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Topics for this lecture

1. Five different Reformations 



p. 2-3 
and Supplement p. 1

2.

Lutheran Reformation




p. 3

and Supplement p. 2-5

3.

Swiss / Reformed Reformation



p. 4

and Supplement p. 7-9

4.

Radical Reformations




p. 5

and Supplement p. 10-11

5.

English Reformation




p. 6

and Supplement p. 12-15

6.

Catholic Reformation




p. 7

and Supplement p. 16-17

7. Armenians






p. 7



8. Scotland 







p. 8

and Supplement p. 20-21


9. Puritans and Pilgrims



p. 8

and Supplement p. 22

In preparation, read Cairns, 280–5 and 293–305 and 312–8 and 320–31.  (If time, read all of pages 267–353)

---------

Reformation in England produced first Book of Common Prayer, 1549. Although it has been revised several times, one of loveliest prayers in original Prayer Book is still in use, so we’ll start with that: 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secret are hidden; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

1  Five different Reformations

MAP = EUROPE AT END OF C16 (THAT IS AFTER REFORMATION), SHOWING RELIGIOUS CONFESSIONS

(there is a similar map, in colour, at Supplement p. 1, which shows Anabaptists but not Hussites.)
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 1.1  Definition of ‘Reformation’ (Cairns, 267-77)

‘The Reformation’ is term for religious revolution which began in northern Europe in early C16, as reaction to medieval Catholic doctrines and practices. It touched social, political and economic as well as religious life of several countries. Early C16 had witnessed growing social unrest in many cities as demands grew for broader-based and more representative government - there was new emphasis on ‘rights’ of people. Reformation led to reform of morals, worship, liturgy, spirituality as well as study of Christian doctrine. It was basis for founding of Protestantism (defined at 1.4 below), now one of three major branches of Christianity (others being Roman Catholicism and Orthodoxy).

1.2  Background

C16 was not first occasion when call for reform was heard in Europe. As mentioned in lecture 5, Bernard of Clairvaux, Catherine of Siena, Peter Waldo, John Wyclif and John Huss had called for reform of Church in Western Europe, but term ‘The Reformation’ is used to describe (only) C16 reform movements. Began when Martin Luther nailed Ninety-five Theses against sale of ‘indulgences’ (forgiveness of sin for cash) to church door in Wittenberg on 31 October 1517. What distinguished Luther from previous reformers was that while they attacked corruption in life of church, he went to theological root of problem, ​perversion of Church’s doctrine of redemption by sale of indulgences and relics. Reformers (best known of whom were Luther and John Calvin) recognised need for drastic overhaul of institutions, practices and ideas of Western Church. No other movement of religious protest has been so widespread or so lasting in its effects.

1.3  Five different Reformations in C16

Term ‘Reformation’ is often applied to Luther and Calvin only, but there were five different aspects of reform in C16 Europe. After overview of all five, we’ll look at them individually in detail. Overview;

1. Lutheran - influenced and came to dominate North Germany and then Eastern Europe and Scandinavia.

2.  Reformed Church - In Zurich, Switzerland, Zwingli began reform at same time as Luther, and when Zwingli died, his place was taken by John Calvin in Geneva, so Reformed faith is often known as Calvinism. This Church influenced and came to dominate parts of Switzerland, Holland and Scotland.
3. Radical Reformation - of whom best-known are ‘Anabaptists’, defined on p. 5. They felt Luther and Zwingli had not gone far enough, especially in Church/State relations and baptism. Initially in Germany and Switzerland, they became influential in Holland under Menno Simons, but never dominated a geographical area and so do not appear on map on p.1. They were persecuted and largely exterminated.

4.  English Reformation - Reformation in England had distinctive features that gave birth to Anglicanism and bishops. Scotland, by contrast, became Presbyterian, because Reformation there was led by John Knox, who had spent time in Geneva and was influenced by Calvin.

5.  Counter Reformation or Catholic Reformation – some say Catholic Church ‘counter​ attacked’, others say it ‘reformed itself’ but, either way, Council of Trent in North Italy in 1545 defined Catholic doctrine in anti-Protestant direction and introduced Catholic reform. Spain and Italy mostly remained loyal to Rome.
[image: image3.jpg]'
! EASTERN

Lutherans D

Calvinists

Anglicans 3
Anabaptists 22 2
ANGLIS

Atlantic

Ocean

Madrid

500 miles

500 km

| ORTHODOX
:
! CHURCH

 Budapest
.

'
Cdnstantinopl

North Africa




1.4  Definition of ‘Protestant’

Term ‘Protestant’ was coined in 1529, when Roman Catholic princes of Germany
 rescinded toleration they had granted three years earlier to followers of Luther. Lutherans ‘protested’, saying that if forced to choose between obedience to God and obedience to State, they must choose obedience to God. Their opponents therefore called them ‘Protest-ants’; 

in Germany, they preferred name ‘Evangelicals’ and in France ‘Huguenots’, but Roman Catholics used it for all who claimed to be Christian but who opposed Catholicism (except Eastern churches). Therefore its use was later extended to include Baptists, Quakers, Anglicans, etc.

2. Lutheran Reformation

2.1  Martin Luther (Cairns, 281, 291)
Biography will be given in lecture, under reference to p. 2-5 of Supplement, 

but keep one eye on map here also.

Following his death in 1546, Lutheranism lacked single authoritative leader. Melanchthon (picture from Cairns at Supplement p. 5) was natural successor, but he was not popular and

Lutheranism divided into several parties, which differed over key doctrines. In 1577, they

agreed on Formula of Concord, which defined 

Lutheran position on many issues, thus creating Lutheran orthodoxy.
For comparison of Luther’s life and work with other Reformers, see Supplement p.6.

3.  Swiss Reformation 

3.1  Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531) (Cairns, 293-7)
Biography will be given in lecture; also Supplement p. 6.

· Ulrich (or Huldreich) (= ‘rich in favour’).

· Born near Zurich, fifty-two days after Luther.

· University of Vienna. Parish Priest in Glarus, 1506. Army chaplain.

· 1516, parish priest at Einsiedeln. Influenced by Erasmus (lecture 5, p. 13).

· 1518, people’s priest at Great Cathedral in Zurich.

· Central place to preaching and exposition of Word.

· Arrived at Protestant position independently of Luther.

· 1522, resigned as priest and became preacher to city, pressing for official reformation in Zurich.

· 1522 he secretly married and also produced first of his many Reformation writings, 

· Two Public Disputations: January and October 1523 

· Reformation in Zurich was complete by 1525. 

· War in 1531, Zwingli among those killed at Kappel.
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3.2  John Calvin (1509-64) (Cairns, 300-1) 
Biography in lecture, with Supplement p. 8-9.

· Mother took him on pious RC pilgrimages.

· 1530, Faculty of Theology in Paris condemned view that ‘Holy Scripture cannot be understood
correctly without Greek, Hebrew or other similar languages’ - Calvin studied Greek and Hebrew.

· 1533, Rector of University of Paris, supported by Calvin, proposed reform within Church, and both were criticized for it and had to flee from Paris.

· First stay in Geneva – 1536-1538

· Second stay in Geneva - 1541-1564

3.3  Calvin and Luther on Church practice

Fundamental difference between Lutherans and Calvinists. Lutherans reformed practices only if 
To persuade churches to send men to his 
they were forbidden by Scripture, while Swiss 
seminary, Calvin said: ‘Send me your wood
did only what Scripture expressly authorized. 
and I shall send you arrows.’
‘Is what I am doing against Scripture’ – that 

was German, Lutheran, approach – ‘in which case I won’t do it’. ‘Is what I am doing found in Scripture - that was Swiss, Reformed, approach – ‘if it’s not in Scripture, I won’t do it’. 

In consequence, Lutherans kept much of existing church life; their buildings retained external trappings of Catholic churches, in art and decoration, and Lutherans used liturgies, set wording, in their Sunday services; they changed theology but not format. Swiss Reformers removed organs and pictures from churches, ministers dressed in plain clothes, not clerical vestments, etc. etc. 

4. Radical Reformers (Cairns, 297-301) – Supplement p. 10-11
4.1 Magisterial Reformers and Radical Reformers

C16 Protestant Reformers divide into two categories – Magisterial and Radical. Radical means ‘going back to roots’; while all Protestants intended to recover NT gospel from layers of medieval tradition, some were more radical than others. Main Magisterial were Luther, Zwingli and Calvin. They wanted to establish one true Church in their countries, with support of ‘magistrates’ (which included princes, judges and city council). Magisterial wished co-operation between Church and State to drive all Roman Catholics and heretics from their land. 

Radical Reformers protested at what they saw as halfway measures taken by Magisterial Reformers in purifying church of Roman Catholic elements. They were ‘Protestants of Protestantism’ and their ideal was to restore NT church to persecuted remnant as it was in Roman Empire before Constantine’s conversion. Radical Reformation included various groups, listed in Supplement p 10, but we look here only at Anabaptists and Mennonites.

4.2 Anabaptists

Largest group of Radical Reformers were Anabaptists - so called by opponents because of their insistence that people needed to be ‘Again-Baptised’ before they could join Church – this time as fully aware, professing believers. They repudiated prefix ‘Ana’, as they said they administered first and only true baptism. State opposition began in Zurich in 1525. Zwingli, original reformer in Zurich, had worked with Radicals, but realised that he couldn’t both support State Church, which everyone joined by baptism in infancy, and at same time support Radicals, who repudiated Church and State working together, and who also taught (this was new) that entrance to NT Church was only by baptism as believer, on confession of faith. 

Zurich Town Council imposed death penalty on Anabaptists, and threw them into river that runs through Zurich; with grim irony they called this their ‘Third Baptism’ – first had been in infancy, second as believers and now third by drowning – sketch at Supplement p. 11. Despite persecution, Anabaptists spread down Rhine to Holland and down Danube to Vienna - map at Supplement p. 11. There was, however, no one area where they were in majority, so they were not on map of Europe with which we started this afternoon.

4.3  Munster, 1534

Most Radicals were pacifist, but in 1534 some Anabaptist hotheads took over city of Munster - yellow on map at Supplement p. 11 - and said they were establishing New Jerusalem. They were violent and fought back when Catholics and Protestants combined to storm city. Leaders were killed and their bodies hung in cages on tower of church - picture on p 11 of Supplement – cages are still there. Because of Munster, Anabaptists were persecuted almost to extinction. 

4.4  Menno Simons

Roman Catholic priest in Holland, Menno Simons (Supplement p. 10) was convinced by reading NT that neither transubstantiation nor infant baptism was warranted. He contacted Anabaptists, was challenged by their sincerity, and devoted rest of his life, mostly with price on his head, to supporting Anabaptist groups throughout Northern Europe. Many of them adopted his name and became known as Mennonites. Because they were persecuted, they spread, as on map at Supplement p. 10, and today number one million in 60 countries.

5. Reformation in England (Cairns, 320-8) - Supplement p. 12-15
Reformation in England took different path from Continent of Europe and Scotland in two respects: (1) started directly under King Henry VIII, who looked neither to Luther nor Calvin for model, and 

(2) it was piecemeal and took twenty years to get from first attack on Rome’s jurisdiction in 1532 to first Protestant service in 1552. It is parent of ‘Anglican’ (otherwise ‘Episcopal’) church government. 

Until break with Rome in 1534, Church of England was Catholic and Henry was sincere Catholic, who loved his Church. At first, change in England could scarcely be called Reformation. Church remained virtually as before, except that King, not Pope, was now Head of Church. Most wanted to retain theology and practice of Roman Church, and Anglican tradition to this day echoes much RC liturgy.

5.1 Henry’s first marriage and divorce – chart at Supplement p. 12.
Henry’s brother Arthur married Catherine of Aragon, but he died in 1502; Henry then married Catherine.

By 1527, she was aged 42 and past childbearing, with no male heir. Henry wanted to marry Anne Boleyn.

Catherine’s nephew, Holy Roman Emperor, influenced Pope against annulment of Henry’s first marriage.

English Parliament of 1529 set precedent that Parliament could direct bishops, and going on from there,

Thomas Cramner (1489-1556), first Protestant Archbishop of Canterbury, granted Henry his divorce and married him to Anne Boleyn. Pope fulminated in vain and in July 1533 excommunicated Henry.

1534 Act of Supremacy made Henry ‘Supreme Head of Church of England’.

5.2  Dissolution of monasteries, 1536 and 1539 – map below shows numbers involved
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Although Henry made no change to day-to-day life of Church in England, he ‘nationalised’ all monasteries. Church in C16 held between one-fifth to one-third of land, from which Church derived its income. Henry needed money and laity became his enthusiastic supporters when he offered them pros​pect of becoming holders of Church land. In 1536 Parliament dissolved all monasteries with income of less that £200 and about 300 houses were taken. Sale of land to Henry’s courtiers brought him large revenues. Larger monast​eries were exempt at this stage but by 1540 process was complete. Monasticism was ended and Crown was enriched. Most monasteries were reduced to ruins, lead was taken from roofs and sold, builders removed stones, etc. Picture of looting valuables from monastery in Supplement p. 13.

5.3  Next Stages in English Reformation

Details will be given in lecture, and illustrated by Supplement, chart on p. 12 and narrative on p. 14. 

Edward VI (reigned 1547-53), ‘Bloody Mary’ (reigned 1553-58); Elizabeth 1 (reigned 1558-1603). 

Elizabeth sought ‘middle way’ between extremes of Edward and Mary, trying to hold Reformers and Catholics in one Church.  She had to – she needed Protestant support because Catholics believed her cousin, Mary Queen of Scots, was true queen, and Catholic Spain sent Armada – Supplement p. 15 – to topple her and crown Mary.  But her heart was in Catholic pageantry and she didn’t like Protestants telling her what to do, so she pursued her ‘middle way’ between them. This prompted John Knox to say that she was neither good Protestant nor good Catholic.

6.  Catholic Reformation / Counter Reformation (Cairns, 337-46) - Supplement p.16-19
6.1  Catholic Church between 1540-60 

In 1540, Catholic Church seemed to have little future. Protestants had won most of Germany, and rulers of other parts of Europe might follow Henry VIII’s example and establish national churches. By 1560, papacy had taken at least four effective steps, two positive and two negative, to renew Church and to reconvert Europe to Catholicism. Alliance with secular Catholic rulers, coupled with spiritual lead from Pope Paul III (pope 1534-49).  Other reforms included better training for priesthood, but notice four points at 6.2-5.

6.2 Council of Trent, 1545-63 (positive) –Supplement p. 17 and 19. It was so influential that until Vatican II in 1962-65 (lecture 9, p. 11), RC Church was described as ‘Tridentine’ (from Latin for Trent). There was not another such Council for over 300 years, until Vatican 1 met in 1869-1870.
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6.3  Society of Jesus or Jesuits, founded by Loyola in 1540 (positive). Supplement p. 16.

6.4  Index of Prohibited Books in 1559 (negative)
6.5  Inquisition, increased use from 1542 (negative)
6.6  Roman Catholicism. At Council of Trent, words Roman and Catholic were combined to give RC. 

7. Arminianism

Jacobus (James) Arminius (1560-1609), follower

of Calvin, pastor in Amsterdam, changed his mind about predestination. His followers in Dutch Reformed Church supported doctrines in second column of chart. Calvinists at Synod held at Dort in Holland in 1618-19 drew up ‘Five Points of Calvinism’, summarised by acronym TULIP – see chart above.

This was not statement of ‘Calvinism’, but response to Arminians’ claims. Arminianism influenced one wing of Anglican church in C17, Methodist movement of C18, and Salvation Army in C19. We’ll come back to it in lectures 7 and 8, as it strongly influencing evangelistic preaching in Scotland and elsewhere in C19. 

8.  Scotland (Cairns, 312-5)

This will be explored in lecture under reference to Supplement p. 20-21.

9. Puritans (Cairns, 328-32) – Supplement p. 22.

Puritans have had ‘bad press’ - caricatured as people who dressed strangely, opposed Christmas Day (which they did because it was popish holiday), locked people up for minor offences and were intolerant. Like all caricatures, there is some truth in it, but Puritans made lasting impression, especially on North America, where thousands of English Puritans went to build God’s kingdom as they conceived it should be. 

Word ‘Puritan’ means at least three different things to different people, so first some definitions of it.

9.1  ‘Puritan’ in sense of ‘purifying Church’ from within

First to be nicknamed ‘Puritans’ were Protestants who returned to England after living in Europe while ‘Bloody Mary’ was queen; they were dissatisfied with via media (middle path) of Elizabeth.
 They wanted Church with nothing in its worship or practice that was not found in Scripture. They tried to purify Church of England of all ceremonies, vestments, and customs inherited from medieval Church. ‘Puritans’ in this sense remained at all times within Church of England.

9.2 ‘Puritan’ in sense of ‘separating from Church’
Puritans who despaired of reviving Church of England from within ‘separated from’ it and formed ‘Separatist’ churches (which later became Independent or Congregational or Baptist churches). In 1608, members of Independent church at Scrooby in Nottinghamshire, who were being harassed by authorities, emigrated to Holland, where they enjoyed religious freedom. However in 1617, discouraged by economic difficulties and Dutch influence on their children, they decided to emigrate to America. (See ‘Pilgrim Fathers’, below.) Puritans in this sense remained outside C. of E., having left it to form their ‘pure church’.

9.3  ‘Puritan’ in sense of ‘austerity’
Later, name ‘Puritan’ was used (in different sense) for all who practised strictness in religion, both within and outside Church of England. They saw Christian pilgrimage as personal sanctification, household prayers and strict morality – modelled on NT. They objected to games and sports on Lord’s Day, and their enemies charged them with austerity - hence name ‘Puritan’. Many loved music and poetry, but they objected to ceremonial and gorgeous furnishings in churches on theological grounds – it was departure from simplicity of Early Church, indicating spiritual deterioration. While valuing beauty in other spheres, Puritans in this sense of word stood for simplicity in worship, in accordance with NT teaching.

9.4  Pilgrim Fathers

Two separate groups spearheaded emigration to America for religious reasons - others went for commercial reasons. One group - best known today - were Pilgrim Fathers. They were English Separatists (9.2 above) who founded Plymouth Colony in 1620. Independently of them, other Puritans, who had remained within Church of England, working for reform as described in 9.1 above, also sailed for New England in late 1620’s, and established Boston Colony. These two Colonies were distinct political and religious entities until late 1680’s.
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Spread of Calvinism

















Theological Issues – Calvinism vs Arminianism


ISSUE�
CALVINIST POSITION�
ARMENIAN �
�
ORIGINAL SIN       ‘T’�
Total depravity of humankind since Fall; people can only sin; they are incapable of sinless acts�
Weakness inherited from Adam�
�
HUMAN WILL        ‘U’�
Unconditional election: once a person is saved (by faith), that person is always saved�
Free to do spiritual good and free to fall away�
�
EXTENT OF     ATONEMENT         ‘L’�
Limited atonement: Christ died to save elect, not to save everyone.�
Intended for all�
�
GRACE OF GOD


IS IRRESISTIBLE     ‘I’�
No freedom to resist God’s grace, so it is irresistible.�
‘Common’ grace is given to all; ‘saving grace’ is given to believers; ‘persever-ing’ grace for those who obey.�
�
PERSEVERANCE    ‘P’�
Perseverance of all elect by grace of God.�
Perseverance dependent on obedience.�
�
ATONEMENT�
Christ’s death a substitutionary penal sacrifice.�
Christ’s death accepted by God in place of penalty�
�
PREDESTINATION�
Rooted in God’s decrees.�
Rooted in God’s fore  knowledge.�
�
APPLICATION OF ATONEMENT�
By power of Holy Spirit according to will of God�
By power of Spirit in response to will of sinner�
�
ORDER OF SALVATION�
Election, predestination, union with Christ, calling, regeneration, faith, repentance, justification, sanctification, glorification�
Calling, faith, repentance, regeneration, justification, perseverance, glorification�
�






�


Colonies at Plymouth and Boston in New England





�


Significant events in life of Martin Luther








�	 Germany as such did not exist until 1870s, but Holy Roman Empire, while patchwork of hundreds of 


principalities, dukedoms and even smaller units, was often described as Holy Roman Empire of German Nation.


�	By 1570, two parties had developed in Church of England, (1) those satisfied with Elizabeth’s ‘middle way’ in Church practice and its relationship with State, and (2) those who insisted that further purification of both Church and State was required by Scripture. First group began to use term ‘Puritan’ as derisive epithet for second group.
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