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Go to any Christian bookstore and have your pick of "How To" books on evangelism... everything from "Pub" evangelism to "Power" evangelism.  You will find books and information galore on how to tap into the power of God, how to win your friends for Christ, how to witness in the workplace, in the classroom, on the football pitch and anywhere else you can think of.  And yet for all this, you will find precious few resources which remind you of what God requires of YOU as the evangelist.  It is much easier to read a book about tapping into the power of God than it is to surrender your life in humility and dependency in order to be a "vessel fit for the Master's use" (2 Tim 2:21).  Without a doubt, evangelism begins with the evangelist; witnessing begins with the witness.  Jesus did not say to His disciples in Acts 1:8 that they would "go out and do witnessing" once they were empowered by God and indwelt by the Holy Spirit, rather, He said that they would "be {His} witnesses!"  Evangelism is really all about who you are as a witness.

Consider the puritan view of the first step to witnessing:  "Take heed to yourselves, lest you be void of that saving grace of God which you offer to others, and be strangers to the effectual working of that gospel which you preach; and lest, while you proclaim to the world the necessity of a Saviour, your own hearts should neglect Him, and you should miss of an interest in Him and His saving benefits.  Take heed to yourselves, lest you perish, while you call upon others to take heed of perishing; and lest you famish yourselves while you prepare food for them.  Though there is a promise of shining as the stars, to those "who turn many to righteousness" that is but on the supposition that they are first turned to it themselves.  ..... Can any reasonable man imagine that God should save men for offering salvation to others, while they refuse it themselves??, and for telling others those truths which they themselves neglect and abuse??  Many a tailor goes in rags, that makes costly clothes for others;  and many a cook scarcely licks his fingers when he has dressed for others the most costly dishes.  Believe it, brethren, God-never-saved-any-man-for-being-a-preacher, nor because he was an able preacher; but because he was a justified, sanctified man, and consequently faithful in his Master's work.  Take heed, therefore, to yourselves first, that you be that which you persuade others to be, and believe that which you persuade them to believe, and heartily entertain that Saviour whom you offer to them!"  (Quoted from "The Reformed Pastor" by Richard Baxter; The Banner of Truth Trust; pp 53-54)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Read Deut 4:9; Josh 23:11; Prov 4:23; Lu 21:34; Eph 5:15; 1 Tim 4:16

Where do these verses tell us to concentrate our initial efforts?

The Word of God is clear about several things which must be true in the life of the effective witness for Christ.

I.  The evangelist must possess, and be possessed by, _____________________.

(Fill in the blank after reading the following)

Zech 4:6; Acts 1:8, 4:31; 1 Cor 6:19, 12:6; Eph 3:20; Phil 2:13; Col 1:29

Without the Holy Spirit an individual is "dead in {his} trespasses and sins" (Eph 2:1) and the old saying can well be applied here that, "A dead man tells no tales!"  It is true that the Word of God is always "living and active and sharper than a two-edged sword" (Heb 4:12) no matter who uses it.  God's truth is not changed just because an unregenerate or ill-motivated individual holds it forth.  Remember Paul's words in Phil 1:15-18,

"Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will;  the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel;  the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment.  what then?  Only that in every way, whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice, yes, and I will rejoice."

However, in such a case the Word will not, and can not, be complimented and confirmed by the life of the individual who is not himself transformed by the Spirit of God.  It is only those who are "in Christ" (2 Cor 5:17) who have a life of "new things."  And it is only those who "love one another" with the love of the indwelling Christ who will truly be able to demonstrate to the world that they are His "disciples" (Jn 13:35).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Read Exod 34:11-16; 2 Tim 2:16-19 and Titus 1:10-16... and state the dangers of the life of a "witness" which does not conform to the standards of the word of God.
According to 1 Thess 1:2-8 and Col 1:3-6, what must be the first step before someone brings the word of God to others?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

II.  The evangelist must have a willingness to ______________.
(Fill in the blank after reading the following)

Luke 24:48 and Acts 1:8; 2:32; 3:15; 5:32; 10:39; 13:31; 22:15

The word used for "witness(es)" in these verses is the Greek word "martus," from which we get the English "martyr."   What does this tell you about the nature of a witness of Christ?

Read Matt 5:11-16 and explain in your own words:

1) The expectation of the witness


2) The responsibility of the witness
In Luke 14:26 Jesus says, "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple."   How can this be when we know that God has commanded us to "honour" our mother 
and father, and husbands to "love" their wives, and parents to "care for" their children?  The answer to is that Jesus is not talking about abandonment here, He's talking about priorities and total commitment to Christ.  In other words, the cost of discipleship is everything, including our own lives!  No wonder we're told that Matthew (Levi) became a disciple of Jesus as he "left everything and followed Him (Lu 5:28).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What do the following verses communicate about the nature of our experience as Christ's witnesses?

1 Pet 4:3-4

Jn 15:18-20

1 Pet 2:20-21

Acts 14:22

Phil 1:29

2 Tim 3:12

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

III.  The evangelist must have _____________ to speak what is true.

(Fill in the blank after reading the following)

The word for "witness(es)" in the Old Testament ("ayd") means "a witness, a testimony or evidence (of something)."

What did the following biblical witnesses give "evidence" to?

1. Deut 31:19 - 32:43 

2. Jn 1:7,8,15,19,32,34

3. Jn 5:36, 10:25

4. Jn 15:26-27

5. Jn 18:37

6. Acts 1:22, 4:33

7. Acts 14:17

8. Acts 22:15, 26:16

9. Rom 2:15

10. Rom 8:16

11. 1 Jn 1:2

What are we called to give "evidence" of, according to the following verses?

1. Jn 13:35

2. Acts 1:8

3. 2 Cor 5:18-20

4. Eph 5:1

5. Eph 5:8

6. Phil 2:14-16

7. Jas 2:18

8. Jas 3:13

9. 1 Pet 2:9

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Read 1 Thess 2:1-1-8.  

The word translated as "bold" (AV) , "boldness (NASB), or "dared" (NIV) literally means "having the freedom to speak."   In other words,  having that aspect of character and attitude which allows us (even compels us) to speak openly, freely, and frankly about the things of God!!

Do you remember Paul in Acts 26:26, as he gives his testimony before King Agrippa in Caesarea?   He says, "For the king knows about these matters, and I speak to him also with confidence." (NASB)  The AV translates this same phrase, "before whom also I speak freely."  This is the same word which Paul employs in 1 Thess 2:2!  Hence the biblical meaning of "boldness" is simply to have the "freedom to say what we ought to say" about God!

Psalm 119:46 gives us the Old Testament parallel:  "I will also speak of Thy testimonies before kings... and shall not be ashamed!"

One commentator says.... "When we get a snicker we shut up!  When we're ridiculed we rivet our mouth shut like a locked trunk.  Paul got opposition and spoke openly!"

This is exactly what it means to be bold for Christ.  To have the freedom to speak openly and forthrightly; without hesitation, without fear. without second thought, without delay, without uncertainty.  To be bold in the biblical sense means simply "to say what needs to be said!"

There are at least three things from 1 Thess 2:1-7 which allude to what gave Paul his boldness.  Can you find them?

1. What did Paul believe about his message? (v2-3)  (see also: Acts 5:29)

2. What did Paul believe about his responsibility?  (v4)  (see also: Gal 1:10; 2 Cor 5:9)

3. What did Paul believe about the importance of the souls of others?  (v7-9)   (see also: 2 Cor 12:15; Acts 20:24)

In a book called "Evangelism: A biblical approach," Michael Cocoris tells of an incident where Hugh Lattimer preached before King Henry VIII.  He says that Henry was greatly displeased by the boldness of Lattimer's sermon and ordered Lattimer to preach again on the following Sunday and apologise for the offence he had given.  The next Sunday, after reading his text, Lattimer began his sermon by addressing himself, saying:

"Hugh Lattimer, dost thou know before whom thou are this day to speak?  To the high and mighty monarch, the king's most excellent majesty, who can take away life, if thou offendest.  Therefore, take heed that thou speakest not a word that may displease.  But then consider well, Hugh, dost thou not know from whence thou comest, upon Whose message thou art sent?  Even by the great and mighty God, Who is all present and Who beholdeth all thy ways and Who is able to cast thy soul into hell!!  Therefore, take care that thou deliverest thy message faithfully!"

Lattimer then preached the same sermon he'd preached the week before.... except this time with considerably more energy!

IV.  The evangelist must have a ___________ life!
(Fill in the blank after reading the following)

Lev 14:44, 19:2, 20:7; Amos 3:3; 1 Cor 11:1; 1 Pet 1:15-16

In a book called "Holy in Christ," Andrew Murray writes "We are only made holy that we may serve.  We can only serve as we are holy.  Holiness is essential to effectual service!  Let it be a matter settled between God and the soul, that your longing for Holiness is that you may be fitter for Him to use!"

The same root word in the Greek language is employed for the english words:


- holy... 
(hagios); adj


- sanctify... 
(hagiazo); verb


- saints...
(hagioi); noun

The basic meaning of the word is that of "separation"; both separation from something, and separation to something.  Hence the meaning, "set apart."  The word carries with it the idea of separation, consecration and dedication.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As sanctified, holy, saints... according to Rom 6:22; 1 Cor 6:9-11; 1 Thess 4:3; 2 Tim 2:20 ... what are we set apart from?

As sanctified, holy, saints... according to 1 Cor 1:2; Eph 2:10, 5:27... what are we set apart to?

According to 1 Cor 6:11; 2 Thess 2:13; 1 Pet 1:2... who is the sanctifying agent?

According to Jn 17:17; Acts 20:32; Eph 5:26; 1 Pet 2:2... what is used to sanctify us?

The promise of 2 Tim 2:20 is that when we are set apart from sin and wickedness and set apart to God, we become "useful" to the Master!  What an amazing thought that an individual can actually be "useful" to the Creator of the universe!  This word for "useful" (NASB; NIV) or "meet" (AV) is only used 3 times in the NT.  Each time the meaning is someone who is profitable, or useful, to someone else!

Look up the verses and explain who is useful to whom.

2 Tim 4:11

Philemon 11

2 Tim 2:21

Someone once said that "inward holiness is developed by the Holy Spirit in three "steps"... through hatred for sin... love for the Saviour.... and obedience to God!"

The meaning of holiness fits right into the idea of service, right in to the idea of serving God in spreading the gospel and, therefore, right into the idea of evangelism.  You could say it works this way:

The purer the vessel.... the less impurity in it!

The less impurity in it... the more it can be filled with God's Spirit!

The more it is filled with God's Spirit... the greater the power!

The greater the power... the more extensive the effectiveness!

The more extensive the effectiveness... the greater the glory to God!!

And is this not what we are to be ultimately concerned with, having "been bought with a price"... Paul says to the Corinthians.... "therefore glorify God in your bodies"?

God can save the world without us.  God can bring people to Himself without us.  God can do evangelism without us.  However, He chooses to use us for the express purpose that we might glorify Him in the process.  To glorify Him through yieldedness, through obedience, through surrender, through submission, through holiness!

Listen to Ps 101:6... "My eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land"... (God says)... that they may dwell with Me.... He who walks in a blameless way... is the one who will minister to Me!"
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