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One of the most commonly addressed issues in Christian evangelistic literature today is that of the believer's "approach" to evangelism; the practical application of the Great Commission.  The "How To's" of evangelism are increasingly becoming a major Christian literary endeavour.  Everything from John Wimber's "Power Evangelism" to "Seeker Sensitivity" to "Evangelism Explosion" is on the offer for Christians to choose from when trying to make decisions on how to engage a lost world with a life-saving message.  How is the sincere Christian man or woman to know which road to take or which decision to make?  As with all decisions, God's word gives us all we need to know to be "adequate and equipped for every good work!" (2 Tim 3:17)

The two clearest examples of "evangelistic technique" in God's word come from the life of the Saviour Himself (portrayed in the gospel accounts) along with the life and witness of His body, the local church (portrayed in the book of Acts and expanded upon in the epistles).

Fill in the blanks after reading the assigned texts below.

I.  Lessons from the Life of Christ

1. Read John 4:16-19; 8:1-11; 8:34; 9:41 

We must address the issue of ______ !
One of the biggest errors being made in the church today is that of accommodation.  In order to accommodate an unbeliever and make him "feel comfortable" the issue of sin is often set aside and/or under-stated.  The very first thing that came to the mind of John the Baptist as he set his eyes upon the approaching Christ at the time of His baptism was, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world."  The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy that "Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners" (1 Tim 1:15).  If saving sinners was the very reason for the incarnation of Christ, should it not also be foremost on our agenda in sharing that Saviour with a lost world?

One of the reasons that "sin" is such a dirty word in our politically-correct society today is because our world has blindly adopted the philosophy that man is essentially good.  People do not like to hear about sin because it cuts across the grain of their belief which tells them that "good" and "bad" are relative concepts.   It is never very difficult, therefore, to find someone who is "worse" than oneself.  To present the biblical truth that "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom 3:23) will never be a popular concept in a world which panders to every individual's whim and delights in self-grandisement.  However, if the issue of sin is not clearly addressed then the need for a "Saviour" from sin will never be properly understood.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Matt 9:36; 14:14; 20:34; Mk 1:31; 6:34; Lk 7:13; 10:33; 15:20

We must show __________________ to the lost !

Although there are some who see a much more judgmental and aggressive picture of God in the Old Testament than in the New, there is nothing to substantiate this view of a "different characteristic" applied to God in the OT.  In fact, the OT is replete with Scripture demonstrating the compassionate heart of God toward a rebellious, stiff-necked and stubborn people  (see Ps 136; Ps 51:1; 78:38; 111.4; 116:5; 145:8; Lam 3:32; 2 Chron 36:15; Isa 49:15; Dan 9:9; Mic 7:18; Jonah).  

The Bible text is clear that God is "a compassionate and gracious God... slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness!"  (Ps 86:15).  Paul tells us in Romans 5:8 that "while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us."  In other words, God demonstrates His love to a lost and dying world even when that world is defiantly resisting His will and arrogantly defiling His name.  Can the sincere Christian have any different attitude in bringing the message of life to this same world today?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.  Mk 12:14; Jn 1:17; 8:32; 8:40; 8:45; 14:17; 16:13; 17:17; 18:37; Eph 4:25
We must be careful to always speak the _____________ !

With the rise of postmodernist thinking the very nature of knowledge and the acquisition of truth have become open to question.  Whereas truth was once considered to be an absolute quantity of  objectivity, universality and constancy, it has now become relative and open to debate.  With the advent of a twentieth century pragmatic philosophy, truth is no longer seen as absolute but rather the meaning of an idea now seems to lie solely in its practical results.  Josh McDowell, in his book "Right From Wrong" (Word Publishing) identifies the seismic shift in thinking brought about by the historical periods of the Renaissance, the Enlightenment, the Industrial Revolution and Darwinism which has resulted in a new way of looking at truth.  The "relativistic" way of thinking identifies truth as being defined by the individual and hence, subjective and situational rather than being defined by God as universal, objective and absolute.

The Bible makes clear that not only is truth constant and universal but it is inherent in the very nature of God Himself.  Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth and the life" (Jn 14:6).  In other words, "God -- not man -- is central... He is the source of all things... He rules over all... He is the repository of truth and the author and judge of right and wrong"  (McDowell; p 37).  John tells us that not only was "the Word" with God, and not only was "the Word" God, but "the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth" (Jn 1:14).  And John 17:17 reminds us that God's word "is truth."  If this be so, then it is certainly the Christian duty to "speak {that} truth in love."

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4.  Matt 11:19; 13:54; Lu 2:40,52; 7:35; Acts 6:10; 1 Cor 1:18 - 2:16; Prov 3:5-6

We must not rely on man's __________... but on God's __________ !

We are told in Proverbs 9:10 that "the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom."  James tells us that there is a wisdom that is "from above" and a wisdom that is "earthly" (Jas 3:15-17).  Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians that there is a difference between the "wisdom of God" and the "wisdom of the world" (or the "wisdom of men").  Notice especially what Paul writes in 1 Cor 1:21 that, "the world through its wisdom did not come to know God."  In other words, the church must be very careful not to accommodate to the wisdom of men in the dissemination of the truth to a lost world.  God has committed to His church the sole body of truth necessary and sufficient to reach the world with the gospel.  The task of believers is to obediently take that message, undiluted, and with sensitivity, gentleness and reverence (1 Pet 3:15) communicate it to a lost and dying world.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5.  Matt 9:6-8; 10:1; 28:18; Lk 4:14; 4:32; Acts 1:8; Rom 1:16; 2 Cor 4:7; 10:3-4; Eph 6:12-13

We must not rely on earthly _______________ !

One of the most important statements made about the church anywhere in Scripture is that spoken by Christ in Acts 1:8; "You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be My witnesses."  There are two great spiritual resources given to the believer for the completion of his task in evangelism; the Holy Spirit is the first.  Without the indwelling Holy Spirit the Christian would be left with simply natural means to evangelise the lost.  

Read 1 Corinthians 2:12-14 and state why this is not enough.

The second great spiritual resource given to the believer is the sword of the Spirit, or the Word of God.

What is true about the Word of God, the Bible, which makes it such a formidable weapon in evangelism?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6.  Matt 9:38; 14:23; 17:21; Mk 1:35; 6:46; Lk 5:16; 6:12; 18:1; Jn 17; Eph 6:18-20

We must ________ !   

Hudson Taylor's view of the importance of prayer in the preaching of the gospel was that, "the missionary cause has advanced upon its knees."  Jim Cymbala has written in his book, "Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire" that, "Satan's main strategy with God's people has always been to whisper, "Don't call, don't ask, don't depend on God to do great things.  You'll get along fine if you just rely on your own cleverness and energy."  The truth of the matter is that the devil is not terribly frightened of our human efforts and credentials.  But he knows his kingdom will be damaged when we lift up our hearts to God."  Without prayer we are simply communicating to God that we are willing to undertake the entire task of evangelism on our own.  ARE WE??

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7.  Matt 13:57; Lk 4:28-30; Jn 15:18-27

We must expect  ______________ !
Discouragement is a very significant tool of the devil.  With it, he has put many a Christian "out of the game."  And one of the most frequently travelled roads to discouragement is that of rejection.  The Christian witness who is unfamiliar with how to handle rejection will be ill-equipped to face a hostile and godless world with the message of truth.  Often, one of the most essential elements in properly preparing for an event is a knowledge of what lies ahead.  When we know what to expect we often know how to prepare.  The Bible is clear that one of the things every Christian witness should expect is to follow in the footsteps of the Master and face rejection.

The words of the Lord to the prophet Samuel are very appropriate here.  After Israel insisted on having an earthly king to rule and reign over them, and to go out before them in battle, God told Samuel (1 Sam 8:7), "they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them."  In the same way, when we are rejected for the sake of the gospel we must remember that it 
is Christ who is really being rejected.  This should EN-courage us when coupled with the knowledge that He Himself "will never leave {us} or forsake {us}" (Heb 13:5) and that "since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted" (Heb 2:18).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8.  Matt 9:4; 10:16; 12:25; Lk 5:22; 6:8; 11:17;  2 Cor 1:12; Col 4:5; Heb 5:12-14

We must be _______________ !

One of the great advantages which the Lord Jesus had in His own interaction with men was His ability to know what they were thinking.  Wouldn't this be a great benefit today?  Or would it?  How would we use it?  The Lord only knew one way to use it, the right way!  In our efforts to communicate effectively with those around us it is necessary for us to be able to understand something of where people are coming from.  We cannot read minds but we can work hard to understand people and be discerning in every situation.  We're told in Heb 5:12-14 that it is a good working knowledge of God's word that will give us discerning hearts.  It is also important to spend time with people in order to gain an insight into how they think, what is important to them, how comprehensive is their knowledge of Scripture and God's plan, etc.  This will take time, but it will also be a very valuable tool in winning others to Christ.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

9. Lk 15:1-32; 23:34; 2 Cor 4:1-18 (esp. vss 1,16)

We must not ________  ______ !
Right to the very end, Jesus persevered in His love for lost humanity.  We are reminded by Him in Matthew's gospel that as we go out and endure all that is before us in evangelising the lost we are not alone, for He says, "Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age" (Matt 28:20).   In other words, as we persevere, He perseveres with us.  It has been said that. "How you finish is just as, if not more, important than how you run."  The Olympic athlete who does not finish the race receives no prize.  And the apostle Paul reminds us as believers that our race is infinitely more important than theirs!  "And I do all things for the sake of the gospel, that I may become a fellow partaker of it.  Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize?  Run in such a way that you may win.  And everyone who competes in the games exercises self control in all things.  They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable!"  (1 Cor 9:23-25).

II.  Lessons from the Life of the Early Church 

1.  Acts 2:32; 3:15; 4:10; 4:33; 5:30, etc; Rom 1:16; 1 Cor 15:1-4

We must keep the ___________ central!

From the apostle Paul, we learn three essential things about our approach to the gospel:


1. We must not be ashamed of the gospel (Rom 1:16)


2. We must not manipulate the gospel (1 Cor 1:18ff)


3. We must not neglect the importance of the gospel (1 Cor 15:3)

We must not be ashamed of it because of what it is; "the power of God unto salvation."  The gospel is truly the greatest weapon known to man in the greatest battle facing man.  How sad for those who would be ashamed of it!

We must not manipulate the gospel in order to make it more palatable to a sinful generation.  One of the greatest tragedies of modern Christianity is the manipulation of the gospel in order to give unbelievers something they want rather than the very thing they need.  It is painfully reminiscent of Paul's words to Timothy that, "the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance with their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth"  (2 Tim 4:3).

We must not neglect the importance of the gospel.  Paul wrote to the Corinthian believers that he had committed to them "as of first importance," the gospel.  The question is, if the gospel is of "first" importance then what could be more important than the gospel?  Answer, "Nothing!"  When we neglect the heart of the evangelistic message we inevitably communicate something less than that which is most important.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2.  Matt 5:14-15; Jn 17:13-18; 2 Cor 6:14-18; 1 Pet 2:9-10; 1 Jn 2:15-17

We must be _____ the world but not _____ the world!

The following is from an anonymous letter to Diognetus, possibly dating from the second century, quoted in History of Christianity; Lion Handbook, p67.

     "For Christians are not differentiated from other people by country, language or customs; you see, they do not live in cities of their own, or speak some strange dialect, or have some particular lifestyle.

     This teaching of theirs has not been contrived by the invention and speculation of inquisitive men; nor are they propagating mere human teaching as some people do.  They live in both Greek and foreign cities, wherever chance has put them.  They follow local customs in clothing, food, and the other aspects of life.  But at the same time, they demonstrate to us the wonderful and certainly unusual form of their own citizenship.

     They live in their own native lands, but as aliens; as citizens, they share all things with others; but like aliens, suffer all things.  Every foreign country is to them as their native country, and every native land as a foreign country.

     They marry and have children just like everyone else; but they do not kill unwanted babies.  They offer a shared table, but not a shared bed.  They are present 'in the flesh' but they do not live 'according to the flesh.'  They are passing their days on earth, but are citizens of heaven.  They obey the appointed laws, and go beyond the laws in their own lives.

     They love everyone, but are persecuted by all;  they are unknown and condemned; they are put to death and gain life.  They are poor and yet make many rich.  They are short of everything and yet they have plenty of all things.  They are dishonoured and yet gain glory through dishonour.

     Their names are blackened and yet they are cleared.  They are mocked and bless in return.  They are treated outrageously and behave respectfully to others.  When they do good, they are punished as evil-doers;  when punished, they rejoice as if being given new life. They are attacked by Jews as aliens, and are persecuted by Greeks;  Yet those who hate them cannot give any reason for their hostility.

To put it simply -- the soul is to the body as Christians are to the world.  The soul spread through all parts of the body and Christians through all the cities of the world.  The soul is in the body, but is not of the body;  Christians are in the world but not of the world."

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.  (Sample a few verses from each category and save the rest for reference!)

Category 1:   Matt 24:22,24,31; John 6:37,39,44; John 17:24; Acts 4:28;  Acts 13:48; Rom 8:28-30; 9:11; 11:5,7; 1 Cor 1:2; Eph 1:4,5,9,11,18; 3:11; 4:1,4; Col 3:12; 

1 Thess 1:4;  2 Thess 1:11; 2 Tim 1:9; 2:10; Tit 1:1-2; 1 Pet 1:1,2;  2 Pet 1:10; Rev 17:14 
Category 2: Ps 81:11; Prov 1:24; Jer 6:16; 7:24; Zech 1:4; Matt 11:28-30; 22:3; Lk 13:34; 15:28; Jn 1:12; 3:16,18,36; 5:24,40; 6:35,47; 8:24; 10:9; 11:26; 20:31; Acts 2:21; Rom 2:4-8; 10:13-17; 2 Thess 1:8-9; 1 Tim 2:4; 1 Pet 3:20; 2 Pet 3:9; 

Rev 2:21
We must recognise the reality of God's ___________ and Man's ____________!

Scholars have debated for centuries the seemingly irresolvable relationship between God's sovereign purpose in election and man's ultimate free will to accept or reject God's offer of salvation through Christ.  How can one resolve the issue of God's sovereign purpose in election with the clear biblical teaching that men are sent to hell because they are not chosen but rather because they will not believe?

The plethora of Scriptural support for both the doctrine of election and the doctrine of free will make it clear that both are part of God's purpose for man.  It therefore must be recognised that one's ability to harmonise these doctrines to complete and full resolution is not the really the issue.  The issue is taking God at His word that there is, indeed, resolution in His mind (Deut 29:29; Isa 55:8-9) even though it lies outside of the understanding of finite man.  The duty of the Christian is not always to fully understand the depths of God but it is always to believe and obey what He has revealed in His word.

In actual fact, it is not an either/or situation between the doctrine of election and free will but a both/and situation.  And certainly this must be true.  For when one understands the practical implications of each side of this "two-sided coin" it becomes evident that God has both protected and propelled His people.

The doctrine of the sovereignty of God protects believers from taking upon themselves the responsibility and burden of salvation for the world.  Hence, God protects believers from guilt when the world is not completely saved;  or when those to whom the gospel is faithfully proclaimed do not respond.

The doctrine of the free will of man, however, propels believers to the world with the gospel message because:




- Faith comes by hearing




- Hearing comes by the word of Christ




- The word of Christ comes through a preaching witness   (Rom 10:13-17)
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