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Month 3 - December

THE DOCTRINE OF GOD

The lesson was drawing.  A little boy had drawn a line across his paper, dividing land from sky.  Above the line was the figure of a man.  "What's that? asked the teacher.  "That's God - you told us He lived in the sky".

We may smile at the little boy's idea of God as a man up in the sky.  But we too can have mistaken ideas about Him.  Indeed, whenever we try to imagine for ourselves what God is like, we are certain to be wrong and the second commandment (Exodus 20.4), warns us against making our own image (whether material or mental) of God.  Instead, we must turn to the Bible, where He Himself has shown us what He is like.  We are going to investigate four areas of doctrine pertaining to the person of God.

SUMMARY OF THE DOCTRINE OF GOD

A
WHO IS GOD?   (1st month)


(His Nature and Attributes)







A.1
God is the self-existent One



A.2
God is a Person



A.3
God is an Invisible Person



A.4
God is an Infinite Person



A.5
God is a “tri-unity” of Person

B.
WHAT IS GOD LIKE?   (2nd month)



B.1
"God is Love"



B.2
"God is Light"

C.
WHAT DOES GOD DO?


(To be read, if you have time, and dealt with in February)



Creator



King




Father

Please hand in part A in January and part B and C in February for evaluation

How to use this course:

You remember what you find out for yourself! This course is to help you to discover what the Bible says about God.

Please do not start by reading the course through! 

When you come to a dotted line: -------- followed by italics - the italics indicate an exercise for you to do BEFORE READING THE NEXT SECTION !!!!

Read on only after completing the exercise.

Passages from the textbook, "Major Bible Themes", are indicated in the lesson, and should be read at that point.  If however you want to read a section of the textbook on this, or other subjects, before tackling the project work, please do so!

(Optional reading)   "Knowing God" by J. Packer 

WHO IS GOD?

A.1

God is the self-existent One

A.1.1

The Names of God

A.1.1.1

Hebrew: "Elohim";  "El”




"In the beginning God (Hebrew 'Elohim’) created the heavens and the earth" Gen. 1.1




In the O.T. "Elohim" appears 2000 times.



"El”, which occurs 250 times, is probably a short-ended form of "Elohim".  "El” is used with an adjective which describes a characteristic of God.  God made Himself known to Abraham using three such adjectives, each of which told Abraham something new about the God whose call he had obeyed.  Here are the Hebrew names, and by looking up the verses you will discover what they mean.




Write the meaning below each of the following:

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A.1.1.2 
“El-Elyon”
 Gen.14.22 (write the whole verse and identify the meaning of the name)

(Also in Deut. 32.8; Ps. 9.2; 21.7; 46.4; 83:18; 91.1 etc.  Look up these references only if you have time.  They are for your future use)

A.1.1.3 
"El-Shaddai”
 Gen. 17.1 (write the whole verse and identify the meaning of the name)

(Optional) See also Gen 28.3; 35.11; 43.14; 48.3; 49:25; Ex. 6.3; This Name is frequently used in the book of Job

A.1.1.4
"El Olam”
Gen.21.33 (write the whole verse and identify the meaning of the 
name)
(Optional) see also Is. 40.28; Ps. 41.13; 90.2; 93.2

Now summarise what Abraham believed about God, basing your summary on the meaning of these three names only.

A.1.1.5

"Yahweh", translated "the LORD" (7000 times)

Read Exodus 3.13-14, where we learn how God gave this Name to Moses. What does it mean?

“Yahweh is the name which particularly expresses the character of God, and is that which is given in the story of the burning bush in Exodus 3.11-15. Moses asks the One who speaks to him out of the midst of the bush to name Himself.  God said to Moses, “I am who I am.  This is what you are to say to the Israelites: I am has sent me to you”.

The phrase “I am” could also be translated “I will be”.  In verse 12 God had promised to Moses, “I will be with you”.  It is this promise, which becomes His personal name.  The tense of the verb in verse 12 and verse 14 is the same.  The title given in verse 14 could be translated, “I will be what I will be”.  This is not only an affirmation of God's independent existence, but also of His activity, of His promise to reveal Himself.  It is the remainder of Biblical history, which will show who God is, as He intervenes constantly on behalf of His people.  His name is the echo of the promise made in verse 12.  It is His commitment never to leave or abandon this people.

When God speaks of Himself, He says, “I am”, or “I will be”.  This is the first person of the verb 'to be'.  But when He is spoken of, it is quite naturally in the third person, “He is”, or “He will be”.  The name 'Yahweh’ in all probability comes from the third person of the Hebrew verb, 'to be'.

In fact, the Jews had such a respect for this name that they never used it.  In the Hebrew Bible, whenever this name occurs, instead of reading it as it stood, the term 'Adonai’, was used.  The English name for God, 'Jehovah', is actually a misnomer, for it is a reading of the consonants for 'Yahweh’, with the vowels for 'Adonai’.

“I will be what I will be”.  God reveals different aspects of His character in the later Biblical revelation and these aspects or attributes are often associated with the original name to form a kind of double-barrelled name.

(Look up the following verses, and write out these composite "names" of 'the LORD' and what they mean)
Gen. 22.14

Ex. 17.15

Judges 6.24

Jeremiah 23.6; 33.16

Ezekiel 48.35

I Sam. 1.3 (in AV. or RSV)

(This name appears more than 260 times)

READING
Read page 41 of "Major Bible Themes",  "The Names of God", for more information about the names of God, including "Adonai”, Lord.

A.1.2

The significance of "the NAME" of God

For us, a name is the means by which we distinguish between one person and another.  But the use of names in Bible times had a far more profound significance.  The name stood for the person.  Very often the name recalls the character of the person. ‘Jacob’ means 'twister'.  But when Jacob’s character is transformed by the grace of God, he must be given another name, which testifies to this transformation, he becomes 'Israel',  'God conquers'.  He has been mastered by God.

Similarly, the name of God stands for His essential character.  ‘O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!' (Ps 8.1)  When Moses asks to see God's glory, i.e. His essential character, the answer he receives is that God will proclaim before him 'the name of the Lord'. (Ex 33.17-23, especially verse 19).

When God condescends to reveal Himself at a particular place, this is expressed by the words; 'My name will be there'. (I Kings 8.29; 11.36; 14.21; II Kings 21.4,7).

This means that God reveals Himself in that place and that it is there He makes a rendezvous with men.

A.1.3

The relationship between "Elohim" and "Yahweh"

The origin of "El' and "Elohim" is uncertain, but these words may have been originally terms to designate the notion of authority.  Very occasionally they are used in the O.T. to designate angels and human rulers (Ps 8.6; 82.1,6). The great majority of times, however, they designate the supreme authority of God Himself.  We might say that they are titles rather than personal names, just as "Her Majesty" is a title for the person who bears the name "Elizabeth”.

"Yahweh", however, is a personal name.

A.2

God is a Person

A.2.1
The God so designated has personal characteristics

A.2.2
       What do the following verses say that God has or does?

Is. 40.13-14

Rom. 11.33-34


Answer.  God has ____________________________________________

A.2.3
What else is attributed to God in the following verses? 


Ps 77.9


Is 63.15

Answer.  God has ___________________________________________

A.2.4
What do the following verses say God does? 

Matt. 18.14

Jn 4.34

Jn 6.38-40 (phrases speaking of the "Father")

Acts 21.14

Eph. 1.11

Answer.  God _____________________________________________

Conclusion:
God is a personal being.  He thinks, feels, wills, and has a personal name.

"New Age" and the many forms of eastern mysticism deny this.  God is a sort of "world soul", "the ground of being", and is identified with the world.

What is the Biblical account of the relationship between God and "nature", between God and the universe?



Gen 1.1


Prov. 3.19


1 Kings 8.27


Acts 17.24



Ps 102.25-27


Heb 1.10-12
Your summary:

Conclusion

According to the Bible God is a personal Being.  He has personal Names.  Personal characteristics, thought, feeling and willing, are attributed to Him.

He is not to be identified with the world, as some intangible "soul" or "life force".  We are not to seek Him in ourselves or in nature, as Eastern mysticism maintains.  On the contrary, He existed before the creation, and he will continue to exist when the present creation is no more.  So He exists independently of Creation.  The relationship between God and the universe is similar to the relationship between a sculptor and a sculpture, or an artist and his painting.  Neither is to be identified with their work, but their work is an expression of their nature.

There are further arguments for the personality of God, not dealt with above. 

1. Human terms are used to describe God.  He is spoken of as hearing, seeing, even laughing!

2. In the Bible He sometimes reveals Himself in human form (Gen.18.1-2, 13; 32.25,31 etc.).

3. He is given personal titles: "King" (Is.6 etc.), "Father" (Deut.32.6 etc).

4. The greatest argument of all is that the final and full revelation of God is only through a Person, Jesus Christ.  Heb.1.1

Note what Psalm 94.9 says: “Does He Who implanted the ear not hear?  Does He Who formed the eye not see?”

The God who made us as personal beings cannot be less that His Creation! Persons could have been created only by a supreme Person.

Why is it important to affirm the personality of God?  Because upon this, our relationship with Him depends. Only if He is a Person can we enter into personal relationships with Him.  (Deut.6.5.) Upon this affirmation our very salvation depends (John 17.3).

A.3
God is an invisible Person

A.3.1
God is an invisible Person ("God is Spirit" Jn 4.24)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A.3.2

What do the following verses teach us about God?  Write out just the phrase alongside each verse, which tells us about God. e.g. John 1.8 "No man has seen God at any time"


Deut.4. 9-14, especially verse 12


1 Tim 1.17


1 Tim 6.16


Col 1.15


Summary.

“God is _____________________________________”(one word will do)

A.3.3

What do the following verses tell us not to do?  Again, just write in the relevant phrase.



Deut 4.15-19, 23.


Ex 20.4 and Deut 5.6-8

A.3.4
Summary:
"God forbids ________________________________________”
A.3.5
Why is it wrong to do this, according to the following verses? 


Write down the relevant phrase

Is 40.18-20; 25-26.

Summary:
 "Because ____________________________________.”

A.3.6

Where may we "see" God?  Jn 1.18 Jn 14.8-9 Jn 20.27-28 Col 1.13-15

Summary:   "God may be seen only in _____________________________””

This brief study has shown us one of the most fundamental teachings of the Bible about God: (1) He is invisible (2) He may not be represented by any material form, be it drawing or image (3) He may be "seen" only in Christ.

A.4
God is Infinite

A.4.1
God is infinite.


("Infinite" means "without limit")

A.4.2
 God and Time

What do the following verses tell us about God's relationship to time?  Write down just the relevant phrase.


      Deut 32.40

Ps 90.1-2

Ps 102.27

I Tim 1.17


Summarise what you have found:

Now check what you have written: 

A.4.2.1     God is not limited by time. 

A.4.2.2     He can do anything in zero time. (2 Peter 3.8) He has created time!



    God alone is "eternal" (1 Tim.6.16):


A.4.2.3.1   Matter has a beginning and an end (Gen 1.1; 2 Peter 3.10; Rev 21.1)


A.4.2.3.2   Angels and men may be "immortal", but



A.4.2.3.2.1
they all had a beginning

A.4.2.3.2.2
their immortality is derived - i.e. they are immortal because God has made them so; their immortality derives from His.

A.4.2 God and Space

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What do Psalm 139.7-10 and Jer 23.24 teach us about God and space?  (See also 1 Kings 8.27)

Relevant phrases:

Your summary:

Now check what you have written.

A.4.2.1
"Where shall I go from Thy Spirit?"


This means that God is everywhere present in PERSON - all that there is of God is present in every place.  Although He fills Heaven and earth, He is completely, personally present in the smallest atom.  Where there is nothing else, He is present.

A.4.2.2  His Presence is manifested locally

The truth of God's "omnipresence" ("presence everywhere") does not exclude local manifestations of His Presence, enabling men to meet with Him at or in:

· The tabernacle (Ex 25.8; 29.44-46; Num 5.3, etc); 

· The temple (1 Kings 6.11-13); 

· The physical body of Jesus (Jn 1.14-18; Col 1:19, 2:9).

The "dwelling" of the Father is in "Heaven", Ps.113.5; 123.1; Is.66.1; Matt 6.9 etc.

The "dwelling" of the Son is at the right hand of the Father; Ps.110.1 (quoted 5 times in the N.T.), Luke 22.69; Rev.3.21, etc.

The Holy Spirit "dwells" in the believer (1 Cor. 6.19) and in the Church (1 Cor.3.16; Eph.2.22).


This is where the claims of people to "find God in nature" are suspect, for He has laid down where His Presence may be known and experienced, and has said nothing about gardens or flowers!


A.4.2.3
The rejection of pantheism 



 Pantheism affirms:

- "the unity of substance, identifying God with the world.” It teaches that "God is everything.  Everything is God.  We are all part of God".  It is this belief that underlies the enthusiasm of some for talking to flowers and of others for conscience-centred meditation exercises, focussing on the "god" who is said to be within each man.  Biblical meditation turns our attention to the God beyond and above us who makes Himself known through his Word.

A.4.3
God and Information

What do the following verses teach about God's knowledge? (Look up at least the first 4 references)

Job 11.7; 37.16; 
Ps 33.13-15; 


Ps 139.2-6; 147.5;

Mal 3.16; 

Matt 6.8; 10.29-30; 

Acts 15.8; 

Rom 11.33;

Eph 3.10; 

Heb 4.13; 


1 Jn 3.20


Your Summary:

Check what you have written with the following:

"God knows everything about past, present and future.  His knowledge does not increase with time as does ours, because He has always known everything.  He can neither learn nor forget.  He does not have to come to conclusions by reasoning, as we do.  He knows what would have happened in different circumstances."

 A.4.4
God's Ability


What
do these verses tell us about God's capacity to act? (Look up at least the first four references)

Gen 17.1; 18.14; 
Jer 32.17,27;

 Job 42.2   
  Ps 115.3

Matt 19.26; 

Rom 4.17;

 Eph 1.11, 19-21; 3.20


Your answer:

Now check what you have written:

God can do all He wants to.  His power, and His power alone, is unlimited.

Is there anything God cannot do?  Look up the following references, and summarise what they tell us about God's capacity:

· 2 Tim 2.13

· Titus 1.2

·  Heb 6.18

·  James 1.13

Your answer:

"God cannot......................................................”

Now check your answer:

God can do all He wants to.  The only things He cannot do are those which are contrary to His nature and His holy character. He cannot do them because He does not will to do them.  So His infinite power is determined by His Holy Will.

God does not always put forth all His power, as a man may not use all his strength.  To be master of one's powers and thus to limit oneself is a proof of strength rather than an admission of weakness.

God can do all He wills to do, He does not always will to do all He can do.  "The sovereignty of God is absolute.  Even the rebellious, the unbelieving, the demons and Satan himself are not outside the control of God.  The prologue of Job shows us that the devil cannot go beyond the limits that God imposes upon him (Job 1.12; 2.6). One day God will put an end to all the efforts of evil men and spirits (Ps.46.8-11).”

"It is not our prerogative to enquire after the reason why God permits for the moment injustice, war and other manifestations of human wickedness.  We should rather "bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation" (2 Peter 3.15). Had He intervened decisively to eliminate evil before now, we would not have been saved! Rather than complain of God's patient tolerance of evil, let us take advantage of it to escape the certain judgement that He will one day inflict."








(J.M. Nicole "Summary of Christian Doctrine")

"God's nature knows neither bounds nor limits.  All His attributes and perfections He possesses to an unlimited degree.  There cannot be more than one Infinite Being!  He is infinitely great, infinitely powerful, but He limits His action when it pleases Him to do so.  His greatness does not prevent His noting the smallest details of His Creation - the smallness of the atom, is as much an object of His attention as the vastness of the universe, and all that He does in saving men bears the stamp of His infinity.  Because there is no limit to God, there is no limit to His saving power."

(G.W. Winston, Belgian Bible Institute Course.)

Conclusion:
To say that God is infinite means that He is not limited:

· by TIME - He is Eternal

·  by SPACE - He is Everywhere Present - (“omnipresence”)

· in KNOWLEDGE - He knows All Things (“omniscience”)

· in His ABILITY - He has Ultimate Control (“omnipotence”)

A.5   God is a “tri-unity” of Person

A.5.1
THERE IS ……………… GOD (complete the sentence after working through the section below.)

A.5.1.1 
Question 1. The religions of Biblical times as well as Hinduism, Animism, Occultism and other religions of our own day affirm that there are many "gods" or divine beings.  What does the Bible say?  (fill in  below)

A.5.1.1.1
In the Old Testament -


Deut.
6.4


Isaiah
44.6



45.18



46.9

A.5.1.1.2
In the New Testament -



Mark
12.29

A.5.1.2.
Question 2: How does the Bible view other "deities" or gods?  Summarise the teaching of each of the passages below in one or two short sentences.

A.5.1.2.1.
Old Testament



Ps. 
115.3-8



Is. 
41.22-24




44.12-20

A.5.1.2.2.    
New Testament



Acts
14.11-17



Acts
17.16,22-31, especially v.29



I Cor
8.4-6

(Now complete the sentence above in A.5.1.: "There is ……………………………   )

A.5.2    This one God “subsists” in …… persons: …….……., ……..…, and  ……………….….. .


(Complete the sentence after working through the section below)


Indicate which "Persons" are mentioned in each of the following passages


Matt.
28.19

Matt.
3.13-17

Acts
2.32-33


Acts
4 . 23-31


Acts
7. 55


Acts
10. 38

1 Peter
 1.2-3

A.5.3
EACH PERSON IS ……………..……….


(Complete the sentence after working through the section).

A.5.3.1. What do the following verses teach us about the Father?





John
20.17





Rom.
1.7





1 Cor.
1.3






8.6


Answer:
The Father is ………………………….


A.5.3.2.

What do the following verses teach us about the Son?



John
1.1 (the Son is called "the Word”)





20.28



Rom.
9.5



Col.
2.9



Heb.
1.8



Titus
2.13



1 Jn.
5.20 (NIV)


Answer:
The Son is ……………………………

A.5.3.3.
What do the following verses teach us about the Holy Spirit?

A.5.3.3.1.
Acts 5.3-4 

To help you find the implications of this passage, complete the following statement after you have read it: "To lie to the Holy Spirit is to lie to …………”



A.5.3.3.2    Acts 28.25-27



      Who is said to be the author of the statement in verses 26 to 27?





……………………………………………….

Now look at the passage of which these verses in Acts are a quotation, in Isaiah 6.8-10.

Who is said to be the speaker in Isaiah 6.8? ……………………………….

Now complete the following sentence.

 "When the Holy Spirit speaks, you could just as well say ………………………… speaks”.

Now compare Hebrews 10.15-17 with Jeremiah 31.31-34

"To say 'the Holy Spirit testifies' is the same as saying …………………………… “.

Look at 2 Cor. 3.17 and complete this sentence "The Holy Spirit is spoken of as ………………………”.

Conclusion: "The Holy Spirit is
“.

Now read pages 37-41 (top) of "Major Bible Themes".  We will look at the arguments for the existence of God in our next and final section. Read pages 45-55 and pages 87-89 for further information about the deity and the personality of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Note any questions you may have.

A.5.4
INTERNAL RELATIONS OF THE TRINITY

"God is love".  Relations between the Persons of the Trinity are the eternal expression of everlasting love.  The New Testament represents the Father as addressing the Son, (Mark 1.11; Luke 3.22) and the Son as enjoying constant fellowship with the Father (Matt.11.25-26; 26.39; John 11.41; 12.27-28). God does not change.  If God is a Father, He has always been a Father.  The relationship between Father and Son is an eternal relationship of love, without beginning or end.  The Holy Spirit speaks to the Father through the prayers that He inspires in the heart of the believer (Romans 8.26-27). Each Person is equally divine and eternal.  The Bible expresses a certain order, or priority amongst the Persons of the Trinity, but this does not carry the notion of superiority.  It is for this reason we may speak of the first, second and third persons of the Trinity, i.e. of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  It is the Father who sends the Son into the world, not the opposite.  Father and Son together send the Holy Spirit.  God the Father is not however more divine, more holy or more powerful than the two other Persons.  The Three Persons are equal in nature and attributes.

A.5.5
EXTERNAL RELATIONS OF THE TRINITY

Each Person plays a particular role: the Father is the Architect of Creation and it is He Who plans salvation (Ps.2.7-9; 40.6-9; Is.53.10; Matt. 12.32; Eph.1.3-6; Jn.17.4 etc).  If all things come from the Father, they exist by the Son.  The Universe was created and is upheld by the Son (Jn.1.3,10; Heb.1.2-3). It is the speciality of the Holy Spirit to act directly on creation.  To Him are attributed creative acts (Gen.1.1; Ps.33.6); the giving of life (Ps.104.30; Job.33.4; Ezek.37); the gift to men of skills and abilities enabling them to serve God (Ex.31.3; Nu.11.25-29; Is.11.2). The Holy Spirit equips Christ for His ministry (Luke 4.14,18; Acts 1.2; 10.28; Matt.12.28). He inspires the authors of the Scriptures (2 Tim.3.16; 2 Peter 1.20-21) and He imparts new life to the believer and animates the Church.

“Take away the distinction of Persons in the Trinity and you overthrow man’s redemption, for God the Father being offended with man for sin, how should He be pacified without a mediator?  This mediator is Christ, Who makes our peace.  Christ … having shed His blood, how shall this blood be applied except by the Holy Ghost?  If there be not three Persons in the Godhead, man’s salvation cannot be wrought out.  It there be no Second Person in the Trinity, there is no redeemer, if no Third Person, no comforter.  Thus the plank is taken away by which we get to Heaven”.
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