
The Activity of Satan

We have seen that the most explicit passage about Satan, unmasking his personality and characteristics, is found in the book of the Revelation, it is also in this book that we see his final strategies.  This strategy is not new.  It is a strategy he has been applying but which will finally reach its fulfillment at the end of time.

3.7.1
His activity in the political domain

Revelation 13:1-10; 17: 8-17: The "beast" is a political entity.  "The seven heads ... are ... seven kings ... the beast... is ... an eighth king ... the ten horns ... are ten kings ... " (Revelation 17:9-12).  This monstrous phenomenon has already been in existence (vs. 8).  The beast is a hybrid made up of the four beasts of which Daniel 7 speaks.  Three of those are clearly interpreted as signifying the successive empires of Babylon, Persia and Greece.  The beast of the apocalypse is a final totalitarian regime, which groups all of those regimes that have preceded it. The picture that we have here is that all the governments of men, whether democratic, autocratic, dictatorial or otherwise are in fact puppet governments whose strings are manipulated by a malign invisible personality whom the Bible calls the devil.  This is further confirmed by the words of Satan to Jesus in Luke 4:5-6.  The devil is active in politics and has been from the very beginning.

How may we reconcile this analysis of political power with the affirmation of Romans 13:1-5, which maintains that the state is in the service of God and that the powers that be are ordained by God?  In Daniel 4, the history of Nebuchadnezzar shows us that this king received authority from God.  The king however became proud and in the story he becomes almost literally a beast.  The beast therefore is political power that abuses its authority and this unfortunately is the rule rather than the exception.  It is this power, this megalomania, which makes political power a tool in the hands of the devil.

3.7.2
The religious domain (1 Corinthians 10: 19-22).

Revelation 13:11-17; 19-20: If the first beast represents a political regime dominating over the whole world and exercising totalitarian authority, the second beast is a religious system which sustains the first beast.  Religion joins with politics.  The religion, which is a state religion, is intolerant of every other religion.  This may be seen in the power exercised by the European state churches both before and after the reformation and in Islam today where the combination of religion and politics makes for totalitarianism.

So far as the first Christians were concerned, their first experience of this was the emperor worship that was a proof of loyalty to the empire during the second and third centuries.  In the twentieth century, the fascism of Hitler and the communism of Marx and Lenin have demanded a religious devotion from their followers.  The last regime which Daniel foresees and which the book of Revelation describes will have the support of a worldwide religion, which alone will be allowed.

3.7.3
The cultural and commercial domain

Revelation 17:3-7; 18:1-24; 19:1-3: In the Old Testament "Babylon" is the type of the civilisation which men seek to build in order to indicate their determination and supposed ability to do without God.  See Genesis 11:1-9.

The book of Daniel shows us the historic empire of Babylon at the height of its power amongst the nations of antiquity.  God's verdict against this civilisation is pronounced in Isaiah 14:1-23 and Jeremiah 50 to 51. If Babylon as a historic empire has disappeared, men have not ceased to strive to build a society where commerce and culture will flourish and from which God is excluded.  This humanist pride will be manifested for the very last time before God replaces human kingdoms with his kingdom.  His judgement will fall upon this last "civilisation" represented in the book of the Revelation by Babylon.

Note that in Revelation 18, it is the commercial and luxurious aspect that is emphasised.  Babylon is "the great city in which the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries" (vs. 3).  In Zechariah 5: 5-11, at a period long after the fall of Babylon in 538 (Zechariah's prophecy dates from 520 BC) a vision is described where a measure, a symbol of commerce, covers a woman called "wickedness".  This vision represents corrupt commerce.  Storks (impure birds) carry the measure with the figure of wickedness inside to the country of Shinar.  Shinar is a biblical name for the region where the old cities of Babel, Erech, Accad and Calneh were found (Genesis 10: 10).  It is the cradle of the old civilisations; the region where the Babylon Empire flourished and Zechariah sees this region will again become a commercial center.  The Christians to whom the book of the Revelation was addressed could see in the Roman Empire and its capital city a manifestation of Babel or of Babylon.  But each human civilisation breathes the spirit of Babel.  Is it possible to identify the Babylon of Revelation with Rome and nothing else?  This identification is based on the affirmation that the seven beasts are seven hills of which the woman is seated.  Rome is indeed built on seven hills.  But the text indicates that the seven hills are seven kings.  It cannot therefore be confirmed certainly that Babylon is either imperial or ecclesiastic Rome.  Babylon is rather a world-wide civilisation, which will reach its peak under the totalitarian regime of the antichrist.

To sum up, the "dragon" uses three means to dominate the world of men: 

a) the political system, represented by the first beast; 

b) state religion, represented by the second beast; 

c) humanist civilisation represented by Babylon.  These tendencies can be seen all through human history and with this as a key we may interpret the sad story of history.  They will however intensify and be much more evident in their most frightful form just before the return of Christ.

3.7.4
Direct actions through sorcery, magic and demon activity

In the preceding domains the action of Satan is hidden.  The Bible however speaks of activities in which Satan and his evil spirits enter into direct contact with the world.  This is why occultism is strictly forbidden (Deuteronomy 18:10-12).  Through occultism man enters an area which is extremely dangerous, for in the phenomenon of demon possession the enemy takes over the personality, body and soul.

It is particularly in the gospels that this tactic is unmasked.  There are general allusions to it in Matthew 4:24; 8:16; Mark 1:32-34,39; 3:11; 6:13; Luke 4:41; 6:18; 7:21. There are seven recorded incidents of demon possession: Mark 1:21-28; Matthew 12:22-29; 8:28-34; 15:21-28; 9:32; 17:14-21; Luke 13:10-17.  The characteristics of demon possession are all evidenced in the incident of Mark 5:1-15.

3.7.4.1
Definition of demon possession: The personality is dominated by evil spirits who actually live within the person.  See verse 2 cf Luke 8: 27, 29, 30 which speak of spirits entering into a man.

3.7.4.2  
The signs of demon possession: 

a) superhuman force; 

b) paroxysms; 

c) inconsistency, the man is pulled in two opposing ways: at the same time he asks for and refuses Jesus, he comes to Jesus and yet asks Him to leave him alone; 

d) suicidal tendencies (verse 5 cf 9:22); 

e) antipathy towards Jesus (a violent reaction provoked by prayer, the name of Christ, the Bible etc); 

f) "clairvoyance" - he recognises who Jesus is and what He is going to do without being told this; 

g) physical transformation - it is no longer the normal voice of the man but the demons within him who answer questions; 

h) transmission: other persons, objects even animals become aware of the    action of the demons; 

i) immediate deliverance; when the demons leave the man he is completely himself.  Psychological dysfunction as a result of either organic illness and/or the progressive nature of human depravity are progressively cured, with demon possession there is instantaneous delivery.

3.7.4.3
General observation: Be very, very cautious in attributing a person's disabilities or behavior to demon possession.  One or several of these indications can be simply signs of psychological dysfunction.  The manifestation of these symptoms does not mean that the person is necessarily possessed by a demon.  Possession as such is a relatively rare phenomenon in the Bible, and is recorded only in the Gospels and the Acts.  This is because the enemy by far prefers to act in a way that is dissimulated and hidden using the first three areas.  Occultism is actually a marginal and very occasional manifestation of his activities.

3.7.4.4
The activity of the enemy against the people of God

This is the adversary's main target.  In the key passage of Revelation 12:1-12, the dragon threatens the woman (Israel), her child (the church) and accuses "our brethren day and night".  Notice too the key passage in the story of Job: Satan attacks the man who is the most faithful to God.

The aim of the enemy is to cause the people of God to sin so that he can then accuse them.  His strategies against "the saints" are:

a) open hostility: "your enemy, the devil, prowls around as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour ... resist him ..." 1 Peter 5:3 This is perhaps an allusion to the first imperial persecution under Nero which was about to break against Christians.  See also 1 Thessalonians 2:18b, 3:5 (cf 2:14-16).  This tactic was employed against Jesus, especially in the events leading to His crucifixion (John 13:27). 

b) subtlety: against the Thessalonians it was blitzkrieg, against the Corinthians Satan disguised himself even as an apostle! (2 Corinthians 1 1:3)  

“But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received...”

"For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ and no wonder, Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness.  Their end will be what their actions deserve." 

Here Paul speaks of those who use Biblical terms, speak even of "Jesus", not the Jesus of the Bible but a Jesus whom they have remodeled according to the fashions of the time.

There are many examples of this Satanic concealment: Judas began by theft and ended by being possessed by Satan himself (John 12:4-6; Matt 26:4-16; John 13:10-11, 21, 25-26, 27 (cf Luke 22:3)).  Judas exhibited none of the signs of demon possession that we have noted and yet none was more thoroughly under the control of Satan than he.  Ananias and Saphira furnish another example of even believers who are under the control of Satan (Acts 5:3).  Soon after his confession of Christ, Peter becomes involuntarily the spokesman of Satan (Matt 16:22-23).  While it may be true that no believer in whom the Holy Spirit lives can be possessed by a demon, Satan is nonetheless able to introduce his thoughts into the spirit of the most devoted believer.  It is in fact our spirit, our inner person, which is the real battlefield against the enemy.  False doctrines are inspired by the adversary: (I Timothy 4:1).  How can the enemy be exposed when he presents himself even as an angel of light?  The touchstone, the key element, is Christ.  Wherever there is a tendency to deny either His divinity or His humanity, wherever there is a minimising of His work on the cross, there is the mark of Satan.  The key passage is 1 John 4:1-6.

3.8
The Defeat of Satan

3.8.1.
The victory of Christ

One aspect of the cross that is often neglected is that of the victory of Jesus over Satan.  This is the basis of our victory.  "They overcame him (Satan) because of the blood of the Lamb" (Revelation 12:11).  The very first promise of salvation proclaimed that the seed of the woman would crush the head of the serpent (Genesis 3:15).  The life of Christ is a succession of conflicts.  Right at the beginning of His ministry He is faced by His enemy and overcomes him (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13).  Never again does Satan dare to come at Jesus directly, instead he sends the demoniacs against Him or the elements or other human beings, see Mark 1:23-28 - (the first miracle of Jesus in the first gospel); Mark 4:39 ("He rebuked the winds" cf 1:25); John 8:43-47, 59.

Jesus Himself compares His ministry to the combat, which has as its aim the binding of a tyrant and the liberation of his victims (Luke 11:14-23).  The expulsion of demons is the sign above all else that the kingdom of Satan is giving way before the kingdom of God (Luke 11:20).  There are very many passages, which indicate that the final, irreversible, total victory of Jesus over Satan was achieved by His death upon the cross. (cf I John 3:8; Colossians 2:15; John 12:30; 16:11; 14:30) Christ fought as our champion against the enemy (cf also Hebrews 2:14).

In Christ we too have victory over Satan.  "The God of Peace will soon crush Satan under your feet" (Romans 16:20 echoing Genesis 3:15).

3.8.2
Experiencing the victory of Christ

How may we win this victory?

3.8.2.1
Be aware of the enemy

First we should know the Biblical teaching about our enemy.  Paul says that "we are not unaware of his schemes".  The result is that Satan does not outwit us adds the apostle.  Secondly, any dealing with occultism is firmly forbidden both in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 18:10-12) and the New (Revelation 20:8; 22:5).  The refusal to have anything to do with this entails not reading popular books or seeing films that do not deal with the subject Biblically but which may well be the means that the enemy employs to attract the unwary.  We should even be careful about many popular Christian books dealing with this subject.  The Bible is our textbook and the Bible alone reveals what is necessary for us to know so that we may both avoid this domain and triumph over it when it is forced upon our attention.

3.8.2.2
Believe in the victory of Christ over the enemy

The passages, which speak of this, should be memorised so that they may be quoted and applied to situations where we are under attack.

3.8.2.3
Take a stand on who Christ is and what he has done

Ephesians 6:10-20 is the key passage: "Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power." We should recognise that we are in Christ, united to Him, members of His body, sharing in His death, His resurrection and His present reign in heavenly places.  "God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the Heavenly realms in Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 2:6).  "Therefore put on the full armour of God" (Ephesians 6:13-18).  This passage which should be compared with Isaiah 59:16-17 which speaks of a warrior God who "put on righteousness as His breastplate and the helmet of salvation on His head." The weapons of God are the weapons which God Himself uses; to take the armour of God is to take God as armour.  He has not only given us that which protects us; He Himself is our protection.  This however does not happen automatically.  As with every other blessing in the Christian life, all that God has for us has to be asked for and received by faith.  This is why we are told to put on the armour or to take the weapons.  By a deliberate, conscious, volitional effort we place ourselves afresh in the hands of God or rather we recognise that we are already in His hands because we are inseparably joined to His Son.  We affirm our trust in His truth, we see ourselves clothed with the righteousness of Christ and we think of and believe in His salvation, His deliverance and we go forth with the gospel, convinced that the victory is ours even before we enter into battle.

3.8.2.4
Use spiritual weapons

We must resist the Devil (1 Peter 5:9; James 4:7; Lk 4:1-13; Eph 6:13), refusing to be frightened by his roarings (2 Timothy 1:7).  How do we resist?  First with the Word of God (Ephesians 6:17).  Quote aloud the promises of the victory already won by Christ on the cross.  To do this we need to have memorised them.  Failure to have memorised them leaves us without the weapon in our hands when it is needed.  Jesus Himself used the Word of God (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10).  Secondly prayer (Ephesians 6:18-20; Matthew 17:2 1; Daniel 10:2-3, 12-14).  This is a combat, which is expressed in a prayer of faith, which commands rather than asks the enemy to go a prayer in the name of Jesus who is the one to repel the enemy as the light repels darkness.  Third, through a disciplined Christian life we have received a spirit of discipline (2 Tim 1:7); self-control is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:23); and spiritual discipline is profitable not only for this life but also for the life to come (1 Tim 4:8).

Assignment

Write a paper (approx. 1000 words) on the theme “Resisting Temptation”.  Describe from where temptation comes, how it affects believers and how to deal with it biblically.  Describe the difference between a “trial” and a “temptation” in the course of your argument.
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