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SECOND YEAR - CHURCH HISTORY

first assignment, following first lecture

Subject - FIRST AND SECOND CENTURIES
Answer ANY FOUR of the following six questions - 25 marks for each. It is suggested that EACH answer should be about half of a page (single spacing) or one page (double spacing).

1.  Select any one (only one) event from the book of Acts, and say why you have found it of interest and relevance to your own Church situation today.

2.  Select, and comment on, any one (only one) circumstance which, in your view,  promoted the growth of Christianity in the first two centuries.

3.  Why is the Didache of such interest to church historians?

4. Why are the letters of Ignatius of Antioch so important for our knowledge and understanding of the Early Church?

5. How did Christianity come to be distinguished from Judaism in its first two centuries?

6. Write short notes on any TWO of the following, in relation to the history of the Church in the first two centuries:

	the Fall of Jerusalem in 70
	‘Thomas Christians’
	Clement of Rome
	

	the Septuagint

the ‘Dispersion’
	the ‘Shepherd’ compiled by Hermas

‘One Church but many churches’
	katholikos

Polycarp
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SECOND YEAR - CHURCH HISTORY

second assignment, following second lecture

Subject - THIRD CENTURY (from 150 to 299)

Answer ANY FOUR of the following six questions - 25 marks for each. It is suggested that EACH answer should be about half of a page (single spacing) or one page (double spacing).

1. How did the Early Apologists set about explaining Christianity to its critics?

2. Select, and comment on, ANY ONE aspect of Gnosticism which the early Christians regarded as incompatible with Christianity.

3. Why did Marcion present such a threat to the Catholic Church?

4. Why did second-century Christianity lay so much stress on apostolic succession?

5  What was distinctive about early Alexandrian Christianity?

6. Write short notes on any TWO of the following, in relation to the history of the Church in the third century.

	Docetism
	Irenaeus
	Tertullian
	Hippolytus
	

	Montanism

Cyprian
	Clement of Alexandria

the Nag Hammadi library


	the Rule of Faith

Bishop Stephen of Rome
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SECOND YEAR - CHURCH HISTORY

third assignment, following third lecture

Subject - FOURTH AND FIFTH CENTURIES
Answer ANY FOUR of the following six questions - 25 marks for each. It is suggested that EACH answer should be about half of a page (single spacing) or one page (double spacing).

1. Was Constantine really a Christian?

2. Ambrose made many contributions to the Church - identify any ONE of them and explain its significance.

3. EITHER

Who were the "Three Cappadocian Fathers" and why were they called "Great"? (you will need to read outside Cairns for this.)

OR

The British historian Edward Gibbon commented in his 'Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire' that "never had so much energy been spent over a single vowel' (homoousios or homoiousiois)? What was at stake?

4. Identify the influences which made Augustine a Catholic Christian by Easter 387.

5. Trace the development of the Canon of New Testament Scripture down to Athanasius' Easter Letter of 367.

6. Write short notes on any TWO of the following, in relation to the history of the Church in the fourth and fifth centuries.

	Donatists


	Arius
	Eusebius

	Athanasius


	John Crysostom
	Pelagius

	Jerome


	the Nicene Creed                  the Council of Chalcedon
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Second Year Church History 

fourth assignment, following fourth lecture

Subject - SIXTH TO ELEVENTH CENTURIES 
(together with papacy and 

monasticism from earlier centuries)
Answer ANY FOUR of the following six questions - 25 marks for each. It is suggested that EACH answer should be about half of a page (single spacing) or one page (double spacing).

1. EITHER

How historically accurate do you consider the traditions surrounding the church in Britain up to the Council of Whitby in 663?

OR

What was settled at the Council of Whitby in 663?

2.  Only two Bishops of Rome ('Popes'), Leo 1(440-46) and Gregory 1 (590 - 604), have been called 'the Great'. What did EITHER of them (not both) do to deserve this accolade?

3.  Trace briefly the life of St. Benedict of Nursia (480 - c540), and comment on the


importance of his Rule (instructions for his monks).

4.  What were the consequences for the Christian Church of the Islamic conquests


between 635 and 732?

5.  Which (if any) of the causes of the 1054 split between the Church in the West, based on Rome, and the Church in the East, based on Constantinople, are still obstacles to​day to the re-union of the Catholic and the Orthodox Churches?

6.  Write short notes on any TWO of the following, in relation to the history of the  Church studied in Lecture Four.

	St. Alban


	St. Ninian
	Simeon the Stylite

	the phrase 'Middle Ages'


	Charlemagne
	Feudalism

	Icons


	Vladimir I of Kiev
	the Monastery at Cluny
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second year Church History

fifth assignment, following fifth lecture

Subject - TWELFTH TO FIFTEENTH CENTURIES
Answer ANY FOUR of the following six questions - 25 marks for each. It is suggested that EACH answer should be about half of a page (single spacing) or one page (double spacing).

1. To what extent did the various Crusades, from 1095 to 1291, achieve their goals in the Eastern Mediterranean?
2. For what is St. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090 -1153) chiefly remembered?

3. Why was the pontificate of Innocent III the high point of the medieval papacy?

4. Trace briefly the life and influence of

EITHER St. Francis of Assisi (1182 - 1226)

OR St. Dominic (1170 -1221).

5. What was SIMILAR and what was DIFFERENT in the attempts of John Wycliffe (1329 -1384) and of John Hus (1372 -1415) to purify the Church.

6. Write short notes on any TWO of the following, in relation to the history of the Church of the twelfth to fifteenth Centuries

	Cur deus homo


	Lay Investiture
	the role of the parish priest

	'The Imitation of Christ'
	Cathedrals
	the Babylonian Captivity

	Transubstantiation
	the Lollards
	the Tordesillas Line


