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ESCHATOLOGY

PART II

UNIVERSAL ESCHATOLOGY (The Return of Christ)

"Eschatology' comes from the two Greek words "eschatos" (last) and "logos" (word, subject), meaning the Doctrine of "Last" Things.  We have seen the hope the Scriptures hold out to individual believers.

There is however a hope for the universe.  The Scriptures that describe the creation of all things by God are "teleological".  They look forward to an end, a goal to which the whole of creation is headed.

Ephesians 1, beginning with God’s choice of His own "before the creation of the world", declares that God has "made known to us the mystery of His Will ... which He purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfilment - to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ." See also Romans 8.18-25.

PLAN OF PART II OF THE COURSE

THE RETURN OF CHRIST

GENERAL

WORDS USED TO DESCRIBE THE RETURN OF CHRIST (Epistles)

EFFECTS OF THE COMING OF CHRIST (Epistles mainly)

THE KINGDOM OF GOD:

A DISCUSSION OF THE PASSAGES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT AND GOSPELS

DIFFERENT VIEWS OF THE ORDER OF EVENTS

THE RETURN OF CHRIST

The New Testament associates the goal to which the universe is heading, with the return of Christ to this earth, the "second coming".

1.
The return of Christ described

It was Christ Himself who taught that He would return to this world.  The essence of His teaching is enshrined in the great "advent discourse" given during the last week of His earthly life recorded in Matthew 24-25, Mark 13 and Luke 21.5-36. Luke 17.20-37 also records teaching found, for the most part, in a similar form in the discourses of Matthew and Luke.  The promise of His return is referred to briefly but clearly in John 14.1-3 and Acts 1. 10-I1 gives the promise of the angels that "this same Jesus, Who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven."

Look at some of the following verses and then strike out the words that do not apply in the phrases that follow.

Matt.24.26-31, 42-44, 50; 26.64; (paralleled in Mark 13.24-26, 32-36; 14.6 1 62; Luke 21.27,34-36 - look these up if you wish; Acts 1.11; Phil. 3.20; l Thess. 1.9-10; 2.19; 3.13; 4.13-18; 5. 23-24; 2 Thess. 1.5-10; Rev. 1.7; 19.11-16.

The coming of Christ is:

sudden /gradual; physical /spiritual; local /universal; invisible /visible; its time is predictable /unpredictable.

Now write a brief statement expressing what will happen when Christ comes again, limiting yourself to the verses above.

These are but a few of the many references in the New Testament to the coming of Christ.  The words in Matthew 24.26-31 and 26.64, paralleled in the other Gospels and other allusions to Christ's coming in or with the clouds of heaven are a quotation of Daniel 7.13-14.

Please look this up and write it out in full in the space below.  It is a key verse for this doctrine.

It may well have been that it was this verse which was in our Lord's mind when He described Himself as the Son of Man.  It comes at the end of a vision in which Daniel sees the successive empires and regime of human history, represented by beasts each one of which is more savage than the one before, succeeded by the Kingdom of God (see verse 27).  It is the descent of the Son of Man from Heaven that inaugurates the Kingdom of God on earth.

2.
Words used to describe the Return of Christ.

2.1
"Come", "the coming one " (Gk 'erchomai, ho erchomenos')

To differentiate between this coming and his first advent, some references include the phrase "in glory': Mt. 16.27; 25.3 1; Mk. 8.38; Lk. 9.26; or "upon the clouds with power and glory" Mt. 24.30; "in clouds, a cloud" ML 13.26; Lk. 21.27; "in his kingdom" Mt. 16.28; LL 23.42. In the epistles see 1 Cor. 4.5; 1 1.26 2 Thess. 1.9- 10; Jude 14,15 and in the Revelation 1.7 and 22.7,12,20.

2.2 
"Parousia".  Also translated "coming"

The word was used in two ways:

2.2.1
"the official term for a visit of a person of high rank, especially of kings and emperors visiting a province";

2.2.2
"a cult expression for the coming of a hidden divinity, who makes his presence felt by a revelation of his power, or whose presence is celebrated in the cult" (Arndt and Gingrich Greek Lexicon)

"These two technical expressions can approach each other closely in meaning, can shade off into one another, or even coincide' especially when the word is used "of Christ, nearly always of his Messianic Advent in glory to judge the world at the end of this age" (A and G) Matt. 24.3, 27; I Cor. 15.23; 1 Thess. 3.13; 1 Thess. 4.15; 2 Thess. 2.1;2.8; 2 Peter 1.16; 3.4; Note that in this passage there is an identification between the "parousia' and the "day of God’, evoking the "day of the Lord" so frequently spoken of in the Old Testament - see verse 12 'as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming (the coming of the day of God RSV).  James 5.7.1; John 2.28

The term "coming" (ercbomai) is used of both advents, but "parousia" applies only to the return of Christ, with the exception of 2 Peter 1.16 - where its use may said to illustrate the nature of His return.

2.3
epiphaneia “appearing, appearance”.

"a visible manifestation of a hidden divinity, either in the form of a personal appearance, or by some deed of power by which its presence is made known"(A and G) In the N.T. and early Christian literature "it is used only of Christ’s appearing on earth" (A and G) I Jn. 3.2 "But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is".

See also Col. 3.4; 2 Thess. 2.8 ("....the splendour (epiphaneia appearance') of his coming (parousia).") The use of both terms emphasises the visible nature of the return of Christ. 2 Tim. 1.10 (first coming); Titus 2.13 (both comings); I Tim. 6.14; 2 Tim. 4.1

2.4
"revelation" (Gk.apokalupsis)

This word is used of the revelation of truth generally (Ro. 16.25, Eph. 1.17); of revelations of a particular kind, through visions etc. (Gal. 1.12; 2.2; Rev. 1.1; 2 Cor. 12. 1; Eph. 3.3 etc.), but it is also used of the final ultimate disclosure that will take place when Christ comes again: Lk. 17.30 "It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed" See also 1 Cor. 1.7; 2 Thess. 1.7. It is of course the first word and then the title of the last book in the New Testament, "the Revelation" (apokalupsis) which deals with the events leading up to the return of Christ.  This word is transliterated in English as "apocalypse", flapocalyptic".

Although there is not a direct allusion to the coming of Christ Romans 2.5 speaks of the "day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgement will be revealed and 1.18 implies that God's wrath is already "being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness." See also I Peter 1.7, 13.

2.5
'The day" "The day of the Lord"

In passages like 2 Peter 3.4 and 12 there is identification between the Coming of Christ "parousia" and the "day of God" which recalls the "day of the Lord" so frequently spoken of in the Old Testament.  See verse 12: "as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming (the coming of the day of God RSV) The "day" is described thus: "But the day of the Lord will come like thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare........ That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.  But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness." (v.v. 12-13)

2.5.1 The "Day of the Lord" in the Old Testament: Amos 5.18; Joel 2.1; 3.1; 

Isaiah 13.6; 34.8; Obadiah 15; Zephaniah 1.7,14; Jer. 46.10; Lamentations 2.22; Zachariah 12-14; Malachi 4.1

Summary:

The day of the Lord is the day when God reveals Himself, intervenes decisively.

It is the day of the wrath, or the vengeance, of the Lord.

It is a day of justice Obadiah 15, Isaiah 13.9

It is against the ungodly: Jer. 46. 10

It is against the enemies of His people Is. 34.8

Its effects

The picture used is often one of a devouring fire - Mal.4.1 but even more frequently the day is described in terms of war and its ravages.  Judgement is universal.  No nation, or person, can escape.  Lam. 2. 11 It is a day of wrath, of distress and of trouble.  Zephaniah 1.14,15.  Even the earth, the heavens, the stars, are shaken.  Is. 13.10-13, Joel 3.14-16.

In certain passages, especially Zachariah, the Day takes away all that is repulsive, evil, leaving a world that is cleansed, a "new heavens and a new earth"

The only way to escape from the day of the Lord is, so to speak, to find refuge in the Lord of that day: Zephaniah 2.3 (For those who love God that day is the rising of the sun of righteousness with healing in his wings)

In Isaiah 13 (Babylon), Isaiah 34 and Obadiah (Edom), and Ezekiel 30 and Jer. 46 (Egypt) certain nations in particular are judged, often by an invasion.  These judgements during the course of history foreshadow and precede the final judgement, which will sweep through the entire universe.

2.5.2
The 'Day of the Lord" in the New Testament

The New Testament takes over this teaching of a Day when God will judge the world, and equates it with the day of Christ's visible return in glory.

It is used of the judgement of all evil that will take place at Christ's coming.  See 2 Thess. 2.1-2, where the "day of the Lord" sees the destruction of the final and ultimate manifestation of evil: “And then that lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendour of his coming (parousia).  But it is also the day when those who trust in Christ will finally be vindicated.  See Rev. 16.14; Acts 2.20 quoting Joel 3.4; 1 Cor. 5.5; 1 Thess. 5.2; 1 Cor. 1.7; 2 Cor. 1.14; Phil. 1.6,10; 2.16.

In John's Gospel the term "the last day" is used: 6.39-40:

"And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.  For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day." See also Jn.6.44, 54; 11.24; 12.48.

In Mt. 10. 15 Jesus speaks of the "day of judgement" and also in Matt. 11.20-24; 12.36 and 41. Note other references to "the day of judgement": 2 Peter 2.9; 3.7; 1 Jn 4.17 and Rom. 2.16

Although the Revelation contains only two mentions of "the day" in this sense: 6.17 ("the great day of their wrath has come') and 16.14 ("the great day of God Almighty"), these two references introduce and conclude the extended section when the judgement of God on an unrepentant world is described under the imagery of opening seals (6.1-16,8. 1); sounding trumpets 8.6-21 and 10.15, see also v 18) and upturned bowls (6.1-2 1).  All the images of the Old Testament are used here to describe the indescribable; the final, universal, inescapable outpouring of God's wrath upon a world whose defiance of Him has long merited this.

2.6 
Summary

There is a wealth of evidence in the New Testament for the conviction of all of its writers that the Lord Jesus Christ will at a time that God alone knows return to this world, no longer as the meek and lowly baby, but as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  He will return personally, visibly, gloriously, to transform the universe and reign forever over it.  According to the Bible, ii is to this goal all history is heading.

THE EFFECTS OF CHRIST'S COMING

1.
The effect upon believers

1.1
 Christ will take His own to be with Him forever.

When Christ comes again, the bodies of believers who have died will be raised, the bodies of living believers will be changed and all will be "caught up ... to meet the Lord in the air" and to be with him forever.  I Thess. 4.13 - is the fullest description of this event, referred to also in Jn. 14.3, Matt. 24.40, 2 Thess. 2. 1.

1.1.1
The following verses stress the fact of the physical resurrection of believers: Phil. 3.20; 1 Cor. 15.22; Rom. 8.23-25; Jn. 6.44ff; 11.24

1.1.2
Other passages stress that believers will be transformed into the very likeness of Christ: 1 Jn. 3.2; Col. 3.4; 2 Tim. 1.12; 1 Thess. 5.4; 1 Cor. 1.7; 2 Thess. 1.10; 2 Cor. 1.14; Phil. 1.6, 10; 2.16

1.1.3
It is the presence of the Holy Spirit in believers now which guarantees their transformation then: Eph. 4.30; Rom. 8.18-21; Rom. 8.30

1.1.4 
This is repeatedly seen as a compensation which more than makes up for all present trial and suffering I Peter 1.7; 2 Cor. 4.17; 1 Peter 1.13

1.2
The salvation of believers is certain, but there win be a searchin2 evaluation of their service, I Cor. 3.13; 4.5; 1 John 2.28; 1 Cor. 5.5; 2 Cor. 5.10; 1 Jn. 4.17; Luke 6.23; 2 Tim. 1.16;2 Tim. 4.8

This prospect is a powerful motivation to faithful service now.  Heb.10.25

2.
The effect upon the ungodly

2.1
Before Christ returns the "man of lawlessness", or 'antichrist" will appear

Ungodliness will find it’s most flagrant expression and this will be vanquished only by the appearance of Christ. 2 Thess. 2.1-13.

2.2
All the ungodly will be resurrected, judged and banished forever from Gods presence.

Evil will cease!  Rom. 2.16; I Thess. 5.2; Jude 14;2 Thess. 1.7; Romans 2.5; Jn. 12.48; Mt. 10.15;11.20-24; 12.36; 12.41; 7.22; 2 Peter 2.9; 3.7. Rev. 20.10-15

3.
The effect upon the universe

Creation will be transformed: Romans 8. 18-2 1; 2 Peter 3.10-13.  Verse 13 quotes Is. 65.17 ff.  "I will create new heavens and a new earth .... I will create Jerusalem to be a delight .... never again will there be in it an infant that lives but a few days .... they will build houses ... the wolf and the lamb will feed together ... they will neither harm nor destroy in all my holy mountain.... also 66.22 - "as the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me," declares the Lord, "so will your name and descendants endure..." Rev. 21 and 22.

4.
Conclusion

So far we have limited ourselves to the direct statements mainly from of the New Testament Epistles about the return of Christ.  For those who accept the authority of the Scriptures as a whole, there is general agreement on the teaching in these two sections.  Evil is going to be banished, righteousness will one day prevail.  That state of affairs will be ushered in by the visible, powerful, glorious return of Christ from Heaven.

DIFFERENT VIEWS OF THE ORDER OF EVENTS

Different views of the order of events associated with the Lord's return are usually defined by their interpretation of Rev.20.1-6 referring to the binding of Satan for 'a thousand years' (i.e. a millennium), and to a reign of saints (v.4a) and martyrs (4b) who are resurrected and who 'reigned with Christ a thousand years" ... "they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and they shall reign with him a thousand years".

That this passage depicts earth as the scene of this reign is deduced from the following verses which describe an ensuing rebellion led by Satan, released at the end of the thousand years, who deceives 'the nations which are at the four comers of the earth".

There follows the only specific reference in this passage to other Scriptures: the nations so gathered are described as "Gog" and "Magog" an allusion to Ezekiel 38-39, where 'Gog" and "Magog" are terms to describe hostile forces whose attempts to destroy Israel are miraculously defeated by God.

This defeat of Israel's enemies is followed by Ezekiel's vision of Jerusalem and its temple as the centre a spiritually renewed Israel.

The nations besiege the "beloved city" (Jerusalem), are consumed by fire from heaven, and Satan is finally thrown into the lake of fire.

There follows the judgement of "the great white throne" when the evil dead are sentenced and committed to the "lake of fire".  Then comes 'the new heaven and the new earth".

1.
THE A-MILLENNIAL VIEW

This view interprets the passage in Revelation as a symbolic vision of the reign of Christ with His people from His ascension until His final return.  The spiritual reality referred to in passages such as Eph. 1. 19-23 (the reign of Christ) and 2.6 (the reign of His people with Him).

On this view, references in the Old Testament to Christ reigning from "Zion" (Jerusalem) are to be reinterpreted in the light of the New Testament and applied to the spiritual reign of Christ and His people now.  Many who hold this view would affirm not only that no 'earthly" kingdom centered at Jerusalem is in view, but also that the New Testament leaves no special role to be fulfilled by Israel as a nation, and would not see the establishment of the State of Israel as more or less significant than the achievement of nationhood by other peoples of our time.

One of the most concise summaries of this view is to be found in the section on "General Eschatology" in Berkhof's "Systematic Theology".

Milne comments:

"The danger of this view is that it can readily lose any concern about final events, and can lead also to over-spiritualisation.  God's kingdom becomes so heavenly and transcendent that it fails to impinge on present realities and ceases to e a word of grace and judgement amidst the concrete realities of the present world........... Can Revelation 20 be interpreted satisfactorily in this symbolic manner?  Are the promises to Israel essentially fulfilled by the restoration under Ezra and Nehemiah?  What is the element of continuity in the biblical vision of the Kingdom and its relationship to the present world order?

"Christian hope is not exclusively spiritual.  The biblical prospect is of a new heaven and a new earth.  If we consider that exegetical and theological considerations rule out any thought of a thousand-year reign of Christ bracketed by two comings and two resurrections, we dare not jettison the "spirit" of that vision: The total vindication of the creator in the final revelation of the Redeemer.  All God's original purposes for his creation must find fulfilment ..." ('Know the Truth" p.p. 265 and 266).

Books on this viewpoint: "More than Conquerors": W Hendriksen; "Israel in Prophesy" by the same author; "The Momentous Event," W.J. Grier; 'A New Heaven and New Earth", A. Hughes; "History, Prophesy and the Church" by 0. T. Allis.

This is probably the majority viewpoint among evangelical scholars in the U.K. at this time.

2. 
THE PRE-MILLENNIAL VIEW

In this view the Millennial reign of Rev.20 is linked to the descriptions of the Messianic Reign in the Old Testament, and the order of events is as follows:

1 Signs heralding Christ’s coming.

Date fixing is formally forbidden (Matt.24.36). Believers must always be ready (Matt.24.44).  But certain signs indicate that the Parousia is nearing (Matt.24.32-33):

I.
False religion, counterfeit Christianity (Matt.24.4-5, 11,23-24)

2.
War (Matt.24.6-7). Risk of annihilation of the human race (Matt.24.22).

3.
Social conflict. (Matt 24.12-14: Luke 21.9)

4.
Famines; earthquakes (Matt.24.7)

5.
Growing iniquity general apostasy (Matt.24.12)

6.
The world wide preaching of the gospel (Matt.24.14)

7.
Persecution of those who belong to Christ (Matt.24.9)

8.
Restoration of Israel as a national entity (Matt.'-)4.32-33, where the fig tree is understood as a symbol of Israel - Jer.24. I -10; 29.17-18; Luke.21.24 said to be fulfilled by the repossession of Jerusalem by Israel in 1967).

2 Order of Events.

1.
Christ returns to take His people to Himself ('Rapture") (Matt.24.36-44); Luke 17.34-36; John. 14.3; 1 Thess.4.13-18; I Cor. 15.51-57)

Assessment of believers' service. (2 Cor.5. 10.  I Cor.3.10-15)

(Alternatively this event is placed further on - see (5) below).

2.
Federation of nations in a totalitarian regime under the dictatorship of the Antichrist (Rev. 13; 2 Thess.2.3-12; I John. 1. 18-19; 4.1-3)

Persecution of God's people (Israel and those who confess Christ) by the Antichrist to which the name of "the great tribulation" is given.

(Rev. 10.3-13: Matt.24.15-21; Rev.9-17).

3.
The "wrath of God" upon the earth - judgements described in Rev. chapters 6, 8, and 16, "the wrath of God".

4.
The last world conflict in which the Antichrist unites the nations and leads their armies against Israel. Zachariah 12. 1-3:14.2; Rev. 16.12-16; ("Armageddon" - a valley in the north of Israel where the armies assemble) Daniel 11.44-45.

5.
"The Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance upon those who do not know God      (2 Thess . 1.7; Rev.  1.7; 19.11-16; Matt. 24.30-31;)

 
(Many premillennialists join event I with this manifestation, making the rapture"), the taking of believers to be with Christ, precede immediately His return to earth in power and visible glory.  This is sometimes called the "post-tribulation" view, because of its implication that the "church" will experience the persecution of the Antichrist (event 2b).

Destruction of the Antichrist and his armies (Zach. 14.1-13; 2 Thess.2.8; Rev. 19.11-2 1).

Conversion of Israel (those who are contemporaries with this event) Zach. 12. 10 - 13.3; Rom. 1 1.26-27.

6.
Christ reigns over the earth for a thousand years, a reign in which His people share, and of which Israel becomes the herald in the entire world.  Nature transformed.  Rev.20.1-6; Is. 2 etc ... , Zach.8.23; 14.16-2 1; Rom. 11.11-16.

7.
The last revolt against Christ at the end of the thousand years fails (Rev.20.1-6).

8.
Judgement of all the unbelieving dead (all whose names were "not found written in the book of life”) before 'the great white throne", and the confirmation of their condemnation. (Rev.20.11-15).

9.
'Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away" Revelation 21 and 22, and 2 Peter 3.11-13.

On this view Milne says:

"Biblical support for this view is drawn from passages which describe Messiah's Kingdom in terms of an ideal earthly order (Is,2,2-5; Mi .4.1-3; Zac. 14.9,16f.) It also appeals to references which present the coming age in material forms (Mt. 19.28; Actsl.6f) or allow a passage of time between Christ's return and the eternal age (lCor 5.15.23-25; lThess 4.13ff) The major support, however, is clearly Revelation 20.

The interpretation of Revelation 20, however, is not a straightforward matter.  For example, who is involved in the millennial reign?  Only the beheaded martyrs?  The most natural reading of the Greek would support this position, though the claim that the martyrs represent the whole body of the saints cannot be ruled out entirely.  Another problem ... is whether this reign is exercised on earth at all.  The whole 6ook of Revelation dwells largely on realities 'behind the scenes", in the heavenly order (4.2; 11.19; 12.7ff etc.) Those who participate in the millennial reign are "souls" (Rev.20.4), a word which indicates a disembodied state ... it is very disturbing to find difficulties of this magnitude arising from the single passage on which the whole view is based.  Similar questions a-rise with the other pre-millennial "proof-texts" (e.g. I Cor.15.22-28; lTfiess.4.13ff-, the pre-millennial reading is not the most obvious sense of Paul's words.  The fact that the events placed on either side of the millennium will in fact happen concurrently appears to be taught in other passages:

(Dan. 12.2; Mt. 13.37-43; 47-50; 24.29-3 1; 25.31-46; Acts24.15; Rev.20.11-15). The biggest problems with the position, however, is its requiring the continuation of sin and evil, indeed, they’re final climatic manifestation, after Christ's return in glory.  The thought of glorified saints returning to an earth where evil is still presences a similar difficulty.  On the other hand something like the pre-millennial scheme is the most obvious reading of the passage in Revelation 20.  Further, the terms of the coming Kingdom of God in the OT are at points frankly this-worldly (cf Is.  11.I-10: 35.I-10; Mi.4.1-3 etc.) and there is just possibly some witness to an eruption of evil after the restoration and establishment of God's eternal Kingdom in Ezekiel 36-39, though the claim to a temporal sequence here is very tenuous.  Part of the antipathy to pre-millennialism, both in the early church and today, arises from its identification with extremist tendencies which have used the millennial idea to develop patently unbiblical view-points, in ethics and politics.  The abuse of a position, however, must not become the reason for its rejection.  Here, as always, the determinative issue must be, what does Scripture really teach?'  Milne, "Know the Truth" pp 264 and 265.

Advocates of this view: In the sub-apostolic age by Irenaeus and others.  It "has had advocates throughout church history, although this must be called a distinctly "minority 11 view. (Hulse) Its main advocates today are to be found in the USA, notably J. Dwight Pentecost, G.E. Ladd, and Charles Ryrie.  A good European presentation is made by Erich Sauer (“The Triumph of the Crucified" published 1956)

3
THE POST-MILLENNIAL VIEW

A classic expression of this is found in A.H. Strong's Systematic Theology:

1.
The nature of His Coming

....
the second advent is to be outward and visible....

2.
The time of Christ's Coming.

"Although Christ's prophecy of this event (Matt. 25) so connects it with the destruction of Jerusalem that the apostles and the early Christians seemed to have hoped for its occurrence during their lifetime, yet neither Christ nor the apostles taught when the end should be, but rather declared the knowledge of it to be reserved in the counsels of God, that men might ever recognise it as possibly at hand, and so might live in the attitude of constant expectation"

I Cor. 15. 51 ; I Thess. 4. 17; 2 Tim 4.8; James 5.7; Phil. 4.5 .

. ....... we find, in immediate connection with many of these predictions .... a reference to intervening events and to the eternity of God..."

2 Peter 3.3-12 etc

....... In this we discern a parallel between Christ's first and second advent in both cases the event was more distant and more grand than those imagined to whom the prophesies first came....'

Gen .4. 1; Is. 7.14,16 Luke 2.25;

3. The precursors of Christ's coming.

"Through the preaching of the gospel in all the world, the Kingdom of Christ is steadily to enlarge its boundaries, until Jews and Gentiles alike, become possessed of its blessings, and a millennial period is introduced in which Christianity generally prevails throughout the earth"

Dan.2.44,45; Matt.13.31,32; Matt.24.14; Rom.11.25,26; Rev.20.4-6.

"There will be a corresponding development of evil, either extensive or intensive... manifest not only in deceiving many professed followers of Christ but in constituting a personal Antichrist as its representative and object of worship this rapid growth shall continue until the millennium, during which evil, in the person of its chief, shall be temporarily restrained..."

Matt. 13.30-38; 24.5,11,12,24; 2 Thess 2.3,4,7.

"At the close of this millennial period, evil shall again be permitted to exert its utmost power in a final conflict with righteousness.  This spiritual struggle ... shall be accompanied and symbolised by political convulsions, and by fearful indication of desolation in the natural world...

Matt.24.29,30 etc...

4.
 Relation of Christ's second coming to the Millennium.

"The Scripture foretells a period, called in the language of prophesy, "a thousand years", when Satan shall be restrained and the saints shall reign with Christ on the earth... this millennial blessedness and dominion is prior to the second advent we may therefore interpret Rev.20.4-10 as teaching in highly figurative language, not a preliminary resurrection of the body, but a period in the later days of the church militant when, under special influence of the Holy Ghost, the spirit of the martyrs shall appear again, true religions be greatly quickened and revived, and the members of Christ's Churches become so conscious of their strength in Christ that they shall, to an extent unknown before, triumph over the powers of evil both within and without... '

Strong concludes his survey by a summary of the biblical teaching on the resurrection and final judgement.

Advocates of this view:

There has been a renewal of interest in this view in recent days, largely parallel with the revival of reformed theology, and lain Murray presents it in his book, "The Puritan Hope" (Banner of Truth, 1971).  See also Effol Hulse, "The Restoration of Israel" (Henry E. Walter, 1971)

At the other end of the theological spectrum, this view has found new credence in the teachings of some of the "Fellowships" that have developed from the House Church movement.  These maintain that the "Kingdom of God", established by the coming of Jesus, is here, "The Kingdom of God is here and now as well as in the future... demons being cast out and sicknesses being healed are merely the first fruits of something larger and greater.  His dominion will extend into areas which we never thought possible, His rule and government will be established in spheres which... are ... strongholds of the enemy.  The Kingdom is being established ... signs and wonders are ... a demonstration of the Kingdom ...  Our theology ... has helped to push the Kingdom out into the future ... the Kingdom is being built, little by little, the leaven is "leavening the whole lump".  We can look forward to the day when Jesus finally adds the capstone to the building, when the Kingdom is made manifest in all its glory; but in the meantime, God is looking for a church who will become the vehicle and avenue for the Kingdom of God in the earth" (Vintage magazine).

Milne remarks of the Reformed expression of post-millennialism:

"This view finds fewer advocates today than a century ago when the worldwide missionary movement erupted (partly fathered by post-millennialism), and optimism marked Western society.  Today's pessimism and the general sense of crisis in human culture call for a greater faith in the universal recovery of the fortunes of the gospel than most feel prepared to exercise without a clearer biblical basis...... it has to come to terms with the biblical testimony that the end of the age will be a time of intense persecution when the fortunes of the gospel appear to be at a low ebb.  It is also difficult to reconcile with Jesus' repeated warnings to be watchful in view of the unexpectedness of His return." (Know the Truth" p. 263)

As we conclude this summary of different views, the key issues would appear to be the interpretation of the prophecies of the Old Testament, which speak in this vein.  Then there is the consideration of whether there is a future for Israel as such in the purposes of God as revealed in Scripture - and here Romans 9-11 is the key passage.

" The end is Christ - coming in power and great glory".

Questions of detail should never be allowed to obscure this "blessed hope" or to dim our anticipation of it.  Let us respect differences of interpretation of detail, while joining unitedly in the prayer, " Even so, come Lord Jesus"
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