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THE DOCTRINE OF MAN AND SIN

INTRODUCTION

A famous German Philosopher once visited the zoo in Berlin.  Wandering slowly through its precincts, he became preoccupied with a problem and for a long time stood in one spot, turning it over in his mind.  His abstraction aroused the suspicions of an attendant who came over and said - "Look, who are you?" Still wrapped in his problems, he looked up and said, "I wish I knew!”

What are we?  Where did we come from?  What are we worth?  Where are we going? The answer we give to these questions will determine how we live, and the answer society gives to these questions will determine how it is governed.

"Are we to understand ourselves primarily in terms of our rational and spiritual powers, as in classical philosophy and eastern thought.  Or are we to understand ourselves primarily in terms of our physical reality, as argued by Epicurus, Marxism and all forms of materialism?  Again, is mankind to be interpreted primarily as the individual, as urged in existentialism and much modern psychology, or as community, as in sociology and Marxism?  Or again, is our view to be pessimistic, as in existentialism and some forms of psychological interpretation, or optimistic as in humanism and popular hedonism?" 

While materialism and hedonism may be the popular philosophy of the day, with its emphasis on physical ability, appearance, enjoyment and on the possessions that facilitate this, the psychologists are by no means agreed as to their analysis of man.  The different schools come up with different answers.  Is this because they are trying to answer the question while ignoring one important dimension: the most important dimension?

When we turn to the Bible it is to find precisely that it is not primarily a book about man although stories of men figure largely in its pages.  It is first a book about God.  "In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth".  Man is seen in the light of God, as God's creature, made by and responsible to Him.

"The neglect of this dimension is the root cause of all our present confusion. Calvin put it thus: "Man never achieves a clear knowledge of himself unless he has first looked upon God's face, and then descends from contemplating Him to scrutinize himself."  Man can be truly understood only in the light of God and his purpose for mankind, i.e. in the light of divine revelation." (Milne)

SUMMARY OF THE COURSE

A. Man









1.
Origin:
Where did we come from?




2.
Nature:
What are we made of?



 

3.
Value:
What are we worth?



 

B. Sin

1.
Origin

2.
Nature

3.
Extent

4. 
Consequences
THE DOCTRINE OF MAN AND SIN

A. THE DOCTRINE OF MAN

1.
The Origin of Man

(or: Where Did We Come from?)

1.1 Who made man and how was it done?

Gen 1.26-27; Deut 4.32; Is.51.13; Matt.19.4; Acts 17.24-26 Look up these verses and summarise what they teach:

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

"For Scripture, mankind is inescapably the creature of God (Gen.1.26-27; Ps.8.2; Acts 17.26,28).  We are neither self-made nor the product of some chance random process.  Whatever else is true of us, however we describe the relationship between God's creative act and the causal processes of human birth, here is the bedrock for the Bible: every man and woman exists only because God made them.  Scripture asserts this throughout" (Milne) (Gn.5.1f; Ps.139.13f; Ec.12.1; Mal.2.10; Mt.19.4; Rom.1.25; Jas.3.9; 11 Pet.4.19 Jb.33.4) (Milne)

1.2
In Genesis 2.7, of how many "elements" is man made?

1.3
Which element is referred to in Psalm 94.9; Isaiah 29.16; Jeremiah 18.4?  

1.4
Which element is referred to in Job 32.8; Prov. 20.27?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Now check your answer:

(a)
Man's body: Gen.2.7. See also Ps. 139.14-16; Isaiah 29.16; Jer.18.4.

Man is made out of the "stuff" of the earth, as are the animals (Gen.2.19), but whereas in the case of the animals their appearance is heralded by the impersonal, "let the earth bring forth living creatures.."(1.24), man's body is formed by God as artist moulds clay.

(b)
The "inbreathing" of life.  The same-word is used of man and the animals, "living beings" (Genesis 1.20,24 (animals) and 2.7 (man)).  Yet the giving of life to man is an unique act of the Creator (2.7), "'breathed' is warmly personal, with the face-to-face intimacy of a kiss and the significance that this was an act of giving as well as making, and self-giving at that .... c.f. Job 32.8; John 20.22. 'God so loved that He gave"' (Kidner)

Man has a material body, and an immaterial soul.  Yet the two become a unity.  “Man became a living being (nephesh hayyah)".  It is said not that his body received a living soul, but that he himself became a living person.  We shall see the implications of this further on.

1.5
What is special about man?  What is said of him that is not said of the animals or indeed of any of God's creation (not even the angels!)?   Gen.1.27; 9.6; 1 Cor.11.7; James 3.9

(In 3 or 4 lines summarise what you understand by this.)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

"Let us make man in our image, in our likeness". (1-27) These terms are probably synonymous. Only man, of all created beings, is said to be in the image of God.  "God was the original, of which man was made a copy" L. Berkhof.  See Gen.9.6; 1 Cor.11.7; James 3.9.  In what does this image consist?  We may compare God as He is revealed in these opening chapters with man as he first appears: God is a person, so is man.  God speaks; man, of all the animals, has the faculty of speech.  God chooses; man too is endowed with the power of choice (unlike the animals, who are conditioned by their instincts).  God is free; so is man.  God is good; man as originally made was good - He is included in "everything that He (God) had made and behold it was very good - not in any relative sense, but in the eyes of God Himself.  God is Spirit, and man has a spirit.  God is eternal, and while death is spoken of as a possibility for man, as originally made he has the capacity to live forever.  Finally, because man is in the "likeness" of God, God and man communicate with each other.  There is no comparable communication between God and the animals.  God's first question to man after his sin is "Where are you", man away from God lacks a dimension of existence which is as needful to him as the air he breathes and the food he eats, and at the beginning man was as aware of God as he was of his material surroundings.

But because God is the original of which man is but a copy, man is dependent upon God.  Without God he would not be.  His existence is not a necessity.

This dependence is expressed by man in loving obedience to God, and for the continuance of his life as God intended it, this relationship is man's very lifeline.

It is this that gives to every man an infinite value.  All our dealings with all our fellows should proceed from this realization; that each one bears the image of the living God.  James 3.9.

1.6 What do we learn about community and sexuality from Gen.1.27b (last two lines) Gen.2.18, 20b-25 and Matt? 19.4-6?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

God is a plurality.  "Let us make man in our image".  Man is a plurality too, for the following words say, "in the image of God created he him; male and female he created them” (l.27).  This truth is developed in 2.7. Man needs relationships.  Of these, that between man and woman is the first and closest.  The complimentarity of the sexes is implied here.  However, the apostle Paul also indicates that a clear distinction in function was intended at the point of creation (1st Tim 2:12-14).  The principle being thus:  equality of status, differentiation of role.  It is important to note, however, that in the original constitution of things, woman shares equally with man in the function of "dominion" over the rest of creation.  If he is a king, she is a queen. (1.26)

Man's sexuality is a gift of God, "male and female He created them".  But with the gift of sexuality comes the description of the relationship in which sexuality finds fulfilment, that of the lifelong union of one man and one woman.  Marriage is not a social convention, but an ordinance of God, the equation that 1 + 1 = 1.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1.7
For what purposes did God make man?

1.7.1
According to Gen.3.8 (by implication) Acts 17.27 (more explicit)?

1.7.2 According to Gen 1.28 and Psalm 8.4-8?
1.7.3 According to Isaiah 43:7
The dependence of man on God does not make him a serf, but a king.  He is God's vice regent, His manager, intended to develop the resources of the world.  

1.8
What do these passages teach us about ethnic differences?  Gen.3.20; Acts 17.26; Rom.5.12

Genesis 3.20 affirms that Eve was so called because she was "the mother of all living".  The book as a whole gives us to understand that all the nations of men sprang from this first pair, and the New Testament reaffirms this (Rom 5:12; Acts 17.26). All men share the same nature and are of equal value in the sight of God.

Read "Major Bible Themes" pages 165-167
2. The Constituent Elements of Man's Nature      

(or: What Are We Made of ?)

2.1
Body and Soul

Read "Major Bible Themes" page 167 ("The Nature of Man") and the first 2 paragraphs of 168.

According to the Bible, man is basically a union of two "elements", matter and "spirit".  The Genesis account implies this with its description of the formation of man-- body out of the ground, and the inbreathing of life.  Other passages which speak of this twofold division of "body" and "soul" are: Isa 10.18; Psalm 31.9; Matt.10:28; Luke 12.20; 3 John 2.

Some passages describe the immaterial element as "spirit": 2 Cor 7.1; Col 2.5; 1 Cor 5.3-5; 7.34.

The twofold nature of man is implied by the terms "outer man" (body) and "inner man" (soul/spirit) used by Paul in 2 Cor 4.16-18 and illustrated in 2 Cor 5.1-5 by the comparison between the body (the outer man) as the house in which the personality (the inner man) lives, or the clothes worn by the personality.

It is further affirmed that the soul/spirit can exist apart from the body.  See 2 Cor 5.6-8; Phil.1.22; Heb.12.23 ("the spirits of just men made perfect"); Rev. 6.9 and Luke 16.19-31.

2.2
Soul and Spirit

Hebrews 4.12 and 1 Thess 5.23 speak of "soul" and "spirit" as in some way distinct, and it is these passages which give rise to a "tripartite'' view of man as body, soul and spirit.  The bipartite view sees him as body and soul/spirit, regarding soul and spirit as different aspects of one immaterial reality.  We shall see that these two terms are not in fact interchangeable, when we come to look at their use in the Scriptures.  Whether however we can maintain as clear a distinction between soul and spirit as between, for example, body and soul, is open to discussion.

2.2.1
"Soul" (Old Testament, "nephesh" in Hebrew, occurring 754 times; New Testament, "psuche” in Greek, occurring 102 times)

2.2.2
"nephesh" and "psuche” sometimes mean the principle of life, or the fact of being alive as distinct from inanimate objects or death.

(a)
This use is found 282 times in the Old Testament.

Genesis 1:20 (animals); Genesis 2:7 (man); Deuteronomy 12:23-24 Joshua 2:13 "deliver our lives from death"; 2 Samuel 1:9 "my life still lingers"

(b)
New Testament examples:

Revelation 8:9 ("a third of living creatures"); Acts 20:10 ("His life is in him") Matthew 20:28 ("To give his life"); John 10:11,15,17; Romans 16:4

2.2.3
"nephesh" and "psuche” are used in reference to psychological states.  This use comes 249 times in the Old Testament.

(a)
(i)
Appetites: 46 times - Psalm 107:9 (hunger) Jeremiah 31:25 (thirst)

  (ii)
Passion: 151 times - sorrow, Judges 18:25; joy, Psalm 86:4 love, hate.

(b)
New Testament examples: Matthew 26:38 (sorrow); John 12:27

Luke 1:46 (praise); Acts 14:2 (hatred, "minds" translates psuche);

2.2.4
"Nephesh" and "psuche” are used thirdly as a way of speaking of the person as an experiencing subject.

(a)
This use comes 223 times in the Old Testament.

Example:
Deuteronomy 24:7

(b)
New Testament example: Romans 2:9

2.2.5 In the New Testament "psuche" is used in a way that has little parallel in the Old Testament.

The "soul" is the seat and center of life that transcends the earthly and temporal existence of man.  See Matthew 10:28; 16:25-26

The life we receive and experience is of infinite value, it is a TRUST and we will be held accountable for the use we make of it, as such it may be saved or lost.  There is a potential to be realised or wasted.

In the New Testament this life does not cease when it leaves the body.

2.3.
Spirit ("ruach", in the Old Testament, occurs 378 times; "pneuma” in the New Testament, occurs 116 times)

"ruach" is used meaning:

-  "wind" 131 times:

-  "spirit (of God)" 134 times;

-  “(human) spirit” 113 times

2.3.1
Both "ruach" and "pneuma” are used of the Spirit of God.

2.3.2
Man has a “spirit" which is God's gift to him.

Genesis 6:3,17; Zechariah 12:1; Job 27:3; Isaiah 42-.5; Numbers 16:22; 27:16

2.3.3
Man's spirit is often spoken of as a source of deep feeling or emotion, or a driving force impelling action.

Old Testament: 


i. Energy :




I Kings 10:5; 

ii. Courage:




Joshua 5:1 (or the lack of it); 

iii. Anger, impatience, discontent: 

Job 32:18; Ezekiel 3:14; 

iv. Resolution




Haggai 1:14;

v. Deliberate Abasement before God

Psalm 51:17; 34:18

New Testament:

Mark 8:12
"Jesus sighed deeply in spirit".

Luke 1:80
"The child became strong in spirit."

Luke 10:21
"Jesus rejoiced in spirit" 
John 11:33
 "deeply moved in spirit"
John 13:21 
"troubled in spirit"
Acts 19:21 
Paul "resolved in spirit"
2 Cor 2:13 
"My spirit could not rest"
Acts 17:21 
"his spirit was provoked within him".

2.3.4
In the New Testament the "spirit" is that area in the believer from which the regenerative action of the Holy Spirit operates.

Romans 8:16 
"the Spirit bears witness with our spirit"
1 Cor 2:15-3:1 
John 4:23 
"worship .... in spirit"
Romans 1:9 
"God, whom I serve in my spirit in the gospel of his son" (NIV “with my whole heart”)
Romans 8:9 
"But you are not "in flesh" but "in spirit", if the Spirit of God really dwells in you"
1 Cor 14:2 
"in spirit he speaks mysteries"
1 Cor 14:14 
“my spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful; I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the mind also".

2.4 
"Heart"

In the Old Testament, "heart" (leb) is the term used to describe the inner consciousness of man.  The word occurs 851 times, and refers to consciousness 565 times.  This usage is carried over in the New Testament by the Greek word "kardia”.

The biblical concept of the "heart" is quite different from the popular modern use of the word to denote the affections.  In the Old Testament it more frequently means the intellect.  But it may be said to be a general term for the inner life in its totality, experienced as cognition, emotion and volition.

2.4.1
In the New Testament "heart" often denotes the inner life generally.

Matt. 12.33-38; 15.7-20. The importance of the inner life is stressed.  Paul uses the word 52 times, and on 15 of these occasions the general personality or character is meant.

2.4.2
"Heart" meaning "intellect".

According to Wheeler Robinson, 204 usages of the word "leb" (heart) in the Old Testament, are references to the thought life.  The best known of these is Solomon's prayer for an "understanding heart", rewarded by the gift of wisdom       (1 Kings 3.9). Proverbs says that "a man who commits adultery lacks judgement (literally, heart)".  Modern usage would describe him as paying too much attention to his "heart".  This shows how different are the biblical and popular concepts.  In Exodus 28.3 "heart" means "skill" and in Deut.7.17 it means “memory”.  Deut.8.5 says, "know then in (lit. “with") your heart" (ex. from word study by H. Blocher).

In the New Testament the Greek word "nous", translated "mind", is often an equivalent of this Hebrews usage of "heart".  See 1 Cor.14.14; Phil.4.7; Rom 11.34; 1 Cor.2.16.

2.4.3
"Heart" meaning "will"

Wheeler Robinson estimates that the word "heart" in the Old Testament.

corresponds to the idea of "will some 195 times, as in 1 Samuel 2.35 - "a

faithful priest who will do according to what is My heart and mind" (i.e.”who will do My will”).  Hebrew thought does not isolate intellect, as we tend to do so, to think is to act.  This usage is continued in the N.T., where some 13 times the "heart" is spoken of as acting volitionally.

2.3.4 
"Heart” meaning "emotions".

The affective element is not excluded.  There is no notion of academic detachment.  The heart "feels" sorrow (I Samuel 1.8), joy (Judges 18.20), anxiety (1 Samuel 4.13); fear (Gen.42.28) and love (2 Sam 14.1). It is estimated that the word is used in this way 166 times.

In the New Testament it is estimated that "kardia” is used in connection with emotional states some 13 times.

3. 
The Value and Destiny of Man

(or: What Are We Worth ?)

3.1
Man is the crown of creation.

In the 8th Psalm, the Psalmist scans God's creation.  He looks into the depths of space, thinks of the wonders of the heavens and feels utterly dwarfed.  "When I consider Thy heavens ... what is man, that thou art mindful, of him?"

Then he answers his own question.

Man is greater than all these: "for thou hast made him but little lower than God (he is first after God!), and crownest him with glory and honour.  Thou maddest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands;  Thou hast put all things under his feet:"

More, of all created "things", only man can respond to the Creator "who "visits" him and "cares for" him.

3.2.
Man's value: the teaching of our Lord.

Wheeler Robinson points out that "the supreme value of man as the child of God.  He draws attention to three comparisons made by our Lord showing "the unique and priceless worth of human life in the eyes of God."

3.2.1
He contrasts man with cherished institutions, and asserts, without qualification, that no institution has the worth of the human lives for which it was instituted - "the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath" (Mk.2.27)

3.2.2
He contrasts men with the other tenants of the world, and says, "Ye are of more value than many sparrows .... how much is a man of more value than a sheep ! (Matt.10.31; Lk.12.7; Matt.12.12)

3.2.3
Finally, the spiritual possibilities of one man's life are said to be worth more than the actual possession of the whole material world (Mark 8.36,37). This supreme value lies in the distinctive attributes of human nature, its spiritual and moral interests.  A maimed body is better than a lost life (Mk.9.43-47); the one thing needful is spiritual life (Lk.10.38-42); the leaven of the Pharisees is more perilous than it is to have but one loaf in the boat (Mk.8.14f).

Donald Guthrie discusses other aspects of the value of man to be seen in such statements as the disaster of 'losing one's self even after gaining the world (Mk 8.17; Mt.16.26; Lk.9.25) This sets out man's value over against his achievements, his possessions, his power.  Jesus is more concerned about what man is rather than what he has… This does not mean Jesus is unconcerned about man's present environment… what he is pointing out is the principle of priorities - that man matters more than things... there is nothing to suggest that Jesus would have supported the view that a perfect environment would lead to a full realisation of man's potential... when he said that a maimed body was preferable to a forfeited life, he had in mind the view that it was worth any cost to secure the true fulfillment of man, but that this would not necessarily presuppose ideal physical conditions... spiritual values take precedence over physical. (Guthrie)

3.3
God's final revelation of Himself comes not through creation, but though His becoming a man, in the person of our Lord.  He has not abandoned human nature but has glorified it.  He is still "The man Christ Jesus"  There is a Man on the throne of the universe.

3.4.
The third person of the Trinity comes to live within men.  "Man" is "the dwelling place of God", says A W Tozer.

3.5.
It is the purpose of the exalted "Man" to associate other men with Him in His rule over the universe.  Man has the greatest of destinies.

Conclusion:

This is not a "man-cantered" view of the universe.  It is interesting to note that those who deny God end by degrading man.  The effort to "liberate" man from submission to God only enslaves him.  This is particularly evidenced in Camus' “L’homme revolte", in which after declaring that European man has shaken off the shackles of religion, -i.e. of seeing himself as a creature of God, he then has to explain the enormities of Fascism, Communist, Sadism and the like.  His argument is self-defeating.

Man's value is the value God places upon him.

His worth in the universe is derived from the rank God has conferred upon him, the nature God has given him, and the companionship God offers him.
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