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Homework Notes
CHRISTOLOGY: THE DOCTRINE OF THE PERSON AND WORK OF CHRIST – Part 2
B.
THE WORK OF CHRIST
In the famous passage in Matthew 16: 13-20 where Peter confesses Jesus as the Christ we read

that “from that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and

suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that He
 must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  “Once the disciples had begun to understand

 who Jesus was, they had to be taught the reason for which He had come, the work He meant to

 do.  So it is quite natural that we, too, should take this as a separate subject.
The disciples found this a hard lesson to understand, nor, indeed did they understand it until after

the resurrection.

Similarly, if the church of the fifth century had come up with a satisfactory expression of the 

mystery of Christ’s Person, it was many many more centuries before a similar clarity emerged with

regard to His death.  As we shall see, only at the time of the Reformation was the truth that the

New Testament had taught all along regarding the reason for the coming of Christ and the

Meaning of His death brought to light.

We may divide the teaching on the work of Christ into three parts:  His Humiliation, His Glorification

and His Return.

1.
His Humiliation and Death
1.1.
His death: the aim of His life!
Why did the Son of God become man according to these verses? Heb 10:5-10; 2:14-
15; Rom 8:3; Gal 4:4-5; Col 1:19-20
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

These verses, as well as many other passages, show that if the Son became man, it was in 

order that He might die as a man.  His birth and His human life were in preparation for His 

death.
 1.2.
His death was the punishment, which He endured for our sins.
          What do the following verses have in common as they speak of the death of Christ?

          Rom 3:21-26; 5:6-10; 2 Cor 5:21; Gal 3: 10-13; Eph 1:7; 1 Peter 3:18; 2:22-25
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We are all under sentence of death.  Christ alone is just.  He does not deserve the 
sentence of death but suffers that sentence in our place.  If the theologians of the first 
century were those who interpreted correctly what the language of the New Testament 
said about the person of Christ, it needed Luther and the Reformation to make explicit 
the New Testament teaching on the death of Christ.  “The re-discoveries of the 
Reformation were as epoch making in their understanding of the death of Christ as in 
their definition of justification... Luther realised the full weight of meaning of the words 

of Scripture, “He was made a curse for us,”  “He bore our sins” ... In his insistence on substitution ... Calvin expounds with clarity and rigorous biblical proof the doctrine of 

penal substitution”. (H. Blocher) 

What do we mean by “penal substitution”?
1.2.1.   The death of Christ was substitutionary.
             To say that Christ died for us is to say that He died in our place, “The Son of



Man came to give His life a ransom for many.” (Mk 10:45)  “For” translates



the Greek preposition “anti” meaning “in the place of”
1.2.2.    The death of Christ was penal.


         When the New Testament says that “Christ has borne our sins” that is to say

         that Christ bore the consequences (the punishment) of our sins.  In the Old 



         Testament the phrase “bear (the weight of) his sin” is to be found in Lev 5:1

                      (“He shall bear his iniquities” RSV).  Further on in this chapter the explanation                                           
          of this phrase is given: “If anyone sins, doing any of those things which the

                      Lord has commanded not to be done, though he does not know it, yet he is

                     guilty and shall bear his iniquity” (v. 17).  To be found “guilty”, is to deserve

                     punishment.  God however, has allowed, In His grace, that another bears this 

                     punishment.  The chapter makes this clear when it says “when a man is guilty 

                     ...  he shall confess the sin he has committed ... he shall bring his guilt offering

                     to the Lord for the sin which he has committed ... a lamb or a goat for a sin

                     offering: and the priest shall make atonement for his sin .... and he shall be
                     forgiven.”  In the New Testament the death of Christ is compared to the 

                     sacrifices of the Old Testament: in 1:29; 1 Peter 1:19; 1 Jn 2:2; 4:10.  These

                     last two verses speak of Jesus as “the atoning sacrifice” (NIV), “the

                     expiation” (RSV).                 
1.2.3.     The death of Christ expiated the sins of ..................

             Fill in the missing word after looking up the following references: 1 Jn.2.2;

            Heb.9:26-28; Hn.1.29; Heb 2.9
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1 Jn 2:2 says that he is “the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the  sins of the whole world”.  He has borne all the punishment for all men everywhere.  The epistle to the Hebrews compares the numerous sacrifices of the Old Testament which could not take away sin (Heb 10:4) with the sacrifice of Christ who “has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (9:26).  “Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people” (v. 28).  “We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (10:10).  “When this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice
for sins, He sat down at the right hand of God ... by one sacrifice He has made perfect forever

those who are being made holy” (10:12,13).
1.2.4.    Christ experienced separation from God.
In order to atone for the sins of the whole world Christ actually experienced that separation from God, which is the lot of the condemned sinner.  The cry of dereliction, “My God ... why hast Thou forsaken me?” shows that the Son was indeed forsaken by God, experiencing that separation from God which is the ultimate punishment for sin: “The Lord has rejected and abandoned (forsaken) this generation which is under His wrath “(Jer. 7.29).  See also Deut 31:17.  The reformers understood this to be the meaning of the statement in the creed that Christ “descended into Hell”.  “My Lord Jesus Christ, by His inexpressible anguish, by the torments and the fears into which His soul was plunged upon the Cross and before, has delivered me from the anguish and the punishment of hell.”  So reads an ancient reformed confession.  As an infinite Person, He could in the few hours He was upon the Cross endure an infinite punishment for our sins.  It was upon the Cross that Christ “descended into hell” so that we might go to be with Him in heaven.

Read chapter 9, “God the Son, His Substitutionary Death”, in “Major bible Themes, and answer questions 1 and 4 at the end of the chapter (Between 100 and 200 words per question)
2.    His Glorification

What happened to Christ after His humiliation on the Cross? Look up the following verses, and summarise what they say in one or two sentences; Phil 2.8-9; Lu 24:26; Jn 7:39; Acts 2:33; 5:31; Rom 8:34; Eph 1:20; 4:10

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

After having described the humiliation of Christ who was “obedient unto death, even the death of the cross”, Paul adds, “Wherefore God hath exalted Him....(Phil 2.8-9).  These and many other passages speak of the glorification of Christ that followed His Humiliation.
2.1.
The reason for His glorification

Without exception, every passage in the New Testament which speaks of the glorification of Christ explains it as the direct result of His humiliation. He is not glorified despite his sufferings but because of His sufferings and death.  “...we see Jesus crowned with glory and honour because of the death He suffered” (Heb 2.9).
2.2

The stages of His glorification.  These are two.

2.2.1.
His resurrection:




(i)
The power of his resurrection
This is the greatest of all miracles, the final and ultimate demonstration of the power of God.  Paul prays that his readers might know the “incomparably great power for us who believed ... like the working of his mighty strength, which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the dead ...”  (Eph 1:19-20).  The resurrection of Christ was not merely survival after death, even physical survival like that of Lazarus.  Lazarus was raised only to die a second time.  But “we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die again: death no longer has mastery over Him” (Rom 6:9).  Sixty years after the resurrection our Lord appears to John and says “I am the living one:  I was dead and behold I am alive forever and ever!” (Rev 1:18).  Nor is resurrection merely the survival of the spirit after death, Christ showed himself physically alive and Phil 3:21 declares that “He will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body”.  Christ lives today in a glorified body.

(ii) 

The certainty of the resurrection.
The tomb was empty.  The affirmation of the disciples could have been decisively disproved by the display of the body of Jesus.  But the body had disappeared.  Where had it gone?  He was not taken out of the tomb; He came out of the tomb!  How many affirm this?  The appearances of the living Christ were the final proof.  During a period of 40 days, at least on ten occasions Jesus showed Himself alive to His disciples, sometimes to one on his or her own, sometimes to 500 at one time.  These appearances took place in different places and at different moments.  Every historical event depends for its credibility upon statements of eyewitnesses.  Few of the events that we count historical have as much support as that of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

(iii)

The significance of the resurrection.


a)
The resurrection is the final proof that Christ is the Son of God 

(Rom. 1:3).
b)
The resurrection is the guarantee that the sacrifice of Christ had been accepted by the Father as a complete satisfaction for the sins of the whole world.  (Rom 4:25; 8:34; Heb 10:12-17).

c)
The resurrection is the guarantee of our salvation (1 Cor 15:14 and 17:22).  To be saved is to share already in the resurrection life of Christ, it is to live with His life (Rom 6:4; Col 2:12 and 3:1).

3.
 His Ascension
In Luke 24:50-53 and Acts 1:6-11 we read how Jesus disappeared as his disciples watched.  Perhaps we would prefer that He would have stayed with them and with us.  The disciples, however, were not saddened by His departure.  Many times the New Testament affirms that Christ has “sat down at the right hand of God”.  He is in the presence of God.  What is more, He is clothed with divine authority; He is “far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under His feet...”  (Eph 1:21-22).  Christ, alone, is Lord!

He reigns over the universe.
He prays for His people.  (Rom 8:34; Heb 7:25; 1 Jn 2: 1-2; Jn 17 and Luke 22:31).

(c)     He gives the Holy Spirit (Jn 14:16; Acts 2:33).  It is the presence of the Holy Spirit which makes effective the preaching of the Word, which converts sinners—baptising them into the body of Christ, the Church, and giving to them His gifts.

Read chapter 10, “God the Son:  His Resurrection”  ‘in “Major Bible Themes”, and answer question 5 and 6 (100-200 words for both answers), and question 13 (100-200 words).

Read chapter 11, “God the Son:  His Ascension and Priestly Ministry”, and note any questions you have below.  An opportunity will be given to answer some of these at our next seminar.

4.
The Return of Christ
We cannot speak of the work of Christ without mention of His return.  On the day of His ascension, at the very moment after He had left His disciples, the promise was re-affirmed to them that He would return (Acts 1:11).  He had already declared that He would come back visibly, gloriously and powerfully.  (Matt 24:30-31: 25:31; 26:63-64).  He will gather His own together (1 Thess 4:15-18), “punish with everlasting destruction... those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (II Thess 1:7-10; 2:8),  and remake the heavens and earth (II Peter 3:10-13) (Rev 21).  Then and only then will the purpose for  which He died be fulfilled. It is His death and resurrection that makes these events certain.
The course on Eschatology (last things) will deal with this great event, or series of events, in more detail.  For a preview of that doctrine you may care to read chapters 12 and 13 in ”Major Bible Themes”.
For the purpose of this course we conclude with a quotation from a confession of Reformation times which expresses the hope of Christ’s coming.
“Finally, we believe, according to the Word of God, that when the time ordained by the Lord will have come (a time unknown by all His creatures) and when the number of the elect will be complete, our Lord Jesus Christ will come from heaven bodily and physically even as He ascended (Acts 1:11), with great glory and majesty, to manifest Himself as judge of the living and of the dead and to set fire to this old world in order to purify it ... the faithful ones and the  elect will be crowned with glory and honour and as a free reward the Lord will grant to them a glory so great that the heart of man could never conceive it.  This is why we await this great day with longing in order that we might fully enjoy the promises of God in Christ our Lord”.

The Belgic confession, final article.
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