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Month 6 – March
Homework Notes
THE DOCTRINE OF MAN AND SIN

B. THE DOCTRINE OF SIN 

(or: What has gone wrong?)

1.
Origin of sin

1.1. 
How does the Bible describe the world, and man, as originally made?  Gen. 1.31

1.2. Who bears the responsibility for the entry of sin into the world?  Rom 5.12. See also verses 15, 16, 17, 18, 19.

1.3.
Summarise in one or two sentences what these passages teach.
1.4.
Who was affected by Adam's sin, and with what result? (see Rom 5.12 and following verses)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Bible does not explain how we are all affected by Adam's sin.  Two theories have been advanced:

(i)
"Realism": This is the idea that we were all "in Adam" when he sinned, and therefore sinned with him.  In other words, Adam became a sinner when he sinned, and each of us inherits a sinful nature from Adam.

(ii)
"Federalism" This is the idea that Adam is the representative head of the race, and so his act is attributed to each member of the race.  In the same way Christ becomes the head of a new humanity, and His righteousness is attributed to each one who is "in Christ".

Note however that Romans declares that the practical outworking of Adam's sin is that we too commit sins, and it is for our own sins that we incur the penalty of death.  We do not bear the blame for Adam's sin, but for our own wrongdoing.

Read chapter 26 (pages 171-176) of "Major Bible Themes".

2. 
Character of sin

2.1.
The Bible words

2.1.1.
"Chatah" (O.T) 600 times; "hamartia” (N.T) "To miss the mark" See Judges 20.16. The basic idea is one of failure, failure to love God and to obey Him.

2.1.2. "Peshah" (O.T) "rebellion" See 2 Kings 1.1. N.T. words: “adikia” (unrighteousness) 1 Cor.6.8; "anomia” (lawlessness) 1 Jn.3.4; "Parabasis" ("transgression" - to cross over - trespass) Rom.4.15.

2.1.3. "Avon" "iniquity".  The basic idea is "twistedness" - what we mean by the word "crook" ("he's crooked") 1 Kings 17.18; Ps.32.5; Ps.38.5. N.T. words "kakia” "poneria” both translated "evil", "wickedness"

All three of the basic O.T. words are found in the opening words of Psalm 32.

Many other terms are used to describe it - "ra", "evil", the opposite of "tob", "good; "ewel" or "awla", with the idea of injustice or peversion; "rasha” (260t), 'the wicked" as opposed to "the righteous" (tsaddik).  The characteristic description of the sinner in Proverbs is the "fool"; sin is "folly".

2.2.
Sin's essence.

2.2.1.
How is sin described in 1 Timothy 6.10a, James 1.14, 1 John 2.16 (the first two phrases).  Compare Genesis 3.6a (up to "wisdom")

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sin may be defined in terms of covetousness, self-centeredness (1 Tim.6.10; James 1.14; 1 John 2.16).

2.2.2.
How is sin described in I John 3.4; Rom 3.19-20; 1 Tim 1.8-11 and Psalm 51.3-4?

Write a sentence, which summarises the teaching of these passages.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sin is defined in I John 3.4 as "lawlessness".  The first sin was a refusal to do what God had said.  Sin is primarily directed against God, it is a breach of relations with Him.  See Gal.3.19. It is law that makes sin evident.

2.2.3.
How is sin described in I John 2.16 (third phrase)?  Isaiah 2.10-18; Isaiah 10.12 (see verses 5-11 and 13-16 for a description of this attitude); Proverbs 3.34; James 4.6; 1 Peter 5.5. Compare Genesis 3.5

Sin is here spoken of as pride, (Isaiah 47) - the desire to "be as gods".

2.2.4.
What light does James 2.9-11 (especially 10) throw on the teaching that some sins are "mortal" (bringing the threat of eternal punishment) and others only "venial" (less serious)?

2.2.5.
What illustrations are used in the following texts to describe sin and its effects?

(a)
Isaiah 53.6

(b)
Luke 15.4, 8, 13-16.

(c)
Isaiah 1.5-6

(d)
Ephesians 2.1 (not just an illustration)

3.
Sin's Extent

3.1.
Why do we commit acts of sin?  See Jeremiah 13.23; 17.1, 9; Mark 7.20-23; Gal 5.19-21; Romans 8.5, 7-8; Eph 2.3

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sin is a condition as well as an act.  Psalm 51; Jer.17.1,9; 13.23; Mark 7.20-23. The sinful nature of man is described as "the flesh" in Gal 5. 19-20, Rom.8.5,7,8 and elsewhere, and its effect is vividly portrayed in Romans 7 where man is a slave to his sinful nature.  Eph.2.3 declares we are sinners "by nature".  We are born with this condition.  Isa.48.8; Ps.51.5

3.2.
What areas of human life are affected by sin, according to the following passages?  Look up the passages and write a brief summary:

(a)
 Gen 6.5; Rom 1.21 (RSV) Eph 4.17-18; Titus 1.15 (one main area)

(b)
Romans 1.24a, 26a; I Tim 6.10a; 2 Tim 3.2a

(c)
John 8.34, Rom 7.14-21

(d) 
Phil 3.19; Rom
6.12-13

(e) 
Rom 3. 9-18

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sin has infected all our nature.  This is the doctrine of "total depravity": sin influences all we do and all we are: heart, mind, affections, will and body.  The source of sin is not in the body, but the body does become the tool of our sinful nature (Romans 6.12-13). Sin disturbs the relations between the different areas of our humanity.  Desire predominates over thought; the body is treated as though it alone mattered.  It is in the body that the ravages of sin are most obvious, but dealing with the bodily expression of sin is treating symptoms or effects, not causes.  

Sinners "do good" (Luke 6.33), they are good to their children (Luke 11.13). Pagans may do what the law says (Rom.2.14). Cornelius' prayers had value for God (Acts 10.2,4,31,35; 11.14,18) but he still needed salvation.  Jesus "loved" the rich young ruler (Mark 10.17-22). But the best have fallen short - and if the pass mark is 100%, 90% is as much a failure as is 1%!

This relative goodness is solely due to the goodness of God, who restrains human sinfulness (Gen.6.3; Is.63.10; 2 Thess.2.6-7) and is still good to men everywhere and blesses them.  Matt.5.45; Acts 14.17; 1 Tim.4.10.

3.3.
When does the problem of sin begin?  Gen 8.21; Is 48.8; Ps 58.3; Ps 51.5.

3.4.
What can sinful man do to save himself?  Jn 6.44, 65; Rom 8.7; 1 Cor 2.14; 2 Cor 4.3-4.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We are incapable of saving ourselves.  "The sinner cannot summon the strength to turn from evil to God" Jer.13.23; Jn.3.5. Only God's grace can reverse this.  Eph.2.8; Ph.2.13; Acts 11.18; 2 Tim.2.25; Jn.15.5; 1 Cor.4.7.

3.5.
We have seen the effect of sin on the individual. How many are thus affected? Ps 14.1; Rom 3.10-12, 19, 22b-23; I Jn 1.8, 10.

Read chapter 27 of "Major Bible Themes" (pages 177-180)

4 Sin's Consequences

4.1. 
Sin incurs ________________

Fill in the missing word after reading Lev 4.3, 13, 22, 27. The same word is used in each verse.

4.2.
What is guilt?

Look up Deut 25.1-2 and write down what guilt entails: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .  

Although the following verses do not use the word "guilt" they affirm the same principle.  Write a sentence explaining what this is after you have looked at the verses.  Jer 51.56; Psalm 62.12; Rom 2.5-11

The O.T. Hebrew word for "guilt" is "asham" - Lev.4.3,13,22,27. A synonym is "to bear iniquity/sin" (Lev.5.1).

Guilt is liability to punishment.  Deut.25.1-2; Jer.51.56; Ps.62.12; Rom.2.5-11 affirm this principle.

Guilt is a state, not just a feeling.  A person may be guilty but unaware of the fact.  Lev.5.1; James 2.10. It is an abiding condition.  It does not "wear off" with time.  "He shall bear his iniquity" is an oft-recurring phrase.  See Gen.42.21; Jn.3.36.

Guilt is universal.  Rom.3.19

Guilt is secondarily a sense of shame, of unworthiness, fear, stimulated especially by an awareness of God's presence.  Gen.3.10, 17; Is.6.5; Luke 5.8. It is 'uncleanness" (Lev.5.2; Is.6.5; Is.64.6; Nu.5-19; Ezek.36.25; 29; 31.) Sin defiles, "soils" the sinner.

4.3. Sin incurs ………………………

Fill in the missing word after reading the following verses:

Ex 32.33-34; Lev 26.18 (see also context); 2 Sam 3.29; Isa 1.28; Jer 17.10; Rom 1:18, 2.8-9a

4.4 Sin merits……………………….

Read the following verses and complete the sentence: Exodus 32.34; Leviticus 26.21; 2 Sam.3.39; Psalm 11.5-6; Isaiah 1.28; Jer.17.10; Romans 2.9

There are three "theories" of punishment which are summed up in the following three sentences.  Which of them "fits" the passages you have been looking at? 

(a), (b), or (c)

(a)
Wrong doers are punished so that they may subsequently do good. (the remedial theory)

(b) Wrong doers are punished because their conduct deserves thus. (the retributory theory)

(c)
Wrong doers are punished to deter others from doing wrong. (the deterrent theory)

4.5 The punishment for sin is...............…………..

Fill in the missing word after reading the following texts:

Gen 2.17; 1 Chron 10.13; Ezek 18.20, 24, 26, 32.

4.6. The meaning of "death".

The word "death" is used in 3 ways in the Bible.

4.6.1
In what sense is it used in Gen 5.5, 8, 11, 12, etc?

Is there existence after death? See 2.1 of the "Doctrine of Man & Sin Pt 1" and summarise here what you learned there!

4.6.2 In what sense is the word "death" used in Eph 2.1; 1 Tim 5.6   Does Eph 4.18 (phrase beginning "separated") help you to understand this concept?

Look at Luke 15.24 for a further illustration of "death" in this sense. Now summarise your conclusions.

4.6.3
To what "reality" does the term "death" refer to in Rev 2.11; 20.6, 14-15 (especially verses 14-15); 21.8?     (Compare Matt 8.12; 18.8-9; 22.13; 25.30, 41, 46a.)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The punishment for sin is death.  Rom.6.23;5.12; Ezek.18. This is "just", because the rebel against God, the one who turns from God, cuts himself off from the source of his life.  Jer.2.13; Proverbs 8.35-36; Eph.2.12; 4.18. To refuse Him who is Light is to choose outer darkness.

The meaning of "death":   A key thought is, "this brother of yours ... was dead and is alive, was lost and is found." "Dead" is paralleled by "lost"; death is not extinction or cessation but separation.

Physical death is the permanent separation between the personality/soul/spirit and the body, and between the personality and the material environment.

Those who have died continue to exist, but apart from the body. 2 Cor.5.8; Luke 16.26.  They have left this earth and all its associations.  The word 
"depart" is used in Phil.1.23 and 2 Tim.4.6; "exodus" in 2 Peter 1.13-15.


This is irreversible, final. There is no return to this world.  Hebrews 9.27.  This phenomenon is universal.  Only the Bible furnishes an explanation of physical death.

Spiritual death is also a consequence of sin; this is experienced in this life.  Eph.2.1; I Tim.5.6.

It involves condemnation (Jn.3.18-36) and separation from God.  Rom.5.10; Eph.2.12; 4.18. It results in insensitivity, unawareness of God.

Eternal Death is experienced by the impenitent in the life to come.  It is "the second death" of Rev.2.11; 20.6,14; 21.8; "eternal punishment" (Mt.25.46), that everlasting separation from God which is the ultimate consequence of separation from Him in this life, the "outer darkness" of Mt.8.12 etc., experienced in "Hell" (Gk.  Gehenna), referred to 13 times by our Lord Himself (e.g.Matt.18.8; Mark 9.48; Is.66.24), called "perdition", "ruin", "exclusion from the Lord's presence" (2 Thess.1.9). It is an experience that will be conscious, painful and everlasting.

5.
Conclusion

So we conclude the grim analysis of man's condition, left to himself.  But God has not left him to himself.  "God commends His love towards us in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us".  The only remedy for the death through sin is the death of Christ, and the only answer to our diseased condition is the renewal wrought in us by the Holy Spirit.  And that joyful news is the subject of the Doctrine courses that deal with the Person and Work of Christ, and the Work of the Holy Spirit.  Only however when we see how serious is the disease, and what is its essential nature, can we appreciate the mighty remedy that God has provided.
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