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The Doctrine of Salvation

“But when the kindness of God our Saviour and His love for mankind appeared,  He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy.  He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, Whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.  This is a trustworthy saying.”

Titus 3.4-8

“He saved us.”  The whole of this doctrine can be summarised in these three words.  The verse itself is a wonderfully condensed description of how God saves us, and we shall be looking at the precise meanings of the words its uses.

The doctrine of salvation brings to a focus, so to speak, all the other doctrines.

The purpose of the Scriptures is “to make us wise unto salvation.” (2 Tim 3:15)

The doctrine of God shows that this doctrine is based in His attributes of love, holiness, grace and mercy.

The doctrine of man diagnoses our malady, revealing a human race “all alike under sin … so that every mouth may be silenced the whole world held accountable before God” (Rom 3.9,19).

Hope is raised as our doctrine of the person and work of Christ reveals that “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”. (1 Tim 1:14)

It is the Holy Spirit Who applies to us the redemption Christ secured for us on the Cross.

The doctrine of the Church shows us the community into which the saved are brought and develop, while Eschatology will show us the goal of salvation in the perfection of believers and the renewal of the universe.

How does God save us?  What really happens?  It is vital that we should know what He is doing in our life and what He seeks to do in the life of others.  The Doctrine of Salvation teaches us this.
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The Meaning of Salvation

In the Old Testament, the word “save”, “salvation”, “Saviour”, translate different forms of the word “Yasha” over 300 times.

In the New Testament, the parallel Greek words, “soter”, “sozo”, “soteria”, occur over 168 times.  So the Bible speaks of salvation over 450 times.

The most familiar use of the word in its Hebrew form is in the name “Jesus”, meaning “The Lord is Salvation”.  This is the name “Yeshua” in the Old Testament, more familiarly known as “Joshua”.  Kittel’s “Theological dictionary of the New Testament” summarises the concept conveyed by these words as follows:

“Deliverance is imparted to the weak or oppressed in virtue of a relation of protection or dependence in which he stands to someone stronger or mightier who saves him out of his afflictions.  The thought is neither that of self-help nor of co-operation with the oppressed.

The help is such that the oppressed would be lost without it.

In the New Testament, “sozo” and “soteria” are used only in relation to an acute danger to life.  Verb and noun denote saving of the shipwreck crew and passengers in the account of Paul’s shipwreck in Acts 27:20,31,34.  “Sozo” has the same meaning in the stilling of the storm (Matthew 8:25). 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.
SALVATION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

1.1
The Old Testament is the record of how God saved, delivered Israel.



From what did God save Israel, according to the passages mentioned below?

Exodus 14:13,30; 15:2; Psalm 106. 8-10

Judges 2:16; 3:9,15, 31

1.2
The Old Testament also speaks of the salvation of individuals.



What were the following writers “saved” from? 



Psalm 35. 1-3, 4, 9-10



Psalm 38. 5-8, 21-22



Psalm 42. 9-11



Psalm 51. 3-4, 14



Israel in Ezekiel 36.29

2.
SALVATION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

2.1
Salvation from physical danger.

Initially we find similar expressions to those in the Old Testament stories, as in the birth stories in Luke (1:67-75) or the miracles where there is salvation from disease or danger (Matthew 9:22; 14:30-31).

2.2 By far the greatest number of references however, refers to salvation from sin, judgement, and eternal loss.  We find examples of this already in the Gospels, in Matthew 1:21, “Thou shall call his name Jesus for he shall save his people from their sins”.  Luke 19:10, “Today is salvation come to this house … The Son of Man has come to seek and save that which was lost”.

3. THE  TEACHING  ON SALVATION

3.1 Saviourhood or saving is so typical of God’s character that He is spoken of many times simply as “Saviour”.  See Luke 1:47 (Mary); 1 Timothy 1:7; Jude 25; 1 Timothy 2:3; 1 Timothy 4:10.  In these verses God is spoken of as a Saviour, Jesus too is spoken of as the Saviour.  This is the meaning of His name (Matthew 1:21).  “To you is born in the city of David, a Saviour”.  (Luke 2:11) See also Titus 2:13, “the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ”.  (Titus 1:4; 3:4).

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3.2 What kinds of person does He save, according to the following passages?

Luke 19:10; 1 Timothy 1:15; Romans 5:9, Acts 2:40

3.3 What is the alternative to being saved?

1 Corinthians 1:18; 2 Corinthians 2:15

3.4 Who may benefit from His saving activity?

Titus 2:11; John 12:47; 1 Timothy 2:4; John 3:17

3.5 Are there other ways of being saved?

Acts 4:12

3.6 What do we contribute to our salvation?

II Timothy 1:9; Titus 3:4-5; Eph. 2,4-9

3.7 What means does God use, if any?
1 Cor 15:1-2; Acts 11:14; 1 Corinthians 1:18; Eph 2:8
3.8 What must we do to be saved?

3.8.1 …………………………………………………………………………………..

Fill in the blank after reading the following verses:

Luke 7:50; Mark 16:16; Acts 16:30; Ephesians 2:8

3.8.2 …………………………………………………………………………………..

James 1:21; Luke 8:12

3.8.3 …………………………………………………………………………………..

Acts 2:21; Romans 10:12

REGENERATION

INTRODUCTION

Please write out in full Titus, 3.4-7

It is in this verse that we have fullest statement on regeneration and indeed on how we are saved.  Right at the heart of the verse we have the word “rebirth” (“regeneration” in older versions).  The Greek word is “Paliggenesia” and contains the same root as the verb that we find used first in the New Testament in John 1:12-13, “Yet to all who receive Him, to those who believed in His name, he gave the right to become children of God – children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will but born of God”.

In this last phrase we have the Greek word “gennao”.  This one word represents two words in our English language.  In the active sense it means, “to beget, generate, engender” and refers primarily to the act of a human father in the conception of a child.  In its passive form it means “to be born”.  There too however, especially when used with the preposition “EK”,  “out of”, it refers to the male principle in the process of conception.  WE find it used in Matthew 1:20, “what is conceived (begotten, passive form of gennao) in her is from (EK) the Holy Spirit”.  No human father intervened in the birth of our Lord; the father’s role was taken over, in a sense, by the Holy Spirit.

It is amazing to find the same usage applied to all of those who receive Christ and are “born of God”, as stated in John 1:13.  This is to say that god has done in them a work similar to that which he did when he gave His Son to our world.  We must not push this comparison too far, and yet it gives further meaning to the idea that recurs in the New Testament of “Christ in you” (Colossians 1:27).  We shall look at the implications of this as we go on.  If you want to look at the verses in which the word “gennao”, occurs here they are:  John 1:13, 3:3,5-7; 1 John 2:28; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1,4,18; 1 Peter 1:3 “a compound verb anagennao” (to give birth, bear”.  Although Paul only uses the actual noun meaning “regeneration” once (Titus 3:5), he uses other words to describe the same act of God.  The word for “renewal” which we see in Titus 3:5 is also the same act of God.  This word is also used in 2 Cor. 4:16; Rom 12:2; Col. 3:9.  Another word used by Paul to describe what John calls “regeneration” is the word “create” (Gk. “kitzo”).  This word is found in Ephesians 2:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 4:20,24.

1. THE MEANING OF REGENERATION

1.1 Regeneration is an act of God

Titus 3:5 “He saved us by the washing of regeneration”.  In  John 1:12-13 all other means are excluded.  This is God’s act.  In John 3, Jesus makes clear that new birth is “not of the flesh”, not something we do.  1 John 3:9 speaks about having “His seed” in us.  James 1:18 stresses that “He chose to give us birth”.

1.2 Regeneration is God’s gracious, undeserved act

Titus 3:5 emphasises that God “saved us, not because of righteous things, but because of his mercy.  He saved us through the washing of rebirth…”  Peter says in 1 Peter 1:3 that we have been born again “according to his rich mercy”.  When Paul speaks of us as “God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works”, He precedes this undoubted reference to regeneration by reaffirming that it is “by grace you have been saved …. not by works, so that no one can boast”.  Regeneration is not a reward for good deeds.  It is an act of God towards the totally undeserving.

1.3 Regeneration is the act by which God places a new, perfect nature in us

1 John 3:9 is very emphatic here; “no one who is born of God will continue in sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.  Just as a human father by the implanting of his seed gives a life, which is identical to his own, so God, the Heavenly Father, implants in us a nature which is pure as His is.  Peter says that those who have been called “by God” participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires”.  We are sharers in the divine nature.  These are bold and daring works.  Paul recalls the original creation of man when he was said to be made in the image and likeness of God.  That image has been defaced, but believers in Christ “have put on the new self which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its creator”.  (Colossians 3:10)  God has once again put his image within us.  Jesus declares, “that which is born of the Spirit is spirit”.  A spiritual nature akin to that of the Holy Spirit is produce din us when we are born again.  See also 2 Corinthians 4:16; Romans 12:2; Colossians 3:9; Ephesians 2:5, 10; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 4:20,24.  In all of these verses Paul refers to this work that God does in us.  Note that the word “renewal” always and without exception in the New Testament refers to regeneration or its subsequent results.

A question arises.  If God has placed within us a nature that does not sin, why do we then sin?  This question will be answered in the section on “Sanctification”, but suffice to say that the implanting of a new nature does not rid us of our flesh with its propensity to sin.  See Galatians 5:17.

1.4 Regeneration is instantaneous

It is interesting to notice that in all of the following verses, the reference to being “born” is in the Greek aorist tense:   John 1:13, 3:3,5,7

The force of this tense is not so much that something has happened in the past as that it has happened at a precise moment rather than as an ongoing process.  In John 3:7 even when Jesus speaks to Nicodemus of his need to be born again, the text uses this tense of the verb implying a single once-and-for-all act.  1 John 5:18 (he that is born of God keeps him – himself) 1 Peter 1:3; James 1:18.  In the following passages the verb is in a perfect passive tense indicating an action in the past, which has ongoing consequences, just as our birth has as its consequence a present life; 1John 2:20; 3:9; 4:7; 5:4.

1.5 Regeneration is a work of the Holy Spirit

This is affirmed by the key text of Titus 3:5.  It is emphasised by our Lord in John 3:5,6,7.  This action of the Holy Spirit is described particularly in John 14-16, Jesus’ last discourse to his disciples in the upper room when he speaks particularly of the Holy Spirit who will, in a sense, take his place.  He promises them that when they “bear witness, the Holy Spirit will also bear witness”; when the Counsellor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth Who goes out from the Father, He will testify about me and you also must testify…”  (John 15:26-27).  It is the Holy Spirit’s testimony that makes their testimony effective.  Our Lord describes the work of the Holy Spirit in detail in John 16:7-11.  Let us take a closer look at 4 phrases in these verses.

1.5.1 “He will convict the world”

The word “convict” is translated “exposed” (John 3:20); “convinced” (1 Corinthians 14:24); “expose” (Ephesians 5:11-13).  From these other translations it is evident that the Holy Spirit convinces effectively so that when He engages in His work, the sinner is actually brought to recognise the truths that are referred to in the following phrases.

1.5.2 “…sin because men do not believe in me”.

The Holy Spirit convinces of “sin”, rather than “sins”.  The sin which keeps men out of heaven, is that of rejecting Christ.  The Holy Spirit shows the sinner his attitude to Christ is of first importance and he becomes aware of the guilt that will follow if he turns his back on the Saviour.

1.5.3 “…righteousness, because I am going to the Father”

In this discorse all the references to the departure of Jesus to his Father are his way of referring to the cross.  It was by his sacrifice on the cross that Jesus satisfied divine righteousness, divine justice.  Because he died for us, we can be accounted righteous, see 2 Corinthians 5:21.  This is a reference not to our unrighteousness but to the righteousness which is provided for us through Christ’s death on the cross.  Having shown us our guilt, the Holy Spirit shows us the cross as the solution to the problem of our guilt.

1.5.4 “…judgement, because the prince of this world now stands condemned”.

This is not a reference to conviction of judgement to come, so much as to conviction that the devil has no more power over us because he has been judged at the cross.  For this reason the sinner is liberated.  So the Holy Spirit shows the sinner that he can be freed because of what Jesus did on the cross.

Elsewhere references are made to the Holy Spirit enabling us to understand that which we would otherwise not understand.  See 1 Corinthians 2:9-10,12 and 2 Corinthians 3:17-18; 4:6.

1.6 Regeneration is a miracle

When the Lord Jesus said to his disciples that “they would do greater works than these (his miracles)” he was referring to those who through the disciples testimonies made effective by the Holy Spirit would be born again.  Regeneration is the greatest miracle of all.  In John 17:4 Jesus said He had glorified the Father by “completing the work you gave me to do”.  He was there referring to is work in the heart of His disciples who at that moment numbered only eleven who had remained true to Him.  Through their testimony an immeasurably greater number would be brought to Him, thus His work would be continued in a greater way.  The regeneration of one person is likened, by Paul, in Ephesians 2 to raising someone from the dead.  But the raising of someone physically from the dead is a miracle which is not lasting, Lazarus, the widow of Nain’s son, Jairus’s daughter, were raised only to die again.  He who is born again receives eternal life and never dies in the true sense of that term.

1.7 Regeneration is a single event followed by a process

When physical life is conceived, in the tiny fertilised egg there is all the potential that will grow and develop into a fully developed man or woman.  But that development will take years.  Similarly, the regenerate nature implanted in us by the Holy Spirit has all the potential that we need to become mature in Christ.  The development of that potential takes us all our life.  We deal with Christian growth under the heading of sanctification.  Just as however there can be no growth without life, so without regeneration a person can develop none of the fruit of the spirit.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. THE RESULTS OF REGENERATION

First result ……………………………………………………………………

Fill in after reading the following verses:  Jn. 3:3; 1 Cor. 2:6-15; 1 Jn. 5:13

Answer:  According to this last reference, right belief follows new birth.  Those who have been born of God have no difficulty in accepting what the Bible says about Jesus.  If a person has problems in this area, it is because they have not been born again.

Second result ………………………………………………………..

1 John 2:28; 3:9

Third result ……………………………………………………………


1 John 5:1; 4:7


Fourth result .………………………………………………………..


1 John 5:4


Fifth result ……………………………………………………………..


1 John 5:18

3.
ILLUSTRATIONS OF REGENERATION

A number of illustrations are given in the Bible contrasting the difference that regeneration makes to a person.

How is regeneration represented in the following passages?


Eph. 2:5 ……………………………………………………………………………………………….


Ezek. 36:25-27…………………...…………………………………………………………………

2 Cor. 4:4-6; 3:15-18 ………………………………………………………………………………

John’s gospel, in which we have the first clear teaching on regeneration, speaks much of Eternal Life.  This eternal life is the life that follows new birth.  Most of the “signs” in John’s gospel illustrate the difference new life makes as they show a blind man seeing, a lame man walking, a dead man coming to life and so on.

4. THE INSTRUMENT OF REGENERATION

What means does God use in regeneration, according to the following passages?

James :18; 1 Peter 1:23 ……………………………………………………………………………

Answer:  The verses in James (1:18) and 1 Peter (1:23) both speak of the Word of God as seed.  Peter is almost certainly recalling the parable, which he would have heard Jesus teach on the seed and the soils (Mark 4).  Jesus describes this parable as the key to all other parables for it describes his essential action amongst men.  He is the sower, the seed is “the Word of God”. (Mark 4:14).  Just as the sower drops his seed into the ground, so Jesus in his teaching, is dropping the word of the gospel into hearts and minds.  There is nothing “magic” about this.  The gospel is not a magic formula which, when repeated, will produce effects willy-nilly.  It has to be heard, understood, remembered and acted upon.  But when this happens, the results are totally different from those that follow listening to any other advice or counsel.  When we listen to and act upon the words of Jesus, a power is given to us, which transforms our life.  The more we listen the greater the transformations.  We however, have to pay attention and seek with all our concentration to understand the word that is spoken.  “Others like seeds sown on good soil, hear, accept, and produce a crop – 30, 60 or even 100 times what is sown”. (Mark 4:20).  In John’s gospel which speaks so clearly of new birth and eternal life, the reception of eternal life is again and again linked with hearing the work that Jesus spoke.  See also Ephesians 5:26 and compare our key test of Titus 3:5.

 Purification in the Old Testament frequently involved washing with water.  These verses give us the key to this symbol.  It represents the action of the word of God.

Already in our look at the meaning of salvation we saw that the reception of salvation is associated with receiving the message of the gospel (Eph. 1:13).  How can we see this miracle of the new birth in those around us?  The answer is simple.  We must sow the word, bring to them the message of the gospel.

Regeneration does not take place while we are asleep.  It is not something that comes “over” a person, “zapping” them.  It is a conscious, rational response of mind, heart and will to God’s word.

That response is summarised by the word “faith”, and that is our next subject.

FAITH AND REPENTANCE

As we looked at regeneration as an act of God in which He raises us from the death to new life, giving us His Spirit in a moment of time, we noted that this act is repeatedly linked in the Scriptures with faith.  Regeneration does not happen when we are asleep.  We are conscious of God’s dealings with us and responsive to them, and this human response is called “Faith”.  Let us look at the elements of this response, as they are described for us in the Scriptures.

FAITH

Words used

Old Testament:

AMAN “confirm, support, trust” (used of trust in God 150 times) EMUNAH “firmness, steadfastness”.  See Isa 7:9, “if you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all”; 28:16 “See I lay a stone in Zion … the one who trusts will never be dismayed”.

New Testament:

The word “faith” translates the noun PISTIS which occurs 243 times.  “Believe” translates PISTEUO also occurring 243 times.  So 486 times there is mention of faith in the New Testament.

The importance of faith is underlined by Hebrews 11:6; “And without faith, it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to God must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him”.  If it is possible to please God without faith, then, on the other hand, we have the thrilling words of Jesus “Everything is possible for him who believes” (Mark 9:21).

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. What then is Faith?

1.1 The means of Faith is ……………………………………

What is the means of faith in the following statements?  Read them and complete the heading above.

Romans 10:17; Romans 4:18; Galatians 3:16; John 2:22; John 20:21; Hebrews 4:6; John 4:50

Answer:   When people do not have faith it is useless exhorting them to generate it themselves.  Faith comes from the reading of the Scriptures.

1.2 The Object of Faith is ……………………………………

Complete this statement after reading the following passages:

Hebrews 11:6; Genesis 15:6; John 6:68; Romans 4:3

Answer:  The object of Faith is God himself.  As he speaks to us, we realise that we are being addressed by a Person.

2. The Characteristics of Faith

2.1 To believe is to accept certain statements as true.

1 John 5:10 says, “We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son.  Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart.  Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about His Son.  And this is the testimony; God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.

Just as we accept the statements that a trusted friend may make, so we are expected to accept the statements that God makes.  Not to do so is to offer Him the worst possible affront.

This means that faith initially is accepting the Gospel as true.  See 1 Corinthians 15:1-10; 1 Thess 4:14.

2.2 To believe is to commit oneself to Christ: to trust: to enter into a personal relationship with Him.

Paul is speaking of a personal relationship with Christ when he writes in 2 Tim 1:12, “I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against the day”.  His faith has led to a personal knowledge of the one about whom he has accepted certain facts as true.  Romans 6:18 says, “we believe that we shall live with Him”.  Paul is here referring not to a future life in heaven but to an experience of Christ’s presence with us now, which is the result of believing what Scripture says about Him.  Romans 10:9 speaks of the initial Christian confession as an admission of Christ as Lord, as well as a belief that God has raised Him from the dead.  To acknowledge Christ as Lord is to recognise Him as the leader of our lives, Who is directing us moment by moment.  This clearly implies a personal relationship.  See also 1 Peter 1:8, Acts 14:23; John 9:35-38; John 10:26,27.  In John’s gospel there are many references to “the one who believes in (into) Christ”.  This faith is clearly more than assent to his existence, it expresses commitment and a relationship.  See Chapter 6:40 “For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life and I will raise Him up at the last day…”  Again a personal relationship is clearly implied. 

2.3 Faith issues in ………………………………………………..

Complete the statement after reading the following passages

Romans 1:5; Romans 6:17; 15:18; 16:19; Hebrews 11:8

Answer:   This shows clearly that faith is more than simply an intellectual accent to a creed.  It is a commitment that issues in obedience.  James (1:14-26) affirms that a faith which does not issue in action is dead.  “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save him?”  He further compares such faith with the attitude of the demons, “you believe that there is one God.  Good!  Even the demons believe that – and shudder”.

2.4 To believe is to ……………………………………………..

Complete the statement after reading the following passages:

Romans 4:18; Hebrews 11:1

Answer:  Hebrews 11:1 defines faith in terms of hope.  Faith is believing in the certainty of what is yet future.  This is where faith is opposed to “sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7).  Hebrews 11 goes on to illustrate this from the examples of the believers of the Old Testament, Noah (verse 7), Abraham (verse 8-10) and many more.  1 Peter 1:21 says, “Your faith is also hope in God” (transl. Of Kittel).  Our Lord applies this concept to a prayer, in Matthew 21:21.  See also 1 John 5:14 for the same concept.  Once a Christian is sure of the promise of God (found only in Scripture!) in a given area he counts on receiving what is promise, even although he may not actually have it at the moment of believing.

2.5 To believe in Christ is to………………………….

Complete the statement after reading John 1:12

Answer:  Perhaps the most familiar way of speaking about faith in Christ is to say that one or another “received” Christ as their Saviour.  John 1:12 gives believing on Christ’s Name and receiving Him as parallel expressions, saying the same thing.  Illustrations of this in John’s Gospel are found in 4:15; 6:35 and 7:37 where believing in Christ is illustrated by receiving food or drink.

2.6 To believe is to remain FAITHFUL

This is evident from the very meaning of the words both in Hebrew (Aman) and Greek (Pistis).  The same word stands for the concept of faith and faithfulness.  True faith is faithful.  It has an enduring quality.  If it does not have this enduring quality it is not faith.  See 1 Peter 1:7 and 2 Thess 1:4.

3. “True” Faith and Temporary Faith

We have already seen that there is a faith even of demons, an intellectual assent to truths which is not followed by the kind of commitment to them.  Some in the gospel of John especially are spoken of as having a temporary faith, which depended on signs but vanished as soon as the miracle was over.  John 3:23 says, “Now while He was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing, and believed in His Name.  But Jesus would not entrust Himself to them, for He knew all men.  He did not need man’s testimony about man, for He knew what was in a man”.

The difference between this temporary, superficial faith and genuine faith is well illustrated by the account of the healing of the official’s son in John 4:43-54.

When the official first asks Jesus to come and heal his son, Jesus replies “Unless you see miraculous signs and wonders, you will never believe.”  This is clearly intended as a rebuke.

The man however insists.  “Sir, come down before my son dies”.

Then Jesus gives the man an opportunity for true faith.  He gives him a promise that his son will live.  The man has no evidence of this apart from Jesus’ words.

Then we read, “The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and he went his way”.

True, genuine faith requires only one guarantee – that of the Word of God.

When the man reaches home, and discovers that his son had been – as he expected and anticipated – healed at the very moment when Jesus spoke the word, we are told a second time that “he believed”, the implication is that from that time on he believed in the Messiahship of Jesus.

There is a similar contrast in the incidents which preceed this miracle.  People in Jerusalem had believed because they saw miracles – but the implication is that once the miracle had passed, the faith passed too.  In Samaria however, where Jesus had performed no miracles, the Samaritans had believed solely because of what they had heard, first from the woman, then from Jesus Himself.

REPENTANCE

The words

Old Testament:

SHUB (re)turn is the 12th most frequently used verb in the Old Testament, appearing over 1050 times.  It comes in Jeremiah 111 times, Psalms 71 times, and Isaiah 51 times.

It means, “to return” as in Genesis 22:5, “I and the lad will go yonder to worship and return unto you”.

From this meaning of the word conveying physical movement there comes a picture of spiritual return to God.

Far better than any other verb it combines in itself the two requisites of repentance – to turn from evil and to turn to the good.

Theologically the most crucial use is in passages dealing with the covenant communities return to God, or turning away from sin.  There are a total of 164 uses of “Shub” in a covenantal context, 113 times in the classical/literary prophets.  In Jeremiah the verb is used in this way 48 times”.  (quotations from “Theological Word Book”, Gleasson Archer & Others)

New Testament:

The word most frequently used is “Metanoia” occurring 34 times and “Metanoeo” (verb) occurring 26 times.  This word is most common in the Gospels and Acts where it comes a total of 35 times.  It also occurs 12 times in Revelation.

It means literally “to change one’s mind” from “nous” (mind) and “meta” (preposition meaning “after”, implying change).

In the New Testament however, it is used as the equivalent of “shub” “What the religious language of the Old Testament express by “shub”, the New Testament expresses by “metanoeo” and “metanoia””  (Kittel, Theological Word Book of the New Testament).

Kittel goes on to say, “For as the call “Metanoeite” which Jesus issued in the steps of the Baptist is seen:

as an emotional appeal (feel sorry);

or as a stirring of the whole consciousness (changing your mind);

or as a demand for acts of expiation for wrongs committed (do penance);

or as a summons to a radical change in the relation of God to Man and Man to God (convert, be converted);

so according to these various interpretations there will be radically different understandings of the message of Jesus”.

Kittel goes on to opt for the final meaning as the true interpretation of the term.

As we put together the references in the New Testament to repentance we may define it in the following way:

1. Repentance is a definite turning from sin to God

Repentance is a total change of direction.

Two examples of this may be given amongst others:

In Jonah 3:10 it is said that the Men of Nivevah turned from their evil ways”.  (shub); our Lord in Matthew 12:41 describes the action of the men of Nineveh as repentance, and the word “metanoeo” is used.

In Luke 5:27-32 (Matthew 9:9-12; Mark 2:13-17) the incident is told of Levi who abandons an illicit vocation as a tax gatherer and leaves everything, wholeheartedly following Christ Who then says, “I came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance”. (Luke 5:32)

In both of these incidents we have a perfect example of the biblical meaning of turning or repentance.  Both the men of Nineveh and Matthew turn from a way of life that was evil and committed themselves wholeheartedly to doing what God required.  Let us look at the first aspect of repentance.

2. Repentance is turning from sin

See Luke 15:7,10; Matthew 3:1,8; Hebrews 6:1; Acts 8:22 etc.

Matthew 3:8 especially shows the direct connection between repentance and a direction away from ”evil” deeds toward “fruitful” deeds.  The one who truly repents will have a dramatic change in behaviour.

3. Repentance is turning to God

Paul says in Acts 20:21, I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance (GK lit “repentance towards God”) and have faith in our Lord Jesus Christ”.  Again in Acts 26:19 he summarises his message to Jews and Gentiles that, “they should repent and turn to God (one word in Greek “repent”) and prove their repentance by their deeds”.

Note however that in the New Testament, with perhaps the exception of the message of John, repentance is always based on what Christ has done.  This is very clear in Acts 2:38, where Peter concludes the first gospel message with the word, “repent”.  However, as he goes on to speak of baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, it is evident that this repentance is solely based on what Christ has done.  They are to repent because Jesus has died.  See also Luke 24:47.

4. Repentance leads to forgiveness and salvation

See Acts 5:31; Luke 24:47.  This is already affirmed in the Old Testament.  One of the most famous passages is that of Ezekiel 18:21-23.  Repentance was preached by John to prepare men for the coming kingdom of God.  Jesus has exactly the same emphasis.  Their message is identical in this respect, “repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is near”.  (Matthew 3:2; 4:17).  True repentance causes heaven to rejoice (Luke 15:7).

5. Not to repent is to be lost

Luke 13:3 “If you do not repent, you will all likewise perish”.  This emphasis is particularly found in the book of the Revelation (2:21, 22:9-20; 16:11).  Rom 2:4-5 puts the alternatives starkly, “Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness.. not realising that your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath…”.

6. Repentance is commanded

We have seen that regeneration is something God does.

Repentance is an act that we are called upon to perform.  See Matt. 3:2, 4:17; Mark 6:10; Acts 2:38; 17:30; 26:19.

Yet although repentance is something we do, it is also spoken of as a gift of God, God enables the sinner to turn from sin to Himself.  Acts 11:18, 2 Tim 2:25.

7. Repentance is sometimes a synonym for conversion or regeneration

This is certainly the case in Luke 24:47 where the whole of personal salvation is summed up by the word repentance, “repentance and forgiveness of sins”, and in 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise …. He is … patient … not wanting anyone to perish but everyone to come to repentance.

8. Repentance and faith

Sometimes repentance is spoken of as preceding faith.

It is as though repentance is thought of as turning from sin while faith is laying hold of God’s offer of salvation.  See Hebrews 6:1, “not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and faith in God"” or Acts 20:21 where Paul speaks of "repentance towards God and faith in Christ”.

Yet, of course, no one will repent unless he has already believed the truth of the message.  In that sense faith includes repentance.

It is important, however, to note that the promises of salvation are attached to faith rather than to repentance.  We are never told in so many words that repentance saves.  It is faith that saves but we may say that faith without repentance is not true faith.

JUSTIFICATION

Words:

“Dikaioo” justify 37 times; “Dikaioma” justification 4 times; “Dikaiosis” justification 2 times

1.
The Meaning of Justification

These words are from the same root as the word for “righteousness” (dikaisune), which means “conformity to a standard”.

What do you think, “justify” means, according to its use in the following passages?

Deut 25:1 “If there be a controversy between men and they come unto judgement, that the judges may judge them, they shall justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked”.

Proverbs 17.15  “He that justifieth the wicked and he that condemneth the just, even thy both are an abomination unto the Lord”.

Matthew 12:37 “By your words you will be justified and by your words you will condemned”.

Answer ……………………………………………………………………………………….

According to these verses, what is the opposite of justification?  (You may look at Romans 5:18 for confirmation of your answer.

Answer………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Now check what you have observed with the following definition.

“Justification means to declare judicially that a man’s standing is in harmony with the demands of the Law”. (E.F. Kevan)

1.1 
It is a legal word describing the verdict of a judge when he declares the accused “not guilty”.

It means acquittal.  Its opposite is “condemnation”, when the judge declares the accused “guilty”.  See again Deut 25:1 and Matt 12:37.

1.2 
It does not mean “to make righteous”.

This is seen from Proverbs 17:15, whose first phrase would not be true if justify meant “make righteous”.

Remember, it is the opposite of “condemn” which does not mean to make wicked, but to declare wicked, or guilty.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2.
The Means of Justification

Two of the key passages for the doctrine of justification are Galatians 2:15-21 (Paul’s rebuke to Peter when he reverted to Jewish customs and the practice of the Jewish Law) and Romans 3:19-26.  Read these two passages carefully and then answer the following questions.

2.1
What will not ‘justify’, according to these verses?

………………………………………………………………………………………

2.2 
On what basis does God justify sinners (see especially Romans 3:25 and compare Galatians 3:10-14)?

………………………………………………………………………………………

2.3 What conditions must sinners fulfil in order to be justified? (see especially Romans 3:22,24 and following)

………………………………………………………………………………………

2.4 To be justified is not just to be forgiven, it is to be considered ……………… fill in the word after reading the following verses … 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 5:21; Phil 3:9

2.5 What is the result of justification, according to Romans 8:31-39?

………………………………………………………………………………………

Summary
Justification is once-and-for-all judicial declaration made by God, the just judge, by which he pronounces the repentant sinner innocent of all charges against him on the ground of Christ’s having forever paid the penalty for his sins on the cross.  God makes this declaration on one condition alone, that the sinner trusts in Christ’s sacrifice on his behalf.

The sinner is not only declared not guilty, the very righteousness of Christ is attributed to him.  It is like the “new robe” which was given to the prodigal son in place of his rags, when he returned to the father.

It is a declaration which can never be contested, for it is made by the supreme judge, “the judge of all the earth”.  Rom 8:31-34

Justification becomes the basis for all God’s subsequent dealings with us and the ground of our admission into His presence in heaven.

It is true to say that this doctrine became fully understood during the Reformation.

Henri Blocher says that in the first centuries of Church History, no other important subject was so completely forgotten as that of justification by faith.  Soteriology (the doctrine of salvation) became moralising, spirtualising and sacramentalist.  It emphasised the transformation of human nature, so the Pauline emphasis was blurred and indeed completely lost.

The Greek fathers, while teaching that man is justified by faith, insisted on the value of baptism and words for the wiping out of past sins.

St Augustine, far from correcting this tendency, strayed even further from the biblical notion.  Augustine taught not that justice was imputed to man but that man obtains an inherent or inner justice, produced by grace.  In other words, justification makes a man just.

The 16th century Reformers rediscovered the doctrine of justification by faith.  Martin Luther spoke of the marvellous exchange wrought by Christ in these words: “Thou, Lord Jesus, Thou art my righteousness, but I am Thy sin; Thou hast taken that which is mine, and Thou hast given to me that which I was not…..”

“In the same way that He took thee upon Him and made thy sins His, in the same way he makes His righteousness thine”.

It has, however, been well said that we are justified by faith alone, yet the faith that justifies does not remain alone.  It is on the basis of righteousness that God imputes to us in justification, that He imparts righteousness to us in sanctification.

Justifying righteousness is external.  It describes not what we are in ourselves, but how God sees us in Christ.  It is instantaneous, perfect, permanent, and secures everlasting acceptance by God.

Sanctifying righteousness in inward, gradually imparted, and we may deviate from it.  The presence of lack of it makes no difference to God’s acceptance of us.  He accepts us because of what Christ did, not because of what we have done or ever will do.
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