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                                                                               November
                                                                                Homework Notes
DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

WHAT HE DOES (New Testament)

1.  
His Ministry in Jesus

Introduction.  See previous handout for the foretelling of this ministry in the Old Testament.

1.1 
His Birth

According to Matthew 1:18, 20 and Luke 1:35, His birth through the Virgin Mary was due to the action of the Holy Spirit.

1.2 
His Baptism

(Matthew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-13, Luke 3:21-23).

As our lord consecrates himself to the accomplishment of the will of God, identifying himself with sinful humanity by His baptism, the Holy Spirit comes upon Him to enable him to accomplish his ministry.  "Messiah" means, "anointed one", so Jesus is anointed by the Holy Spirit.  This is the only visible manifestation of the Holy Spirit.  The dove is the emblem both of peace and of sacrifice (Luke 2:24, Lev 12:8).  According to John 3:34 Jesus received the Holy Spirit "without limit".  The Spirit He so receives He will give to those who follow Him, according to John the Baptist.

1.3
His Ministry

All that Jesus does is according to the will of the Father and by the power of the Holy Spirit.  He is directed by the Spirit (Luke 4:1), and His acts are performed by the power of the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:14).  His words are uttered under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:16).  According to Heb 9:14 He was enabled to offer His sacrifice on the cross by the Holy Spirit and His resurrection is attributed to the power of the Holy Spirit in Rom. 1:4.

2.
A Promise and its Fulfilment
2.1
The Promise

2.1.1
The promise in the Old Testament. (see previous handout part 3.2)

In the Gospels

All of the Gospels include John's promise that Jesus, upon whom the Holy Spirit descended in an unique way, through Whom the Holy Spirit worked, would give that same Holy Spirit to His followers (Matt 3:11, Mk 1:8, Luke 3:16, Jn 1:32-33).

The Gospels further make clear that the Holy Spirit would be given after the death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord.  John 7:37-39 is a key scripture in this respect.

It is in John 14:15-17, 25-26, 15:26-27, 16:7-16, that we read of how our Lord took these early promises made through John the Baptist and explained, expanded and applied them.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Look at John 14:15-17 and answer the following questions:-

a)
When will the Spirit come? (14:16 & 16:7)

b)
Who gives the Spirit? (Jn 14:16 & 14:26a)

C)
To whom is the Spirit given? (16:7) (see also Eph 1:13; Rom 8:9)

d)
To whom is the Spirit not given?

e)
For how long will the Spirit remain?

f)

Where will the Spirit actually come to dwell?

g)
What results will follow the gift of the Spirit? (vs. 18-20)

1. (18-19a)

2. (19b)

3. (20)

h)
What will the Holy Spirit do for the apostles, according to 14:25-26 and 16:13?

(see also Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:4)

2.2 
The Fulfilment - Acts 2

Pentecost was the second of three great Jewish festivals when Jews from all over the country and indeed all over the world gathered at Jerusalem.  Pentecost was the feast of harvest (Ex 23:16).  It marked the completion of the barley harvest, which had begun at Passover time, but also saw the beginning of the wheat harvest.  Jesus had used harvest as a picture of evangelism (Jn 4:35) and on this day 3,000 were indeed "harvested" for Christ.  Nor did the harvest finish on that day.  It still continues.

2.2.1 The symbols of Wind and Fire

The wind was a picture in the Old Testament of the life-giving, yet invisible, working of God by His Spirit.  See Gen. 2:7 and Ez 37:1-14.  Note also Jn 3:7-8 and 20-22.  Both in Hebrew and Greek the word for "air" or "wind" and "spirit" is the same: “ruach", and "pneuma".

The wind was symbolic, merely the "sound of a wind".  It did not come from north, south, east or west, but from above, speaking of Divine intervention.  It was "violent", a symbol of power and might (Acts 1:8).

The fire.  In the Old Testament divine manifestations were occasionally accompanied by a fiery brightness sometimes called the "glory" of God.  See Gen 15:17-18, Ex 3:2-4, 13:11-22, 19:16, 40:34-35, Is 33:14, Ez 1:27.  God's glory was entering His new temple, not a building, but a people.  The fiery brightness resolves itself into flames like tongues resting on each believer, indicating that all who were present received the Spirit in that moment.

Neither of these signs were ever repeated, showing that here we have a once-and-for-all-event and a new beginning

2.2.2
The significance.  
They were all "filled with the Spirit".  In other passages this event is described in a number of ways.

2.2.2.1
In Acts 10:47 Peter describes the Day of Pentecost as a day when the apostles "received" the Holy Spirit.  John 7:39 looks forward to the time when believers in Jesus would "receive the Holy Spirit".  The disciples could not "receive" the Holy Spirit before He was actually given on this day, from Pentecost on; however, the Holy Spirit is "received" at the moment of faith in Christ.  This is evident from Peter's words at the end of his sermon when he says the gift of the Spirit will be given to all who repent and trust Christ.

2.2.2.2   They "were baptised" in/by the Spirit.

This is how John the Baptist spoke of the gift of the Spirit to the followers of the Messiah.  The significance of this "baptism" is explained in 1 Cor 12:13; "For we were all baptised by/in one spirit into one body".  It is with these words that Paul begins his description of the Christian community as the body of Christ.  Christians form together an organism sharing a common life.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is that aspect of His initial working by which He not only brings Christ to us, but places us in the "body" of Christ, uniting us to all other believers.  On the Day of Pentecost this heterogeneous group of people were welded into one by the action of the Holy Spirit and the same Holy Spirit makes each of us part of the body of Christ at the moment of our salvation.

2.2.3
The sequel.

Part I:  Languages

“All of them began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit was giving them utterance” (Acts 2:4).  They received at that moment the ability to speak a variety of languages without ever having to learn them.  The languages and dialects are clearly listed in vss 9-11.  The purpose of this miraculous sign gift is never discussed in the book of Acts.  However, there are three examples of its use: Acts 2:4-13; 10:44-46; 19:1-6.  Although Acts 2 is the only real description of the use of the gift, the other passages seem only to indicate that the same type phenomenon was present in these cases also.

The explanation of the purpose of the gift of languages is given by Paul in 1 Corinthians chapter 14.  There Paul makes it clear that the purpose of the gift was to signal judgment against the nation of Israel for her rejection of God’s anointed Messiah.  He says in 1 Cor 14:20,

Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; but in evil be babes, but in your thinking be mature.  In the Law it is written, “By men of strange tongues and by the lips of stranger I will speak to this people, and even so they will not listen to Me,” says the Lord.  So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe, but to unbelievers, but prophecy is for a sign, not to unbelievers, but to those who believe.

Paul quotes from Isaiah 28:11 which is a prediction of captivity for disobedient Israel at the hands of foreign speaking Assyria.  The point he is making is that the Israelites would know that they were experiencing God’s judgement when they heard people speaking in a foreign language.  What was fulfilled initially through the Assyrians, was being fulfilled in a present sense through the pouring out of God’s Spirit upon the church, which would ultimately contain Jew and Gentile alike.  In summary form, the testimony of the apostle Paul in Acts 13:44-47 explains the judgement of Israel for rejecting Messiah;

And the next Sabbath nearly the whole city (of Pisidian Antioch) assembled to hear the word of God.  But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy, and began contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming.  And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, “It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.” (See also Romans 11:11-25)

In other words, the gift of languages was given by God to be used as a sign for unbelievers (especially Israelites) that God’s judgement had fallen on the nation due to their rejection of Messiah.  This is the very reason why Paul argues in 1 Corinthians 14 against the use of this gift in the church.

Part 2:  Preaching

"Then Peter... addressed the crowd".  The speaking in languages ceased and was replaced by a meaningful message in the language comprehensible to all present when Peter preached the good news for the first time in the power of the Holy Spirit.  So was fulfilled the promise of Christ, "You will receive power... when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses...... Peter was the first of an innumerable company of witnesses of which you and I are part.

Part 3:  Explanation

Not only does Peter preach the first Gospel sermon, but explains what has happened to the disciples by referring back to Joel's prophecy. He says that Joel's prophecy had been fulfilled in a preview sense, on that very day.  Joel had promised the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on "all people".  The "all" is defined in the next phrase by "your".  Joel is speaking of the people of God.  Initially he means Israel, all who had received the Holy Spirit were Jews, and that "the promise" (of the Holy Spirit, see v.38) is for "all whom the Lord our God will call".  Reading this in the light of subsequent events in the Acts we see that the Holy Spirit is given to all who believe in Christ.  This is perhaps the most important difference between Israel in the Old Testament and God's people (believing Jews and Gentiles) in the New Testament.  In Old Testament times the Holy Spirit came upon only a few in Israel, occasionally, and for a limited time.  The New Testament teaches us that the Holy Spirit lives in every believer forever.

Part 4:  Transformation

Having seen the work of God and the evidence of the Spirit’s indwelling in the lives of these first church members and having heard the words of Peter in beautiful gospel presentation, we are told in Acts 2:37 that those present were “pierced to the heart” and immediately sought an answer to their dilemma.  And when Peter points them to repentance and forgiveness three thousand believe and are baptised.  The church then begins to set the foundational principals of Bible teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread and prayer into the core of its practice (Acts 2:42).  Following this the church is strengthened and the witness is powerful and “the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.”

3.  
The Holy Spirit's Ministry Today

The Day of Pentecost inaugurated a new era in the dealings of God with men.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3.1
The reception of the Holy Spirit

Read Acts 2:38-41.  Question: What conditions did Peter's hearers have to fulfil in order to receive the Holy Spirit?

When did they receive the Holy Spirit?

In his "counselling" of those who responded to the gospel invitation on the Day of Pentecost, Peter declares that the Holy Spirit will be given to all who repent and trust

Christ, openly confessing Him in baptism.

Question:
What do the
following verses teach us about the timing and condition of receiving the Holy Spirit?  Look them all up and then summarise your answer in a sentence or two.  Jn 3:5, Gal 3:1-3.14, 4:4-6, 1 Thess 1:6, Eph 1:13 (NIV or RSV), Titus 3:4-5.

Answer:
" I Thess 1:6 speaks of the conversion of "the readers" who have received the Word, "with the joy given by the Holy Spirit": implying the gift of the Spirit at the very moment of "receiving the Word", and of joy as the sign or evidence of the gift.  Gal 3:2 is even more explicit: Paul underlines that the Galatians began by receiving the Spirit, and the conditions or means was exclusively "believing what you heard". (H.  Blocher)

3.2 
Regeneration by the Holy Spirit

The coming of the Holy Spirit into a life is the effective cause of regeneration.  See Jn 3:5-8, Titus 3:4-5.  We shall look at the teaching on regeneration more particularly in our next doctrine: Salvation.

3.3 
The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the believer

What do the following Bible passages teach us about the indwelling of the Spirit in the believer?  Jn 14:17, Rom 8:9, 1 Cor 6:19, Eph 4:30, 2 Cor 1:21-22

3.3.1 
The Historical Protestant View

From Pentecost on, we see the gift of the Holy Spirit granted once, only, to believers who "receive" Him.  The verb "receive", often in the aorist tense, seems to refer to a unique moment in the life of the Christian, something that does not happen twice.  This moment is that of "initiation" or commencement, since the authors of the Epistles always assume that their identity in Christ is determined by the presence of the Holy Spirit within (Rom 8:9, 1 Cor 6:19) or on whom He remains (1 Pet 4:14) who, though they may not always walk in the Spirit, live though Him (Gal 5:25) after having been born of the Spirit (Jn 3:5, Titus 3:5), who pray by the Spirit (Eph 6:18) and by the Spirit call God, "Abba" (Rom 8:15, Gal 4:6), who have received the Holy Spirit who marks them as the property of the Lord (Eph 1: 13, 4:30, 2 Cor 1:22).  There is no exception! Never do the inspired authors exhort the members of the churches to seek or ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Paul declares formally, "If anyone has not the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him".  This allows us to conclude, "If anyone belongs to Christ, he has His Spirit". 

3.3.2 
The Catholic View

"The Catholic or sacramental interpretation makes water baptism the instrumental cause of regeneration and therefore of the gift of the Spirit.  A minority tendency links the gift to the laying on of hands that takes place at confirmation, but this traditionally is considered to be a further gift of the Spirit for the Christian's combat". (H Blocher)

3.3.3 
The Pentecostal and other related views

The Pentecostal interpretation teaches a double communication of the Holy Spirit, recognising a first gift at the beginning of faith, at regeneration, but putting the emphasis on a second experience, called the "baptism" of the Spirit, of which the initial sign is speaking in "tongues".

"Before the Pentecostal emphasis (which dates from the 1920's) some held-that the “sealing" of the Spirit was subsequent to salvation and gave essentially assurance.  Some of the Puritans (Thomas Goodwin) taught this (this idea was revived by Martin Lloyd-Jones).  John Wesley taught an incoming of the Holy Spirit subsequent to salvation ("second blessing").  Charles Finney and Rueben Torrey spoke of a "baptism' of the Spirit which was essentially associated with "power" for service." (H.  Blocher)

Those who teach a "double" experience of the Holy Spirit take as their biblical basis the experience of the first disciples who believed in Christ during His earthly ministry but whose "Baptism in the Spirit" took place on the Day of Pentecost.  They also take the experience of the Samaritan believers in Acts 8:4-17 as normative, the Samaritans believed in Christ and were baptised, later they are said to have received the Holy Spirit when the Apostles Peter and John laid hands on them.  Acts 19:1-6 is also used to teach a double reception of the Spirit. We shall look further at this emphasis and the elements of truth that it contains when we consider the references to the filling with the Spirit.

3.4
The work of the Holy Spirit in the believer

3.4.1
The Holy Spirit………

(complete the sentence after looking at the following verses)

Read Galatians 5:13-26

“......... the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit."

a)
What happens when the Holy Spirit lives in the believer, according to verse 17?  For a further commentary on this read Rom 7:15-20.

b)
What is the "sinful nature " ('flesh’ in other translations) like, according to verses 19-21 ?

c)    
Why do we do wrong things according to Mark 7:20-23?

d).
"...since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit" (v25). What do you think this means?  Does it help you to know that the word translated "keep in step " or "walk" was used of soldiers obeying the instructions of an officer?  Compare Rom 8:14.

Now complete the sentence 3.4.1

Further details will be given on this subject in our next course.

3.4.2 
The Holy Spirit……..

Complete the sentence after looking at the following verses: Gal 5:22-23, Eph 3:14-17, 20, 2 Cor 3:18, compare Rom 8:9

3.4.3
The Holy Spirit……..

Complete the sentence after looking at the following verse: Eph 1:17-18, l Cor 2:9-13. 

By what name is the Holy Spirit called in Jn 14:17, and what particular operation of the Spirit does Jesus refer in Jn 14:28, 16:13-15?  Compare 2 Peter 1:20-21. See also 1 John 2:20-21, 5:5-12.

3.4.4 
The Holy Spirit……..

Complete the sentence after reading the following verses: Rom 8:15, 26-27, Eph 6:18 and Jude 20.

3.4.5 
The Holy Spirit……..

Complete the sentence after looking at the following verses: Rom 8:14, Gal 5:25 (NIV), compare Acts 8:29, 10:19, 11:12, 13:2, 15:28, 16:6-7, 16:20-23, 2 1:1 1.

3.4.6 
The Holy Spirit……..

Complete the sentence after looking at the following verses: Acts 1:8, Jn 15:26-27, Matt 10:20, Acts 4:8,13, Acts 7:55-56, Rom 5:17-20

3.4.7
The "fullness” of the Holy Spirit

In the Old Testament

In the Old Testament individuals are spoken of as being "filled" by the Holy Spirit when they are granted a special capacity by God, through the Spirit, to accomplish a particular task.

Question:
What were the following persons enabled to do when they were 'filled" with the Holy Spirit?

a) Bezaleel (Ex 31:3, 28:3, 35:31)

b) Joshua (Deut 34:9)

c) Micah (Micah 3:8)

In the New Testament

References to the "fullness" of the Spirit are found only in the writings of Luke (Luke, Acts), and once in the Epistles of Paul (Eph 5:18).

There are two ways of speaking of being "filled" with the Spirit.  Sometimes the verb is an aorist, indicating a particular action of the Holy Spirit who "fills" at a definite moment in time.

On other occasions an adjective, "full", is used, or a verb tense implying a continuous condition of being "full".

3.4.7.2.1
"Filled" (at a particular moment)

Here are the verses referring to an instantaneous filling.  Note each one, and indicate what the result was as briefly as possible.


Luke 1:41
(Elizabeth)

Luke 1:67
(Zechariah)

Acts 2:4
(the 120)

Acts 4:8
(Peter)

Acts 4:31
(the believers at Jerusalem)

Acts 9:17
(Saul of Tarsus)

The references in the Old testament, and here in Luke/Acts, seem to reserve this term to an act by which the Holy Spirit takes hold of a person in a new way, enabling them to act or speak in a way that would normally be difficult or even impossible for them.  The individuals concerned neither seek nor ask for this, it is something God does by His Spirit as and when He wills.

3.4.7.2.2 "Fullness", as an abiding condition.

Here are the verses using the adjective ("pleres") or a present tense implying an ongoing fullness.  Look them up and write down the person indicated.

Luke 4:1

Acts 6:3

Acts 7:55

Ephesians 5:18 ("go on being filled")

As we seek to draw a conclusion from these verses, we may say from Ephesians and other passages referring to "fullness" as a constant condition that the believer should seek to be filled with the Spirit, in the sense of being constantly under the direction of the Holy Spirit, relying on His strength and wisdom.

Compare the results of being “filled with the Spirit” in Eph 5:18-20 with letting “the word of Christ dwell in you richly” in Col 3:16-17.   What do you notice?  They are virtually the same.  Hence, it seems reasonable that there is a very real connection between studying, meditating on, taking in, delighting in, and obeying God’s word and being filled with, or controlled by, the Spirit.  In other words, being filled with the Spirit does not mean that the believer gets more of the Spirit but rather, that the Spirit gets more of the believer.

Chafer deals very helpfully with this in Chapter 19 of "Major Bible Themes" (and 124), and you would do well to read this chapter carefully and prayerfully, maybe in the context of your personal prayer time.

3.4.8 The "Fellowship" of (created by) the Holy Spirit

In I Cor 12 Paul gives a detailed explanation of how the Christian community works, comparing it to a body, which while integrated as a whole, has a variety of different organs and limbs.  This amazing unity and diversity of believers is, he tells us, the result of the Holy Spirit's work.  It is through the Holy Spirit that we are enabled to confess Christ in the first place (verse 2).  But the Holy Spirit who leads us to Christ then gives us different capacities to help and minister to one another (verses 4, 7-1 1).  It is by the act of the Spirit that we were placed into, or as Paul puts it, "baptised into" the Body of Christ.  We have already suggested that the term "baptised in the Spirit" in the Bible refers to that miracle by which the Spirit makes us one with all other believers, in Christ, when we are born again.  For a detailed account of this, read chapter 18 of "Major Bible Themes" (pages 108-113)

Another phrase, which describes this aspect of the Spirit’s work, is "the fellowship of the Spirit".  From the context in which it is used in Philippians 2:1-4, it may well mean the "fellowship" between believers that the Holy Spirit creates, and this very word is used for the first time to describe the new community that was formed by the descent of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:42).

We will look in detail at this subject when we come to the Doctrine of the Church.
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