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ESCHATOLOGY

PART I

INDIVIDUAL ESCHATOLOGY

1. 
DEATH

1.1
MEANING

What do we mean by death?

Death is the opposite of all we understand by life, which is that state of an organised being when its functions are being performed.  "Death is the severance of the personal union between the body and the soul, followed by the resolution of the body into its chemical elements." (Source unknown)

1.2.
ORIGIN

According to the Bible, death is an intruder.  It is not part of the world as God made it Man is warned that if he disobeys God, he will die (Gen.2 16-17).  Despite the warning, he disobeys God and the sentence is pronounced, "..dust you are and to dust you will return." (Gen.3.19) Human history goes on for almost a thousand years before the first "natural" death occurs, that of the father of the human race.  "Adam lived 930 years, and then he died" (Gen.5.5).

The New Testament confirms that death is an intruder.  "Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin." (Rom.5.12) Death is represented as a tyrant, lording it where he has no right to do so.  "Death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses by the trespass of one man, death reigned through that one man sin reigned in death..." (Rom.5.14, 17, 2 1).

Henri Blocher writes: "Pelagius, minimising the effects of the sin of Adam, esteemed the death of the body to be a natural phenomenon.  It is undeniable that it appears to be so.  Saint Augusine and the orthodox tradition however understood death to be the punishment of the human race for sin.  Many modem theologians, both Catholic and Protestant, including Barth, deny this.  But the Biblical texts justify the Augustinian view.  The "return to dust" is the sanction upon sin.  The death which passes to all men following sin (Rom.5.12) is first of all physical death: here is a visible fact only by bearing our sins in His Body and then undergoing physical death could Jesus pay our legal price.  That He had to die physically proves that physical death is part at least of the punishment incurred by sin."

"Even although death is not 'natural', nevertheless, the punishment of death corresponds to something innate in man: he returns to the dust from which he was taken, thus manifesting by this return that he is dust (Gen.3.19). It would be too easy to say that before the fall man "possessed" immortality.  That which represents the unlimited life which he enjoyed is the fruit of the tree of life.  His punishment is to be forbidden access to the tree of life (Gen.3.22-24; Rev.2.7). Not that he was naturally to mortal" and that life was a supernatural gift, added on; for his very nature consisted of the union between "breath", spirit and dust.  It was his destiny to live in communion with his Creator (the tree of life).  We should say that death was a real possibility of man's nature because of his similarity to the other creatures made on the 6th day.  Like the animals he is taken out of the earth because man originally enjoyed fellowship with God, he escaped the law of physical dissolution, which obtained in the animal kingdom.

Rejecting that law of primary relationship with God, he fell under the law of the secondary relationship: refusing his privilege of being in the image of God he experienced a sub-human destiny, he was taken over by the world he should have dominated, and he dies like the beasts (see the refrain of Psalm 49).

Yet the man who resembles the animals is not an animal: he does not in fact die, as do the animals because for him biological death is not the end.  He might like to believe that, but it is not so.  For there is a "second death" for him... "Note that sickness, the complement and cause of death, appears in Scripture as a general consequence of sin, not however a punishment for particular sins".

Some consider however that death did not exist at all in the natural world before Adam's sin.  They emphasise that Romans 5.12 speaks of "the world", not just the world of men.

The Bible does not suggest that man was made intrinsically immortal.  Paul declares that "God.... alone is immortal..." (I Tim.6.15-16 Man's 'immortality' is derived from God.

1.3
SPIRITUAL DEATH

In the New Testament man is said to be dead in transgressions and sins (Eph.2.1), i.e. spiritually.  See also 1 John 3.14 and I Timothy 5.6. Blocher distinguishes four aspects of this spiritual death:

1.3.1
Condemnation "the day you eat of it you will surely die".  Man did not drop dead when he disobeyed, but the moment of his disobedience brought him under the sentence of death.  All are born under this sentence.  God's wrath is spoken of as remaining on men (John 3.36, see also v 18).

1.3.2
Alienation.  Man is banished from the garden, the access to the tree of life, emblem of communion with God, is barred to him.  He is separate from God, insensitive to Him (Eph.2.12; 4.18), indeed, hostile to God (Rom.5.10).

1.3.3
Slavery.  Physical death is characterised by powerlessness man becomes the powerless, helpless slave of sin (Jn.8.34; Rom.6.17-19) and indeed of the devil (Jn.8.44; Eph.2.2; Heb.2.14). Note this is true of all men, not merely of those said to be "demonised".

1.3.4
Helplessness.  A corpse can do nothing, feel nothing.  Man, as he is, is incapable of turning from evil to God (Jn.3.5,19-23; 6.44,65; Rom.8.7 ff-, 
1 Cor.2.14)

1.3.5
Yet here is a strange contradiction: man breaks with God, yet is inevitably dependent on Him (Acts 17.24-28). He denies the foundation of his being without ceasing to exist on the foundation .... this contradiction is brought out in Romans 1. 18 where Paul speaks of man as knowing the truth but refusing to admit or act on it.

1.4 
ETERNAL DEATH (Rev.20.14)

After physical death, the "spiritual death" of man is confirmed; he is eternally "dead".  It is this prospect that gives physical death its terror.  "The sting of death is sin".  Hebrews 2.14 speaks of those who "all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death".  It is not physical death that is to be feared as such.  "Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell". (Matthew 10.28). We shall see this further when we deal with the final state of unbelievers.

1.5
THE UNIVERSALITY OF DEATH

Death comes to all, generally unwanted and unsought.  "...death came to all men".  Death is depicted in Romans 5 as an intruder, a tyrant who lords it over men everywhere, all of whom are under its tyranny.  "..death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command". (v. 13).  "For as in Adam all die (I Cor. 15.11).  The fact of being descendants of Adam, regardless of anything else, dooms us to death.  The sole exceptions are those who will be alive on earth when Jesus returns (1 Cor. 15.51 and I Thess.4.17), and Enoch and Elijah.

1.6
THE FINALITY OF DEATH

Hebrews 9.27 man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgement".  There is no possibility of return from death to this life.  Death is the end of life in our present environment, upon this earth.

1.6.1
On the one hand Scripture leaves no place for the idea of the soul going through a series of earthly existences called reincarnation or transmigration.  Heb.9.27; Eccl.9.6 each one of us has one life on this earth "The length of our days is seventy years - or eighty, if we have the strength .... they quickly pass, and we fly away"(Ps.90. 10).  We will be assessed on this life alone (2 Cor.5.9- 10) the parables of the rich man and Lazarus, and of the rich fool, are vivid illustrations of this (Luke 16.19-31 and 12.13-21). This is why we are not to live as though this life were concerned only about material things.

1.6.2
Nor is there any possibility of communication between those who have died and those who are living, with the shining exception of our Lord, Who was dead, and is alive for evermore.  The Bible totally excludes the explanation that certain supernatural phenomena are the reappearances of dead persons, whether in dreams or as disembodied spirits (haunted castles etc.). If indeed any explanation is required, it must be given in other terms.

David declares he cannot bring his dead child back to this life, declaring, "I will go to him, but he will not return to me" (2 Samuel 12.23). Scripture speaks of those who die as being gathered unto their fathers.  The valley of death is one way only.  Efforts to contact the dead are formally prohibited.  Leviticus 20.6;

Deut. 18.9-14, especially verse H. If the story of the appearance of Samuel to Saul (1 Samuel 28.7-20) appears to contradict this, it actually confirms it, for the terror of the medium shows that the result was totally unexpected by her.  Samuel rebukes Saul for seeking to disturb the God-given order of things (v 15).  Saul's recourse to a medium is specifically said to be the reason for his death in the battle that took place the next day: "Saul died because he was unfaithful to the Lord; he did not keep the word of the Lord, and even consulted a medium for guidance, and did not enquire of the Lord.  So the Lord put him to death (1 Chron. 10. 13-14).

In the Transfiguration, the disciples see Moses and Elijah with our Lord, but this is a foretaste of the coming of His Kingdom when all generations of the faithful will be finally united, and He alone has the keys of death and moves in both realms.

"The thought that our loved ones who have died in the Lord are at rest in His presence should satisfy us, and restrain us from presumptions and unholy efforts to enter into contact with them"

1.6.3
The gulf between those alive on this earth and the dead also means that we can have no effect on them by our prayers or by other means.  Many of the peoples of Bible times practiced prayer for the dead, but neither Old nor New Testament contains one example of such a prayer.  The Roman Catholic practice of prayer for the dead is based on one passage in the apocryphal book of 2 Maccabeus (12.42-45), where Judas Maccabaeus is approved for having prayed and offered sacrifices for those who had given their lives in battle.  Those who have died in Christ do not need our prayers, and those who have died outside of Christ will not benefit from them.  It is a waste of time to pray out of harmony with Scripture.  It is the living who needs our prayers.

1.7
DEATH AND THE BELIEVER

1.7.1
For the believer the effect of death is changed.  Far from being an untimely interruption, it is a passage to something "far better" (Phil. 1.22-23).

1.7.2
Thestingofdeathisremoved.SeelCor.15.55.The"stingofdeath" derives from sin and law, but the believer who has experienced forgiveness is victorious over both "through our Lord Jesus Christ"

1.7.3
Christian death is to die "in the Lord" "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord" The Christian is "in Christ", indissoluble joined to Him.  Death does not change this.  Christ is with him in this experience as in every other.  "For I am convinced that neither death ... nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.."

1.7.4
The Christian is already on the other side of death.  "He that liveth and believeth in Me shall never die", said Jesus.  This is because those Who belong to Him share His resurrection life already, and Jesus proved this by raising one such, Lazarus.  John 5.24 says the believer has already passed from death unto life.  I John 3.14 also emphasises this truth.

1.7.5
It is for this reason that the New Testament almost without exception describes believers who have died as "asleep".  See Acts 7.60; 1 Cor. 1 1.30; 1 Thess.4.13-14. As we shall see, this does not mean that they have no conscious existence, but that the believer need fear death no more than he does his bed.

Again we will consider this in greater detail further on.

1.8
NON-BIBLICAL VIEWS OF DEATH

Blocher sums up non-biblical views of death:

1.8.1
"Most peoples have admitted a certain continuation of existence for the breath, soul or energy, thought to leave the body when the biological functions cease, beginning with that of respiration.  The deceased (that which is left, which is invisible) are thought to be capable of intervening in the lives of the living and are affected by the actions of the latter.  Indian thought modifies and gives definition to this idea by the theory of the transmigration of souls.

This doctrine has to be understood as impersonal.  It is not that the personality passes from one recipient to the next, rather is life transmitted as a flame lights another flame.  It is "life" that is passed on, not "my life".

1.8.2
The Greeks, particularly Plato, inheriting this idea, brought a certain individualism to it.  Death becomes the welcome liberation of the immortal soul, finally freed from physical bonds.  For 15 centuries the dominant western culture was a diluted form of Platonism.

1.8.3.
The modem era tends to deny the 'post mortem' existence of a soul separate from the body.  Only the atoms continue to exist, dispersed and recycled, so to speak (See the song "On Ilkley moor b'at'at" for a vivid representation of this view BRJ).  Modem theologians like Paul Tillich exclude the idea of a "life after".

2. 
THE INTERMEDIATE STATE

"The Intermediate State" is the term used in Theology to describe the condition of those who have died and are awaiting the resurrection.  We shall see that the ultimate hope of the believer according to the New Testament is the coming of Christ and the resurrection that accompanies that event.

"Apart from Christ, Who came forth from the tomb on the third day, after His crucifixion, the dead do not rise until the end of time.  Where are they during the interval between their decease and their return to physical life?" (J.M.Nicole)

2.1
THERE IS CONSCIOUS LIFE AFTER DEATH

2.1.1
Teaching of the Old Testament

According to the Old Testament, the dust returns to the earth, and the spirit goes black to God (Eccl. 12.7) In what way?

The Old Testament speaks of the dead as being in "Sheol". (Heb. - the Greek equivalent is "Hades")This has been understood in a variety of ways, summarised helpfully by R L Harris (Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, "Sheol"). In the AV Sheol is translated "grave" 31 times, "hell" 30 times, "pit" 3 times.  RSV translates "Sheol" and the NIV "the grave" with the footnote, "Sheol".  "One problem with Sheol is that both good men (Jacob Gen.37.35) and bad men (Korah et.  Num. 16.30) go there.  This led the early church (2nd century on) to hold that the OT saints went to a "limbus patrum", a kind of upper level of Sheol from which Christ delivered them at His resurrection (I Pet. 3.19; Eph.4.9- 1 0).  The NT verses are highly problematical.....

"A common view today is that "Sheol" is a name for the underworld ... In Mesopotamian sources all people go to the underworld, live in darkness and sorrow, eat clay and are plagued in various ways...

"Does the OT teach, in contradiction to the NT, that all men after death go to a dark and dismal place where the dead know nothing and are cut off from God?

"A third view is that Sheol does not describe the place where the souls of men go, but the place where their bodies go, the grave.  Where their souls go is learned from other Scriptures (Ex.3.6; Mt.21.32)...."

After an extensive review of the passages Harris concludes, "If this interpretation of "sheol" is correct, its usage does not give us a picture of the state of the dead in gloom, darkness, chaos, or silence, unremembered, unable to praise God, knowing nothing.  Such a view verges on unscriptural soul sleep.  Rather, this view gives us a picture of a typical Palestinian tomb; dark, dusty, with mingled bones All the souls of men do not go to one place.  But all people go to the grave.  As to the destiny of the souls of men...the OT says little ... in the O.T. the hope of the righteous is life with God, the wicked have not this hope."

Question:
What kind of hope is expressed in the following verses? Write out the phrase that describes this hope.

Gen. 5.24 (Heb. 1 1.5) ………………………………………………………………

Psalms 11.7; ………………………………………………………………………….

16.8-1 1; ……………………………………………………………………………….

17.15; ………………………………………………………………………………….

23.6; …………………………………………………………………………………..

49.15; ………………………………………………………………………………….

Psalms 73.24; ………………………………………………………………………...

139.18 (possibly) ……………………………………………………………………..

Job 14.14; ……………………………………………………………………………..

19.23-27; ………………………………………………………………………………

Is.26.19 ………………………………………………………………………………..

Daniel 12.2-3 ………………………………………………………………………….

2.1.1
Teaching of the New Testament

Our Lord affirmed the conscious existence of the Old Testament saints, over against the sceptics of His day (Luke 20.38)

Paul declares that the "grace..given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time .... has now been revealed through the appearing of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel" (2 Timothy 1. 10).  There could be no certain revelation of life after death until Jesus Christ Himself had evidently and openly conquered death on our behalf, and so this is a subject, which could only be fully treated in the New Testament.

2.2
THE INTERMEDIATE STATE OF UNBELIEVERS.

2.2. I
The condition of unbelievers is one of

After looking at the following verses, complete the statement above.

 Luke 16 23,2 7,- 2 Peter 2.9

Answer:
A condition, which anticipates final punishment.

2.2.2
The place to which unbelievers go is called

After looking at the following verses, complete the statement above-Luke 16 22,23 (see NIV margin for the word used in Greek), Rev. 20.13.

Answer:
the place is called "Hades" in these two verses.  Other verses in which "Hades" is referred to are Matt. 1 1.23 (paralleled in Luke 10. 15), where it is the opposite of "Heaven", and in Matt. 16.18 (where it may mean refer to the church's final victory over death at the resurrection).  In Rev.1. 18 and 6.8 it is referred to in conjunction with "death", and may be a synonym for "death" in those verses.

In the two verses above "Hades" is used of the place where unbelievers await the final judgement.  Note that in the account of Lazarus and the rich man, only the rich man is said to be in "Hades".  Lazarus is with Abraham, and the Greek implies that he is reclining in the place of honour at a feast.  The word "Hades" is infrequent in the New Testament possibly because of its pagan associations.  As we have seen, for the Greeks "Hades" was the "underworld" to which the souls of the righteous and the unrighteous went.

In the Greek translation of the Old Testament, "Sheol" is translated by "Hades", and therefore in any quotation of the Old Testament in the New, "Hades" will translate this poetic Hebrew word for "the grave".  See 2. 1. 1. This is the meaning of Acts 2.27-28, where the MV translates "Hades" by "the grave".

2.2.3
This teaching however totally excludes the idea of a second probation.  There is not one verse of the New Testament to remotely support the idea of

Purgatory.  "The Roman Catholic Church has elaborated during the centuries the doctrine of purgatory which is linked to that of merit through works.  According to this view, the believer who is redeemed by the sacrifice of Christ has probably not personally expiated all the faults he has committed since his baptism, and so he must pay for these by his suffering in a place of gloom which precedes his entry into blessedness.

The only text quoted to support this is the one already referred to from 2 Maccabeus 12.42-45, and is invalid because it is apocryphal .... indeed, since the sacrifice of Christ is fully sufficient, any effort to try and add to it by personal expiation in this world or the next is not only superfluous but wrong, for it refuses to recognise the efficacy of divine grace." (J.M. Nicole, "Precis of Christian Doctrine, p.322).

2.3
THE INTERMEDIATE STATE OF BELIEVERS

On their death, believers...........................

Complete the sentence after looking up Luke 23.43; 2 Cor.5.8,- 12.2-4; Phil 1. 20-24; 1 Thess. 4.14; Rev. 6 9-1 1; Z 9-1 7 (the context makes it clear that this is happening in "Heaven" Rev. 4.1-2)

Answer

2.3.1
On their death, believers enter immediately into the presence of God in Heaven.

2.3.2
The place referred to.

Three times Heaven is described as Paradise, a word taken from the beautiful parks in which Persian kings relaxed.  See Luke 23.43; 2 Cor. 12.3-4; Rev.2.7. Believers do not go to "Hades" or "Sheol", because Christ promised that the gates of Hades would not prevail against His Church (Matt. 16.18). Other verses which refer to the life of believers in Heaven are Rev.7.9-17 - a passage full of teaching - Heb. 12.23 which speaks of "the spirits of righteous men made perfect", and Rev.6.9 which speaks of "the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony," who "called out in a loud voice".  In these passages John, like Paul, is given access into "Heaven" where he sees God's throne and where God's will is perfectly fulfilled.  He is experiencing what is "unseen" and "eternal" (2 Cor.5.18).

2.3.3
Their condition.

They are conscious.  "Whether we wake or sleep, we shall be together with Him" (I Thess.5. 10).  The references to "sleep" are allusions to the lack of contact with and consciousness of this earth.

They are blessed and active.  Phil. 1.22-23; Rev. 14.13; 6.9-1 1.

They are without the body.  I Thess.4.13-17: 2 Cor.5.4 ("unclothed").

3.
THE FINAL STATE

3.1
THE FINAL STATE OF THE IMPENITENT

Their place.

The impenitent are to be consigned to a place of punishment.

In the modem translations, the word "Hell" is reserved for the Greek word "Gehenna", the "Valley of Hinnom", which originally referred to a valley south of Jerusalem, a place of idolatrous worship which became the general refuse deposit where waste material was burned and whose fires smouldered constantly.

This becomes the New Testament picture of the destiny of those whose lives are "lost", wasted .... Our Lord Himself used this term more than any other.  See Matt.5.22,29,30; 10.28; 18.8,9; 23.15,33 (all allusions to "Gehenna" or "the fire of Gehenna"), and also Matt. 13.42,50; 25.41 ("the fiery furnace", "eternal fire"), and comparable references in Rev. 19.20 and 20.10,14-15 ("the fiery lake of burning sulphur").  That this is picture language is evident from the fact that the very opposite "outer darkness" is used alternatively to describe the destiny of the lost: Matt.8.11-12; 22.11-12; 24.51; 25.30 and Luke 13.28.

To speak of "images" is not to deny reality - the ultimate state, of the lost is as painful as for the body to be devoured in the flames, or to be lost and totally alone in impenetrable darkness.

3.1.2
Timing

This place of punishment will be entered after physical resurrection and judgement.  Note that it is prepared "for the devil and his angels" (Matt.25.41), and it is they who are the first to be consigned to it (Rev.20. IO).  That this follows the resurrection is evident from Daniel 12.2 and John 5.28-29 as well as Rev.20.11-15 where there is an awesome description of the final ' judgement when the "punishment", experienced by the impenitent after death, is ratified and seen to be wholly in accordance with the justice of God.  That there is a material dimension to the punishment inflicted is evident from the words of Matt. 5.29,30 and 10.28 which speak of the body as well as the soul being consigned to Hell.

3.1.3 
Condition

It will be a place of eternal separation from God and His Kingdom.

The sentence is one of exclusion, "depart from Me" (Matt.7.23;25.4 1) into "outer darkness" (Matt.8.11-12; 22.11-12; 24.51; 25.30). See also 2 Thess 1.9.)

3.1.3.1
Such separation is the logical consequence of the refusal of God by "those who do not know God and do not obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. 1.9). "They perish because they refuse to love the truth and so be saved..... all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness" 2 Thess.2.10,12.

3.1.3.2
The separation of the impenitent is a necessary condition for the ridding of the universe of evil.  Rev.21.27. Matt. 13.40. See also 2 Peter 3.7,9-13.

3.1.3.3
It will be a place of "torment" where the wrong doer will experience the consequence of his acts.

Scripture affirms that food and evil will both be recompensed.  Conscience demands this, the moral nature of the universe requires it, justice demands it. Romans 1.5-1 1; 2 Thess 1.6; Galatians 6.7-10: "God cannot be mocked, a man reaps what he sows."

Scripture reveals that unrepentant men will receive their deserts in hell.  There will be variations in the punishment, not in their duration, but in their intensity.  Luke 12.47,48; Matt. 11.22,24. There is no substance in the idea that the devil and the demons are the tormentors of the impenitent, rather do they share in his punishment.

The condemned are conscious of their punishment.  Rev. 14.1 1;20. 10 ("torment"); Matt. 8.12; 13.42,50; 22.34; 24.5 1; 25.30 ("weeping and gnashing of teeth").

3.1.4 
Duration.

It will be a place of everlasting punishment.  Matt.25.46. "They will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life".  The punishment of the first is as everlasting as the life of the second.  See also Rev. 14.11 and 20. 1 0; Matt. 18.8; 25.4 1.

3.1.5
Justification of this doctrine

This is an unpalatable doctrine.  Some have softened it by affirming that the impenitent will be annihilated, will pass into unconsciousness.

But the only basis for decision is what the Scriptures actually teach.  Terms like "death" or "perish" could mean cessation, but never have this connotation in the Scriptures.  "Death" in the Bible is not non-existence, but separation from God.  To "perish" is to be deprived of that "eternal life" which is the very quality of the life of God Himself.

Writes Milne: "Sinners will receive the just deserts of their sin.  Annihilation would prevent this, since one can hardly speak of divine justice if a person passes away to oblivion after a life of gross self-indulgence and evil.  Does it square with the biblical witness to the justice of God that a Hitler will never be called to render account for his enormous wickedness, or, if he is called to account, his judgement consists merely in passing into oblivion." Others say that an everlasting Hell is not compatible with the idea of the love of God finally triumphing.  Replies Milne, "God's perfection and triumph must be defined by God Himself.."

It is also suggested that it is "unfair" to visit sins committed during a relatively short earthly life with eternal punishment.  Calvin replies: "Sins, they say, are temporal.  That I admit; but the majesty of God, which they have offended, is eternal.  It is therefore right that the recollection of their iniquity should not perish.  To that it may be replied that the punishment is disproportional to the crime.  I call that an intolerable blasphemy when the majesty of God is so little esteemed that we think it of less worth than the loss of one soul." Sin against an infinite God merits an infinite penalty.  To jib at the sentence is to fail too see the seriousness of the crime, the exceeding sinfulness of sin.

3.2.
THE FINAL STATE OF BELIEVERS.

3.2.1
Their place.

The final destination of believers is the new heavens and the new earth, so wonderful as to require the symbolic language of Revelation 21 - 22 for their description.  "In keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.  " 2 Peter 3.10-14; Hebrews I 1. 10, 16; Romans 8.18-21.

3.2.2 Their condition.  
Proximity to the Lord.

(Psalm 17.15; 73.24-25; Matt.5.8; John 12.26; 14.1; 17.24; 1 Thess.4.17; Rev.3.21; 21.3,22; 22.3-4.)

Resemblance to the Lord.

(2 Thess.1.10; Col.3.4; Phil.3.20-21; I John 3.2; Rom.8.29.)

They will have a body like His risen body.

(Rom. 8.11; Phil. 3.20-2 1; 2 Cor. 5.1-5; 1 Cor. 15.49.)

They will share in His Glory.

(Rom. 8.18; 30; Dan. 12.3; John 17.22; Col. 3.4.)

They will be happy!

(Rev. 21.4; 1 Peter 1.3-4.)

They will "know as they are known"

(1 Cor. 13.12; Jn. 13.7,)

They will enjoy one another.

(I Cor 13.8; Heb. 12.22-33) This will be a society of those who will love God and each other perfectly.

They will retain personal identity.

(Rev. 2.17; 3.12)

The implication of these texts is that each will have a personal identity; there will be no absorption into the mass.

They will serve God.

(Rev. 21.3 (worship) 22.3-4 (service).

They will enjoy rewards commensurate with their service on earth.

(2 Cor. 9.6; Matt. 6.20; Rev. 3.11) 

See the promises to "he who overcomes" in the first three chapters of the Revelation.  One suggested interpretation of degrees in glory is that "all the saved will enjoy heaven for ever, all will not have the same capacity for its enjoyment."

They will be forever secure.  Rev. 3.5,12.

CONCLUSION:

"The bodies of men after death return to dust, and see corruption; but their souls (which neither die nor sleep), having an immortal subsistence, immediately return to God who gave them.  Their souls of the righteous, being then made perfect in holiness, are received into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of God in light and glory, waiting for the full redemption of their bodies; and the souls of the wicked are cast into hell, where they remain in torments and utter darkness, reserved to the judgement of the great day.  Besides these two places for souls separated from their bodies, the scripture acknowledgeth none."

"God hath appointed a day wherein he will judge the world...... For then shall the righteous go into everlasting life, and receive that fullness of joy and refreshing which shall come from the presence of the Lord: but the wicked, who know not God, and obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ, shall be cast into eternal torments, and be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power".

Westminster Confession of Faith, extracts from Chapters 32 and 33.

Q.37 
"What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death?

A.
"The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness, and do immediately pass into glory; and their bodies, being still united to Christ, do rest in their graves, till the resurrection.

Q.38
"What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection?

A.
"At the resurrection, believers being raised up in glory shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted in the day of judgement, and made perfectly blessed in the full enjoying of God to all eternity."

The Shorter Catechism
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