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October
Homework Notes
DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

WHO HE IS

1.
Words used.

1.1
"Spirit" translates Hebrew "ruach" and Greek "Pneuma”, both of which also mean "breath" or "wind". (Is 7:2) The action of the "Spirit" is like that of the wind: invisible, life giving, sometimes gentle, sometimes powerful, everywhere present (see Jn 3:8).  In the O.T. "ruach" means "breath" or "wind" 113 times.

1.2
"Ruach" and "pneuma” are also used for spirit beings, some bad (I Sam 16:14-16; Matt 10:1), some good (the angels: Heb 1:14).  It is also used 140 times in the O.T. for the human spirit (Gen 41:8) as well as in the N.T. (Acts 17:16).

1.3
There is a third use of the word to describe God's activity.  We find such a use in the very first verses of the Bible (Gen 1:2).  The term is used 136 times in this way (O.T.)

What activity or characteristic of God is referred to in the following mentions of the "Spirit"?

(i) Neh 9:20

(ii) Psalm 139:7

(iii) Isaiah 11:2

(iv) Isaiah 61:1

(v) Zech 4:6

2. 
The Holy Spirit: "God”.

From these and many other uses of the terms in the O.T. we may affirm that the Holy Spirit is Divine.  When the Holy Spirit acts, God is acting.  The New Testament confirms this.

2.1 
He is called "God"

2.1.1.
Look up the following verses and write out the relevant phrases.

2 Sam 23:2-3

Acts 5:3-4

1
Cor 3:16
2.1.2. 
When the N.T. quotes certain O.T. texts, it attributes to the Holy Spirit actions, which in the O.T. were attributed to God.  Look up and write out the relevant phrases:

Isaiah 6:8-10

Acts 28:25b-27

Jeremiah 31:31,33

Hebrews 10:15-16

2.1.3.
The Holy Spirit is said to possess attributes that God alone possesses.  Which attributes are mentioned in the following passages?

Heb 9:14

Ps 139:7-10

1 Cor 2:9-10

3. 
The Holy Spirit: a Person.

Almost all Christians accept that "the Spirit of God" is God acting.  It is probable, however, that the majority of Christians do not think of the Holy Spirit as a distinct person in the way that they think of Jesus as a distinct, real person.  Yet it is Jesus that gives the clearest affirmation of the personality of the Holy Spirit.

"I will ask the Father and He will give you another counsellor to be with you forever - the Spirit of Truth" (Jn 14:13)

Jesus here compares the Spirit with Himself.  The Spirit is "another" counsellor, like Jesus, yet distinct from Him.

Just as the clear affirmation of the Messiah as Son of God, second Person of the Trinity, could only follow the coming of Christ, so the full teaching on the Personality and activity of the Holy Spirit follows His "coming" on the Day of Pentecost.  Yet once we have the light of N.T. revelation, we see the references to the Holy Spirit in the O.T. as in many cases, implying, even asserting, not only His Deity but His Personality.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.1. 
Personal Characteristics in the Old Testament.

What personal characteristics or activities are indicated in the following passages?

Gen 6:3
Neh 9:20

Ps 143:10

Is 63:10

3.2.
Personal Characteristics or activities in the New Testament.

3.2.1.
Activities of the Spirit.

What activities are indicated in the following passages?

Mark 13:11; Acts 1:16; 8:29;10:19; 11:12; 13:2 (one word will suffice)

Acts 13:4; 20:23; 20:28

3.2.2. 
Attitudes towards the Spirit: only meaningful if He is a Person.

What attitudes are given to the Holy Spirit in the following passages?

Acts 5:3

Acts 5:9

Acts 7:51

Eph 4:30

4.
The Holy Spirit: a Divine Person associated with the Father and the Son.

Indicate the "Persons" (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) mentioned in the following verses:

Matthew 3:16-17

Matthew 28:19

Acts 2:33; 20:28

2 Cor 13:14

1 Peter 1:2

5.
Titles of the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:13)

5.1.
Write out the titles of the Holy Spirit indicating His attributes from the following verses.

I Peter 4:14


Romans 1: 4


Heb 9:14



John 14:17


          Isaiah 11:2 Seven names are given to the Spirit here and this may well give the clue to the meaning of the ("seven spirits" (sevenfold Spirit) in Rev 5:6.  
5.1.  (Continued) Write down these seven names given to the Spirit below:
5.2. 
Write out the titles of the Holy Spirit indicating His activity and what is that activity.

Rom 8:2 



Heb 10:29 


Rom 8:15



Jn 14:16-17



Isa 4:4




Zech 12:10

5.3 Write out the titles of the Holy Spirit indicating His relationships to the other members of the trinity.

Matt 12:28 


Lu 4:18



Matt 10:20


Gal 4:6



I Peter 1:11


6.
Symbols of the Holy Spirit

What symbols are used to portray the Holy Spirit in the following passages?

Matt 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 3:22; John 1:32

Luke 24:49

2 Cor 1:22

2 Cor 1:22; Eph 1:13; Eph 4:30

Zech 4:1-3, 6; Acts 10:38; I Jn 2:20, 27.
DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

WHAT HE DOES (Old Testament)

There is a great deal of material about the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament.

1. The Holy Spirit and the Universe (Gen 1:2) 


(fill in the Bible references with the relevant phrases)

1.1
The Universe is created by the activity of the Spirit.  

Psalm 33:6

1.2
The life of every creature is a gift of the Spirit.

Psalm 104:30 

Job 33:4 

Gen 6:3 (NIV margin) 

The Spirit gives a life similar to His own: a distinction must be made between this life, given by the Spirit, and the gift of the Spirit, the presence of the Spirit himself in the believer.  See also Zechariah 12:1.

2. 

The Holy Spirit and Israel

Little else is said in the Old Testament about the role of the Holy Spirit in the world at large.  It is in Israel, the chosen Nation, that He is especially active.  We have already seen in another context, verses that speak of the Holy Spirit leading and instructing them (Neh 9:20,30) and of their disobedience to Him (Is 63: 10).

Particularly is this activity seen in His giving capacities to individuals, enabling them to do what, of themselves, they could not do?

2.1 Look up the following references, and write down

(i)
the name of the person equipped and

(ii)
the particular capacity given:

Reference         


Person                         Capacity

Gen 41:38

Daniel 5:11

(also Dan 4:8,18)

Exodus 31:2-4

Reference         


Person                         Capacity

Num 11:16-17 

Deut 34:9 

Judges 3:10

ANSWERS

Wisdom

Skill

Leadership –

a)
This is an indispensable gift

b)
Its exercise is conditional upon obedience (I Sam 15:22, 16:14; Ps 51:11)

c)
Without this gift failure is inevitable (I Sam 16:14)

d)  
This gift is linked with the anointing of the Spirit in the case of    

 Kings.          (I Sam 16:13, 2 Sam 7, Ps 51, Is 11:2, Is 61:1)

Reference         


Person                         Capacity

Judges
6:34

11:29

13:25

14:6,19

15:14

ANSWERS

Power of strength.  The Spirit does not only give counsel; He imparts the strength for action.  Judges 6:34, 11:29, 13:25.

  a)
Through the Spirit men accomplish what would naturally be impossible for them.

  b)
The Spirit intervenes always in a moment of need, sometimes at the moment of despair.

c) In these incidents the Spirit's action has always in view liberation from tyranny in one form or another.

d) Man's responsibility is to obey God.

e) God acts sovereignly.  His power cannot be purchased or acquired by any human effort or ceremony. (See Acts 8:4-20)
f) Who was equipped and in what capacity?
Numbers 11:25 (see context, vv 16-25); 2 Sam 23:1-2; Neh 9:30
ANSWERS

Prophecy.

The first mention of the Spirit's action in prophecy is found in Numbers 11:16-25.  

According to Deut 18:15-22 what is prophecy?  
Moses was the first prophet.  (compare Exodus 4:16)

The prophet is the mouthpiece of God, and speaks the very words of God.  A man may be a prophet even when he has absolutely no intention of fulfilling this function.  (I Sam 10:10- 19)  Normally man co-operates with God in this ministry. (2 Sam 23:1-3)  See also 2 Kings 2:9, 2 Chron 24:20, Neh 9:30, Isa 48:16, Micah 3:8, Ezekiel 1: 12 and 20, 2:1-2, 3:12, 8:3, 11:1-5

There are also false prophets.  Ezekiel 13:2; Jer 28; Deut 18:20-22, also Deut 13:1-5

Note from 2 Peter 1:19-20 that the Spirit who inspired the true prophets was the same as the Holy Spirit revealed in the New Testament

This means that the Holy Spirit is the author of the Old Testament scriptures.  This part of the Bible is the chief and most lasting result of His work before Pentecost.
3. 
The “Promise" of the Spirit

The Old Testament promises a future activity of the Spirit.

3.1
He will uniquely equip the Messiah (Messiah means 'anointed one')

Kings were anointed, symbolising the gift of capacities by the Holy Spirit.  A King would come who would uniquely display the power and wisdom of the Spirit.  

Is 11:1-3, 42:1 (the Servant), 61:1. See Luke 3:21-22, 4:1, 4:16-21, for the fulfilment of this promise.

3.2
He will be 'poured out" on God's people.

A time would come when He would be poured out on (i.e. given to) all of God's people, instead of enabling just a few of them.  Is 32:14-15, (following verse 1); 44:3, Joel 2:28-29.

When that time came His action would not be "upon" men, but "in" them, making them new.  Ezk 11:17-19, 36:26, 37:1-14, Zech 4:6.  See Acts 2:16-21, 33, for the fulfilment.

Please read pages 87-92 (top half) of "Major Bible Doctrines " and note any questions you have either on these pages or on any of this course so far.
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