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The 1910 World Missionary Conference, or the Edinburgh Missionary Conference, was held June 14 to 23, 1910. Some have seen it as both the culmination of nineteenth century Protestant Christian missions and the formal beginning of the modern Protestant Christian ecumenical movement.  Due to differences in theological issues among those present two organisations were birthed out of the 1910 Conference – the World Council of Churches and later the Lausanne Movement. 
Major Protestant denominations and missionary societies, predominantly from North America and Northern Europe, sent 1,200 representatives to Edinburgh.  The delegations were based on the annual expenditure of the missionary societies plus one hundred additional special delegates were appointed by the British, Continental, and American Executive Committees. No Eastern Orthodox or Roman Catholic missionary organizations were invited.  Only five members from the emerging churches around the world were present – all from Asia.
Lord Balfour of the Church of Scotland, a former Unionist cabinet minister, was the President of the World Missionary Conference.  American John R. Mott, an American Methodist layperson and leader of both the Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions and the World Student Christian Federation, chaired its proceedings. The main organiser was Joseph Oldham, a leader in the British Student Christian Movement. The conference was held in the Assembly Hall of the United Free Church of Scotland.
Before the conference convened, eight assigned commissions, each with twenty members, conducted two years of research on their assigned topic. Each commission produced a single volume report, which was distributed to all of the delegates before they headed to Scotland and discussed at the assembly during the Conference.
The Eight Commissions and their date of presentation at the Conference are as follows:
1. Carrying the Gospel to all the Non-Christian World (June 15, 1910)
2. The Church in the Mission Field (June 16, 1910)
3. Education in Relation to the Christianization of National Life (Jun 17, 1910)
4. Missionary Message in Relation to the Non-Christian World (June 18, 1910)
5. The Preparation of Missionaries (June 22, 1910)
6. The Home Base of Missions (June 23, 1910)
7. Missions and Governments (June 20, 1910)
8. Co-Operation and the Promotion of Unity (June 21, 1910)
A ninth volume, containing the proceedings and major speeches, was published after the conclusion of the Conference.
The spirit of the Conference was driven by the watchword of the Protestant Christian Missionary community at the time: "The Evangelization of the World in This Generation."  Thus, sentiments of commitment and urgency drove many of the commission reports, discussions and speeches at the Conference.  A call to unity among Protestant missionaries was also a common desire expressed at the Conference.
This Conference was certainly a high point in the History of Missions.  It was the first occasion where the protestant church globally, meeting as one body, was seeking to grapple with its missionary mandate.  There was a sense of triumphalism at the conference as the great expansion of the Gospel around the world was celebrated.  Perhaps the slogan “"The Evangelization of the World in This Generation” captured this best. There was a feeling that if we can focus our efforts we can finish the task in this generation.  Perhaps there was also a feeling they were about to fulfil Jesus statement in Mark 13:10 that the “Gospel must be preached to all nations” as a sign of the end times. 
It is also interesting to note that the main driving force behind the conference was the Student movements in North America and in the UK.  The role of young people, without heavy denominational baggage, in the modern missionary movement is of great significance.  This is further evidence in the establishment of many missionary societies in the 19th C started by passionate people in their 20s.
Let’s take a few moments to go through the very interesting diagram below provided by Ralph Winter in his article in Perspectives in the World of Christian Mission p259.
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Ralph Winter’s three major eras in the Modern Missions Movement:
1. To the Coastlands – the unique role of William Carey
William Carey (17 August 1761 – 9 June 1834) was an English Baptist missionary minister, known as the "father of modern missions."   Carey was one of the founders of the Baptist Missionary Society.  As a missionary in the Danish colony, Serampore, India, he translated the Bible into Bengali, Sanskrit, and several other languages and dialects.  Carey’s move to the coast of Bengal led to a succession of other missions and denominations taking the Gospel to the coastlands of other parts of the world.
2. To the Inland Areas and the role of Hudson Taylor and the China Inland Mission.  This 2nd Era came as a response to the limitation of the 1st Era – i.e. concern for the inner regions of these nations and the people who live there who have not heard the Gospel
James Hudson Taylor  (21 May 1832 – 3 June 1905) was a British Protestant Christian missionary to China and founder of the China Inland Mission (CIM) (now OMF International). Taylor spent 51 years in China.  Taylor was known for his sensitivity to Chinese culture and zeal for evangelism.  He adopted wearing native Chinese clothing even though this was rare among missionaries of that time.  Under his leadership, the CIM was singularly non-denominational in practice and accepted members from all Protestant groups, including individuals from the working class and single women as well as multinational recruits.  Primarily because of the CIM's campaign against the Opium trade, Taylor has been referred to as one of the most significant Europeans to visit China in the 19th Century. 
Historian Ruth Tucker summarises the theme of his life:  “No other missionary in the nineteen centuries since the Apostle Paul has had a wider vision and has carried out a more systematised plan of evangelising a broad geographical area than Hudson Taylor.   Taylor was able to preach in several varieties of Chinese, including Mandarin, Chaozhou, and the Wu dialects of Shanghai and Ningbo. The last of these he knew well enough to help prepare a colloquial edition of the New Testament written in it.” 

3. To the Unreached People - the roles of Cameron Townsends and Donald McGavran.
William Cameron Townsend (July 9, 1896 – April 23, 1982) was a prominent 20th C American Christian missionary who founded Wycliffe Bible Translators and Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL International), both of which have long had as their emphases translations of the Bible into minority languages and the facilitation of literacy in minority languages.
Donald Anderson McGavran (December 15, 1897 – 1990) was a missiologist who was the founding Dean (1965) and Professor of Mission, Church Growth, and South Asian Studies at the School of World Mission at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California.  A child of missionaries in India and later a missionary himself (1923–1961), McGavran spent most of his life trying to identify and overcome barriers to effective evangelism or Christian conversion.
McGavran identified differences of caste and economic social position as major barriers to the spread of Christianity. His work substantially changed the methods by which missionaries identify and prioritize groups of persons for missionary work and stimulated the Church Growth Movement. McGavran developed his church growth principles after rejecting the popular view that mission was ‘philanthropy, education, medicine, famine relief, evangelism, and world friendship’ and become convinced that good deeds – while necessary – ‘must never replace the essential task of mission, discipling the peoples of the earth’. 

Other Major People of Influence
Two other major influences in World Mission in the 20th C. are worthy of mention. They are Billy Graham and John Stott.  Together Graham and Stott were instrumental in the founding of the Lausanne Movement in 1974.

John Stott
John Robert Walmsley Stott CBE (27 April 1921 – 27 July 2011) was an English Christian leader and Anglican cleric who was an influential leader of the worldwide Evangelical movement.  He was one of the principal authors of the Lausanne Covenant in 1974.  In 2005, Time magazine ranked Stott among the 100 most influential people in the world.  John Stott was rector of All Souls, London but travelled the world extensively teaching and preaching.  He had a particular influence on Christian student movements around the globe.
Billy Graham	
William Franklin "Billy" Graham, Jr. (born November 7, 1918) is an American evangelical Christian evangelist who was ordained as a Southern Baptist minister.  He rose to celebrity status in 1949 reaching a core constituency of white, middle-class, moderately conservative Protestants.  He held large indoor and outdoor rallies.  He commenced the use of radio and television as means of reaching more people with the Gospel.  Today the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association continues to use broadcasting as an effective means of communication.  Billy Graham had campaigns all over the world from the early 1950s through till the 1990 – even gaining access to a number of Marxist countries.
He was a spiritual adviser to several Presidents being particularly close to Dwight D. Eisenhower, Lyndon Johnson (who was considered to be one of Graham's closest friends) and Richard Nixon.  During the civil rights movement, he began to support integrated seating for his revivals and crusades; in 1957 he invited Martin Luther King, Jr. to preach jointly at a revival in New York City.  Graham bailed King out of jail in the 1960s when he was arrested in demonstrations.
The Lausanne Movement
The Lausanne Committee for World Evangelisation, more commonly known as The Lausanne Movement, is a global Movement that mobilises evangelical leaders to collaborate for world evangelisation. The stated vision is "the whole church taking the whole gospel to the whole world".
The Lausanne Movement grew out of the 1974 International Congress on World Evangelization (ICOWE) and continues to promote active worldwide evangelism.  The Lausanne Covenant provides the theological basis for collaborative work in the area of mission and evangelism.  As a document it has also been a unify force among evangelicals throughout the world.  The Cape Town Commitment defines the movement's goals. 
The ICOWE met in Lausanne, Switzerland in 1974. It was organized in part by Billy Graham and John Stott and was attended by some 2,700 participants and guests from over 150 nations who met to discuss and promote evangelism.   One result of this conference was the Lausanne Continuation Committee, which planned to sustain the movement started at Lausanne. This committee formed the backbone for the official inception of the LCWE in 1976.  
The Lausanne Movement continues today to be a unifying force among evangelical churches all over the world and this was evident at the 2010 Cape Town Meeting where 4500 people committed to mission attended from around 200 countries.

A New Age of Mission
You will observe in the diagram above that I have indicated a 4th possible Era of the Modern Missions Movement.  In many ways it is such a change that it could even be termed a new age of mission in its own right.  This is mission from the emerging churches around the world.

In many ways this is a testament to the success of the Modern Mission Movement in that the churches have grown out of this work over the past 200 years are now taking on the cause of mission and in many ways surpassing the church in the West to become the pace-setters for the 21st C.  The old mission field has now become the new mission force but they are carrying out the task in a different way – it is out of weakness and not out of the social, political and economic strength that the West used over the past two centuries.

Mission is now everywhere to everywhere, it is no longer the west to the rest.

We now want to conclude with the Challenges of Mission in the 21st C.
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Mission and the 215t C Challenges

Dealing with the issues that
are changing the world and
affecting mission.

As God’s people how do we respond?

10-Jun-14 Mission and 21st C Challenges 1

What are the Issues Today?

* Social
 Political

e Communication
e Religious

* Economic

e Environmental
 Scientific
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e The individualisation of societies over the past 50 years.

This started in the 1960s through marketing strategies

— Life is now about ME (and maybe my family/friends) — I am
the centre of the universe — a narcissistic view of the world

— Life is no longer about community (this is in stark contrast
to the ministry contexts we often relate to in mission)

— Advertising and the media re-enforce this message as it
sells more products

— All of this has led to a society that is driven by secularism —
a doctrine that rejects religion and religious considerations
— but actually puts in place another belief system.

— We are now at a place where marriage has been totally re-
defined.
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Social- the implications for £/

g
4| BIBLICALSTUDIES 3

Mission

e A post-modern world view
— Belief is about My choice
— There is no absolute truth

e Unable to identify with other people due to
an individualist world view

* The individualisation of mission
— This is MY work
— This is what God has called ME to do
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» 1990 - The demise of Marxism and the end of the balance
of power in the world
— Marxism - man can solve all the problems
— The reality is man cannot control everything
e 2008 — The demise of Capitalism?
— Money can solve all the problems
— The fundamental problem was and is greed
e The lessening of the influence of America and the
increasing influence of other nations
e The Middle East, the Arab Spring and what lies ahead —
politics in this part of the world is being redefined and
could affect mission in tremendous ways
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A realisation that man cannot solve the problems of the
world

* The possibility of the Middle East being more open —or
perhaps being more closed??

e An openness to seek new answers to the world’s

problems
— The possibility of people being open to look at Jesus as
the answer
10-Jun-14 Mission and 21st C Challenges 6
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* 1960s explosion of TV — another person in our living rooms
shaping our views and opinions

* 1960-70s explosion of telephone

* 1990s the mobile phone

e 1990s the PC

e 2000 the beginning of high speed internet

e Led to the world being a Global Village

e Facebook, chat rooms, virtual global communities

* For many people relationships now take place in cyber space

10-Jun-14 Mission and 21st C Challenges 74
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implications for Mission

e More channels to use to express the Good News of
the Gospel

e Greater connectivity between people, churches and
ministries
— Churches wanting to be more hands on in their
connections with their missionaries
— Ability to support people better
— Cheaper world travel
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e The Church
— Theological drift of the Church in the west
— Apathy, even in evangelical churches, regarding
world mission
— The church focused on a “halfistic” Gospel, social
action without proclamation
— The church consumed by societal issues, e.g.,
sexuality, health and wealth
* The growth of the church in the world over the past 50
years.
— This is perhaps the most significant thing to take
place in the 20t C
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* |ssues of belief are now centre stage in
society

e 9/11 and the growth of militant Islam and a
clash of belief systems

e The growth of Islam in general

* Growth of militant Hinduism (this sounds like a
contradiction)

* The rise of fundamentalist secularism with
the rejection of all belief systems
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* The “cross-cultural diffusion has always been the
lifeblood of historic Christianity; that Christian
expansion has characteristically come from the
margins more than from the centre, that church
history has been serial rather than progressive, a
process of advance and recession, of decline in areas
of strength and of emergence, often in new forms, in

areas of previous weakness.”* The Missionary Movement in
Christian History, Andrew Walls, p145.
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* The church in the west that has lost its courage
* Less missionaries from the west

* The mission field is now becoming the mission
force

e Perhaps a sense in the west that our days of
mission are over — this needs to be rejected
through good teaching

e Greater danger for those sharing the Gospel
leading to Persecution

e Conflict around issues of belief
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Economic

The failure of the world banking and
investment system

The demise of the USA as the strongest
economic force in the world

The demise of Europe and the Euro
The rise of China and India

Migration of people due to economic hardship
— new patterns have developed in the past 30 years

Mission and 21st C Challenges
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e Reduced financial resources to carry out the work

e Greater reliance on God
— More prayer
— Less about us more about God

e Churches and Missions working together more

* Less posturing between churches and missions

* Diaspora ministries — people being reached away
from their nation of birth and with potential to

influence their own nation
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Environmental

* A world infected by mass consumerism
* Now over 50% of the world live in urban
centres — more refuse and waste
* The depletion of resources in the world
— Wood
- 0Oil
— Water etc
e The burning of fossil fuels
— Pollution
— Global warming
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e Challenge to consider the resources we use in God’s
work

e The challenge to replenish depleting resources

 |s God drawing people together into urban centres so
that they can be reached in greater numbers?
— The need to develop new strategies for ministry in Cities
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Ethical issues surrounding stem cell research

Tremendous advances in medicine

People living far longer

Cloning of a human being? Will this happen?

Euthanasia — how do we value life?
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Scientific — implications for
Mission

 Humankind is on a pursuit of immortality
— God is further rejected
* People living longer may mean they are less

able to give to the church and mission work as
they need resources for their own care
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So where does the Gospel fit
into all of this?

* John 3:16-17

For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life. For
God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world but to save the world
through him.
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* God has been moving in new and unique ways in the
past 50 years

* The Gospel has expanded incredibly

° God is raising up a new mission force for a new
century — the old mission “field” has become the
mission “force”

* The church is finding new initiatives to respond to
this changed world
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e Worship the great God we serve

e Be calm and assured that the affairs of this
world are in His hands

 We need to rediscover our Biblical convictions
for mission — this can only come through
faithful teaching

* Live with a sense of joy

e Continue to share His message with
“gentleness and respect”
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How do we respond —
cont’d

* Be creative and seek to accomplish God’s
work in more economic ways

— God’s work is not about money

* 2 things have eternal value
— People 1John 2:17
— Gods word 1 Peter 1:25

e Use this time to re-evaluate our strategies

— Re-focus on the basics
* Discipleship —the Great Omission
* Faithfully teach God's word
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To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
To teach baptise and nurture new believers
To respond to human need by loving service

o =R e

To seek to transform unjust structures of
society

5. To try to safeguard the integrity of creation
and renew the life of the earth
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e “Remember the former things, those of long ago, |
am God and there is no other, | am God and there is
none like me. | make known the ends form the
beginning, from ancient times to what is still to
come, | say “My purpose will stand and | will do all

nn

that | please™”.
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