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	Church History – Lecture 5

Twelfth to Fifteenth Centuries (1100–1499)

© Copyright IBS 2014



Topics for this lecture
1.   Medieval church life 




p. 2-4
and Supplement p. 2

2.   Crusades







p. 5-6
and Supplement p. 3-5

2.4 Indulgences 





 
p. 6

3.   Schoolmen and Universities



p. 7-8
and Supplement p. 6-7

4.   Mendicants






p. 9

and Supplement p. 7

5.   Crisis in papacy





p. 10-12
and Supplement p. 8

6.   Moves for reform (Waldo, Wyclif, Hus) 

p. 12-13
and Supplement p. 9-10

6.3 Renaissance






p. 13

and Supplement p. 11

7.   Voyages of discovery




p. 14-15
and Supplement p. 12

In preparation, read Cairns, 206–24 and 239–47.  (If time, read all of pages 206–63)

--------------

Before printing was invented in the middle of C15, hand-written collections of prayers, called

‘Primers’, were popular. This one is from a Primer written at Salisbury in England c1200: 

God, be in my head and in my understanding.

God, be in my eyes and in my seeing.

God, be in my ears and in my hearing.

God, be in my mouth and in my speaking. 

God, be in my hands and in my holding. 

God, be in my soul and in my believing.
Amen.

1. Medieval Church Life

1.1 Introduction

Medieval belief that every aspect of life and death was under co-operation of Church and State is known as ‘medieval synthesis’ - contrast how most today regard sacred and secular spheres of life as separate. Everything - politics, social order, religious practice, economic relationships and more - was based on Christian faith as communicated by Church and protected by secular rulers. Christendom of European Middle Ages (estimated to be seventy million in year 1200) worked on basis that human beings, because they are corrupted by sin, need to be saved, and that salvation comes through merits of Christ communicated by God’s grace, which was received through participation in seven sacraments (described on pages 3 and 4 below). Church was divided into four hundred dioceses, each presided over by bishop or archbishop, who was responsible to Pope (although in practice he often was more concerned to keep in with local king).

1.2  Church building
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1050 saw burst of new life throughout Western Europe, which expressed itself in building of cathedrals. Next 

four centuries saw hundreds of them, which remain Europe’s architectural glory today. Nothing like

it had happened before - nothing like it has happened since. Years 1100-1500 were marvel because peace, wealth and architectural skills coincided. Examples

at Supplement p. 2 and at picture here -----

1.3 Churches as centres of local life

Setting up parishes, each with parish priest, was gradual process - not complete until c1200. Church building, 

which was generally simple in country dist​ricts, was usually still best building in town - often only building worth looking at. Whole town or village was proud of its church and people filled it on Sundays and on many other days also. Church was centre of community, place where people gathered for almost every sort of occasion. Priest, like his church, was used for many purposes. He was better educated than his parishioners, and so took lead in affairs of local community. He was peace-maker in disputes, chaplain of craft guilds and director of drama. Dramatizations of Bible - ‘miracle’ and ‘passion’ plays - were popular, in local language, seldom written down. Held both inside church and outside by making processions around village or town, these plays were based on stories from gospels, parables, last judgement or lives of saints. ‘Morality’ plays turned biblical ethics into stories which everyone could understand, with touches of simple humour.

1.4  Social involvement (Cairns, 236-8)

People looked to Church for practical help long before State did anything for those in need. Priests urged people to remember Seven Works of Mercy, which were giving food to hungry, drink to thirsty, shelter to homeless, clothing to naked, help for sick, visits to prisoners, and burial to dead. People were encouraged to make bequests for good works. Bishops were expected to use part of their income in providing for poor, and ‘poor​houses’ were often established near cathedral church. With growth of cities and trade wealth, many institutions were founded to care for ill, aged and needy. These were often marked as Christian by being dedicated to saint and called by his name, e.g. St Bartholomew’s hospital in London, founded in 1123. Through middle ages, most works of mercy remained in hands of Church. Almsgiving in medieval Church prepared way for modern systems of relief organised by government.

Church bells - there were few clocks - marked beginning, middle and end of working day, so hours were commonly known by corresponding church services, e.g. dawn was known as ‘Lauds’, etc.

1.5 Sacraments

Some aspects of life and worship were regarded as particularly important, bringing specific touch of God’s grace at key stages in normal life. They became known as ‘Sacraments’ and seven became official Catholic theology through decision of Council of Florence in 1439.
 They were:

Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Penance, Marriage, Extreme Unction, Ordination.

Baptism was sacrament for birth. Babies were baptized within few days of birth. not waiting until Easter as previously, and baptism was now by pouring water onto foreheads (affusion). Baptism was so important that still-born children were taken to sanctuaries where, it was said, they came to life in order to receive baptism.

Confirmation was sacrament for coming of age. It was ceremony in which baptised person became full member of Church by laying on of bishop’s hands. Children were confirmed at early age, and confirmation was often just a ‘blessing’ given by bishop when he was among children, without any service in church at all.

Eucharist was sacrament for spiritual nourishment. Details of it at end of this list of Sacraments

Penance was sacrament for dealing with sin - confession to priest, receiving his ‘absolution’ or forgiveness, and submitting to whatever discipline priest imposed, e.g. fasting, abstaining from communion. Details on next page.

Marriage was sacrament for creating family. Ceremony was brief - vows were made, ring put on, and blessing given, just inside church door.

Extreme unction was sacrament for death - ceremony in which priest anointed dying people with oil, signifying Holy Spirit, to prepare them for journey to next life, often called ‘last rites’, concluding with final blessing in name of Trinity and exhortation, ‘Set out, Christian soul, from this world in peace.’

Ordination was sacrament for priesthood. Ordination was by bishop. In Middle Ages, there were no seminaries for training candidates (these started with Council of Trent in mid C16) so candidates for ordination presented themselves three days before ceremony and took three-day oral exam. They were ordained if they had sound grasp of Catholic faith and could express it in simple language, if they were aged 24 or above, and if they were not disqualified by illegitimacy or bodily defect. They were ordained into parish (into which dioceses was divided). Their duties were much as today - saying Mass, especially on Sundays, baptising, hearing confessions, visiting sick, burying dead and exhorting parishioners to care for poor. By C11, celibacy of priesthood had fallen into decay but Second Lateran Council of 1129 declared clerical marriage null, although clerical concubinage remained widespread during Middle Ages. While priest may have been little distinguishable from parishioners at other times, it was at Mass (for reasons explained below) that his separation from people was most evident.

1.6   Further details about the Eucharist/Communion, now known as Mass

At end of lecture 2, we saw typical Sunday service c250, in two parts – first attended by everyone, second only by baptized people. By later Middle Ages, this had changed in five ways.

First, only clergy regularly took Communion – laypeople attended church every Sunday, but received Communion only once a year, at Easter –see next page for why.

Secondly, service was in Latin, which few now understood, so people chattered as priest recited liturgy, but stopped when crucifix, on small board known as pax (peace), was passed round to be kissed. 

Thirdly, laity participated in singing on Sunday, and kissed pax, but on every other day of week, priest recited liturgy to himself in quiet voice with his back to congregation and ate bread and drank wine, while devout laity who attended merely watched. Sunday was known as High Mass or Sung Mass, other days as Low Mass or Said Mass.

Fourthly, when laity did receive Communion, only bread was given, not wine – reasons explained in lecture.

Fifthly, Requiem Masses were introduced when Pope, unashamedly looking for money, decreed that if you paid Church to hold a special Mass, called Requiem Mass, it hastened passage of deceased through purgatory to heaven.  People naturally paid as generously for such Masses as they could afford, and whole new industry grew up – much criticised at Reformation.
1.7  Further details about penance – ‘Penitential Cycle’
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Late medieval religion was all about saving souls, not in once-for-all experience of redemption but by lifelong course through cycle of sin, absolution and penance. Any penalty which remained incomplete at death was atoned for after death, in excruciating, but temporary, sufferings of purgatory - hence title ‘temporal’ for penance completed in purgatory as opposed to title ‘canonical’ for penance supervised by Church during one’s life.

Normal practice was for lay people and even some priests to confess once a year and on point of death. Priest would instruct his people to come to him for confessions, especially during Lent, so as to be ready for Easter Communion. He would sit in front of altar, with line of penitents waiting in turn to kneel before him and speak words which only two of them could hear. If people were slow in finding words, priest might mention seven deadly sins - pride, covetousness, lust, envy, gluttony, anger, sloth, then priest would tell penitents what they must do and assure them of forgiveness in Christ’s name – i.e., to them, priest ‘forgave’ their sins – awesome power of priests.

1.8  Cult of Mary

This follows from lecture 4, p. 7, at 2.8 point 8. If asked why it had been necessary for Christ to die, medieval people would have answered that it was to satisfy just wrath of Father against sin. In popular religion, Father was therefore not loving; Son loved to extent of dying on behalf of sinners, but it was Mother of God who embodied love most attractively. Sculptures and pictures presented her as tenderly mourning mother, someone you could talk to, compassionate woman who would be sure to speak kindly on your behalf to her son Jesus. Three ideas developed over centuries: (a) her virginity had been perpetual, (b) she was born sinless - the Immaculate Conception – free from ‘original’ sin and also from personal sin; this was fiercely debated for centuries, but officially promulgated in l854, and (c) she had been ‘assumed’ into heaven without passing through death, not officially confirmed until 1950. 

2. Crusades (Cairns 212-7)
Crusades were series of military expeditions to Middle East by Western Catholics, inspired and blessed by Catholic Church, with aim of recapturing Holy Land (especially Jerusalem) from Muslims. Map at Cairns, 215 is in Supplement p. 4. There were seven main Crusades – see chart on next page.

Although we divide Crusades into separate expeditions, there was constant trickle of Catholic soldiers to Holy Land to join Crusaders who were already there, to defend and extend territory they had won from Turks. Fighting went on all time. What we call ‘Second Crusade’, ‘Third Crusade’, etc., were times when West made specific and concentrated attempts at destroying Turkish power.
2.1  Background to Crusades – Feudalism – Supplement p. 3.
Medieval Europe was based on a pyramid of relationships – from king at top down to peasant at foot – known as ‘The Feudal System’. Details of this and a diagram to illustrate it at in the Supplement, page 3. Near the top of the pyramid were groups of permanent warriors on horseback, known as ‘knights’. Since there was comparative peace in Europe c1100, they responded to the Pope’s call to ‘crusade’.
2.2  Cause of Crusades – Supplement p. 4, right of map
c1000, horsemen from Central Asia, called Seljuk Turks, moved westward, much as Huns had done 500 years before; by 1055 they occupied all Persia. These Turks were fanatical Muslims. Their leader took title Sultan (‘Ruler’) and extended his rule to include Syria and Palestine, countries that had been under Egypt. Previous Muslim rulers of Holy Land had treated Christian pilgrims well, but Turks, by contrast, treated them badly. Western pilgrims came back from Palestine with terrible stories of Turkish hostility. Catholic Europe was outraged. In addition, there was growing feeling in West that forces of Christianity could expel Muslims. 

Immediate cause - after Turks conquered Syria and Palestine, next country to west was Eastern Roman Empire. In 1071 Seljuk Turks destroyed Emperor’s army and advanced across Asia Minor. Christian capital lay just over narrow strait. Eastern Roman Empire called on fellow-Christians of West for help. Pope Urban II responded enthusiastically for two reasons – (1) it got rid of troublesome nobles and bored warring knights, who were causing him problems at home – send them off to fight in far-away Holy Land, and (2) answering call for assistance from Byzantine Empire and Orthodox Church would, he hoped, ingratiate him to them and strengthen his influence in East. 

Eastern Emperor at Constantinople expected troops to strengthen his own army, but instead he got thousands of people of mixed ability, so he moved them on as quickly as possible toward Palestine.

2.3  Fourth Crusade (1202-4) went disastrously wrong
Details will be given in lecture, and see maps at Supplement p. 4.

	· Crusade was intended to capture Egypt from Muslims, as base to invade Palestine.

· City of Zara in Dalmatia (modem Croatia) had seceded from Venetian empire.

· Venetians’ price for hire of their ships was for Crusaders to recapture Zara. Then:

· Son of deposed Emperor promised Crusaders money to help him regain his throne.

· So Crusaders diverted to Constantinople and placed him on throne, but he didn’t pay them.

· So Crusaders looted Constantinople and declared it under control of Pope in Rome.

· This sealed breach between Greek Orthodox Church and Catholic Church.

· Eastern Empire never recovered – it fell to Turks in 1453 and has been Muslim since.
	

	CRUSADE
	DATES
	CHIEF MOTIVATORS
	NOTABLE PARTICIPANTS
	GOAL
	RESULT

	FIRST CRUSADE
	1096-1099
	Urban II

Peter the Hermit
	Walter Sansavoir,  Peter the Hermit Gottschalk, Raymund of Toulouse,  Godfrey, Tancred, Robert of Normandy
	Liberation of Jerusalem from Turks
	Crusaders captured Nicea, Antioch, Edessa, Jerusalem; established feudal Crusader kingdoms.

	SECOND CRUSADE
	1147- 1148
	Bernard of Clairvaux 

Eugene III
	Konrad III

Louis VII
	Retake Edessa from Turks
	Mistrust between Western Crusaders and Eastern guides led to decimation of Crusader army; attempt to take Damascus failed

	THIRD CRUSADE
	1189- 1192
	Alexander III
	Frederick Barbarossa 

Philip Augustus

Richard I
	Retake Jerusalem from Saladin and the Saracens
	Frederick drowned; Phillp returned home; Richard captured Acre and Joppa, made treaty with Saladin, and was captured and imprisoned in Austria on the way home.

	FOURTH
CRUSADE
	1200- 1204
	Innocent III
	Thibaut of Champagne, Louis of Blois, Baldwin of Flanders, Simon De Montfort, Henry Dandolo
	Undermine Saracen power by invading Egypt
	Christian city of Zara was sacked to repay Venice for transportation; for this the Crusaders were excommunicated; they then sacked Constantinople.

	CHILDRENS CRUSADE
	1212
	Nicholas

Stephen
	
	Supernatural conquest of Holy Land by "the pure in heart."
	Most of the children were drowned at sea , sold into slavery, or slaughtered.

	FIFTH
CRUSADE
	1219-1221
	Honorius III
	William of Holland John of Brienne
	Undermine Saracen power by invading Egypt
	Crusaders succeeded in taking Damietta in Egypt but soon lost it again.

	SIXTH
CRUSADE
	1229
	
	Frederick II
	Regain Jerusalem
	Crusaders made treaty with sultan, giving Frederick. control of Jerusalem. Frederick. was excommunicated for this.

	SEVENTH CRUSADE
	1248
	
	Louis IX
	Relief of Holy Land Crusaders were defeated In Egypt.
	Crusaders were defeated in Egypt


Behaviour of Crusaders at Constantinople in Fourth Crusade inflicted lasting damage on relationship between Eastern Orthodox and Western Catholics. Crusades also left Muslims with lasting legacy of bitterness and hatred of Christians – Crusaders’ treatment Muslims was ruthless - they were seen as enemies of Christ, to be killed without compassion. To this day, Arabic Muslims think of Christianity in terms of Crusades.

To sum up, first Crusade ended in victory and all others were attempts to stop this victory being snatched away. But it was, and today most people see Crusades as tragic blunders.[image: image3.jpg]


 See papal apology below.
2.4  Crusades encouraged

use of Indulgences
Details will be given in lecture.

Confession – absolution

Canonical penance of long standing

But Popes now pardoned ‘temporal penalties’ also by Indulgences for merit.

Then Indulgence for money,

no contrition required.
3 Schoolmen and Universities (Cairns, 226-35)

3.1  Schools

Education between Charlemagne (800) until just before 1200 was carried on by (1) monastic schools and (2) cathedral schools.

Schools in monasteries were primarily for boys who were to become monks, but some accepted other children as boarders, to be instructed and then to enter secular world. Teacher called scholasticus was appointed to teach novices, and if monastery had famous scholasticus, many came to study under him.

Cathedral schools grew out of instruction given in bishop’s household, at first only for boys training to become clergy. When, as described on p. 2, cathedral building began c1050, bishops moved teaching to cathedrals and opened schools to all students. These soon eclipsed monastic schools, and by 1200, best of them were evolving into universities.

3.2  Universities (Cairns, 234-235)
Students speaking Latin could travel all over Europe, and there were two teaching methods:

Lectures were much as we know them, but had to take full notes as few people possessed books.

Disputations - how to ‘solve problems’. Details will be given in lecture.
3.3  Schoolmen / Scholasticism (Cairns, 226-8) – Supplement p. 6.

Centuries between 1050 and 1350 produced surge of intellectual life, which led to great theological teachers, greatest of whom, Thomas Aquinas, gave (Roman) Catholics ‘its classic expression of the Christian Faith’ - even until today. Aquinas’s theology is known as ‘Thomism’, from his first name, Thomas – more on him on next page. He and other theological teachers are known as ‘Schoolmen’, because they belonged to ‘schools’ or colleges which flourished, initially in monasteries and cathedrals and then, from C12, increasingly in universities. What they taught is now known as ‘Scholasticism’, which simply means ‘school theology’ - theology taught in schools (universities) - and it dominated Western universities from 1250 to 1500.

(1) Faith and reason. Scholastic theologians were concerned about relationship between faith and reason. They wanted to see how far ‘pure reason’ could discover or prove doctrines of Christian faith. What could human mind find out about God by investigating created world, without referring to God’s special revelation in Bible? For example, what could unaided reason discover about existence of God the Creator, Trinity, or providence? If we cannot discover Trinity by pure reason, can we still demonstrate that Trinity does not contradict reason? Can something be false from viewpoint of reason, but true according to divine revelation? Different schoolmen gave different answers, but they were united in asking same questions.

(2) Systematic theology. Scholastic theologians wanted to offer complete, systematic account of Christian truth. This meant examining any particular doctrine logically from every point of view. But it meant more. Typical schoolman would try to bring all Christian doctrines together into system of theology which set forth and explained entire body of revealed truth. In their pursuit of universal system of doctrine, schoolmen often spent much time and effort inquiring into questions which most Christians in later ages would find pointless. For example, can one angel be in two places at same time? Can two angels be in same place at same time? Who sinned most, Adam or Eve?

3.4  Anselm (c 1033-1109) – Supplement p. 6.
One of greatest medieval scholars was Anselm, who became Archbishop of Canterbury. (Cairns, 229-230) His most famous work, Cur Deus Homo (‘Why God Man’, i.e. ‘Why did God become Man’) was first systematic theology of atonement and of permanent value to Church. Picture of him at Supplement p. 7.

Jesus spoke of himself as giving his life ‘a ransom for many’ (Mark 10.45 and 1 Tim. 2.6). ‘Ransom’ is price paid for release of slave, familiar thought in society which depended on slave labour. From earliest times, Christians asked themselves to whom ‘price’ was paid? Answer seemed to be, ‘to devil’. Anselm said ‘No, satan has no ‘rights’ over human race; he is robber who has taken us captive unjustly. Christ’s death was paid as ransom, not to satan, but to God’. Word Anselm used was ‘satisfaction’, which means ‘payment of what is due’. Feudalism (see 2.1 on p. 5) was based on land received from one’s superior; services were due for land received. Man owes God service. Sin means that instead of serving him, man has rebelled. Difference between service and rebellion is difference between heaven and hell. Anselm used following words to describe how difference is made up: ‘Such satisfaction none can make but God, and yet debt is owed by none but Man, so God-Man had come to pay it.’ Anselm was thus Augustinian in his views of salvation.
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Anselm’s doctrine of atonement contained many fruitful ideas, which later theologians built into classic Western understanding of Christ’s death. Most, however, would reject Anselm’s view that while Christ offered his perfect life as satisfaction to God, he did not suffer punishment of sin. Classic substitutionary concept of atonement sees Christ’s ‘payment’ of his life to Father as being one and the same thing with his suffering sin’s punishment on humanity’s behalf. However, what Anselm’s argument in Cur deus homo shows, clearly and attractively, is mind of scholastic theologian at work. He is not content simply to believe that Christ died for sinners. He wants to know why Christ had to die for sinners? Why did salvation happen this way, rather than some other way? This search for rational understanding of Christian truth was driving force behind scholastic theology.

3.5  Peter Abelard (1079-1142)
Details will be given in lecture

· Born near Nantes in Britanny in north France.

· Cathedral school of Notre Dame in Paris.

· William of Champeaux (1070-1121) - rival lectures.

· Sic et Non (Yes and No) 1122 -  reason and faith belong together.

· Statements from Bible, Church fathers, other Church teaching.

· More than one answer: yes and no.
3.6 Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) (Cairns, 231)  - Supplement p. 6. 

Aquinas is greatest of medieval Scholastics. Along with Augustine of Hippo and John Calvin, he was one of three master theologians of Western Church. His most famous work is Summa Theologica, meaning ‘summary of all theology’ or ‘theological system’, i.e. systematic theology. Picture at Supplement p. 7.

Aquinas was first Catholic theologian to offer full doctrine of transubstantiation. See 5.3 on p. 10 for origin of word. Crude illustration of transubstantiation is football filled with air. We cannot see or touch air inside football, yet it is air which gives football its shape and bounce. If someone let air out of football and filled it instead with some other gas, football’s outward form, shape and texture would not change, and outwardly it is would be same as before. But its ‘inner reality’ would have changed; it is now not air which is giving ball its shape and bounce. Aquinas held that outward physical qualities of bread and wine do not change; but ‘inside’, beyond sight and touch, inner reality has become body and blood of Christ.

4 MENDICANTS – Supplement p. 7

C12 saw rise of new type of monk, called ‘mendicants’, because they begged for living (mendicare = to beg) or ‘friars’ (fratres = brothers). Unlike traditional monks, who lived in monasteries, often in rural areas, mendicants lived in houses in towns and went about as preachers and teachers among people. This started because they were challenged by contrast between Church’s wealth and poverty of primitive Church, and Church’s weakness in meeting pastoral needs of people. They took NT seriously and were determined to live in ‘apostolic poverty’, applying simple teachings of Jesus to their lives. Mendicant orders renounced all common as well as individual possessions. Friars preached in parishes and town squares, taught in schools, and eventually dominated universities. They exercised immense influence on popular religion, social conditions and learning. Although Francis (below) intended members of his Order to support themselves by work rather than begging, growth in numbers led to increasing reliance upon latter, from which arose name ‘Mendicants’. 

Most famous Mendicants / Friars are Franciscans ​ (St Francis 1181-1226) and Dominicans (St Dominic 1170-1221) - Cairns pp 219-21.

Pictures of them at Supplement p. 7.
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Teaching by friars 

When universities were established, both Orders worked among youth and did much to keep Western Europe loyal to Catholic faith. Both had Second Order, for women, and Third Order, for men and women in ordinary life who accepted their ideals and lived in simplicity. 

Missions of friars 

Both Orders did mission- ary work. Dominicans were soon at work in what is now south Russia, and both evangelised in Middle and Far East.

Social work of friars 

Friars tended lepers and sick, which stimulated study of medicine within their Orders. In medieval plagues, they gained especial honour for their work among sick and dying.
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Crisis in Papacy 

5.1  Introduction

Relationship between Pope and State dominated papacy from

1100 to 1500. This part of lecture examines rise of papal

power to its greatest height ever and also plunge of papacy

to its worst state ever when,  in 1409, three men, all ‘properly

appointed’ by cardinals, claimed to be ‘the’ Pope - chart on next page.

5.2 Thomas Becket

By way of background, remember lecture 4, picture on Supplement p. 7, when in 1076 King Henry IV, most powerful king in Christendom, defied Pope Gregory VII, most powerful Pope, and was excommunicated. Eventually Henry had to ask for pardon, and Pope made him wait barefoot in snow for three days.

Confrontation between another King Henry and Thomas Becket is another round in same struggle for supremacy, with similar outcome. Henry II of England was determined to make clergy subject to civil courts. Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Becket (1118-70), opposed him. In outburst of rage, Henry said that he wished someone would get rid of troublemaker Becket. Four knights took him at his word, went to Canterbury cathedral, and murdered Becket at altar, smashing his skull open so that his brain spilled out. Shock-waves of horror went through Catholic Europe. People hailed Becket as martyr and saint. Pope Alexander III (1159-81) forced Henry to do public penance and give up his campaign against Church courts; Becket’s tomb in Canter​bury became one of most popular sites of pilgrimage from all over Western world. Medieval State had lost another battle with medieval Church.

5.3  Innocent III (Pope 1198-1216) (Cairns, 206-10)
Pontificate of Innocent III was most splendid of medieval papacy, which reached its high noon. He not only ruled Church, but he was greater force in secular politics of Europe than any emperor or national king. He claimed spiritual power over temporal power in famous language. ‘Kings rule over their respective kingdoms, but Peter rules over the whole earth.’ ‘The Lord Jesus Christ has set up one ruler over all things as His universal vicar, and as all things in heaven, earth and hell bow the knee to Christ, so should all obey Christ’s vicar, that there be one flock and one shepherd.’ ‘No king can reign rightly unless he serve Christ’s vicar,’ etc. See in Cairns, 207-8, how he subdued Kings of France and Germany as well as England. 

His greatest reform was through Fourth Lateran Council of 1215. (Cairns, 209). It was best attended Council ever held in West to that date, with 412 bishops, 800 abbots and priors and many delegates of secular rulers. Council’s reform measures were wide-ranging, dealing with moral lives of clergy, importance of preaching and discipline. e.g. all Catholics must confess their sins privately to their priest at least once every year, and receive Mass at least once every year at Easter. Fourth Lateran Council officially sanctioned word ‘transubstantiation’ (‘change of substance’), although it needed mighty intellect of Thomas Aquinas (1225-74) (paragraph 3.6 on page 8) to work out doctrinal implications of this belief. He was first Catholic to offer full account of doctrine of transubstantiation.

5.4  Reversal of papal fortunes

Innocent Ill’s death in 1216 was followed by period of eclipse and finally disaster. Germany weakened further but France grew in strength until King Philip (1285-1314) kidnapped and imprisoned Pope in 1303. (Cairns, 210, 239). French nationalism as political and anti-papal force had arrived on European scene.

5.5 Avignon captivity of papacy (1309-77) (Cairns, 241) – Supplement p. 8.
Worse followed. French cardinals elected French Pope, Clement V (1305-14), tool of French king. He never set foot in Rome, and established papal court in Avignon on river Rhone, small independent state which was dominated by, and soon absorbed by, France. He announced twelve new Cardinals, all French except one, and moved papacy from Rome to Avignon. Seven Frenchmen in succession were chosen as Pope, and they made sure that most cardinals were French also.
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Papacy remained there for nearly 70 years (1309-77), captive of French monarchy. Those hostile to France referred to this period as ‘Babylonian captivity of Church’ (after seventy years children of Israel spent in Babylon in OT times, Jeremiah. 25.11); modern historians call it ‘Avignonese captivity’. 

5.6 Return to Rome

Return to Rome was contemplated by Pope Urban V (1362-70), seventh Avignon Pope. He went to Rome. Streets were quiet. Great houses were shuttered and empty. Many buildings, including historic churches, were in need of repair. He felt that it would be hard to leave luxurious courts of Avignon for this. Gregory XI (1370-78) did make break. He moved back to Rome in 1377, but died during following year. Cardinals were divided. They were nearly all Frenchmen, and would gladly have gone back to Avignon, but election of new Pope must now be held in Rome and Roman population was determined to keep papacy in Rome and demanded Italian Pope. Mob shouted, ‘A Roman! A Roman!’ and, pressurised by mob, cardinals elected Urban VI (1378​-89), Italian who wanted to liberate papacy from French control. He was strict, with high ideals, but lacked tact and patience and soon had made many enemies. His cardinals discussed how to correct their mistake in choosing him and 12 of 16 cardinals declared election was null because it had been carried out under threat of popular violence. French majority then elected one of their own number as Pope Clement VII (1378-94). Clement was soldier, related to king of France, so he and his cardinals returned to Avignon and set up court there. Urban VI stayed in Rome, saying that whole action was illegal and refusing to recognise that Clement VII existed. Urban appointed new cardinals in place of those who had deserted him. So began Great Schism.

5.7  Great schism (1378-1417)

There were now two rival popes, both elected by cardinals of Church. They excommunicated each other. Since there was no higher authority in Church above Pope who had been elected by cardinals, there was no power that could choose between them. This rending asunder of Catholic Church is known as ‘Great Schism’ (not to be confused with East-West schism of 1054). Catholic Europe was split down middle. Pope in Rome was recognised, obviously, by most of Italy, by England since she was at war with France, by most of Germany, who distrusted French and also by Scandinavia and Portugal. Pope in Avignon was recognized by France, inevitably, by Spain, southern Italy, some parts of Germany and by Scotland, because England had gone other way. (Map showing this in Supplement p. 8). Ideal that Church would be above national interests was made mockery and Great Schism stirred up feelings of autonomy in churches of Catholic nations, thus threatening universal authority of papacy. (Cairns, 240, but note printing errors in Cairn’s map  – ‘Allegiance to Rome’ should be black and ‘Muslim territory’ should be dappled.

5.8 Answer to divided Papacy found in ‘conciliar movement’ (rule by Council)

Great Schism dragged on for nearly 40 years, until many sincere Churchmen felt that only answer was to hold Ecumenical Council of whole Catholic Church and make papacy subject to Council. They were called ‘conciliarists’ (from Latin concilium, ‘council’), and their efforts at reform are known as ‘conciliar movement’. Cairns gives details at 247-50. Council of Pisa deposed both rival popes, Gregory XII (Rome) and Benedict XIII (Avignon), and asserted that ecumenical Councils were superior to papacy. Council then elected new Pope, Alexander V (1409-10). Unbelievably, no one had considered how to make deposed popes resign, and both of them refused. So, with new pope added, there were now three. Scandal of Schism was increased. Cairns outlines how Councils temporarily solved problem, but ultimately Pope regained control.

5.9 Papacy c1500

[image: image8.jpg]NORTH
AMERICA

o
EUROPE ASIA g)

¢ "PACIFIC
ol < nu.mmss OCEAN

“'-«...u-"‘"‘"‘“-.,_‘

.,

e,

/ INDIAN __,;....-"'
. )y OCEAN .
\\CAPE OF 3 g

AFRICA

- Francisco Pizarro
4522, 1532

0 ol
o
oo’

PORTUGUESE\C;,%C,’,? : ¥

....... e,
INTEREST s"'v T . Diaz, 1486
" — . Columbus, 1492,1496, 1498, 1500, 1502, 1504
e Vasco da Gama, 1497
1493 — Catholic kings obtain papal B SR Pedro Alvaris Cabral, 1500
bulls from Alexander VI determining Amerigo Vespucci, 1501 -

line of demarcation; 1494 moved
westwards.

ToRDESILEAS LNE~

Ferdinand Magellan, 1519-22
Line of demarcation. 1494




Because of split in Western Christianity after 1517 (next month), it is difficult to assess objectively what was happening in papacy c1500 - historians and ordinary believers in both Protestant and Roman Catholic camps tend to read their present-day views back into past. Beware Protestant version of Middle Ages that everything was rotten for thousand years, from 500 to 1500, and was put right at Reformation. While much was wrong with Church, this was fully realised by many Christians at time. Reformation was process, rather than sudden cataclysmic event beginning in 1517 with Martin Luther. Impetus for reform had sometimes come from top, as in Hildebrandine reforms of C11, and at other times from below, such as founding of ‘Mendicants’. 

Next section of lecture looks at some movements for reform prior to 1517.

6. Moves for reform

6.1  Early moves

Supplement p. 9 and 10.

‘God will purify his Holy Church

by awakening the spirit of the elect. This will lead to such an improvement in the Church of God and such a renewal in the lives of

her holy pastors that at the mere thought of it my spirit exalts in the Lord.’ These are not words of Luther or Calvin, nor even of Waldo, Wyclif or Hus, but of Catherine of Siena, (c 1347-80), who hoped for reform,
which did not take place


Three pre-Reformation groups trying to reform Church

for another 150 years. Even earlier, Bernard of Clairvaux (1150) had attempted to reform Church in Western Europe. Reformers can be divided into two categories – those who stayed inside Church and those who were expelled from it because of their views. Most reformers never intended to break away from Church to establish one of their own - their plan was to reform institution which they felt had gone rotten, particularly at top in Rome, where papacy had become increasingly worldly and involved in international politics. It was Church that deemed reformers’ views too radical to remain in Church and so expelled and persecuted them.

Catherine of Siena (Cairns, 243), movements like devotio moderna, literally ‘modern devotion’, and Brethren of the Com​mon Life, (p. 243-4), which deeply influenced Thomas a Kempis and Erasmus of Rotterdam, were all allowed to stay in Church, but (for names in bold here, see map on previous page) Peter Waldo, John Wycliffe (Cairns, 244-6) and his followers known as Lollards, and John Hus (Cairns, 246-7) were expelled from Catholic Church for beliefs and severely persecuted when they persisted in preaching. 

6.2 Thomas a Kempis (Cairns, 244)
Most famous pupil of devotio moderna was Thomas a Kempis (c1380-1471) whose book The Imitation of Christ is most famous of medieval devotional books. It has gone through more than 600 printed editions and, Bible apart, has been read more than any other devotional book. It is still in print more than five hundred years later and it still influences thousands of people, as it did then. It is entirely Christ-centred, and challenges us to be obedient disciples whatever the cost.

6.3  Renaissance (Cairns, 252-9) – Supplement p. 11.

Renaissance (French for ‘rebirth’) is term which C19 historians applied to cultural revival which came over Europe in C15. (Incidentally, title ‘Europe’ is C15 concept.) People who promoted Renaissance believed that medieval civilisation was corrupt and pale when compared to civilisations of ancient world and that reintroduction of values of ancients would produce vital new society. Accordingly, art and architecture of ancient Rome was studied and copied, literature of classical poets and writers was revived and vast libraries were begun. This undermined foundations of medieval society and prepared way for new age. It originated in Italy and spread over most of Western Europe. It stimulated burst of new painting, sculpture, architecture, and writing. Invention of printing press made it possible for many more people to enjoy learning. Seamen competed in voyages of exploration. At no other time in Middle Ages was there such new life.

6.4  Humanism (Cairns, 256-9)

Mood of Renaissance can be summed up in one word – ‘humanism’. Today it means someone who is anti-religious, but humanists of Renaissance were Christians who studied Greek and Latin literature in original languages – called ‘the humanities’ (word still used in universities for study of Greek and Latin). They admired non-Christian authors, such as Cicero and Plato, but when they read NT in Greek, they realized how religion of their day was overlaid by thousand years of Church tradition. They therefore sought renewal of religion – ‘Christianity born again’ as they put it.  (Word ‘humanist’ wasn't used at time, but it’s useful short-hand for C15 and C16 scholars who studied original documents and so stood in contrast to the Schoolmen – p. 7 above.) Only later, in heyday of classical revival, did some Renaissance thinkers reject Christianity in favour of pagan virtues and practise pagan vices.

Key humanist for Church History is Dutchman called Desiderius Erasmus, 1469-1536. He published first ever printed Greek text of NT in 1516. More than that, he accompanied it with his own Latin translation of the NT, because most educated people spoke Latin, but few read Greek. People could now seek authentic Christianity by re-examining earliest documents of faith, either in original Greek or faithfully translated into Latin. As we’ll see next month, Church’s official translation of Bible, called Vulgate, had Jesus open his ministry in Galilee by saying: ‘do an act of penance’ (Matthew 4.17) (an outward act, the sacrament of penance) where the Greek states ‘repent’ (inward). Again, Luke 1.28 in Vulgate described Mary as ‘full of grace, suggesting she was independent source of divine grace, so people prayed to her, asking for her grace, where it should be rendered ‘favoured’. 

 ‘Humanism freed the Church from the shackles of Scholasticism and let the Old Testament and the New Testament speak for themselves.’
7 Voyages of discovery – Supplement p. 12.
7.1  ‘Tordesillas line’
During C15, Mongols lost control of China and southern Asia, and this closed trade routes from Europe to East. Also, resurgence of Muslim power following collapse of Crusader kingdoms blocked overland trade with India. Enterprising Portuguese and Spanish sailors tried to reach India and China by sea.

Since both Portugal and Spain were Catholic nations, now in competition for non-Christian territories, Pope Alexander VI (himself Spanish) issued bull in 1493 that marked out their respective ‘spheres of influence’. He divided entire non-Christian world between Spain and Portugal along line in Atlantic, running from pole to pole west of Azores; all non-Christian lands to east of this were allocated exclusively to ‘patronage’ (see below) of Portugal, and all lands west of it exclusively to ‘patronage’ of Spain. 

By Treaty of Tordesillas, 1494, Portugal and Spain moved Pope’s line further west, so that most of what is now Brazil was within Portuguese area. Line was later extended over North Pole and through Pacific Ocean so that Spanish West included Philippine Islands, and Portuguese East included Indonesian Molucca Islands.
7.2  Voyages of Discovery - Eastward
In 1462, Portuguese reached (what

we call) Sierra Leone; in 1482 they

founded first European settlement

on Gold Coast, planting Portuguese

flag and celebrating first Mass in

West Africa. By 1484 they had

reached Congo (see below), and in

1487 Bartholomew Diaz rounded 

Cape of Good Hope. In 1497, Vasco 

da Gama (see map) reached India. 

He returned in 1500 with spices as 

proof it was possible to establish 

commercial links with India 

by circumventing Moslems – 

greatest feat in history of seamanship so far. 
Portuguese exploration – see also map at Supplement p. 12
7.3  Priests on voyages of discovery evangelise central Africa

Details to be given in lecture

· Congo River, 1483, to Timbuktu, 1487, centre of Mandingo Empire
· Manicongo was baptized in 1490 and took Christian name of Joao, after King of Portugal

· Prester John - (priest or presbyter John) – search for rumoured Christian kingdom in middle of Africa
For exploration further East, see key ports where trading was established on map at Supplement (top of p. 12) and church at Macau (bottom of p. 12), built in late 1500s, originally in wood with stone building added later.

7.4  Voyages of Discovery – Westward - Columbus

Portuguese success made Spain jealous and in 1492 King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain sponsored Christopher Columbus, Genoese sailor, to search for route to Orient by sailing west on basis of his calculation that Asia could not be too far to west of Europe. He carried letters to Great Khan. Columbus’ voyage was short and simple compared with Portuguese voyages eastward, but it is more famous because of its unexpected results. Columbus reported to King Ferdinand:

Thirty-three days after leaving Cadiz, I reached Indian Sea, where I discovered many islands. To first I gave name San Salvador (Spanish, ‘Holy Saviour’), relying upon whose protection I had come hither.

Columbus thought to end of his life that he had found India - in fact it was Bahamas; we have perpetuated his mistake by talking of ‘West Indies’ and ‘American Indians’.

7.5  Padroado (patronage system)

Papal bull of 1493 appointed Portuguese and Spanish to be ‘patrons’ of Church in their respective areas ​known as padroado, using Portuguese form of word ‘patronage’, in order: 

to bring to the Christian faith the peoples who inhabit these islands and mainland ... and to send to the said islands and to the mainland wise, upright, and virtuous men who will be capable of instructing the indigenous peoples in good morals and the Catholic faith.

This meant they had to meet expense of sending missionaries and building, maintaining and defending churches in their areas. It also gave them full control of churches they established, even right to decide whether or not Pope’s decrees should be put into effect in their areas. By this time Popes were no longer able to tell rulers what to do in their own countries and Popes found that countries like Portugal and Spain got along better if Catholic rulers had some control over churches in their lands.

Isabella and Ferdinand of Spain instructed explorers: ‘Diligently seek to encourage and attract the natives of the Indies to all peace and quiet, that they may willingly serve us and be under our dominion and government, and above all that they may be converted to our holy catholic faith’. 

In practice, neither did this, but for different reasons. Spanish conquistadores (conquerors), greedy for gold, conquered and exploited natives all through Florida, Mexico, Central and South America, not evangelising them; when native population declined because of mistreatment by Spanish, they imported slaves from Africa. Portuguese overseas policy was different – they established trading posts along their sea routes, with no thought of controlling surrounding territory. Although they tried to evangelise, they were unable to finance or supply priests for all churches in their colonies. Accordingly, Pope took over in 1622 and formed:

7.6  Roman Catholic ‘Propaganda’

Because Spain and Portugal did not appoint clergy in their colonies and Christianise natives, Pope Gregory XV took over all Catholic overseas mission in 1622 under central authority called ‘The Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith’, usually referred to as ‘Propaganda’. Renamed in 1982 as ‘The Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples’ its mission continues to this day.
�


Cologne Cathedral, Germany. Begun in 1248, it is 512 ft high and 472 ft long. (Cairns, 237)











�Becket was murdered in Canterbury cathedral
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GROUP�
CHARACTERISTIC TEACHINGS�
NOTABLE FACTS�
�
WALDENSIANS�
- simple communal lifestyle �- preached Scripture in vernacular�- emphasized Sermon on the Mount�- encouraged lay preaching permitted women preachers �- denied purgatory�
Were founded by Peter Waldo (d. c.1215). Began in southern France. Were also called Poor Men of Lyons. Were anathematized for preaching without church’s consent. Were persecuted in northern Italy, Austria. Accepted Reformation in 1532.�
�
LOLLARDS�
- encouraged lay preachers �- denied transubstantiation �- encouraged use of Bible in English�- pacifistic �- condemned pilgrimages, auricular confession, veneration of images �- denied purgatory, priestly celibacy�
Were followers of John Wycliffe. Some were martyred, but many recanted when put on trial.�
�
HUSSITES�
- emphasized authority of Scripture over church�- demanded partalking of cup by laity �- denied transubstantiation, venera- tion of saints, indulgences, auricular confession �- read Scripture in vernacular�
Were followers of John Huss. Later became known as Unitas Fratrum or Bohemian Brethren. Five crusades were directed against them. Council of Basel made compromise settlement with Hussites. Were influenced by Waldensians. Are perpetuated today in form of Moravian church.�
�






THE LATE MEDIEVAL PAPACY


Boniface VIII (1294-1303)�Benedict XI (1303-4)�Beginning of the Avigon Papacy �Clement V (1305-14) �John XXII (1316-34)�Benedict XII (1334-42)�Clement VI (1342-52)�Innocent VI (1352-62)�Urban V (1362-70)�Gregory XI (1370-78)


THE GREAT SCHISM�
�
Roman Popes


Urban VI (1378-89)�Boniface IX (1389-1404)�Innocent VII (1404-6)�Gregory XII (1406-15)�
Pisan Popes


��Alexander V (1409-10)�John XXIII (1410-15)�
Avignon Popes


Clement VII (1378-94)���Benedict XIII (1394-1423)�
�
COUNCIL OF CONSTANCE-REUNITES THE CHURCH, 1415-17 


The Renaissance Papacy�Martin V (1417-31)�Eugene IV (1431-47) �Nicholas V (1447-55)� Calixtus III (1455-58) �Pius II (1458-64)�Paul II (1464-71) �Sixtus IV (1471-84) �Innocent VIII (1484-92) �Alexander IV (1492-1503) �Julius 11(1503-13) �Leo X (1513-21)�
�






TRADITIONAL  MONASTIC ORDERS  IN WEST (NOT EAST)


ORDER�
FOUNDATION�
IMPORTANT  FEATURES�
LEADING FIGURES�
�
BENEDIICTINES (or Black Monks)�
Benedict of Nursia (c480-550) Monte Cassino, Italy 529�
First of monastic orders


Drew up own rules: �-combined practical living in community with spirituality;�-self-sufficient family unit under care of Abbot


Main activity: Opus Dei -praise and prayer to God


Prosperity led to decline in religious fervour�
Pope Gregory the Great


Augustine of Canterbury 


Venerable Bede 


Boniface�
�
CLUNIACS�
Williams the Pious, Dulce of Aquitaine Cluny , France, 910�
Under direct control of Pope 


A return to Rule of Benedict Origin of 10th century revival of Church 


Emphasis on liturgy and elaborate ceremonies 


Influence declined 12th century�
Hugh of Cluny


Pope Gregory VII 


Pope Urban II�
�
CISTERCIANS (or White Monks)�
Stephen Harding(d 1134) and Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)  Citeaux, France, 1098�
Austere form of Benedictine Rule 


Monks were ‘soldiers of Christ’, disciplined and drilled


Monasteries built in remote places - each one autonomous�
Ailred of Rievaulx 


Pope Eugenius III


 Pope Benedict XII�
�
AUGUSTINIANS (or Black Monks)�
Arose out of communities of clerics, in North Italy and South France in the 11th century�
Lived a common life of poverty, celibacy and obedience 


Adopted Rule of Augustine of Canterbury


Spread Western Europe 12th century over 140  houses in England


Known in England as Austin Canons�
Dominic de Guzman


Thomasà Kempis 


Martin Luther�
�
NEW ORDERS - IN COMMUNITY, NOT  IN MONASTERY


ORDER�
FOUNDATION�
IMPORTANT  FEATURES�
LEADING FIGURES�
�
DOMINICANS (or Black Friars)�
Dominic de Guzman (1170-1221) Spain, I216�
An order of friars-travelling preachers who also cared for the sick


Practised poverty and lived by begging 


Attracted intellectuals - taught in schools, universities


Preached against heresies 


Conducted lnquisition, 1232�
Thomas Aquinas 


Albertus Magnus 


Johannes Eckhart 


Savonarola�
�
FRANCISCANS (or Friars Minor)�
Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) Italy,1209�
Laid dovwn own Rule -life of simplicity and poverty following the Lord’s example


Churches simple and designed for preaching


Friars went out among people, tending the sick and preaching


Received stigmata in a vision 1224.�
Bonaventura


William of Ockham


 Roger Bacon�
�
JESUITS (or Company of Jesus)�
Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556) Spain, 1534�
Two aims- to encourage reform within the Church of Rome; - to undertake mission work 


Members regarded as ‘soldiers’ devoted to the Pope’s service 


Established successful missions from South America to the Far East 


Implicated in plot to assassinate Queen Elizabeth I, and accused of interference in secular affairs of state 


Suppressed by Pope, 1773, restored 1814�
Francis Xavier 


Robert de Nobili�
�












Pre-Reformation reform in England, France, Romania and Italy





Sea-trading routes, 1486-1522 and ‘Tordesillas line’, which allocated new lands to Spain or to Portugal














� Seven sacraments were reduced in number by Protestants at Reformation to two – baptism and communion – but seven are still recognised by Catholics today. Catholic Church taught that Sacraments have ‘built-in’ efficacy, irrespective of faith or moral character of celebrant or recipient, for example, confirmation bestowed Holy Spirit regardless of attitude of priest and/or person being confirmed. Protestants rejected this view in C16, saying that disposition of participant determines amount of grace received. (In Latin, ex opere operato or ex opere operantis.)


�	Scholasticism became despised term at Reformation - word for fool (dunce) derives from one of leaders of Schools, Duns Scotus. Supporter of Reformation, Erasmus (lecture 5, p. 13), attacked irrelevance of much of theological discussions which took place in universities of his time, because it had become long and argumentative, dependent on philosophical thought. It is ironic that movement which was so dismissive of Scholasticism should itself become scholastic in way it defined its theology.
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