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Classroom Notes

Spiritual Gifts



God's Enabling for Our Involvement

Introduction:


- Call to discernment and understanding... 1 Cor 12:1


- Context of 1 Corinthians


- Correct derivation of spiritual truth



Incorrect





Correct


1. Personal Experience



1. Scripture


2. Development of Doctrine



2. Derivation of Truth


3. Scriptural Support




3. Development of Doctrine


4. Interpretation of Truth



4. Validation of Experience


- Confusing Spiritual Gifts and Spirituality


- Creation of a healthy Body:  The goal of this study!

Spiritual Gifts:  A Definition

Def: 
A spiritual gift is a divine enablement (a spiritual capacity) sovereignly bestowed by the Holy Spirit upon every believer to equip the believer for supernatural ministry to others.

1. A divine enablement:

2. Sovereignly bestowed by the Holy Spirit:

3. Upon every believer:

4. To equip the believer for supernatural ministry to others:

Spiritual Gifts

Descriptions of the Gifts

Rom 12:6-8

1 Cor 12-14


Eph 4:11

1 Pet 4:10-11

prophecy

word of wisdom

apostle


speaking

teaching

word of knowledge

prophet

serving

exhorting

faith



evangelist

giving


healing



pastor

ruling


effecting miracles

teacher

showing mercy
prophecy




distinguishing of spirits




speaking in languages




interpretation of languages




apostle




teacher




helps




administrations

1. APOSTLE – the specific office of those who were commissioned by the Lord Himself (Matt.10:2; Heb 2:1-4). They were the foundation upon which the church was built (Eph 2:20). Apostles MUST have seen the resurrected Lord (1 Cor 9:1-2: Acts 1:22); they were a restricted group in the N.T. (i.e. the “Twelve”, Matt 10:2, Lk 9:1); they performed signs, miracles and wonders (2 Cor 12:11, Acts 2:43); they, along with the prophets, were to receive and declare the revelation of God’s Word (Acts 11:28; 21:10-11, Eph 3:5). They are NOT present today because these requirements are impossible today – the foundation has been built and we are the living stones being placed upon it (1 Pet 2:5).

2. PROPHET – In the O.T. the prophet spoke by direct command of God and the test for his authority was his ability to predict or foretell events in the programme of God (Deut 18:20-22). In the N.T. the prophet also was expected to be the recipient of divine revelation, he was often linked with apostleship, and was given as a foundation along with the apostles to the early church (Eph 2:20). There is no “redefining” of the office of Prophet in the N.T. Hence, the N.T. prophet and O.T. prophet performed similar functions at different times and to varying groups of people.

3. TEACHER - An individual given to the church in order to build up and train believers (Eph 4:11-12). Therefore, a teacher is a Christian leader who trains believers in biblical truth and knowledge in order to bring them to maturity in Christ. The Greek word “didasko” is the word from which we derive our English word “didactic”, meaning “intended to instruct; expository.” In 1 Cor 12:28 the teacher is placed immediately under the apostle and prophet. (See also: Matt 8:10, 9:11, 10:24-25: 2 Tim 4:3)

4. PASTOR – the Greek word is that used for “shepherd”. He also is a leader given to build up believers (Eph 4:11-12). He leads and protects his “flock” as does a shepherd. He is a ministry of watching out for and looking over the saints, giving spiritual guidance as necessary. The shepherd nourished and cared for his sheep (Lk 2:8; Matt 9:36, 25:32, 26:31; Jn 10:2-18). So the N.T. pastor is to “nourish and care for” the sheep of the congregation.

5. EVANGELIST – One who takes the gospel of Christ to non-believers and explains the concepts to them clearly. An evangelist is much the same as those we see today. Biblically, as with Philip (Acts 8:26ff), there was a ministry of baptism of new converts as well (however, this does not seem to be a hard and fast rule). The Greek word “euangelistes” comes from the same root word as for the “gospel” and “preaching!” (Acts 21:8; Eph 4:11; 2 Tim 4:5).

6. MINISTRY – Listed as a gift in Rom 12:8 and 1 Pet 4:11, the greek word means “to minister”, “to serve,” “to aid,” etc. Most likely this is service rendered to others. The English word “deacon” is derived from this word it is used in 1 Cor 12:5 to describe and entire category of spiritual gifts.

7. EXHORTATION – Defined only by its name (as with service), the term means “to exhort” or “encourage.” Possibly one who urges, exhorts, encourages others to a more mature and deeper walk with the Lord. The English word for “paraclete” is derived from this word.

8. GIVING – Again, the term itself is the only indication as to the description of the gift. The greek word means “to give, impart, share.” Most likely a supernatural enabling to share and give to others.

9. RULING (LEADING) ​– This gift is also only mentioned in Rom 12:8. the greek translated “ruling” in the KJV and “leading” in the NASB and NKJV means “to rule, direct, manage, govern.” It is used of an elder who rules or leads well in 1 Tim 5:17.

10. MIRACLE-WORKING – this was a sign gift which accompanied the preaching of the Gospel (Mark 16:15-20); i.e. it was to confirm the gospel message during its early, oral proclamation. Miraculous signs were performed by the apostles (Acts 2:43, 19:11) with the exception of Stephen (Acts 6:8) and Philip (Acts 8:6,13). Although God continues to work miracles as he accomplishes natural and supernatural events with precise timing according to His word and promise – the specific sign gift for validation of the oral proclamation of His word is no longer in effect or necessary.

11. WORD OF WISDOM / WORD OF KNOWLEDGE – these gifts are only listed in 1 Cor 12:8. Again, there is no further description of these gifts other than what is contained in the meaning of the words themselves. The word for wisdom (sophos) includes the idea of judgment, discernment, good sense, understanding, astuteness. Therefore, it is possible that this gift is the supernatural and timely application and use of good, sound judgment in particular situations. The word for knowledge (gnosis) is cognizance, comprehension, information. This would align itself more in the area of expression of certain information. Since there is no formal definition for these gifts it is thus difficult to isolate their meaning.

12. SHOWING MERCY – the word itself (eleon) means “to show mercy” or “to have pity.”  This person would most likely be involved in works of mercy, meeting the needs of those in distress. In other words, to mutually and emotionally relate to their needs and give them aid. This gift is listed in Rom 12:8.

13. HEALING – again, this was a sign gift used in conjunction with the early oral proclamation of the gospel. It was used to authenticate the apostles teaching and ministry (Rom 15:18-19, 2 Cor 12:12, Heb 2:4). People were miraculously healed immediately (Acts 14:8-10) and undeniably (Acts 4:15-17).

14. SPEAKING IN LANGUAGES AND INTERPRETATION – This was a gift which was to be “a sign to unbelievers” (1 Cor 14:22). According to Acts 2:4-13 the manifestation of this gift was the ability to speak in other known, earthly languages (which are listed in vss 9-11) “proclaiming the mighty deeds of God” as the spirit gave utterance. There are only three instances of this in Acts (2:4, 10:46 and 19:6). The occurrences in 10:46 and 19:6 give no further information regarding the gift other than to intimate that they are they same gift as the Acts 2 occurrence. The interpretation gift was simply that of translating the language for those present on this evangelistic encounter who did not know the language, so that they might benefit.

15. ABILITY TO GOVERN – the greek word “kubernesis” is translated “government” or “administration” in 1 Cor 12:28. This is the only usage of this term in the N.T. it is closely associated with the gift of ruling with some emphasis upon organizing or managing. It is from the same greek route as the word for steersman. Hence, this is the ministry of guiding or steering the affairs of the local church.

16. HELPS – this gift as with others, is only mentioned once in 1 Cor 12:28. The word itself is literally “help” or “assistance.” This is most probably the help or giving of assistance to others.

17. DISCERNING OF SPIRITS – it seems likely that this gift was used to discern whether the message was truly from God before the word was written. Today the word of God is present to be used as a measuring stick to judge the consistency of the words and statements of others. In Heb 5:12-14, we are given a direct indication of what it is that allows us to “discern good and evil”; it is the word of God. A person with the gift of discernment today, however, might be able to derive information (i.e. helpful in counselling) strictly from the very actions and attitudes of another individual.

18. FAITH – although it is true that all believers are to exhibit faith, this gift must be the ability to exercise faith in unusual situations or on an unusual scale. This gift is also directed to the edification of others. This gift is only listed in 1 Cor 12:9.
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