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Month 1 - October

THE DOCTRINE OF SCRIPTURE - PART I

How to use this course.

You remember what you find out for yourself!  This course is designed to help you to discover the truths about the Bible.

Please do not start by reading the course through!

When you come to a dotted line -------- followed by italics - the italics indicate an exercise for you to do before moving on to the next section.

Read on only after completing the exercise.

Passages from the textbook, ‘Major Bible Themes’, are indicated in the lesson, and should be read at that point.  If however, you want to read a section of the textbook on this or other subjects before tackling the project work, please do so!

The advantage of Chafer is that he deals with all the major doctrines in a reasonably priced volume.  Many books exist on the subject of inspiration, however, the work most frequently quoted in the lesson is J I Packer’s “God has spoken”.  His “Fundamentalism and the Word of God” covers much the same ground, and he has a short article on “Inspiration” in the New Bible Commentary.  You may find B.B. Warfield’s “Inspiration and Authority of the Bible” heavy going, but it is probably the greatest book ever written on this subject.  Edward Young’s “Thy Word is Truth” and Brian H Edwards’ “Nothing but the Truth” are also well worth reading - among many others.

INTRODUCTION

“Well, the Bible says ………..”

“The Bible says!  Who believes what the Bible says anyway!”

Have you ever been involved in a discussion like that?  It is true that Christians quote the Bible as their authority.  This means that before we can look at the great teachings of the Bible, we must first look at the Bible itself, as well as what the Bible has to say about itself.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Read Chafer, pages 11-12 (halfway down) Look up 3 of the references and write them down below.

Now read the supporting evidence from these claims “External Evidence”. Pp. 13-15

A.  REVELATION

WHY DO WE NEED A BOOK LIKE THE BIBLE?

You may learn truth in two ways.  You may either find it out for yourself, or you may be taught it by another.  Truth may be discovered by you, or revealed to you. What is important to understand is that truth can never be invented or made up. The discovery of truth is not the same as the inventing of a concept that one might hold to be true.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What does the Bible say about man’s ability to discover the truth about God himself apart from God’s intervention? Job 11:7   See Matt. 11:25-28, 1 Cor. 2:11

Answer in your own words (giving a concise reason for your answer):

Now compare what you have written with the following.

We can never discover God by our own efforts.  We can only know Him as He is pleased to reveal Himself to us.  “No one can know God, unless God Himself be the teacher …. Without God, God cannot be known.”  Irenaeus.

DOES GOD REVEAL HIMSELF APART FROM THE BIBLE?

Answer 1:

Psalm 19:2-4: 8:3; Romans 1:20

(Your summary)

Answer 2:

Acts 14:17; Matthew 5:45

(Your summary)

Answer 3:

Romans 2:15

(Your summary)

From these passages we learn that:

1.  God may be known through His works.

2.  God is also revealed through His providence, His care for the world.

3.  God is revealed through man’s inner consciousness, or conscience.

This we call - GENERAL REVELATION.  IS THIS GENERAL REVELATION SUFFICIENT?

1.  Do men in fact get to know God?


Acts 17:23; 1 Cor. 1:21; Gal. 4:8; 1 Thess. 4:5


Answer (explain your answer):

2.  What does man do with his initial revelation?  Romans 1:18-23, 28 (These verses give the Biblical answer to the question – however, the whole passage is relevant!)

Answer:

“Christless men, all the world over, are ignorant of God with an ignorance which is wilful, and therefore guilty”. (Rom. 1:26)

Underlying all the observable factors conditioning our beliefs and actions, which the human sciences can and do study, is the act of man refusing to respond to God’s light and the act of God giving him up to intellectual and moral darkness - “God allows recalcitrant man to believe and do what he likes.” (Packer) (Rom. 1:23-32, Eph. 4:1-18, 2 Tim 4:3-4).

SPECIAL REVELATION

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.  Psalm 19 begins by affirming that God reveals Himself through His work in nature.


In what other way may God be known, according to verses 7-14?


Through His ________________.


What is accomplished by this means according to verses 7-14?

2.  To which people was this revelation originally given?  Romans 3:1-2, 9:3-5

Answer:

3.  What were the two great stages in the giving of the revelation?





Hebrews 1:1-2

John 1:17-18


Answer: “in the past” ___________________________________________


“in the last days _______________________________________________

“God spoke … by the prophets” (1st stage)

Deut. 18:14-19 describes the function of the prophet.  What is the difference between a prophet described in this passage and any other great speaker or writer?


Answer:

Now read the following.  Make a note of anything that is not clear to you.

(i)  Definition of prophecy

Prophet - Gk.”pro-phemi” - who speaks for. See Deut. 18:14-15, and the illustration of Exodus 7:1-2. 

See also 1 Sam. 3:1-21; Isa. 6:8, Jer. 1:1,9; Ezekiel 2:1-10, Amos. 3:7, 7:14-16

In this sense Moses and David were prophets (Luke 24:44, John 5:46-7, 

Acts 2:25-35)


“Thus says the Lord” is a phrase, which occurs 3808 times in the OT.

(ii)  Confirmation of prophecy


…… in what has been foretold coming to pass   Deut. 18:14-15; Jer. 28:1-17


…… in what is said being consistent with previous revelation   Deut. 13:1-5

(iii)  The prophetic message retains its validity.


“His messages once given retained validity for the future”.

“The Word of the Lord abideth for ever”. 1 Peter 1:25, Is. 40:8.

“The Holy Ghost says” (not ‘said’) Hebrews 3:7 (Ps. 95:2-11) and 

Hebrews 8:8-12 (Jer. 31:33)

(iv)  The Old Testament account as a whole is regarded as “prophetic”, i.e. the very words of God.

“the author to the Hebrews regards not only prophetic oracles but the whole O.T. as verbal revelation from God …. His whole argument is based on O.T. passages, all of which he treats as prophetic, spoken by God in His own person.” (quotations: J Packer)

“God … has spoken to us in His Son …” (2nd stage)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What was the source of Jesus, teaching?  (Look at the following references to find the answer,
and write out 3 of them in full.)


Jn. 7:16; 8:26,28,38,40-43; Jn. 12:44-50; 14:10,24; 15:15; 17:8,14; 18.37

References:

Your answer:


See also Matt: 24:35 etc.

Although all that Jesus is, is a revelation of God (“He that hath seen Me has seen the Father”) - indeed, THE revelation of God - it is supremely through His Words that God makes Himself known to us (Jn. 14:10).

5.  (i)
Jesus wrote none of His Words Himself!  

How then may we know what He said and did?  John 20:30-31; 21:24-25



Answer:

(ii)  What is the name given to those involved in the recording of Christ’s words and deeds?  


       Acts 1:1-2


Answer:

(iii)  What qualification did these “witnesses” need?  Acts 1:21-26


Answer:

(iv)  How may we be sure that they transmitted Jesus’ words faithfully?  


       John 14:25-26, 2 Peter 1:21


       Answer:

Now read the following, and make a note of any questions you have.

The apostle is the delegate of the Lord (Eph. 2:20; 3:5), chosen by Him (Jn. 15:16); an eyewitness of the resurrection (Acts 1:22; 1 Cor. 15:8), receiving the Lord’s message directly.  The Apostles claim (1 Cor. 14:37; 2 Cor. 10, 12:12).  They have no successors, for the qualification was to have seen the risen Lord.  However, they have left us their teaching enshrined in the New Testament and to be in the apostolic succession is to believe the “doctrine of the apostles.”  (Acts 2:42)  It is sometimes said that the early Church did very well without the New Testament … however, remember that the Church had the apostolic authors of the New Testament themselves, and for us, submission to the apostles is submission to the teaching they have left us in the N.T.  The church, we are told, has been “build upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets.”  (Eph 2:20)

THE BIBLE IS A PROGRESSIVE REVELATION

Hebrews 1:1-3 teaches that God’s revelation of Himself culminated in the coming of His Son.  God’s later revelation of Himself is fuller than His earlier revelation.  Yet the fuller revelation by no means discredits or contradicts the earlier revelation.  It is a “contrast not between crude and refined, primitive and evolved, partly false and wholly true, but between promise and fulfilment, types and antitypes, shadows and substance, incompleteness and perfection, in the two dispensations of divine grace under which men have successively lived.” (Packer)

Deut. 13:1-5 asserted that all future prophetic visions should be tested by what has already been revealed.  They may add or develop, but they may never contradict.

THE BIBLE IS A FINAL REVELATION

In His sovereignty, God has chosen to fulfil His special revelation with the completion of the Old and New Testaments.  As we have seen, the authority of the New Testament is linked to apostolic authorship/involvement.  The apostles are witnesses to the historic resurrection and can, by definition, have no successors.  Jesus made them the specific promise that the Spirit of truth would guide them into “all truth”.  When we come to the letters of Paul to Timothy, Paul refers to a deposit of truth to be believed by all Christians (1 Tim. 4:1,6; 1 Tim. 6:20-21; 2 Tim 1:13; 3:14-17), while Jude refers to “the faith once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3)

“All Churches of all ages must align themselves with the Churches of New Testament

times in direct subjection to the doctrinal and practical teaching of the Apostles” 

(Packer).

Now read Chafer. Pages 31-33, and note any questions or comments.

INSPIRATION

1. The meaning of inspiration:

Revelation has to do with what God has said.

Inspiration has to do with the process by which revelation is recorded. God in revealing himself to man, inspired through His Spirit the recording of His revelation so that people could hear and read it long after it was originally given. Hence the Bible claims to be the perfect record of all that God has revealed.  Let’s look at the book of Jeremiah for an example of this.


What was the source of Jeremiah’s teaching?  Jeremiah 1:4-9


Now look at Jeremiah 36:1-4

Question:
(i)
Whose idea was it to put into writing the messages God had given Jeremiah?
(ii)  Indicate which of the following sentences expresses what Jeremiah 36 says:

EITHER
Jeremiah expressed God’s ideas in his own words and dictates them to Baruch.

OR
The very words Baruch wrote were given to Jeremiah by God.

Read Jeremiah 36:5-7

Question: Why did God’s message to Jeremiah have to be written down?

The simple reading of this record is as much a delivery of the Word of God as if the prophet were standing there himself (36:16), and to refuse the written Word is to refuse God speaking.

There are many other allusions to the making of a written record, or to the existence of that record in book form.  See Exodus 17:14; Josh. 1:8; 2 Kings 11:12, 22:8;

2 Chron. 23:11, 34:14; Nehemiah 8, see also Psalm 12, 19 and especially 119.  Note how in Psalm 12:1-4 the fallibility and deceptiveness of human words are compared with the veracity of the Word of God (vv5-8)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Our Lord’s view of the Old Testament

How did Jesus consider the words of the Old Testament (“The Law”)?  Matt. 5:17-19, especially verse 18.

(i) For our Lord an appeal to “Scripture”, an affirmation, “it is written”, settles a question authoritatively and definitely.  It is by such an appeal to Scripture “it is written,” that He repels the devil (Matt. 4.4ff).  See also Matthew 19:4 and Mark 7:6,9-13.

(ii) Note the use of the term “Scripture” or “the Scriptures” in verses such as John 10.35 (“the Scripture cannot be broken”) or Luke 24:27,44.  See its use in Galatians 3:8; Romans 4:3 and 9:17, where “Scripture says” could be understood, “God says”.

3. The Apostles’ (New Testament) view of the Old Testament.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How are Old Testament quotations regarded in the following passages?

Matt. 22:43-46 (quoting Psalm 110:1)

Hebrews 10:15-18 (Jer. 31:33)

Acts 28:25-27 (Isaiah 6:9)

“The oracles of God” is another way of referring to the Scriptures, where “oracles” is a technical term for supernatural communications from God.  Acts 7:38; Rom. 3:2; Heb. 5:12

“We can see clearly from such references that the apostles regard the Scriptures as the inspired Word of God.  Many who do not accept such a view themselves agree that these were the opinions of the apostles … agreeing “that the Old Testament was for Paul the divine Word, and the term ‘it is written’ equivalent to ‘God says’”.

4. The New Testament

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In 2 Peter 3:2 with what is the teaching of the “apostles” compared?

In verses 15-16 of the same passage, with what does Peter compare the “letters” of “dear brother Paul”?

What conclusion follows?

In 1 Corinthians 2 we read, ‘we speak of God’s secret wisdom … God has revealed it to us by His Spirit … this is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit” (vv.7,10,13).  “These thoughts, the truths made known, and the words in which they are recorded are declared to be equally from the Spirit” (C. Hodge).  Note also 1 Thess. 2:13, where Paul rejoices that his hearers received his teaching, “not as the word of men, but, as it actually is, the Word of God, which is at work in you who believe”.

5. The Extent of Inspiration.

(i) The entire Bible is inspired.

See 2 Tim. 3:16, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God”, and 2 Peter 1:21 says, “No prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation (i.e. the result of human investigation on the part of the writer) … prophecy came not … by the will of man (the fruit of human initiative), but holy men of God spake as they were moved (born along) by the Holy Ghost.”

The Bible comes to us as a whole. If only part is inspired, we are left without a sure guide, for each interpreter will declare that part inspired which fits in with his own prejudices and beliefs.

(ii)
Every word of the Bible is inspired.

We have seen this from our Lord’s words in Matt. 5:17-18, Rev. 22:18-19 makes the claim of inviolability for the words of the book.  This of course applies to the Scriptures as originally given, in the original languages.  Textual scholarship shows that there has been far greater care taken with the transmission of the Biblical text than any other document of ancient times.

See Psalm 119:160

6. The Method of Inspiration.

See Chafer, pages 16 to 20, for a treatment of this point, and then read on to the end of the chapter for a supplementary treatment of the subject of inspiration.

7. The Purpose of the Bible.

Read chapter 3 in Chafer.
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