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In a recent book entitled "Satisfied by the Power of the Spirit" (Kregel Resources; Grand Rapids, MI), Dr Thomas Edgar seeks to answer the question, "Has God provided all that we need in Christ or is Christ's work lacking?"  There are indeed many in the church today who would suggest that the born-again believer is, in fact, not endowed with all that is necessary to "fight the good fight of faith."  Believers, they say, must tap into additional spiritual resources in order to accomplish the task of evangelising the world and living a victorious Christian life.  Is the believer, then, somehow lacking in spiritual resource or has he simply failed to adequately appropriate all that God has graciously supplied in Christ?  We will seek to answer this question in the following study.

I.  The Condition of Unregenerate Humanity

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Read the following verses and describe the condition of unregenerate humanity, especially with respect to power.

Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 2:14; Eph 2:1-2; Col 2:13; Jude 19
According to Acts 26:18, under whose power do unbelievers lie?

According to Luke 4:6, to whom does the present world system belong?

II.  The Regenerating Work of the Holy Spirit

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

According to Jn 14:17, Acts 2:38, Gal 3:14, Eph 1:13, who is it that the believer "receives" at the moment of salvation?

The apostle Paul writes to the Corinthians that "by one Spirit {they} were all baptised into one body... {and were} all made to drink of one Spirit"  (1 Cor 12:13).  Often referred to as the "Baptism with (or in) the Holy Spirit," Paul is describing the regenerative work of the Holy Spirit for every believer at the moment of conversion.  Remember the spiritual condition of the Corinthian believers (c.f. 1 Cor 1:11, 3:1-3, 5:1-2, 6:1, 11:17-22, etc.), and yet 8Paul can still say that they possess the indwelling Holy Spirit (c.f. 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19).  According to Scripture, Jesus is the one who baptises spiritually (Matt 3:11; Mk 1:8; Lk 3:16; Jn 1:33) "with" or "in" the Holy Spirit.  In other words, the baptiser is Jesus Christ and the "agent" of the baptism is the Holy Spirit.  Hence, at the moment of salvation the believer is placed into the body of Christ (through Spirit baptism) and, at the very same time, the Holy Spirit is placed into the believer ("made to drink of one Spirit;" 1 Cor 12:13).  The entire point of the teaching in 1 Corinthians chapter 12 is that baptism with the one 
Holy Spirit is precisely what makes the church one body.  And it is this unity in diversity that Paul majors on in chapter 12.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How much of the Holy Spirit does the believer receive at conversion?  (Rom 8:9; Jn 3:34; 1 Cor 6:19)

Scripture makes is abundantly clear that the Holy Spirit is a person not just an amoral force or power.  The early church dealt with the Arian heresy which concluded that the Holy Spirit was simply the "exerted energy of God" manifested in the created world.  However, the Holy Spirit is described in Scripture as having all the essential elements of personality including intellect (1 Cor 2:10-11), sensibility (Eph 4:30) and will (1 Cor 12:11).   He is also frequently described by personal pronouns (Jn 15:26, 16:13-14, etc.).  Hence, the Holy Spirit is received "in person" by every believer at the moment of salvation.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

According to Acts 1:8 what is received along with the Holy Spirit at conversion?

What do the following verses tell us about the source and the nature of this power?  2 Cor 4:7; Eph 1:19-20; Phil 2:13; Col 1:29

What does Paul tell believers in Eph 6:10 with regard to strength and power?

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

III.  All That is Necessary in Christ
Paul's letter to the Colossians is undoubtedly one of the greatest Christologies in all of the Bible.  Arguing against those who would deny complete sufficiency in Christ, Paul sets forth the doctrine of complete sufficiency, substance and fullness in Christ.  Many see the theme of the book summed up in the words of Col 3:11:  "Christ is all and in all."

List as many statements as you can, from the book of Colossians, which indicate that all sufficiency is in Christ and all of Christ is in us.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What does Paul request prayer for, with evangelism in mind, in Eph 6:19-20 and Col 2:2-4?

Notice that Paul doesn't ask for "more power" or "new power" but only for the boldness and resolution to appropriate that power which already belongs to Him in Christ.

What are believers told they possess in 2 Pet 1:3-4?

What are believers told they possess in Eph 1:3?

In summary, all that is necessary to live a life that is honouring and glorifying to God has been given to every believer at the moment of their salvation.  They have every blessing, everything necessary for life and godliness, the person of the Holy Spirit, the power of the Holy Spirit and the fullness of Christ.  The only thing lacking is the obedience of the believer which appropriates and acts upon all that is his or hers.  Hence, every believer can be certain that in full dependence on God, as the gospel is preached, disciples are made and teaching is given then the Lord Himself will be with us "even to the end of the age!"
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