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Recent statistics demonstrate, without question, that the number of people who even know the basics about the claims of Jesus Christ is growing fewer and fewer.  Of those who do, the knowledge possessed of the truth might be described as "sketchy" at best.  It seems as though the declaration that the dominant world view is now very much a "post-Christian" one is very true indeed.  Man-centred, humanistic and evolutionary thinking dominates in virtually every institution of learning around the globe today.  References to God and the Bible are being systematically and deliberately removed from any and every prominent area of display within our society.  How poignant are the words of John that "the light shines out of the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it." (Jn 1:5)

However, more startling than this is the realisation that so many Christians today are totally incapable of clearly and adequately articulating the claims of Christ and the content of the gospel message.  We are living, perhaps more than at any other time in man's history, in a totally consumer oriented society where the Burger King "Have it your way" philosophy governs our approach to everything, including God's truth.  Many today choose to "tailor" the gospel to meet man's desires rather than clearly present it to meet his greatest need.  The apostle Paul wrote, "I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified."  What motivated Paul that he might claim so boldly that he was "not ashamed of the gospel"?  His secret lay in his understanding that the gospel is indeed "the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes!"  (Rom 1:16)

In this study we will evaluate and consider the following:


- The Confusion of the gospel


- The Development of the gospel


- The Requirements of the gospel


- The Power of the gospel


- The Permeation of the gospel

1.  The CONFUSION of the gospel
Read Gal 1:6-10; 2 Cor 11:14; Col 2:1-10; 1 Tim 4:1

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Why do you think Satan is interested in perverting and confusing the gospel?
What does Matt 24:24 seem to indicate about the subtlety with which Satan will pervert the truth of the gospel message?
The Greek word used in Gal 1:7 for the "distortion" of the gospel is the word "metastrepho," which means, "to turn, alter, or pervert something;" often into something which is opposite to what it was to begin with.  It is used in Acts 2:20 with reference to the "sun being turned to darkness" and again in James 4:9 with reference to "laughter being turned to mourning."  In other words, if the true 
gospel is the power of God, the perverted gospel is the power of Satan.  If the true gospel is for salvation, the perverted gospel is for damnation.  When viewed in this context, any and every subtle change which is made to the true gospel delivered by God to man becomes a lethal weapon in the hands of God's enemy.

The gospel has been attacked by liberalism, emotionalism, pragmatism, legalism, rationalism, relativism and materialism.  You name it and Satan has a method of attack.  A method which satisfies every sceptic and seduces every self-directed soul.  As a result, today there is a gospel which says, "God simply wants everyone to be healthy, wealthy and happy."  There is a gospel which says, "Come to Jesus and He will bind all your wounds, solve all your problems, dry all your tears, heal all your hurts and do whatever else you ask Him to do for you in faith."  There is a gospel which says, "Become part of the establishment, take a vow of poverty and chastity, and satisfy all the sacramental requirements and you are in!"  There is a gospel which says "Free the masses from oppression and poverty and establish world-wide economic, social and political equality."

Dr Martin Lloyd-Jones once wrote that most people are prone to look at what they think is the gospel and then conclude that it has failed.  He has commented that whenever he was presented with that position he always asked the question, "What does the gospel promise?"  The reply was usually something like, "The gospel has promised to put an end to war, to banish poverty and suffering, to reform the world, to undo wrongs, to mitigate injustices and to make a better world!"  He then goes on to say that there is only one simple answer to that reply... "The gospel has never promised to do such things... never!"

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In 2 Cor 11:14 Paul says that "Satan disguises himself as an angel of light."

Why do you think it is important for Christians to understand this trickery of Satan, especially when it comes to comprehending and preaching the gospel?
What does Matt 7:21-23 seem to indicate about the belief of many when it comes to their standing with God on the Day of Judgment?  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If Satan can pervert the gospel then he can nullify the power of that message which is preached.  Paul's understanding of this is what prompts him to say to the Galatians that "even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached, let him be accursed."  (Gal 1:8)  A curse must rest upon the one who knowingly perverts and distorts the soul-saving gospel because that false gospel will do nothing less than leave men and women under the curse of damnation themselves.  The danger in tampering with the true gospel in order to accommodate man's ideas and desires is that it will inevitably become something different from that which God intended it to be.  God knows what information is necessary for man to understand in order to respond in faith for salvation.  The diligent Bible student and sincere Christian evangelist will endeavour to clearly understand what God has determined for salvation and faithfully and precisely communicate that information to the world around him.

2.  The DEVELOPMENT of the gospel
On the basis of the above information, how would you answer the following question:

How many gospels are there?
The apostle Paul seems to indicate in Rom 1:16 that there is only one:


- I am not ashamed of the gospel


- for it is the power of God for salvation

However, he also seems to allude to "others" in Gal 1:6-9:


- a different gospel  (v6)


- distort the gospel  (v7)


- a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you  (vv 8-9)

The answer obviously lies in the fact that there is only one body of good news which must be understood, accepted and yielded to in order to bring salvation to man.  Satan's desire is to pervert that body of information in to as many "counterfeit" gospels as possible.  The more confusing, the less likely that the church will "go to the world" with the right one.

The question remains then, as to what this "body" of information is which comprises "the gospel."

Look up the following verses and write down the description of the "gospel" which is being spoken of in each.

Matt 4:23 ____________________________________________________________________ .

Mk 1:1 ______________________________________________________________________ .

Acts 20:24 ___________________________________________________________________ .

Rom 1:1 _____________________________________________________________________ .

Rom 10:15 ___________________________________________________________________ .

Gal 2:7 ______________________________________________________________________ .

Gal 2:7 ______________________________________________________________________ .

Gal 3:8 ______________________________________________________________________ .

Eph 1:13 _____________________________________________________________________ .

Rev 14:6 _____________________________________________________________________ .

In light of the fact that we know there is only one "gospel" which saves, how would you assimilate and explain all of the above?
The word "gospel" translates the Greek word "euaggelion" which simply means "good news" or "good tidings."  This has a very broad meaning.  Generally speaking, it is simply "good news" of any kind.  More specifically, however, when applied to salvation, it is that unique body of good news pertaining to God's work through Christ which rescues man from the just condemnation for his sin.  In actual fact, it begins before the foundation of the world (2 Tim 1:9) and reaches forward into eternity (Rev 22:1-5).

Although in its most simplistic and fundamental sense, the gospel is that which is communicated by Paul in 1 Cor 15:1-4 ("that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures"), in its complete and unabridged sense it comprises every aspect of what is listed in the verses above.

Beginning with Gen 1:15 and God's future prediction of victory over "the serpent," the gospel included the promise made to Abraham that in him "all the families of the earth would be blessed" (Gen 12:3; Gal 3:8), including circumcision and uncircumcision (Gal 2:7), through the Messiah Jesus Christ (Mk 1:1) in the realm of the kingdom rule and reign of God (Matt 4:23), as an expression of the grace of God (Acts 20:24), bringing peace between God and man (Rom 1:1, 10:15), through salvation (Eph 1:13) which is everlasting (Rev 14:6)!

3.  The REQUIREMENTS of the gospel 

The testimony of Scripture is clear that salvation is not by works, but by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.

Read the following verses.

John 5:24, 6:29, 14:6; Acts 4:12, 13:39; Rom 3:19 - 4:8, 4:16; Gal 2:16; Eph 2:5-9; Phil 3:9

However, Scripture is also clear on the content of that which it true "faith" unto salvation.

Read the following verses and write down what they indicate with respect to the content of saving faith.

Acts 16:31 ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ .

Jn 1:12 _______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ .

Acts 2:38 _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ .

Rom 10:9 ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ .

Lk 9:23; Col 3:3 _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ .

Lk 9:24; Rom 12:1; Gal 2:20  _____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ .

Jas 2:19 ______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ .

Now describe in a few sentences that which is included in saving faith on the basis of what you have concluded above.

4.  The POWER of the gospel
The Bible has a number of things to say about the powers which are at work in the spiritual realm.  

Read the following verses and summarise what they have to say in this regard.

Eph 2:2; Job 2:2; Acts 26:18; 2 Cor 4:4; Col 1:13; Eph 6:10-13; Lk 4:6;
Now read the following verses and summarise what they have to say in response with respect to the power of the gospel.

Lk 4:14-19; Rom 1:16; 1 Cor 1:18; 2 Cor 10:4; 1 Thess 1:5, 2:13; Heb 2:14, 4:12; 1 Jn 4:4, 5:18

5.  The PERMEATION of the gospel
Some have spoken of the "Who, What, Where, How" of the Great Commission passages of Scripture.  Evaluate the following four passages and answer the question associated with each.

WHO is the gospel to be preached to?   (Mk 16:15) ____________________________________ .         

WHAT is to be preached?  (Lk 24:47) ______________________________________________  .

WHERE is this to be preached?  (Acts 1:8)  __________________________________________ .

HOW is the great commission to be accomplished?  (Matt 28:19-20)  ______________________ .
There are many today who are overly concerned with the size of their church.  In fact, many are far more concerned about the "size" of their church than they are about the "depth" of it.  As a result, there are often times when difficult, but necessary, issues are avoided for fear that some people may become offended and leave.  Issues such as sin, holiness, purity, Christ-like behaviour, church discipline, and many others.  The unfortunate outcome is that although many churches maintain, and often increase, their size, it is at the high cost of spiritual growth and maturity.

What confidence do the words of Christ in Matt 16:18 give us with respect to the growth of our churches?
What do Col 1:6 and Rev 7:9 indicate with respect to the geographical growth of the church?

What do the words of Paul to Timothy in 2 Tim 4:2-5 indicate with respect to our responsibility for the spiritual growth of the church?
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