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Introduction
We have looked at God’s plan for mission through the scripture in the 1st lecture, followed by an overview of the book of Acts that sets the scene for mission today.  We now want to look at mission from the time of the early church through till 1910 when the famous World Missionary Conference took place in Edinburgh, June 14 to 23.
AD 60-500 The Post Apostolic Period
The growth of the early church continued in the nations around the Mediterranean and it also spread to Syria, Iraq, and Iran and even into parts of the India.  Syriac monks also took the Gospel into the Ethiopian highlands in 5th C.
In AD 312, the Roman Emperor Constantine declared himself to be a Christian.  It is known that his mother was a believer in Asia Minor and that his father, although a Roman ruler himself, was sympathetic to the Christian cause.
What is evident is that by this stage in history the Christian presence within the Roman Empire is sufficiently large to instigate a complete reversal in official policy towards the Church.  By AD 375 Christianity had become the official religion of the Roman Empire.
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However, the popularity of Christianity hastened its spiritual decline and departure from a biblical faith.  Because it was the accepted and respected religion of the Roman Empire, people flooded to the church in great numbers and as a result there seemed little need of missionary effort since thousands were entering the church as it was the culturally right thing to do.  The Emperor was a Christian so we all must follow his lead.  Individual conversions and personal commitment were no longer seen as important.  The faith was absorbed into the culture and in the process lost it clear message.
It is interesting to note one of the early reasons for the advance of Christianity in W Europe and the UK.  The province of Galatia in Asia Minor (present day Turkey) was so called because to was populated by Galatoi from W Europe  - who as late as the 4th C still spoke their original Celtic language as well as Greek.  It seems that Paul’s missionary journeys among the Galatians must have spread through friends, relatives and trade contacts west until it reached the UK.
AD 500-1500 The Dark Ages
A powerful new religion erupted in the Arabian Peninsula in during the 6th C and spread rapidly into the heartlands of Christianity.  Islam became a scourge for the church – a church that had become increasingly inward focused and concerned about political power.
Mohammad was born in 570 and experienced his first visions and messages around 610.  By the time of his death, 22 years later, he had released a movement that engulfed most of the places where the Church was established.  Only remnants of the once strong church survived.  By 700, Muslin armies had reached the Atlantic and penetrated deep into Western Europe, Central Asia and India.  This wide arc of territory restricted Christianity to a section of Europe, where the influence of the Gospel spread quite rapidly but for 1000 years major missionary advance beyond the area was prevented.
The period stretching from Constantine to the Reformation was a very difficult time for Christian Mission.  There was division and increased formalism and ritualism in the church.  The church in Europe had gained much power but this became a corrupting influence.  Most serious of all was the eclipse of the true Gospel with the emergence of a faith based on works.  However, even in this dark period, as in the days of Elijah, God preserved a remnant of followers who sought to teach and live out the truth.  A few of them include:
Columba: (521-597)
In 563 Columba, an Irishman who was related to the royal family in Ireland took the Gospel to Scotland.   He was a monk who had a huge missionary heart.  At the invitation of King Conall of Argyll he crossed to the Island of Iona and established a monastery there – it was more like a mission station than a monastery.  Together with 12 other monks he founded a number of monasteries before his death 34 years later.  His followers travelled widely across Scotland and Northern England sharing the Gospel, planting and establishing churches and schools.
Boniface (Wynfrith of Credition): (680-754)
He was described as “a man who had a deeper influence on the history of Europe than any Englishman who has ever lived.”[footnoteRef:1] Boniface was gifted with great organisational skills as well as fired by a passionate conviction to preach the Gospel of Christ.  In 715 he was sent by Pope Gregory II to evangelise the northern Germanic tribes and brought many missionaries from England to assist him.  He was murdered while in his 70s during one of these missionary expeditions. [1:  Dawson, C qtd by Neill, S A History of Christian Missions Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1965, p74] 

Francis of Assisi: (1182-1226)
This saintly man caught a glimpse of the missionary heart of God.  At a time when so much of the church was throwing her energies into putting Muslims to the sword, Francis made 3 separate attempts to reach these same Muslims with the Gospel of peace, visiting Morocco, Spain, Egypt and Palestine as an ambassador for Christ.  Sadly his efforts made little impact.
Ramon Lull (1235-1316)
Stephen Neill descried him as “one of the greatest missionaries in the history of the church”[footnoteRef:2].  Lull was born on the island of Majorca and converted at the age of 18.  He was confronted by Islam to the west and south, in Spain and North Africa.  He founded a missionary training school and language centre in Majorca and devoted the past 50 years of his life to missionary work, including travels to Tunis and Algeria.  He was the first Christian theologian of the Middle Ages to write in other languages than Latin, these included Catalan and Arabic.  He wrote “missionaries will convert the world by preaching, but also through the shedding of tears and with great labour and through bitter death.”  He paid the ultimate price himself after preaching the Gospel to a crowd of angry Muslims in North Africa. [2:  Neill, S A History of Christian Missions Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1965, p134] 

Peter Waldo (1140-1217)
Waldo was a successful merchant banker who lived in the French city of Lyon early in the 12th C.  He was converted in 1175, having been challenged to think seriously about eternal matters following the death of a guest at a dinner party.  By this time the Bible had been translated into his local dialect and it was through reading Matthew 19:21 that Waldo decided to sell everything he owned and become an itinerant preacher.  Soon a group gathered around him and they became known as the “poor men of Lyon”.  Travelling in pairs they carried the good news of Jesus across France and into Italy and Austria. 
Waldo became a catalyst for many people who had already founded their faith and practice on scripture and also others, who through preaching had believed in Christ.  One such group lived in the Alpine valleys of northern Italy and inspired by the example of Waldo they began to reach out to other areas with the Gospel.
The Waldensian movement was characterized from the beginning by lay preaching, voluntary poverty and strict adherence to the Bible. In 1175 to 1185 Peter Waldo either commissioned a cleric from Lyons to translate the New Testament into the vernacular, the Arpitan (Franco-Provençal) language or was himself involved in this translation work.  Regardless of the source of translation, he is credited with providing to Europe the first translation of the Bible in a 'modern tongue' outside of Latin.[6]
In 1179, Waldo and one of his disciples went to Rome where they were welcomed by Pope Alexander III, and the Roman Curia. They had to explain their faith before a panel of three clergymen, including issues which were then debated within the Church, eg, the universal priesthood, the gospel in the vulgar tongue, and the issue of self-imposed poverty. The results of the meeting were inconclusive, and Waldo's ideas, but not the movement itself, were condemned at the Third Lateran Council in the same year, though the leaders of the movement had not been yet excommunicated.
Driven away from Lyons, Waldo and his followers settled in the high valleys of Piedmont, and in France, in the Luberon, as they continued in their pursuit of Christianity based on the New Testament. Finally, Waldo was excommunicated by Pope Lucius III during the synod held at Verona in 1184, and the doctrine of the Poor of Lyons was again condemned by the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215 where they are mentioned by name for the first time, and regarded as heresy.  The Roman Catholic Church began to persecute the Waldensians, and many were tried and sentenced to death in various European countries during the 12th, 13th, and 14th centuries. These Christians persisted by fleeing to the Alps and hiding there. Centuries after Waldo's death, this Christian movement connected with the Genevan or Reformed branch of the Protestant Reformation.  In many ways they were a for-runner of the Reformation.
AD 1500-1700: The Reformation
By the end of the Dark Ages much of the Christian faith had become shrouded in superstition and false teaching.  Islam was firmly entrenched than ever across many nations.
However, the Reformation came like a great light breaking into the darkness of spiritual ignorance.  Men like Luther, Calvin and Knox began to speak out against the idolatry, corruption and false teaching of the Roman Catholic Church and looked to the Bible as the sole authority for the Christian Faith.
The effect of the Reformation on the Church’s response to the great commission was essentially two-fold.
1. The Reformation restored to the Church the great truths of personal salvation through Jesus Christ and a return to a committed study of the Bible.  This in turn influenced people’s lifestyle and character – there was transformation – and led to strong preaching based of salvation by grace alone.  This new theology gave a fresh impetus to the whole cause of world mission.
2. The Reformation coincided with the invention of new printing technology in Germany which produced a revolution in communication – it was the internet of the Middle Ages.  By the year 1550, 6 million books had been printed in Europe.  This was vital to the Reformation because it brought the Bible to the fore and made it available to the masses.  Up till this time it was the clergy and the church who controlled what people knew and believed as scripture was mostly in Latin.  Now it was there for all to read and to understand.  (Ethiopian Orthodox Church example today).  Later the printing presses also helped spread the teachings of the Reformers through many books and tracts that were written.
During the 16th and 17th C the all-consuming challenge for the Church was to put her own house in order.  This was a period of dynamic debates on theological issues across Europe as the new protestant movement sought to put its own belief into action.  But this does not mean there was no missionary activity during this time – much was achieved.
AD 1700-1910 Men of God Passionate about Mission
It was at the turn of the 17th C that world mission was once again taken up with renewed vigour by the Reformed Church.  In 1701 ‘The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts’ was founded – it was the first Anglican Missionary society.  They made sporadic attempts to propagate the Gospel among the unreached of America, the West Indies and West Africa but without much success.  Underlying the failure was a lack of real commitment and vision for those outside the Church and ultimately there was a lack of resources.
It is good to look at some of the remarkable individuals at this time who influenced greatly the cause of World mission.  Most of these people were operating outside the Church hierarchy but with a passion to spread the Gospel among people who had never before heard of Jesus.  It seems that those in the Protestant Church were consumed by internal issues like authority and control and ignored the needs mission.
Count Zinzendorf (1700-1760)
Zinaendorf was a young Aristocrat at Halle University who had a growing burden for the world to hear the Gospel.  He was described as ‘the first in modern times on whose heart lay day and night the desire that all the ends of the earth might see the salvation of God’.
In 1724 Zinzendorf founded a community of persecuted refuges in Moravia, calling it ‘Herrnhut’ meaning the ‘Lord’s Watch’.  His intention was that it would be a place where living Christianity could be extended to the whole world through two means – renewal to the existing Church and outreach to the unreached.
The first 2 or 3 years of its existence were characterized by squabbles and dissension, until Zinzendorf and three other committed themselves to pray for the whole community.  Before long the tide turned, bitterness and prejudice were replaced by deep repentance and love.  One momentous day in 1727, as the community was celebrating the Lord’s Supper, the Holy Spirit came on the gathering and a great revival began that was to touch many corners of the world.  The little Herrnhut community adopted an ambitious world-wide strategy and in the last 20 years of his life sent out 226 members to overseas work.  They achieved more in world mission than all the Protestant Churches combined had accomplished in the previous 200 years.  Over a period of 150 years, 2000 of the community members were sent out as missionaries of the Gospel.  One in sixty of these Moravian Christians became missionaries – at one point the ratio was 1:12 in the community – this compared with 1:5000 in the rest of the Protestant Community.
In 1727 Moravian missionaries were sent to West Indies; in 1733 to Greenland; in 1724 to the Amercian Indians; in 1735 to Surinam and in 1736 to South Africa.  This was a fantastic achievement, with ‘nobodies’ meeting impossibilities and seeing miracles.  The first 2 missionaries walked to their ship in Copenhagen because they had no money available for the overland trip from Moravia.
After the ‘Moravian Pentecost’ a prayer vigil was started.  Each hour of the day was allotted to one of 24 prayer pairs so that day after day, night after night, for over 100 years a continual flow of prayer for world evangelization and revival ascended. 
There followed a great spiritual awakening on both side of the Atlantic which lasted throughout the century under John Wesley, George Whitefield and others.  Thousands of new converts were gathered into praying congregations.  In 1724 a ‘Concert of Prayer’ was called by Scottish Ministers in Cambuslang with special meetings of prayer for revival, evangelism and mission.  The call was also taken up by Jonathan Edwards in New England, USA where revival also came. 
William Carey (1761-1834)
One of these concerts of prayer was held in Kettering, Northants, where one of leaders was William Carey, a shoe maker and strict Baptist Pastor.  From boyhood he had been fascinated by the wider world and on his conversion, God used this to burden his heart with the unreached nations of the world.  He systematically gathered as much information as he could on the religious state of the world and plotted it onto a large leather map in his workshop.
In 1792 Carey wrote a treatise called ‘An enquiry into the Obligations of Christians to use Means for the Conversion of the Heathen’ in which he confronted the hyper-Calvinism of the day, arguing that ‘if Moravians could send missionaries – why not strict Baptist?’  His fellow clergy were much less keen than Carey but he kept bringing the matter to their fraternal.  At their meeting in May 1892 Carey preached a sermon on Isaiah 54:2-3 and cried, ‘Expect great things, attempt great things.’
The well known words ‘from God’ and ‘for God’ allegedly did not appear until some 25 years later.  His pamphlet on the state of the world showing that seven ninths of the world’s population was still unreached met with the usual unsympathetic response from his fellow ministers.  Carey turned to one of his colleagues, Andrew Fuller, gripped his arm and exclaimed, ‘is nothing again going to be done sir?’  Fuller suddenly reconsidered and converted to the cause and others followed.  Four months later the Baptist Missionary Society was founded and in June 1793 Carey and his family left for India, never to return.
Carey’s missionary policy was based on 5 main principles:
1. The widespread preaching of the Gospel by every method possible.
2. Support of the preaching by the distribution of Scripture in the language of the country.
3. The establishment, at the earliest opportunity, of a church.
4. A profound study of the background and thought of the non-Christian people.
5. The training, at the earliest possible moment, of an indigenous ministry.
He waited 7 years for his first convert and suffered enormous setbacks and difficulties but Carey achieved notable success in each of these areas.  On one occasion a fire destroyed the results of many months of translation work in several languages, yet with a believing determination he set about the work again.
Carey’s achievements in Bible translation are remarkable.  He translated the entire Bible into 6 languages; the NT and part of the OT into another 5; the NT alone into 5 more; and one or more of the Gospels into yet another 5. In all he worked on 34 languages – an immense achievement.
Carey’s emphasis was on an organised effort in the form of missionary societies and this was essential to the success of the missionary enterprise.  In the first 25 years after Carey sailed to India, 12 missionary societies were formed and by the end of the 1800s, every nominally Christian country and almost every denomination had begun to play its part.  In America, the ‘Haystack Prayer Meeting’ was begun by a group of college students who were stirred by Carey’s ‘Enquiry’ and this led to a vibrant and fruitful student mission movement.  There followed years of rapid missionary expansion with missionaries reaching into Japan, Korea, China, South East Asia, the Muslim world and the African interior.
Adoniram Judson (1788-1850)
Judson was the first American overseas missionary.  He left for Burma in 1813 and served for 35 years with scarcely a break.  He mastered the Burmese language and script, translating and revising the Burmese NT and OT and preached regularly.  He worked for 5 years before he saw his first convert and during the Anglo-Burmese was kept for 18 months in a squalid prison as a suspected spy.
David Livingstone (1813-1873)
Inspired by his meeting with Dr Robert Moffat who was a missionary to Africa and was to become his father-in-law, Livingstone set sail for Africa in 1840.  Penetrating into the previously unexplored heartland of this vast continent, Livingstone constantly fought against the slave trade and opened new and better routes into central Africa.  Though remembered today primarily as a great explorer and geographer, he never lost sight of his primary mission.  ‘I am a missionary, heart and soul’, he once said.  ‘God had only one son and he was a missionary and a physician.  A poor, poor imitation of him I am or wish to be.  In his service I hope to live, in it I wish to die.’
Hudson Taylor (1832-1905)
Taylor, a Yorkshireman, realized that all existing mission agencies were confined to the coastlands areas of the continents like Africa and Asia.  Having spent a few years in China under the auspices of the Chinese Evangelisation Society, Taylor returned to England where he formed a new society, the China Inland Mission, praying that God would raise up 24 missionaries for China – 2 for each of the 11 unoccupied provinces and 2 for Central Asia.  Workers came from different denominations and were readily accepted provided that they held to the full inspiration of Scripture and looked only to God for the provision of their needs – there were to be no appeals for finances.  He also requested that each missionary wear Chinese dress and go to the interior of the country.  In 1870 the number of missionaries stood at 33 and rose to well over 1000 by the end pf the century.  He sought to be intentionally contextual in his approach. 
Roland Bingham 1872 to 1942
Soudan Interior Mission (SIM) began in 1893. Three 22 year old, Walter Gowans, Roland Bingham from Canada (born in the UK), and American Thomas Kent, had a vision to evangelize the 60 million unreached people of sub-Saharan Africa.  Unable to interest established missions—most of which said reaching the Soudan was impossible - the three set out on their endeavour alone. 
Malaria overtook all three.  Gowans and Kent, respectively died of dysentery fever in 1894, 6 months after arriving in Lagos, Nigeria.  Bingham returned to Canada alone a broken man at the loss of his dear friends. On his second attempt, he caught malaria again and was forced to go return home. Unable to return to Africa due to his health, Bingham sent out a third team and set up a support base for them in the USA and Canada.  This team successfully established a base 225 miles (364 km) inland at Patigi in 1902.  From there, the work of SIM began in Africa.  Great sacrifice was involved in seeing the work established.
The current SIM International Director, the successor to Roland Bingham, is now a Nigerian – Dr Joshua Bogunjoko.
Summary
These heroic pioneer missionaries faced innumerable problems.  Among them were;
1. Translation
a. This was a long process but has been perhaps the greatest single factor in the spread of the Christian faith in the past 300 years.  For people to read, hear and study God’s word in their heart language is a powerful witness.
2. Illness and death
a. Tropical diseases claimed many lives and one requirement for new missionaries was often their own coffin
b. Between 1835 and 1870, 35 missionaries went to Ghana but only 2 lived for more than 2 years.
3. Politics
a. There were frequent tangles with colonial and local rulers.
The key mission characteristics of this period were:
1. The birth of Mission Agencies working outside the Church
2. A passion for the unreached
3. Willingness of workers to make great sacrifices
4. Interdenominational
5. International
6. Clear evangelical statement of faith
7. Translation of the scripture into local languages
8. Faith concept in fund raising. 
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