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The New Testament Survey course is in two parts.

1. The monthly lectures continue on from the first year Old Testament Survey class, covering the book of Revelation in detail in order to conclude the theme of God's plan of redemption for mankind.

2. Monthly homework using the Benware textbook will cover the structure of the New Testament and each book in detail.

Revelation

Introduction

Written by John the apostle about 95AD.  At this time, Domitian was emperor of the Roman Empire.  Christian persecution extended to Asia and on this account, John the apostle was exiled to the island of Patmos.  In this darkest hour, this great revelation was disclosed to the Apostle John

Style

1. Symbolic – from the Greek work sumbolon.  

The phrase in 1.1 “he made it known” is the Greek verb sesemanen.  It means to make known by signs or symbols.  The Greek word sumbolon is from syn meaning together and ballein meaning to throw.  The meaning of the word, thus is to throw together.  This can be demonstrated in Chapter 17 where the woman rides the beast.  The woman is the apostate church.  The beast is the revived Roman empire and its rulers.  By the use of this symbol, therefore, a very accurate picture is portrayed for all ages of the various influences which will govern the planet at the end of the age.

2. Apocalyptic - from the Greek word apokalupsis.  This again is from apo – away from, to send off and kaluptein – to hide.  Thus, in this remarkable book we are given revelation i.e., an unveiling, a disclosure. 

Revelation can only be understood from Scripture.  

Revelation has 404 verses.  278 of these verses allude to Old Testament scriptures.  There are no formal quotations contained in the book of Revelation, but the allusions to Old Testament verses are obvious.  Thus, the book of Revelation can only be understood when the Old Testament Scriptures have been mastered.  The books which are especially in focus are Daniel, Isaiah, Ezekiel and the Psalms.  However, New Testament books are also alluded to: Matthew and Luke, I & II Corinthians, Colossians, Ephesians, Galatians, I Peter and James.

Revelation’s place in Scripture.  

The book is the climax of many lines of prophecy running through both testaments.  Thus, this great book is the terminus of the revelation record.

Always remember the dominate themes of Scripture i.e. the unfolding of Genesis 3.15, the crushing of Satan and his kingdom.  Furthermore, the sacred Scriptures are the book of the coming kingdom of Messiah Jesus.  It will be discovered that this is revealed in the coming Day of the Lord.

The Biblical background to Revelation.

The Foundation.  1 Timothy 1.17  “Now unto the king eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God be honour and glory forever.”

An eternal king requires the following:

1. An eternal throne i.e., a universal throne which is linked to the sovereignty of God.

2.   An eternal kingdom

3. A domain

4. Willing subjects

5. The act of rulership.

The Bible discloses two domains which God rules over.  

Domain #1  Heaven. 

 The subjects are angels.  In eternity past, God appointed a mediatorial ruler – see Ezekiel 28.11-17.  This mediatorial ruler is referred to as the anointed or Messiah cherub.  The Scriptures disclose that this mighty angelic ruler rebelled against almighty God.  His manifesto is disclosed in Isaiah 14.12-14.  This mighty, angelic being desired to be like the Most High (verse 14).  This indicates that his aim was not just to possess the mediatorial throne in heaven, but God’s universal throne.

Domain #2 Planet Earth.  

The subjects are man.  Man, like Satan, was given mediatorial rulership – see Genesis 1.26.  Man was made in the image of God and given dominion over planet earth.  The Scriptures disclose that man subsequently rebelled, succumbing to the lie of Satan.  In essence, it was that Satan’s kingdom was preferable to God’s kingdom.

The purpose of man’s rulership was to operate a Theocracy under God.  The result of man’s rebellion and with him siding with Satan in his rebellion was the production of a Satanocracy which will operate on planet earth until God’s Messiah; the appointed Mediatorial ruler will crush the Satanocracy and restore a Theocracy on the planet.

God’s promise to crush Satan’s rule and restore the Theocracy to the planet.  Genesis 3.15

It will be noted in this remarkable verse, that God addressed the serpent.  God’s disclosure to Satan was that the seed of the woman would crush the head of the serpent.  The Hebrew noun indicates that it is also the rulership of Satan which will be crushed, namely his Satanocracy. However, God disclosed that the serpent would bruise the heel of the seed of the woman.  Such a bruising from a serpent would cause death, indicating that the seed of the woman would suffer death in order to restore God’s kingdom.

In spite of the present Satanocracy, God’s universal kingdom still operates – see the testimony of David - Psalm 145.13 “Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.”

God’s programme of redemption.

1. God’s covenant with Abraham  Genesis 12.1-3

This covenant with it’s subsequent amplifications indicates that God will reverse all the damage caused by man’s rebellion.  The covenant was of a unilateral nature and was confirmed with an oath.  Thus, the covenant depends on God’s faithfulness.

2. The Mosaic covenant.  

This covenant accompanied the setting up of a limited form of a Theocracy.  God ruled the nation of Israel.  The commencement of the Theocracy was seen by the very presence of God, the Shekinah glory and the ending of the Theocracy was witnessed when that same glory removed from the temple.  The Mosaic covenant was bilateral.  It depended not just on the faithfulness of God, but also on the faithfulness of the people of Israel.  The governing principle of this limited form of Theocracy was law.  The covenant with its governing principle brought condemnation.  Blessings and curses were provided for under the terms of the covenant and Israel is still under the curses of this system.

3.  The covenant of the return.  

This covenant was made with Israel and indicates that once the Mosaic covenant curses have run their course, Israel will be restored to the Promised Land in the form of a Theocracy.  Again, this covenant is unilateral.

4. The Davidic Covenant.  

David was promised that the seed of the woman would come from his line.  And this ruler would restore the Theocracy and rule from Jerusalem.  The covenant was unilateral and was confirmed with an oath.

5. The New Covenant.  

This is set out in Jeremiah 31.   The new covenant would set aside the Mosaic covenant and provide forgiveness, regeneration and the indwelling Holy Spirit.  The new covenant provides better promises and a better sacrifice – see Matthew 26.28 “For this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”

The coming of the seed of the woman.  

This took place at our Lord’s first advent.  It was marked by the preaching of the gospel of the kingdom only to Israel.  Thus, it is shown that Israel must repent and accept their appointed Messiah before the Mediatorial kingdom under the rule of Messiah Jesus can be re-established on planet earth.  The God-appointed Mediatorial ruler was rejected by Israel.

1. They rejected the appointed Messiah.  The cry of the rulers of Israel was that they did not want this man to rule over them and they declared to the ruling body that they had no king but Caesar.  This led to the heel of the seed of the woman being bruised i.e., Christ died on Calvary.  But as the Lord predicted, this was the inauguration of the New Covenant.  Redemption was provided.

2.  Israel also rejected the New Covenant and ministry of the Holy Spirit. Christ warned the nation that blaspheming the Holy Spirit would put that generation beyond the pale and that there would be no further remedy.  After the Lord’s resurrection, the Lord spoke to the disciples for forty days concerning the things of the kingdom.  Note the importance of this major Bible theme.  Acts 1.6 – the natural question of the disciples was when would the kingdom be restored to Israel?  Vs. 7 The Lord disclosed that the times and seasons are in God’s hands.  The “times” probably suggest the times of the Gentiles as disclosed in Daniel 9.  The “seasons” suggest the feasts of Israel.  These feasts are enumerated in Leviticus 23 and are an outline of the sacred calendar of redemption.  There are 7 feasts:  1 – Passover, 2 – Unleavened bread, 3 - Firstfruits, 4 – Pentecost.  All of these prophetic feasts were fulfilled on the exact day.  With regard to the Passover, also at the exact hour. – 3pm on 14 Nisan.  The remaining feasts 1 – trumpets, 2 – atonement, 3 – Tabernacles are yet to be fulfilled.   These feasts prophesy the re-gathering of Israel – Trumpets; the repentance of Israel - The Day of Atonement; the setting up the Millennium kingdom – Feast of Tabernacles.

The Offer of the Kingdom to Israel Following Calvary.

Act 3.19 indicates that the nation had to repent.  Vs 21 discloses that if the nation did repent, then the times of restitution would be established.  The word restitution is 2 Greek words - palin genesia.  It means genesis again.  Note that Peter makes reference to the Old Testament prophets.

Israel’s Answer

This is disclosed in Acts 7.54-60 with the stoning of Stephen.  Note that Stephen saw heaven opened and the Lord standing at the right hand of God the Father.  This indicates that our Lord was ready to come to set up the Theocracy. 

The Church Age

After the stoning of Stephen, which was Israel’s final answer to God, it is revealed in Acts 11.19-22 that Gentiles were saved.  Thus was ushered in the Church Age and the Day of Grace - see Romans 11.32.  During this period of time, Israel has been deliberately set aside by God, and gathered out from both Jews and Gentiles; the Lord is choosing a bride which will share Christ’s rulership throughout eternity.

The Church Age will End and the Covenants of Israel will be Fulfilled. – see Romans 11.25-26.

At that stage, the crushing of Satan’s head will take place i.e., his rulership and the kingdom of Messiah Jesus will be established.

The Crushing of Satan’s head.  

This event will take place during a period known as “the Day of the Lord”.  

1. This is based on the concept of a Jewish day.  See Genesis 1.5 – “and the evening and the morning were the first day”.

Thus the night or dark period of the Day of the Lord will present Divine wrath.  The day or light period of the Day of the Lord – Divine blessing.

2. God has a purpose in world history.  To demonstrate His sovereignty as king of the universal kingdom and mediatorial kingdom, God must have His day - see Isaiah 2.10-22.  This day will include the eviction of Satan from heaven and earth and will bring unprecedented judgements followed by Divine blessing.

3. There is a set time on the Day of the Lord.  Seven years of judgement - equivalent to darkness; one thousand years of blessing - equivalent to light.

4. The church will not experience judgement.  It will experience the day of blessing.

5. The church will culminate with the Rapture.  I Thess. 4.5

6. The judgement period will follow the Rapture.

7. The kingdom will consist of the church, the bride of Christ, Israel, raised in immortal bodies, Gentiles in mortal bodies.

The Broad outline of the Book of Revelation.

Chapters 1-3 Conditions that will prevail during the Church Age.  

That is the period from Pentecost to the Rapture.  In this section, nineteen references are made to the church and three to Israel.

Chapters 4-18 This is the night or judgement period of the Day of the Lord.  

The period will last seven years - from the Rapture, or soon after the Rapture, to the second coming of Christ.  There are twenty-six references to Israel and none to the Church.

Chapters 19-22 Events from the Second Coming to the future eternal state. 

Period – one thousand years, then eternity.  One reference to Israel, six references to the church.

The Day of the Lord, therefore, covers the period from the rapture of the Church which will bring in the seven years of judgement, the second coming of Christ followed by the one thousand years of blessing and the Great White Throne Judgement Rev. 20.11-15.  These specific divisions of the book are set out in 1.19

1. “Now write what you have seen.”  This will be dealt with under the title: I.  The preparation of the prophet – his past vision 1.1-20

2. “What is.”  This will be dealt with under the title: II.  The preparation of the people – their present condition  2.1-3.22

3. “And what is to take place after this.”  The publication of the prophecy – the future expectation  4.1-22.21

Thus 1.19 provides the clear divisions between the three sections of the prophecy.

The preparation of the prophet – his past vision 1.1-20

A.  Prologue 1.1-8.  This chapter describes how the prophet was prepared.  The vision of Christ was crucial in John’s preparation.  This was the case with Isaiah (see chapter 6).

1. Preface  1.1-3 

Verse 1 

a. “The revelation of Jesus Christ”.  The Greek word apocalypse makes reference to taking away a cover.  Thus, Jesus will take a way a cover enabling us to see what has not been seen previously.  With regard to Christ’s title and name: Jesus means Jehovah saves.  The title Christ or Messiah refers to God’s Anointed.  Thus the scene is set for God’s anointed to set up the Millennial kingdom.  This is what Christ receives from the Father – see Luke 19.15.  It is this same kingdom which will eventually be delivered up to God once every enemy is crushed (1 Cor. 15.24).

b. “which God gave Him” i.e., God the Father.  The aorist tense is used; thus, this is one great revelation.

c. “to show to his doulos slaves” that is, all of God’s people Romans 6,7&8 point out that we were once doulos slaves to sin.  We are now doulos slaves to God.  This is in fact, a great compliment to God’s saints.

d. “the things that must happen soon”.  The content of the book is the coming kingdom.  The Bible is thus the book of the coming kingdom.  Daniel predicted four world empires, then Messiah’s kingdom.  In Dan 2.28, Daniel makes reference to the latter days, and in verse 29, what shall come to pass hereafter.  At the time of the writing of the revelation, the four world empires had made their appearance, and the book of Revelation therefore, looks on to end-time events.

The Lord predicted the same series of events – Matt 24.6, Mark 13.7, Luke 21.9.  “all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet”.

John’s revelation – the things that must happen soon.  Thus, John was pointing out the imminency of these events to take place.  Thus, what John predicts stands in readiness to be fulfilled.

e. The method of communication “through his angel (messenger)”  There are however occasions where the Lord communicates direct.

In view of this, the normal method of interpretation is to be used, although    symbols will be employed.  

Verse 2 – John the witness “the things which he saw”.  

There are three witnesses: 

1) The Word of God – that is, all previous Scripture

2) Jesus Christ (all of the Old Testament prophecies and predictions concerning Him, the kingdom miracles, His presentation of Himself to Israel on Palm Sunday, etc. )  

3) What John actually saw.  Point 3 is in the aorist tense and also the past prophetic tense.  In other words, John saw them as actually having all been accomplished.  Thus, the prophecy is certain.  

Verse 3 – the practical purpose of the revelation 

a. blessing – the Greek work makarios means to be enriched see Matt. 5.3-12.  

b.  “the ones who read and hear THE WORDS”  Thus, the normal grammatical meaning has to be employed, subject of course to the rules governing symbols.  

c.  “of the PROPHECY”, thus the book is essentially predictive.  

d.  “KEEP THE THINGS WRITTEN”, that is, they are to be pondered and given heed to and obeyed.  

e.  “the time (kairos) is at hand”.  This is a technical term relating to eschatological events.  This phrase again suggests imminency. 

2. Address and Doxology 1.4-6  

Verse 4

A.   The addressees. 

“The seven churches in Asia”.  Why these seven churches?

1. Seven represents completeness, and thus suggests the completed Church Age, that is from Pentecost to the Rapture.  (Other passages with seven suggest completeness: 7 feasts of Israel, 7 kingdom parables, 7 seals, 7 trumpets, 7 vials).

2. The sample of the churches and their condition in John’s time and at all times in church history.  

3. The historical progression of the spiritual condition of the church during the Church Age.  

B. “grace and peace”  Grace means God’s unmerited favour.  This has come to us through the terms of the New Covenant which was provided through the precious blood of Christ.  Peace, the Greek word ereirene, means to bring together.  

C.  “from the one who is and was and is coming”.  This makes reference to God the Father and God the Son “I and the Father are One.”  

D. “From the seven spirits before His throne”.

Verse 2 - seven lamps; verse 10 - seven eyes.  Also in Rev. 4.5-7 reference is made to seven lamps.  Also in Zech. 3.8-10 – verse 8 speaking about the Branch, represents the Lord’s first coming; verse 9 the stone makes reference to Christ’s second coming.  Notice this reference to seven eyes which equates to the seven spirits of God.  In this present age, there is a five-fold work of the Holy Spirit in the church:

1. Regeneration 

2. Baptism

3. Indwelling

4. Sealing

5. Filling. 

The seven-fold work represents completeness of the work of the Holy Spirit.  Added to the five, there will be

6. Resurrection and 

7. Glorification.  

Verse 5 “from Jesus Christ”.  From now on, our Lord’s title is Jesus, glorified humanity, the seed of the woman and of Abraham, Christ the Messiah.  Three titles should be noted 

1. The Faithful and True Witness – remember the terms of the Davidic Covenant. Psalm 89 is a striking commentary on the Davidic Covenant see 2 Samuel 7.8-16.  This phrase is an allusion to Psalm 89.33-37.  “It (Davidic Covenant) shall be established forever like the moon, and the witness in the sky is faithful.” 

2. The Firstborn from the Dead.  This indicates rank.  Again, this makes reference to the Davidic Covenant Ps. 89.27.  The Lord is David’s seed, his firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth - see 1 Cor. 15.20-23.  

3. The Ruler of the Kings of the Earth.  See again Ps 89.27.  Note in our Lord’s Prayer, we are to pray for the Lord’s kingdom to come.  

These three titles are related to Messiah’s kingdom.  The Father’s mediatorial ruler.

THE DOXOLOGY - verse 5b “to the one who continually loves us and has loosed us from our sins by His blood”.  This of course makes reference to the second person of the Godhead.  Jesus paid the ransom price in His own blood.  This truth will be enlarged in the concept of the scroll and our Lord’s position as kinsman redeemer.  Paul has the same thought in Romans 6.12-14.  Israel, the elect nation, will be released - Psalm 130.8 “and he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities”.  

Verse 6  “made as a kingdom of priests to his God Father”.  

Our first parents were appointed mediatorial rulers in Gen. 1.26 “let them have dominion”.  Notice that Eve is included – let them have dominion.  Thus the church, the bride of Christ, will rule with Christ.  Remember priests were mediatorial rulers – Zech. 6.13 “to him be glory, strength, dominion”.  This kingdom will be dominated by Christ’s glory.  He will be the only ruler and the only authority.  Note also the word dominion which is used in Gen. 1.26.  Thus, Satan’s rule will be crushed forever and Christ’s mediatorial kingdom will rule the planet.  This is in fulfilment of the Genesis 3.15 promise. 

3.    Theme:  1.7-8  

Verse 7 - this verse is the topic of the whole book of the coming of Jesus.  The verse makes references to two passages – Daniel 7.13 “behold He comes with the clouds and every eye shall see Him” and Zech. 12.10 “even those who pierced Him”, i.e., this event is also referred to also in Matt. 24.30 “all families on earth will mourn over Him” NB the universal aspect of this.  This will be on account of the wrath of the Lamb during the night period of the Day of the Lord.  “Even so Amen”, or Yes, Amen.  This is the guarantee that these events will take place.  Prior to the event of Christ’s return there will be gross moral darkness under the Satanic rule and his seed, the Antichrist see Isaiah 60.2.

Verse 8 - this is the Greek alphabet and makes reference to the Gentile world which God’s Messiah will rule.  “who is, who was, and who is coming THE ALMIGHTY”.  Thus, the great theme of Revelation is: The King is coming, the kingdom is coming.

Note there are two distinctive parts of the Divine coming.  

1 – For His saints, i.e., the rapture John 14.3, Phil 3.20, 1 Thess. 4.15-17, 1 Cor. 15.23.  This is followed by the seven year period of judgement i.e., the night period of the Day of the Lord. 

2 – With His saints.  Jude 14,  Zech. 14.5, Col 3.4, Rev 19.11-14.

B.  John’s Commission to Write  1.9-20

1. The first commission to write 1.9-11

Verse 9 - the place and position of John.

a Brother – John could have said an apostle, but this indicates his humility.

companion, the Greek work syn koinonos.  syn – together, koinonos – all things common.  Thus, John is pointing out that in so far as our position and future in Christ is concerned, as saints we have all things common

affliction (tribulations of the kingdom) and patience (endurance) of Jesus Christ).  It should be remembered that at the present time, there is a war of the kingdoms in process.  Satan is fighting every inch to establish his kingdom.  John is reminding us that the Lord is with us and Jesus endures these afflictions along with His saints.

In Patmos, as a prisoner.  The island was 10 miles long and 5 miles wide.  There is absolutely no complaint from John as to his position.

there for God’s word and the testimony of Jesus.  The measure which Satan went to to try and silence John is astonishing.  This is proof of the Devil’s hatred of prophecy.  

Verse 10 

“in the spirit”.  Remember God is outside the space-time domain.  See Ezekiel 1.1.  Ezekiel was in Babylon but he saw the heavens opened and he saw visions of God.  Ezekiel 8.3 “the spirit lifted me up between the earth and heaven and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem”.  Ezekiel 40.2  “and the visions of God brought He me unto the land of Israel and set me upon a very high mountain” i.e., Jerusalem.  Note carefully:  both Ezekiel and John were awake and fully conscious; both actually witnessed future events.

 “On the Lord’s Day”.  John is probably making reference to Sunday as the Lord’s Day, but he could also be making reference to the Day of the Lord into which he was transported.  However, in fact, the Day of the Lord visions do not commence until 4.1.  Thus, chapters 2 and 3 are something of a parenthesis. 

“the great voice of the trumpet”  this is a military trumpet so there is the suggestion of a command being involved.  

Verse 11 - the addressee – “I am Alpha and Omega”, again the Greek alphabet.

Thus, the message is predominately for Gentiles i.e., the Church age.  

“what you SEE, write in a parchment”.  This could have been about 15 feet long.  “To the seven churches”.  The churches are given in a clock-wise order.  Thus it suggests progression and time from Ephesus to Laodicea

2. The source of the commission 1.12-16 

Verse 12 – what John saw.  

a. seven golden lampstands - Matthew 5.15 refers to lighting a candle or oil lamp and putting it on a lamp stand.  It is when it is on the lampstand that it gives light to the house.  In the Old Testament, the menorah was one lamp with seven branches.  It will be thus in the millennium (Zech 4.2).  However, in the church age, there are seven separate golden lampstands.  Thus, each stand is God’s Divine method of ILLUMINATION.  Note that the lampstands are made of gold which always speaks of Divinity.  

Verse 13 

b.  the Divine person in the midst of the churches.  The titles of our Lord Jesus found in this passage are repeated in the first six churches in chapters 2 and 3.  There is no such title however in the Laodicean church.  It will be seen that this church largely consists of apostates who will be spewed out into the tribulation period.  Jesus is depicted as being outside this church.  Thus, this vision is most applicable to the Church dispensation.

The 10 attributes of the Divine Person

1. Son of Man - this links to Daniel 7.13.  The Lord made reference to this sixty years previously in John’s hearing see Mark 13.26.  This is a Messianic title and it will be seen to be related to the kinsman redeemer concept.

2. Clothed with a garment down to the foot.  This garment is worn by a priest/king/judge.

3. Girded at the breast with a golden girdle.  This was part of the priests garments (Exodus 28.4).  This is the same as Christ in Daniel 10.5.  Thus, again, we see our Lord is king/priest/judge.  See also Rev 15.6 - the angels with the last plagues of the bowl judgements had similar attire.  It thus signifies divine authority

4. Verse 14  “His head and his hair were white as wool”.  This alludes to Daniel 7.9 which makes reference to God the Father.  But remember Jesus said I and my Father are One.  This suggests the Ancient of Days,  but wool makes reference to the Lamb.  God’s holiness – “though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”

5. “His eyes as a flame of fire”.  This alludes to Dan. 10.6 and is repeated in Revelation 2.18 and 19.12.  This suggests supernatural intelligence and righteous wrath.

6. Verse 15  “His feet were like gleaming bronze as a glow in a furnace”.  Feet symbolise movement see Romans 10.15.  The feet, however, were of burning bronze, suggesting judgement  Thus, in the Day of the Lord, we see Christ’s movement in judgement

7. His voice was like the sound of many waters.  This was the same as God’s voice in Dan. 10.6. GOD’S WORD IS IRRESISTABLE

8. Verse 16  “he was holding in his right hand seven stars.”  More will be said about the seven stars later, but meanwhile it should be noted that this is the place of security - John 10.28-29.  In Daniel 12.3 we are given a hint of the identity of the stars – “They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever.”

9. “Out of his mouth went a sharp 2-edged sword.”  See Isaiah 11.4 and 2 Thess. 2.8,  The sword in reference to God’s Word is shown in Eph. 6.17, Heb. 4.12 see also Rev. 19.19-21.

10. “His countenance was as the sun shining in his strength.”  Matthew 17.2 refers to the transfiguration.  This glory will be seen in the face of Christ when he crushes Satan and takes up the mediatorial throne.  It will be recalled that the stars reflect his glory.  

Robert Thomas sums this part of the vision up most succinctly.  This first   vision of John then included an indication of Jesus’ Messianic office with his associates and functions: 1) judgement of the unrighteous and comfort of the suffering righteous,  2) this high rank befits him as an agent of imposing divine wrath - His activity in imposing that wrath,  3) his pre-existence along with God the Father, 4) His penetrating intelligence that enables him to perform righteous judgement, 5) his movement among the churches to enforce standards of moral purity, 6) his authority over the seven churches and the churches they represent.  7) his power to overcome his enemies and pronounce judgement upon them and his return to earth to implement judgement upon mankind.  

Verse 17 “and when I saw him, I fell at his feet as a dead one.”  This was Daniel’s experience (Dan. 10.7-9).  Remember how John at the last supper rested his head on Jesus’ bosom.  Seeing the Lord in his glory seemingly brought terror to the heart of John.

 “And he placed His right hand upon me.”  John was to discover that it was this same Jesus. The same took place at the transfiguration Matthew 17.7.  Jesus’ reassurance to John – “Stop fearing.  I AM the first and the last.”  John was to see that this was the Divine person and yet it was this same Jesus that he had loved and walked with during our Lord’s earthly ministry.  

Verse 18  “I am he that liveth and was dead and am alive forevermore.”  Remember that Christ is the firstfruits of them that slept.  The living Lord is the guarantee of the resurrection of the saints.  John pronounces a benediction – “Amen”, so be it.  

The declaration of Jesus’ authority - “and have the keys of hell and death”.  Keys represent undisputed authority.  See Is. 22.22 and Matt. 16.19.  Since Calvary, Satan has lost the power over Hades and death - see Heb. 10.14,  see 1 Cor. 15. 54-57.  Prior to Calvary, Hades had two compartments; one of them, containing the saved, was referred to as Abraham’s bosom see Luke 16.22-23 and Act 2.27.  Since Calvary, these souls have been released from the saved compartment of Hades and are now with the Lord.  

Verse 19 - the commission to write.  “Write therefore what thou hast seen.”  The word therefore is included in the Greek.  It was thus on the account of the vision that John was ordered and commissioned to write.  Note again the 3 sections: 1) “the things thou hast seen”, that is the glorified Messiah Jesus, the churches and the stars in his right hand, 2) “the things that are”, that is the church age (chapters 2 &3) and  3) “the things that shall be hereafter” (chapters 4-22).  This makes reference to Daniel’s 70th week, the millennium and the eternal state and it includes the period known as the Day of the Lord.  

Verse 20 - THE EXPLAINATION - 1) the seven stars and 2) the seven golden lampstands.  

1) The seven stars.  Referred to as a mystery, that is, something only revealed to the initiated. Angel is literally a messenger.  It denotes office and not nature see James 2.25 and Luke 7.24 etc. It also denotes representative see Matt 18.10 “their angels, that of children, do always behold the face of my Father who is in heaven”.  It was the same with Peter in Acts 12.15.  It has been noted that the stars are in the right hand of our Lord.  That is the place of absolute security.  They have the message of truth.  Three things should be noted about the stars: 1) the spiritual rule  2) the channel of Divine and human communication and 3) their moral representation before God.  Thus, it can be stated the stars are those who are the true children of God in each Church Age as opposed to the apostates.  That is, these stars are the light of the world.  

2)   The seven golden lampstands.  The churches down the successive ages of Church history.  The history of the churches can only be described as tragic.  However, the Lord gave the promise that He would build His church and the gates of hell would finally not prevail.

The preparation of the people – their present condition 2.1-3.22

A. The message to Ephesus, the church of loveless orthodoxy.  2.1-7

Introduction:  As we study the seven churches, it will be discovered that this is the unfolding of church history.   The Ephesian church, which commences the history of the church, is marked by loss of its first love.  This is the commencement of a decline which goes through the churches ending with the Laodicean church which is rejected on account of apostasy.  The first three churches are a unit and the last four a unit.  The first three churches are commanded to “repent from whence thou has fallen”.  The last four, the condition seems too far gone for a return to the first church condition; the only hope is Christ’s return.  The first three churches would appear to be consecutive, whereas the last four churches run concurrently up to the Lord’s return.  It still should be noted that the last four churches present the dominant feature for a specific period in church history; nevertheless, the traits found in these four churches will be apparent at the Lord’s return.

A general outline of the letters 

1) The one to whom the letters are addressed.  This is always the angel or messenger i.e., the true believers and also the specific location of the church.  

2) The enumeration of certain attributes of the speaker (these are derived from John’s vision in chapter one).  

3) The Lord’s complete knowledge of the church  

4) A description of the state of the church as from Christ’s perspective i.e., praise, promise, censure, warning.  

5) A promise of the Lord’s coming.  

6) A promise to the overcomer i.e., the true believer.  

7) The anticipation of the millennial kingdom.  

This order is not of course maintained to all the churches.

EPHESUS – THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH (A.D. 30 – 100) Rev. 2.1-7

Ephesus means desirable.

Historic Background:

1. Church began at Pentecost A.D. 32.  Jewish deacons were appointed.

2. There was early persecution - see for instance Saul and others.

3. Early expansion. The Samaritans and the Ethiopian believed.  Gentiles enter the church through Peter, after which, Saul comes to belief in the Messiah.

4. Further persecution at the hands of Herod Agrippa.  The apostles are specifically persecuted and James is executed.

5. After Stephen’s death, Gentiles believed in large numbers.  The church at Antioch - it was here that believers were first called Christians.  Paul and Barnabas ministered to this church and it became a sending church

6. First church council under James.  The decision from this council was that Gentiles do not need to become Jewish proselytes

7. Later expansion.  Paul’s four missionary journeys.  Paul builds the church at Ephesus, subsequently travels to Spain and thereafter is imprisoned.

8. The commencement of Roman persecution A.D. 64.  Peter and Paul murdered.

9. The destruction of Jerusalem A.D. 70.  At this time, Jewish Christians crossed Jordan and settled in Pella.  

10. A.D.  81-96.  Roman persecutions under Emperor Domitian.

11. The New Testament completed - mid 90’s A.D.  The New Testament would have commenced being written and revealed in the mid 40’s A.D.

12. End of the apostolic age.  Death of John - about A.D. 100.  During this period the church was strong, aggressive and growing.  There were churches located in every major city from Italy to the Euphrates, North Africa and Southern Mediterranean, also Britain and Spain in the West.  And considering the letters to the seven churches, it must be borne in mind that this is Christ speaking directly to the church.  

1. Verse 1  The address – the true believers i.e. the messenger at Ephesus.  This is the apostolic church 

2. The attributes of the speaker:

(a) He holds fast his people.

(b) He is in the midst of the churches.  Remember that Christ knows, He understands and cares.  This is the period of grace.

3. Verse 2  - The Lord’s complete knowledge of the church.  This positive knowledge – “I know your works, labour and endurance.”  Works here in the Greek means hard, difficult labour.  This can be seen in Paul’s work for the Lord along with many unknown believers.  The negative aspect – Christ cannot bear the evil ones and has tested them who call themselves apostles and found them liars.  In other words, these are tares sown by Satan.  Modern counterparts may be those people involved in signs and wonders who are not truly saved.  

4. A description of the state of the church.  Verse 3 – an enduring church, a persevering church. Verse 4 - the censure: the church had left its first love.  Note well the importance that Christ places to the first love of His people.  

5. Christ admonishes the church to remember and repent otherwise, the removal of the lampstand would be executed.  This does not, of course, refer to the loss of salvation by individual believers, but the removal of this aspect of the church as a witness for Christ.  Other aspects of the church:  verse 6 - the Church is noted for its hatred of the Nicolaitans.  The etymology of the word Nicolaitans is laity conqueror.  This was the commencement of the role of the clergy over the laity. It was not found in the first century church.  Verse 7 - The Holy Spirit applies the message of Christ to the church.  The following points should be noted:  The promise of eternal blessing.  This makes reference to the eternal state disclosed at the end of the book of Revelation.  Note that Christ makes reference to paradise and not Eden.  In Eden there was the question of testing and obedience.  The paradise referred to here, simply makes reference to eternal blessing.  

Summary – Commendations:  

1).  An evangelistic church  

2 2).  A patient church  

3 3).  A separated church  

4 4).  An orthodox  church  

5 5).  A persecuted, but persistent church 

6 6).  A pure church  

7 Condemnation: the church had left its first love - see John 17.  

B. The message to Smyrna, the church of martyrdom.  Rev. 2.8-11  

SMYRNA – THE MARTYRED CHURCH (A.D. 100-313)  Rev. 2.8-11

Smyrna means myrrh.

Historical background:  

1. At the commencement of this period of church history, chiliasm was taught.  Note that this form of teaching was derived from the apostolic period.  It included the future millennial kingdom and that the Old Testament prophecies concerning Israel would be fulfilled literally.

2. During this period, there was a time of Roman persecutions – 10 in number.  5,000,000 saints were murdered.  At today’s population level, this would represent 100,000,000 people being slain. 

3. The end of the persecution period – Constantine was made emperor in A.D. 306.  The edict of toleration was enacted in A.D.  313 entitled Edict of Milan.

4. A.D. 230 - the teaching of Origen.  This theologian read pagan philosophy, which suggests that all matter is evil.  At this time there was a rise in anti-Semitism.  Origen was the first theologian to allegorise the covenants God made with Israel.  He taught that the church is Israel and is thus the recipient of all the Old Testament covenants and promises that God made specifically with ethnic Israel. 

5. The title catholic (universal) church was applied to the organised church throughout the Roman empire.  

6. Apostolic succession advocated.  The primacy being given to Peter.  

7. Around A.D. 125, bishops were appointed.  

8. The teaching regarding eschatology started to be changed.  This factor altered the church’s view of its position as being pilgrims and strangers in the world.

9. By 313, the church was a large and well-organised establishment.  It could boast of some 60,000,000 members.

THE LOSS OF THE CHURCH’S FIRST LOVE IS BEGINNING TO BEAR BITTER FRUIT.

Self-love is beginning to emerge, which will be seen in the final form in the Laodicean church.  

1. Verse 8 -  the addressee: Smyrna, equivalent to myrrh.  This was a resinous gum used for embalming.  Thus, the name fits this church.  

2. The attributes of the speaker:  first and last, an attribute of Deity see Isaiah 41.4 and 44.6, 48.12.  This humanity which was dead and is alive again.  Remember, Jesus our Lord is the firstfruits of them that sleep.  Thus, this description of the Lord is fitting for the martyred church.

3. The Lord’s knowledge of the church: He walks in the midst of the lampstands.  Verse 9 

(a) works – this makes reference to the church’s tribulation and poverty.  Their works, recognised by God, was that they remained true to the Saviour. 

(b) tribulation (affliction) Greek word thlipsis means pressing or pressure especially on the spirit.  

(c) poverty – Greek word ptocheia.  It means destitution of an absolute nature.  It’s interesting that the Lord understands those going through such an experience.  Christ suffered for us - 2 Cor 8.9.

4. The church’s condition from heaven’s angle: “but thou art rich”.  The reason for the problem - would be Jews.  Remember Origen, the church is Israel.  The Lord describes this as the synagogue of Satan.  

 
The state of the church:

1) ”fear none of these things”, neither past, present or future.  The past had been bad, the future would get worse.  The Lord is saying don’t fear.  

2) “Satan has cast some of you into prison”  The tense is that he is keeping on casting them into prison.  “that ye may be tried” - the word means to prove, as gold is proved in a furnace.  Notice that God purifies in temptation see Job.  

3)  “tribulation” – there would be pressure ten days.  This may suggest a short or limited period; however, it should be noted that there were ten persecutions under Rome, during which time 5,000,000 Christians were slain.  

4) “be faithful unto death”.  This is in the present tense; literally, keep on being faithful unto death.  

5. Christ’s promise of the crown of life.  The word for crown is stephanos.  This was a crown awarded to victors at the games.  In the midst of this terrible period of persecution, Christ promises resurrection life.  Christ is the firstfruits of those raised.  

6. Promise to the overcomer.  Verse 10 The command to hear – note that not all of the Christians in Smyrna had ears to hear.  The ability to hear depends on our nature and our walk with the Lord.  The promise to the overcomer is that he will not be hurt by the second death, that is the lake of fire see Rev 20.6.  Genesis 2.17 makes reference to the second death.  Remember the overcomer is every true Believer.  

C. The message to Pergamom, the church of indiscriminate tolerance 2.12-17.  

PERGAMOM – THE INDISCRIMINATELY TOLERANT CHURCH

 (A.D. 314-590)  Rev. 2.12-17

Pergamom means marriage.  

Events during this period: 

1. The supposed conversion of Emperor Constantine – A.D. 313.

2. The Babylonian cult was centred at this time in Pergamom.  This was the mother and child cult commenced by the rebel Nimrod.  The shrine asklepios was also centred at Pergamom.  This was the god of healing.  They handled live snakes and the snake was the emblem of this false god.  Interestingly, this is the emblem of the National Health Service.  

3. The emergence of Roman Catholicism.  The claim was that the church was founded on Peter, supposedly the great bishop of Rome.  The bishop of Rome incumbent at that time claimed apostolic succession from Peter.  A.D. 445 - the Roman Emperor recognised the supremacy of the Roman bishop.  A.D. 440-461- Leo I took the title papas, i.e. pope.  He claimed authority over the universal church.  At this time, the church incorporated the Babylonian cult.  From this arose the veneration of Mary, the mother of God and queen of heaven.  Many statues of Mary depict her clothed with the sun and the moon under her feet, upon her head, a crown of 12 stars.  This is taken from Rev. 12.1.  This is similarly seen in many paintings of Mary.  Thus the position of Israel is ascribed to Mary and the Roman church. 

A brief background to the Babylonian cult:  Nimrod, according to ancient history, married Semiramis.  Nimrod was killed in the chase and a son was posthumously born to him. Deity was ascribed to the son and this was the commencement of the mother and child cult, which of course was centred in Babylon.  The child was called the promised messiah and was named Tammuz.  This is equivalent to Adonai, the Lord.  At one stage of Israel’s history, this cult was injected into Hebrew worship see Ez. 8.14.  This was incorporated to the extent that on the Jewish calendar, the fourth month is named Tammuz.

The cult incorporated into Christianity.  The pope is known as pontefex maximus.  This is literally, the chief keeper of the bridge i.e., between Satan and humanity.  Further Babylonian cult beliefs were incorporated, namely, purgatory, child baptism and regeneration, works not faith and many, many other heathen and cultic practices.  

4. Augustine 354-430.  He is famous for his writings, particularly the book City of God.  Augustine embraced Origen’s teaching regarding the church replacing Israel.  Thus, the covenants of Israel were reinterpreted and allegorised suggesting that the church is Israel.  Augustine also taught that the millennium is now commenced and Augustine expected the eternal state to be brought into being in the year A.D. 1000. Thus, the church was considered a Theocracy with rulership rights.  

5. The pope and Roman Catholicism seized on this doctrine using it to their advantage. 

6. The union of church and state became a fact.  The pope declared himself to be the vicar of Christ on earth and thus the supreme ruler.

It will later be discovered that a clash will occur between the antichrist and the apostate church.  This can only be understood properly by knowing the background of this aspect of the apostate church.

Note the Satanic attack: 

1) The false Satanic religion was injected into Christendom  

2) The Old Testament covenants with Israel were allegorised and thus set aside as far as the true meaning is concerned.  

3) A new theology emerged, namely, the church is the theocratic kingdom promised to Israel.  

Exposition – Rev. 2.12 

1. The address to the messenger (true saints) of the church (lampstand) at Pergamos. 

2. The attributes of the speaker: the one who speaks has a two-edged sword.  

Note the sword has 2 aspects:

 1 - deals with evil in God’s people Heb. 4.12.13. 

 2 - the sword is against every enemy of God Rev. 19.15-21.  

3. The Lord’s complete knowledge of the church:  verse 13  

(a) “I know thy works”

(b) “And where thou dwellest”.  This is a bad connotation.  The word dwellest is katoikio it means to settle down, to be at home.  Thus, God put his finger on the problem confronting this church.  Constantine in 324 issued edicts against paganism.  He sought by might and power to impose Christianity on the empire.  This was an incredibly subtle attack by Satan.  For the population, it was either the sword or baptism.  Many of the gorgeous heathen temples and vestments of the priests were consecrated for Christian service.  Pagan rites and ceremonies were adopted by the church.  

(c) “where Satan’s throne is”.  29 B.C. - Emperor worship set up.  This worship took over the ancient false Satanic religious system commenced by Nimrod.  This throne of Satan will be given to antichrist Rev. 13.1-2.  Thus, at the end times, there will again be worship of a Roman ruler as god.  

(d) “thou holdest fast my name” (nature).  The true believers trusted in God, i.e., His love, His honour, His faithfulness etc.  

(e) “hast not denied my faith” that is, God’s faithfulness.  God will be faithful regarding his covenants with Israel, His coming kingdom and with His bride, the church  

(f) “in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr (witness)”  that is, he held firm to the Scriptures.  Note he was slain and it was where Satan dwells.  The word is again katoikio  - Satan has settled down there.  

4. A description of the state of the church.  Verses 14-15  “ thou hast there Balaamites and Nicolaitans”  Apparently, these two groups were tolerated.  They were similar in many respects.  Balaam is composed of two words – Bala – he swallows and Am – the people.  Nicolaitans – laity conqueror, that is the take over of the clergy or conquerors of the people.  Verse 14 - the doctrine of Balaam – what was it?  He told Balac, a godless king to cast a stumbling block, skandalon, a trap, before the children of Israel - see Numbers 24.  24,000 were slain.  Thus, godless apostates were setting a trap for God’s people.  Similar to Balaam, the trap was idolatry and fornication.  At this particular time in church history, icons, crucifixes, shrines, relics were introduced.  But above all, the mass was practised, which is basically idolatrous.  These produced SPIRITUAL FORNICATION i.e., IT LINKED CHRISTENDOM WITH THE SATANIC WORSHIP SYSTEM.  Modern idolatry which has been incorporated into the apostate church is evolution - see Jeremiah 2.27.  

Three things should be noted:  

1)   this is the doctrine or teaching of Balaam, 

2) it is the way of Balaam see 2 Peter 2 “ he loved the wages of unrighteousness” 

3) the error of Balaam.  This was greed.  “Have run greedily after the error of Balaam for a reward”.  Note the progression:  first greed, then the way, then the doctrine.  

Verse 15 the Nicolaitans – they held this doctrine:  In Ephesus they hated the doctrine.  The antidote is John 13.13-15.  

5. The Lord’s coming.  Verse 16  “Repent”.  The judgement points to an immediate judgement and does not make reference to the rapture.  Paul was used thus with the Corinthian church see 2 Cor. 13.10 and 2 Cor. 10.10-11, see also 1 Cor. 5.1-5.

“But always speak the truth in love”.  A doctor once said, “I may hurt you, but I won’t harm you”.  Thus it should be when dealing with God’s people NB God makes war with anything which would defile the church.

6. A promise to the overcomer – verse 17 “he that has an ear, let him hear what the spirit says to the churches”.  Note well there is personal responsibility; if I have His nature, I will hear.  The overcomer is the true believer - 1 John 5.4.  

The promise:  1) Hidden manna  2 ) the white stone  3) a new name

1)  Hidden Manna – “I give” this comes from the Lord’s hand direct to His child.  The children of Israel had manna 12,500 mornings, but it was not hidden.  With regard to our Lord, He is the bread of God - John 6.33.  The golden pot of manna was hidden in the Ark of the Covenant 500 years when it was not seen.  See Ex. 16.33, Heb. 9.4.  But after the rapture, we will know Him even as we are known, that is by Him.  Note the type: the place of the manna was in the Ark of the Covenant.  This contained the law which was fulfilled in Christ;  however, the manna was under the mercy seat on which the blood was sprinkled, thus grace is bestowed. 

2) A white stone. - The use in the ancient world was both social and judicial.  

(a).  Socially, a host would indicate his appreciation of a guest by giving him a white stone with his name on it.  

(b).  Judicially, a white stone meant acquittal. 

3) A new name.  This has been described as the secret communication of love and intelligence between Christ and the overcomer.  A joy which no one can share; a token of appreciation and love.  In glory, the manna will depict our appreciation of all our Lord is.  Regarding the stone, the name will be a token of our Lord’s appreciation of us as overcomers Eph.1.18.

D. The message to Thyatira, the church of compromise 2.18-29.  

THYATIRA – THE CHURCH OF COMPROMISE (A.D.  590-1517)  

Rev. 2.18-29

Thyatira means continual sacrifice.  

The period was dominated by Roman Catholicism.

Events during this period.

Papal authority and influence increased.  A.D. 590–604, Gregory I, bishop of Rome.  He gained control of the churches in Gaul, Spain, Belgium, Britain, Africa and Italy.  He makes the Roman church the wealthiest and the political ruler.  During this period, the pope developed purgatory, transubstantiation, and the worship of saints.  During this period came the impact of Islam on Asia-Minor, North Africa, Palestine and Egypt.

700’s - The supposed donation of Constantine discovered.  It was supposed to have been enacted in the 300’s by Constantine.  It gave the bishop of Rome supreme authority over all Europe including emperors.  It gave the Roman bishop the emperor’s palace plus clothing and insignia of the emperor.  However, this was discovered to be a fraud in the 1400’s.

Christmas Day A.D. 800.  The pope crowned Charlemagne Emperor of the Romans.  It was declared the kingdom of God has two arms: one spiritual – the pope and one political – the emperor - and that they must help each other.  

Mid-1800 Isidorian Decretals.  These were supposed to be the decrees from Roman bishops since Peter.  They indicated the absolute supremacy of the pope over all church leaders and civil powers including the courts.

A.D. 830. The French monk Radbertus declared that the communion bread and wine changed into the body and blood of Christ.

1198-1216 Pope Innocent III.  He declared that God had committed the whole world to the pope, including civil rulers.

1294-1303 Pope Boniface VIII.  He declared there is no salvation apart from the Roman Catholic church and submission to the pope.

1305-1517 The Roman church declined.  During this period, pre-reformers emerged:  John Wycliffe (1324-1384) - he rejected the papacy and recognised the authority of the Scriptures.  John Huss (1369-1415) - he followed John Wycliffe and was subsequently burned at the stake.  1453 The fall of Constantinople to the Turks.  At this time, the Eastern orthodox church stagnated and reduced.

Introduction:  

This is the only church in which a woman is mentioned: Jezebel.  She was the wicked consort of Ahab.  This period in Israel’s history marked the wicked combination of a false satanic religion with a wicked civil ruler.  This brought ruin to Israel and similarly brings ruin to the church.  Thyatira is mentioned in Acts 16.  It’s interesting that there, Lydia, the generous and lovely, saintly woman brought blessing to the church.  

Three points to be noted: 

1) This condition will run until the rapture.  In the letters to the seven churches, this is the first mention of the rapture. 

2) There is the active procreation of this form of teaching i.e., it produces children.

3) A remnant of true believers is now formally recognised and separately addressed - see verse 24.

1.  Addressee  verse 18 “ to the angel” i.e., messenger.  These are the true believers in Thyatira.  No doubt this was partly due to the influence of a godly woman, Lydia see Acts 16.14-15.  She was the first convert on the continent of Europe.

2. Attributes of the speaker:  Verse 18 “these things said the Son of God”.  This is the only time the title Son of God is used.  Why should this be?  The answer probably lies that this was the period covered by the papacy.

The claims of this Apostasy.

1.)  It boasts unity.  However, it was unity brought by the fagot and the dungeon, not of the Holy Spirit - 1 Cor. 12.13.

2.)  Popery excludes Christ Jesus as the head of the church.

3.)  Romanism claims authority above the Scriptures.

4.)  Romanism claims the keys of the kingdom.

The description of our Lord’s eyes – “his eyes like unto a flame of fire”.  God knows all these pretensions and lies in the church. “feet like fine brass”  this speaks of judgement.  The Son of God will judge in righteousness.

3. An assertion of complete knowledge about this place of the church verse 19.  

Six things that the Lord knows about: 

1) works  

2) love  

3) service  

4) faith  

5) patience  

6) more works.

4.  A description of the state of the church – verse 20.  They suffered the woman Jezebel who called herself a prophetess.  

Her aim – to teach and seduce God’s servants:

1) to commit fornication  

2) to eat things sacrificed to idols.  

Of course Jezebel speaks more of a system than an individual person.

The historical Jezebel.  1 Kings 18-21  She married Ahab, an apostate king, who was not one in the Davidic line.  The purpose of this woman was to syncretize a Satanic religious system with Judaism.  Ahab and Jezebel were linked for civil and religious institutions.  Satan’s aim then was to thwart God’s purpose for Israel.  Remember the conditions of the covenants God made with Israel.

The modern Jezebel i.e., Romanism.  The system commenced with Constantine and will end in events which John describes in Rev. 17.  There we see apostate Christendom controlling the beast i.e., the civil power.  This is none other than Christianised paganism.

Remember the aim of the system: 

1) to teach and seduce God’s servants to commit fornication.  This was done in the following way:

a) authority invested in the church, not the Scriptures. 

b) man the head, not Christ, 

c) ritual in place of reality 

d) works system for salvation 

e) propagation of the mother and child cult. This came, of course from the Babylonian Satanic religious system  

f) Mary depicted as the mother of God.  

2) the system sought to teach and seduce God’s servants to eat things offered to idols.  This is seen in: 

a) celebration of the mass – remember that Thyatira means continual sacrifice.  b) the worship of objects i.e., relics, the altar, saints and Mary.

Verse 21 “gave her space to repent”.  There have been reformers in the Roman church, namely the Waldenses.  They emphasised a personal encounter with Jesus Christ.  They also propagated religious liberty, the Bible as the final authority and they believed in heaven and hell, not purgatory.  This was refused by the pope and they suffered persecution for 400 years.  Other reformers included the following, John Wycliffe (1324-1384) John Huss (1369–1415)- he was burned at the stake.  Savonarola (1452-1498)-he was tortured and hanged.  Thus, God’s Word to this church was fulfilled in that Jezebel would not repent.

Reforming Councils 1409-1449.  All of these councils were crushed by the pope.  Verse 22  “cast into a bed” Three parties are in view: 1) Jezebel  2) those who commit adultery with her and 3) her children. 

1).  Jezebel - this is the harlot, apostate church

2).  Those who commit adultery with her.  This is seen in the present movement of ecumenicalism – denominations which at one time propagated the true message of the gospel are now seeking closer links with the apostate movement. 

 3).  Her children.  This is the result of the above relationships.

Those belonging to this apostate movement – people who are unregenerate – will be spewed out into the great tribulation.  At that time, the final phase of the Satanic delusion will be enacted.

Verse 23 all the churches will know.  This corrupt system will be seen to be judged by God.  He is the one with the eyes as a flame of fire.

5.  A promise of the Lord’s coming.  Verses 24-25

This is addressed to the godly remnant.  At this stage, it is recognised that the bulk of Christendom is apostate, but God still has a remnant.  The command is to “hold fast till I come”.  It is recognised from this that this condition in the church will prevail until the rapture of the church.

6.  Anticipation of millennial and eternal blessing – Verses 26-27

It should be recalled - the terms of Satan’s manifesto: I will be like the Most High i.e., Possessor of Heaven and Earth.  The aim of the apostate church is to rule the kings of the earth as it will be discovered in Rev. 17, the woman rides the beast.  However, both will fail.  What Satan and the apostate church have coveted however will be given to the true church of Jesus Christ.  The church will reign with Christ.

Verse 28  “And I will give to him the morning star”.  It should be noted here the difference between the church and Israel.  The promise to Israel in Malachi 4.2 is that the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in his wings.  This makes reference to the Day of the Lord – light period representing the time of the millennial kingdom with its accompanying blessings.  However, the church will see Christ before this event, at the time of the Rapture.  This is depicted in the true church being given the morning star i.e., they will see Christ prior to the sunrise.

The command to hear – verse 29  

Why is this command given at the end of the letter?  Simply because it is the remnant that will hear.  Remember the conditions found in the four last churches will extend to the time of the rapture.  However, the apostate part of Christendom will not be raptured, but will be cast out into the great tribulation.

E. The message to Sardis, the church of complacency 3.1-6  

SARDIS – THE COMPLACENT CHURCH (A.D. 1517-1700)  Rev. 3.1-6

Sardis means remnant.

The reformation church - Historical background:  

1517 – Martin Luther, an Augustinian monk begins a reformation in Germany.

1529 – Roman catholic leaders and the emperor of the holy Roman empire decree Roman Catholicism the sole faith permitted in the empire.  Northern Germany favoured Luther and they became known as Protestants; thus, the Lutheran church was born.  The denomination spread to Denmark, Norway, and Sweden.  

The reformation in Switzerland.   The 1520’s.  In northern Switzerland, a Roman catholic priest, Ulrich Zwingli joined the reformation.  In southern Switzerland, John Calvin, a French Protestant, formed in Geneva a Presbyterian church.  This was during the period 1530-1540’s.

The reformation in England 1530-1550.  Henry VIII had severed the Church of England from the Roman Catholic Church.  Edward VI severed it theologically and produced the Anglican church.

The reformation in Scotland 1550-1560.  This was led by John Knox who formed the Presbyterian church in Scotland.  Presbyterian churches were formed in France and in the Netherlands at the same time.

The truths emphasised: 

1) Justification by faith alone.  

2) The priesthood of all believers.  

3) The Bible alone is the final authority for all faith and practice.

During this period, the Anabaptists came into being.  They were pacifists and believed in Believer’s baptism and complete separation of church and state.  It was a denomination of true believers. 

The counter-reformation.  In 1534, the Roman Catholic Church formed the Jesuit order.  They used military force to stamp out the reformation.  The inquisitions were re-instituted 1542.  Thousands of Protestants were tortured and killed.  

1545-1563 the council of Trent.  The following pronouncements were made by this council: 


1) Scripture and church tradition are equal. 

2) Only the Roman Catholic church can interpret the Scriptures and church tradition  

3) Justification could only be procured through faith and works. 

4) Salvation could only be obtained through the sacraments administered by Roman Catholic priests. 

5) The body and blood of Christ was said to be contained in the mass.  

6) The dogma of apostolic succession was confirmed.

The Thirty Years’ War 1618-1648.  In 1648 a peace treaty was signed which resulted in the end of most religious persecution.  By this time, Lutherism and Calvinism were recognised religions in Germany.

The failure of the Reformation.  The Reformers embraced Augustinian interpretation of Scripture.  This resulted in the rejection of the covenants that God made with Israel as written.  The grammatical interpretation was rejected, thus, as Augustine suggested, he considered that the promises made to Israel as a nation had been abrogated as a result of Israel’s failure and that the covenants and promises were all transferred to the church.  There was, sadly, a degree of anti-Semitism mixed with this. The final result was a dead orthodoxy.  

Chapter 3 - Verse 1

1.   The addressee – Sardis.

2.   The citation of the speaker – 

a. “the Seven Spirits”.  Remember the Holy Spirit is the executive of the Godhead.  The Holy Spirit must complete the church to perfection.  At present, there is a five-fold work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration, baptism, indwelling, sealing and filling.  At the rapture, the work of the Holy Spirit will bring resurrection and glorification.  This relates to Zech. 4.1-10 and Rev 4.5 

b. “He that has the seven stars”.  Note that in Ephesus, the Lord holds the seven stars, but here there is a closer relationship with true believers to the Lord.  In Sardis, the ecclesiastical order of the church changed.  There was no longer plurality of elders, but priests and ministers.  Sadly, the ministry was now cold, carnal, intellectual and humanly ordained.  All divorced from the Spirit.  

3.  The Lord’s complete knowledge of the people.

a. “I know thy works, that thou hast a name, that thou livest and are dead.”  The papacy, Satan’s invention, brought a curse.  The reformation brought blessings as it was based on Scripture.  Cold Protestantism brought death.  The reformers and those following 1) reverted to Augustinian teaching, 2) built churches rather than the church and 3) lost the truth of the blessed hope.  The theologian Walter Scott, declares the following, “In Protestantism we have not the horrors or gross corruption of the middle ages but the sleep of death.  There is a name to live, but only a name.  The change from the papacy to Protestantism from Thyatira to Sardis we would describe as a step from the chamber of horrors into the cell of death”

4. Verse 2 – Warning:

a)“be watchful”.  Here the problem is indicated.  Teaching regarding the Lord's return was abandoned - Mark 13.33.  Furthermore, the teaching regarding the imminency of the Lord’s return was lost  Eph. 6.18.  

b) “strengthen the things which remain and are ready to die.”  There were yet many who held to the Scriptures.  Namely, 1) the work of the Holy Spirit and 2) the blessed hope.  

c) “I have not found thy works complete before my God.”  What are the works of faith that our Lord made reference to?  

No doubt,

(a) the person and work of the Holy Spirit,  

(b) the church as the body of Christ and 

(c) our individual relationship to Christ through the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit.  

Thus, in this period of the church, the works of faith were not complete, literally, had not been filled up.  

Verse 3 – The Call to Remember.  This church had received and heard.  They had received grace and heard the gospel of grace.  The command is to keep i.e., guard these truths and to repent, that is get back to them.  

The command to watch.  This is for the Lord’s return. The indication is that those who are not watching are not saved.  Christ will come as a thief, i.e., as a judge -see 1 Thess. 5.  Again, W. Scott states the following, “the mass of descenters in pulpit press and church courts are active politicians.  The state-endowed church must be to a considerable extent, political in principle and practice.  If Protestantism identifies itself with the world, sharing its fortunes, it must also share its doom.”  Christ comes to the church as the Morning Star, to Israel as the Sun of Righteousness, to the world as a thief in the night. 

5.   The promise to the undefiled i.e., the saved remnant.   Verse 4  Note the reference to the few in Sardis.  In Thyatira, it was the rest.  Thus it is seen that the bulk of Christendom is now apostate.

The remnant – those who had not defiled their garments.  Garments make reference to God’s provision i.e., justification, sanctification and glorification.  These truths are the essence of the grace teaching.  The church must have a pilgrim culture and these garments must never be defiled.

“They shall walk with me in white because they are worthy”  NB: OUR ONLY WORTH IS WHAT WE RECEIVE BY GOD’S GRACE; THUS, THIS MUST NEVER BE CONTAMINATED.  Walking with Christ in white indicates perfect fellowship.  

Note the following: 

1)  the walk lost Gen. 3.8. 

2)  the walk restored Luke 9.30-32.  The Lord here on this occasion spoke of his exodus.  

3) the walk experienced  Luke 24.13-35. 

4) the future walk in glory Rev. 3.4.  

Verse 5 – the overcomer.  The overcomer will be clothed in white raiment.  

1.) These are seen in the glorified Lord Matt. 17.2.  

2.) Seen in the glory surrounding the throne  Rev 4.4  

3.) Seen in the saved out of the great tribulation.  

4.) Seen in the bride of Christ.  

5.) Seen in those coming with Christ at His second advent.

“And I will not blot his name out of the Book of Life”  Does this suggest loss of salvation?  Reference to the Book of Life is seen in 13.8 and 20.12.  Points to be recognised:  Christ died for the whole world John 1.29, 3.16, 4.42, 1John 2.2, 4.14.  As He died for the whole world, none may be excluded, but only potentially.  Those who refuse or neglect God’s mercy and die; their names are erased from the Book of Life.  Only those who by faith accept Christ, have their names confirmed, never to be erased.

 The final promise: “I will confess his name before my Father and His angels”.  Confess simply means to say the same thing.  Thus, the true believers will be vouched for by Christ before the Father’s throne.

F. The message to Philadelphia, church of promised deliverance.  Rev. 3.7-13.  

PHILADELPHIA – THE CHURCH OF PROMISED DELIVERANCE 

(A.D. 1700-1900)  Rev. 3.7-13

Philadelphia means brotherly love.  This church represents the revival missionary church.

Historical background:

Britain: 1703-1791.  John and Charles Wesley brought incredible blessing 

to Britain and saved the country from the devastation of the French Revolution.  At that time, Britain was sinking into drunken debauchery and the revival brought incredible social blessing.  The testimony of these two men caused the birth of Methodism.  One of the great features of Methodism was the class meetings.  By this means, largely uneducated people were able to grasp the great truths of the Scriptures.  

John Whitefield - Along with the Wesleys, Whitfield brought unprecedented blessing to Britain during this period.  

America: 1703-1758.  Jonathan Edwards.  His ministry led to the Great Awakening of the 1700’s .  Thousands were saved.  New Bible colleges were formed.  Missionary movements were brought into being and there were a great deal of humanitarian works.  

1800-1900 - On both sides of the Atlantic there were outstanding pastors and preachers, men of the calibre of C.H. Spurgeon.  There was also proliferation of Bible scholars, hymn writers, tract and missionary societies, Bible colleges, conventions.  The revival brought a great yearning for missionary enterprise and such men as Hudson Taylor of China were raised.  

1830- John Madison Derby- Dublin.  Through this man, the Brethren movement was formed.  

1878 The Salvation Army came into being; 

1792 the English Protestant missions commenced and William Carey of India became the father of such missionary enterprise.  

1800’s The Sunday School movement came into being.  In America, D.L. Moody was raised up as one of the greatest gospel preachers of all time.

Enemies to this movement.  

Charles Darwin reinvented the evolutionary theory.  In Germany, higher critics started to question the veracity of the Scriptures.

Liberal Theology -  This philosophy opened the door to all viewpoints, save Biblical Christianity.  Emphasis was placed on the similarities between Christianity and other religions.  It suggested that there is inherent goodness in man and that Christ is only a teacher.  The theology denied the Deity and substitutionary work of Christ.  Also of course, the bodily resurrection of Christ was denied.  During the 1800’s many Bible colleges defected to liberal theology.

Truths recovered during this period.  In the area of hermeneutics; grammatical, historical basis was taught.  This resulted in many notable teachers seeing a difference between the church and Israel.  Great emphasis was laid on the sanctified life and holy living.  As a result of this, many great conventions were brought into being.  Probably the most notable, the Keswick Convention.

Verse 7 

1. The addressee: the messenger to the church in Philadelphia.

2. Attributes of the speaker:  Christ is referred to as “He that is holy” and “He that is true”.  These are divine attributes see Hosea 11.9, Jeremiah 10.10, Rev. 4.8, 6.10.  The second person of the Godhead is holy in every respect, but in this context, in that He belonged exclusively to the Father and did the Father’s will completely.  “I do always the things that please Him”.  The TRUTH – He is truth.  “He that has the key of David.”  Messiah Jesus comes in fulfilment of the Davidic Covenant.  Two points:  1) Remembering the blood curse on the Davidic line with regard to Jehoikim (Jer. 36.30), Christ is the only one who could unlock the blood curse.  2) These same words are used in Is. 22.22.  In this passage, shebna is a type of the antichrist, but Messiah Jesus will have the key.  This is the badge of authority.  In Matt 16.19, reference is made to the keys of the kingdom.  This is a future prophecy.  It indicates that the church will share in the Lord’s regal authority in the kingdom.  “He who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open”.  Walter Scott states the following: “This is a door of service and testimony that is opened or closed according to Christ’s sovereign pleasure  Acts 14.27, 1 Cor. 16.9, and 2 Cor. 2.12.”

When God provides an open door, WE MUST USE THE OPPORTUNITY.  Men like Hudson Taylor and D.L. Moody demonstrated this point. 

3. The Lord’s knowledge of the church: 

a. Verse 8 -“I know thy works”.  The church at Sardis walked hand in hand with the world.  They were interested in the works seen by men.  The church in Philadelphia was despised by the world, but God was aware of their works.  “Behold, I have set before you an open door”. NB the people had little power, but God had gone before. “thou hast little strength or power”.  The watchword - have faith in God’s faithfulness 2 Cor. 12.9.

b. “hast kept my word”.  This is positive.  a) God’s word was precious to the church.  b) God’s word was real to the church, namely His redemption, second coming and so on.  c) God’s word was the way of life for the church.  

c. The negative aspect - “has not denied my name”.  Name represents nature.  The church must show forth all that Christ is.  The church must bear a strong family likeness to the Master see John 15 “Abide in me and I in you.”  In Christ’s name (nature) is a place of prevailing prayer - see John 14.13-14.  

Verse 9 “the synagogue of Satan, they say they are Jews and are not”.  Walter Scott states the following:  “The church-state associations of the day are simply developed Judaism with certain Christian rites and doctrines added thereto.”  This is seen in the present replacement theology.  This form of Biblical interpretation fits nicely into this mould.  In the rest of verse 9, the Lord gives a withering condemnation of this doctrine.  It should be noted that the truths regarding God’s covenants with Israel and the Lord’s imminent return were recovered during the Philadelphian period.  

Verse 10 “because thou hast kept the word of my patience” This is our Lord’s patience now.  He sits at Jehovah’s right hand waiting Psalm 110; Hebrews 10,12,13; Colossians 1.11; Hebrews 6.12 and 12.1; Revelation 13.10 and 14.12.  Thus, the teaching regarding God’s covenants with Israel should never be abandoned - see 2 Peter 3.3-9.  To sum up on this verse, the Lord waits with patience for His coming kingdom.  

Verse 10 “I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial which is about to come upon the whole habitable world”.  This makes reference to Daniel’s 70th week – see Daniel 9;  the time of Jacob’s trouble -  Jeremiah 30.7;  the time of distress for all nations - Rev. 7.9-17.  “To try them that dwell upon the earth”.  The word dwell is katoikountas.  The word means those who settle down and are at home in the world’s Satanic system - see Phil 3.18-19.  It is interesting, that a similar word, katoikio is used in Eph. 3.17.  This is Paul’s prayer that Christ may dwell in the hearts of the saints.  Note the difference, the worldling settles down in Satan’s kingdom and the Lord settles down in the heart of the saint.  

4. The promise of the Lord’s coming: Verse 11 “behold I come quickly”.  This is repeated three times see 22.7,12,20.  The onset quickly is from God’s standpoint - see 2 Peter 3.8.  The command - hold fast, don’t let your crown be stolen - does not make reference to salvation, but to rewards.  Note what the Philadelphian church must hold fast to – 1) Christ’s word  2) Christ’s name  3) Christ’s patience  4) Christ’s coming.  Abandoning any of these will mean loss of reward. 

5. The promise to the overcomer, that is, the saved.  Verse 12 – “make a pillar in the temple of my God”.  The illustration of this is in Solomon’s temple where there were two pillars - 1 Kings 7.21  Jachin means established; Boaz means strength.  The king stood by these pillars - 2 Chron. 23.13.  Thus, the truth is that the church will be involved in the establishment and strength of our Lord and his kingdom and glory.  

Verse 12 – “and he shall go no more at all out”.  Sadly the pillars of Solomon’s temple were removed – see  Jeremiah 52.17.  That was when the nation was under law.  Under grace, our position is eternal.  

“and I will write upon him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem which comes down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name”.  Remember name represents nature.  Three things should be noted: 1) the name of my God – sonship.  2) the name of the new Jerusalem – citizenship  3) the new name of our saviour – heirship.  

Verse 13 the Lord grant that we will all have a hearing ear.   

G. The message to Laodicea, the church of lukewarmness. 

LAODICEA – THE CHURCH OF LUKEWARMNESS 

(A.D. 1900 – THE RAPTURE)  Rev. 3.14-22

The name Laodicea: Laos means people.  Dikao means I rule.  Thus, Laodicea is the people’s rights church, i.e., the church of the judgement of the people.  

Historical Background: 

The evangelist D.L.Moody died in December of 1899.  At this time, the church was vibrant and evangelical comparatively.  

THE FIRST WORLD WAR - 11 December, 1917 General Allenby marched on foot through the Jaffa gate into the old city of Jerusalem.  Several notable evangelical leaders including F.B. Meyer and Campbell Morgan called together a large meeting in London - many of them church leaders - in order to give further attention to the prophetic Scriptures.  The proposition was put forward at the meeting that the times of the Gentiles was coming to a close.  As a result of this meeting, a monthly prophecy meeting commenced in London.  Following this, the evangelical church took a great interest in Israel.  In the Keswick week, July 1937, there was a specific Palestinian report.  However, as Satan was also at work, liberal theology and higher criticism took strong hold in some evangelical circles.  

THE SECOND WORLD WAR   Some prophetic preachers considered that Hitler was the antichrist.  After the war, there was a reaction against sensational, prophetic teaching and as a result of this; there was a return to the Augustinian teaching regarding Israel and the church.  Bit by bit, the foundation of the firm hermeneutical structure was chipped away at and many theologians accepted that there were no absolutes in Scripture.  In other words, any one could be allowed to have his own view as to Biblical interpretation.  The result is that the Bible’s teaching regarding prophecy has been largely abandoned by the church.

Introduction.  It should be noted that even the church in this sorry condition will still be loved by Christ until the Rapture (3.19).  Even amidst Laodicean condition, the church remains to be God’s light in the world.  However, the apostasy in the church will be spewed out in to the tribulation at the time of the rapture.  Thus, until the end of the church age, God still recognises that the church is “the pillar and ground of the truth” - 1 Tim 3.15;  “And the olive tree of testimony” -  Rom. 11.

However, the church, as the house of God, will come under the first judgement at the rapture see 1 Peter 4.17.  It has been noted that the true and false may enter the house; however, only the true can enter the body.

1.  Attributes of the Speaker: Verse 14  The Divine Speaker.

a.  “These things said the Amen.”  Amen implies certainty.  Derived in Hebrew from what is fixed, true, unchangeable.  The word is used in Isaiah 65.16 – “The God of truth, the Amen.”  The Laodicean church is seen in the light of a failure; however, in Christ, all His promises are eternally secure.

b. The Faithful and True witness.  Israel failed as a witness, the church has failed as a witness.  John Whitecomb once commented that if a text can be misunderstood, that it will be misunderstood.  However, in the midst of this, the Lord provided true revelation.  He will never fail nor prove unfaithful; both in the actual revelation and in the execution of it.

c.    The beginning of the creation of God.  The Lord is not only the initiator of creation, but also the head of creation - see Psalm 8.6.  This will be seen as Christ’s position in the last Adam.

2.  The nauseous State of the Church - verses 15-16.  God knows thy works.  They were neither cold nor hot i.e., indifference prevailed.  Christ is seen outside the church, and the church doesn’t care.  The warning: I’m about to spew you out of my mouth.  For the Philadelphia church, the rapture is in view.  For Laodicea, judgement is imminent.  Thus, the Laodicean-type Christendom will go into the tribulation as the whore as predicted in chapter 17.  The true church will be raptured as the true bride of Christ.

3.  Verse 17.  What the Laodicean church said about itself, and what God said about it.

a. What the Laodicean church said about itself. 

1) “I am rich and am grown rich.”  The city could boast of much wealth – 

(a) it was a banking centre 

(b) resplendent with temples and theatres

(c) a fine and influential medical school  

(d) famous for eye salve called cellyrium  

(e) famous for glossy black wool garments 

(f) boasted of several mineral streams.  

Thus instead of the church being in the world, the world is seen to be in the church.  

2) “Have need of nothing”, yet they were without Christ and had nothing.  

3) “Knowest not”. The riches had produced blindness.  

b.  Their true condition 

1) wretched and miserable - that means pitiable. 

2)  poor - as destitute of true riches.  

3)  Blind - blind to their state and God’s glory

4)  naked - destitute of God’s righteousness.  

4.  The Laodicean church’s three-fold condition and the Lord’s three-fold grace - Verse 18.  

The three-fold problem: 1) poverty 2)nakedness 3)blindness.  

1) poverty – “buy of me gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich.”  The Lord fixes the terms on which He sells.  Isaiah 55.1 – “He that hath no money, buy.”   The Lord had paid it all, we must recognise the price.  Gold purified i.e., God’s righteousness - see Romans 3.21-22.  

2) nakedness -  the provision of white raiments.  This is typified in the tabernacle.  The door of the tabernacle (Ex. 27.10) was made of fine twined linen.  Jesus said “I am the Door” (John 10.9) The priests were clothed in the same material as the door – Ex. 20.39.  Thus, the church must wear the raiment of Christ’s holiness - Rev. 19.8  

3) blindness.  Only Christ can provide the true eye salve to bring illumination and true sight - see John 9.1-6 and 35-41.

The Lord’s final appeal  verse 19.  Note the Lord’s love for the church to the very end - John 13.1 and Ephesians 5.25.  The command: be zealous i.e., stop being lukewarm and repent. 

The Lord outside the church  Verse 20.  Note that the Lord still knocks; however, here it is not even a remnant, but individuals i.e., “if any man”.  Note the Lord stands outside the Laodicean church disowning the progressing, but apostate state of the church.  Note well that the Lord will not force an entry.  He counsels (verse 18) and He knocks (verse 20).  This can be seen with regard to the two on the road to Emmaus  (Luke 24.28)  He made as though He would have gone further.  When invited in, He became the host.  To the unbeliever, John 10.9 “I am the Door”, it is ever open.  To the believer, “knock and it shall be opened” - Luke 11.9.  Quotation from J. Vernon Mcgee: “His invitation is to the evening meal, the last call for dinner.  It is an invitation to come to Him before the night of the great tribulation.”

5.  The promise to the overcomer i.e., the true saint.  verse 21.  

8 He will share Christ’s throne and the coming kingdom and eternal state.  This will be: 1) universal in extent Psalm 72.8, Zech. 14.9, Psalm 8.  

9 2) righteous in administration  Psalm 72.1-7, 45.7, Isaiah 32.1

10 3) everlasting in duration Daniel 7.27, 2 Peter 1.11, Daniel 4.34  

11 4) Jerusalem will be the capitol Rev. 21  Note the following: Satan said, “I will be like the Most High.”  His career will end in hell.  Adam and Eve were given dominion; this was lost through sin and rebellion.  Christ overcame and it is declared that the kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ, and He will reign forever.  The redeemed will be like Christ and will share rulership with Christ.  It should be noted that what Satan coveted and tried to gain through rebellion, God has gifted to the saints through His redemptive programme and matchless grace.

Summary:  

Chapters 2 and 3 give an amazing overview of two thousand years of church history.  

Ephesus – desirable.  (A.D. 30-100) - demonstrated the decay of the church’s first love.  

Smyrna – myhr (A.D. 100 –313) - represented the persecuted church.  

Pergamos – marriage (A.D. 314-590) - this took place when the church linked with the state and paganism with Christianity.  

Thyatyra – continual sacrifice (A.D. 590-1517) - dominated by Roman Catholicism.  

Sardis – remnant (A.D. 1517-1700) - represented the Reformation church, but sadly, dead formality.  

Philadelphia – brotherly love (A.D. 1700 –1900) - represented the period when first- century teaching was recovered with the result of revival blessing and much evangelism and missionary activity.  

Laodicea – people’s rights (A.D. 1900 – the rapture) - marked with complacency and Christ seen to be outside the professing church.  The last phase of apostate Christendom will be spewed out into the tribulation and the true bride will be raptured.  

Remember the God-given outline of Revelation:  Revelation 1.19  

1. “Write what thou hast seen” i.e., the vision of the ascended Christ. 

2. “The things that are” i.e., the seven churches – the period of the Church Age. 

3. “ And the things that are about to be after these” i.e., after the rapture of the church.  

Thus, the church scene closes with chapter three.  

Remember in this portion of Scripture, there are only three references to Israel and nineteen to the church.  

Chapters 4 – 18 represent Daniel’s 70th week which will run for a period of 7 years.  There are 26 references to Israel, none to the church.  

Chapters 19-22: events from the Second Coming of Christ to the future eternal state – one reference to Israel, six to the church.  

The Day of the Lord 

 Chapter 4 commences with this notable period in human history and the Day of the Lord will end with the Great White Throne Judgement.  Thus, the detailed description of the Day of the Lord covers chapters 4 to 20. 

Chapters 21 – 22 make reference to the eternal state.

The Church Age will end with the rapture.  

It should be emphasized that the church will not take part in the night period of the Day of the Lord. 

First mention of the rapture in Scripture – John 14.1-3.  There are several directions of travel noted in these verses –  Christ leaves earth’s domain, which He did at the ascension.  He will return and members of the church will go to meet Him.  This new revelation caused much consternation to the disciples as they anticipated that the kingdom would immediately appear.  The puzzlement has been noted by John in the extended passage after the Lord made His declaration.  Also Jesus’ interview with Peter in John 21.18-24 is extremely important.  Note verse 22 – “If I will that he tarry until I come, i.e. John, what is that to thee, follow thou me.”  Thus, after the death of Simon Peter, who was the apostle to the Jews, John was to expect Christ to return as predicted in John 14.1-3.  It must be understood that there would still be a question in the disciples minds with regard to the Day of the Lord (see Acts 1.6) This is again another intimation that Israel would be set aside and God would commence a new programme in regard to the choosing of a bride.  

Second mention – 1 Thess. 4.1-18 

Six points should be noted:

1. The Lord Himself will descend.  

2. With a shout.  What happened in the Lazarus incident will take place for every true believer who is absent from the body, but present with the Lord.  

 3.  The voice of the archangel.  This makes reference to Michael who has a special relationship with Israel and his battle with Satan see Rev 12.7-10.  

 4.  The trump of God.  This is a military trumpet indicating that in so far as the church is concerned, the war is over.  

 5.  The dead in Christ will rise first. 

 6.  Those remaining will be caught up i.e., raptured.  

Third mention – 1 Corinthians 15.51-53. 

 Five points:

1.  The mystery.  This another word for revelation never before disclosed i.e., in the Old Testament. 

2. Not all will sleep i.e., will experience death.  

3. All will be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. 

4.  At the last trump.  Again, this is a military trumpet indicating the end of warfare.  And 5. Put on immortality.

But what about the Day of the Lord? 

Paul deals with this in 1 Thessalonians 5.1-5.  The personal pronouns should be noted.  Verse 3 – when they shall say peace, etc.  and in verse 4 – but ye are not in darkness, but children of the light.  In other words, after the rapture, the world will experience the night period of the Day of the Lord, but for the raptured Church, they will only experience the day or blessing period of the Day of the Lord.  Paul, of course in view of this, gives several admonitions in 1 Thess. 5.6-11.

The Day of the Lord.  

God’s purpose in history: to demonstrate His Sovereignty as King of the universal kingdom by crushing the Satanocracy and establishing the second person of the Godhead as mediatorial ruler of the planet.  Thus, God’s purpose in history is to ultimately receive glory.

The two-fold nature of the Day of the Lord. 

1  The broad sense.  Gen 1.5  gives understanding as to how this day will unfold: “and the evening and the morning were the first day”.  Thus, the Day of the Lord commences with the darkness or night period which is seven years of Divine wrath depicted in Daniel’s 70th week (Daniel 9.27) and the light or blessing period of 1000 years is marked with Divine blessing.  

2   The narrow sense.  

1). The world’s armies will be gathered together in Armageddon.  They will experience the sixth bowl judgement (Rev. 16. 12-16).  At this stage, the seven seals will have been broken releasing the seal judgements, the trumpet judgements and the bowl judgements.  After the armies are gathered together, the Day of the Lord comes - Zech 14.1-5 and Joel 3.9-16. 

2) The great and terrible Day of the Lord - Joel 2.30-32 and Zech. 14.1-4 represent the same event and in the New Testament, Matt 24.29-30, Matt 25.31and  Rev. 19.11-12, 15 represent the same event. 

There is   a)the broad Day of the Lord and   b) the narrow Day of the Lord described as the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord. Under these events, the rule of Satan and rebellious mankind will be ended.  Angelic armies will also operate.  Matt 13.40-42, 49-50,  Rev. 19.14.  The description in Joel 3.14 – the valley of decision.  The word decision is charats.  The word means to determine irrevocably.  Thus, there is a double sense of the future Day of the Lord.  There is the broad Day of the Lord which encompasses the seven years of Divine wrath and 1000 years of Divine blessing; but there is the coming of Christ with His angels described as the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord, this is the Day of the Lord in the narrow sense and the description of this is in Rev. 19.

The Day of the Lord in Revelation.  

Revelation provides details of 

1) the Day of the Lord in the broad sense i.e., seven years of darkness equating to judgement; and 1000 years of light relating to blessing.  

2) the Day of the Lord in the narrow sense.  This is described as when heaven opens and Christ appears to crush the Satanocracy - Rev. 19  

3) Revelation provides incredible detail of the seven years night period of the Day of the Lord.   This night period is divided in Revelation into two sections: The first half of the judgement period of the Day of the Lord, namely 3 ½ years is described as the beginning of birth pangs.  The second 3 ½ years, described as the great tribulation and the time of Jacob’s trouble, can be described as hard labour birth pangs.  

Conclusion: 

1) All Old Testament prophecy culminates in the Day of the Lord in the broad sense.  The judgement night period when Satan’s empire is crushed and the blessing or day period depicted in the mediatorial kingdom.  

2) The blessings of the day period will represent the fulfilment of the covenants that God made with Israel i.e., the return of Israel to the land as promised under the Abrahamic covenant and the covenant of the return, the setting up of David’s son, Messiah Jesus on the throne of David in Jerusalem under the terms of the Davidic Covenant; the creation of a people of God through redemption and the indwelling Holy Spirit under the terms of the New Covenant.  

3) The focal point of all this is the narrow Day of the Lord described as the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord.  This is depicted in Christ’s actual coming – Rev. 19.

III.   The publication of the prophecy: it’s future expectation 4.1-22.21  

A.  The opening of the seven sealed scroll Chapter 4.1-8.1 

 1. The source of the scroll 4.1 – 5.14  

a.  the One sitting on the throne 4.1-11. 

Verse 1 – “after these things”, that is, after the Church Age consisting of the seven churches, the rapture and the apostate church spewed out.  Prophecy now moves forward.

 “A door opened in heaven.”  Prophecy can thus only be understood from heaven’s vantage point.  The scene is the court of heaven.  John subsequently spends most of his time in heaven from now on in this prophetic book.  

“And the first voice which I heard was as it were a trumpet talking with me”.  This was the same voice as in 1.10. 

Trumpet – first mention in Scripture – Exodus 19.13 The people were summoned up to the mountain i.e., Mount Sinai, into God’s presence at the sound of the trumpet.  The word used is yobel which signifies the jubilee.  Thus, it was a summons of grace.  However, in verse 19, Moses is warned that at the sound of the trumpet, shophar, they had not to come (see verse 21).  The shophar was the ram’s horn trumpet and speaks of judgement.  

The explanations – Leviticus 25.9-10.  On the Day of Atonement, that was the 10th day of the 7th month on the Jewish calendar, the shophar, ram’s horn, was to be sounded.  And the verse says, “and it shall be a jubilee (yobel) unto you.  This indicated a release from debt and a return to the appointed God-given inheritance.  The antitype is the repentance of Israel, recognising that Christ made an atonement and thus provided release.  Thus, the law brought condemnation under the terms of the Mosaic Covenant, but through redemption, grace provided under the terms of the New Covenant.  The trumpets described in this chapter is the yobel and thus sounds an order of grace see Hebrews 12.18-24.

 “And I will show thee things which must take place after these things.” N.B. the Lord must reveal and the Lord must interpret.  As an aside, it should be noted that all the prophet’s senses were operative.  He uses ears, eyes, emotions, nevertheless, his body was in Patmos.  In a very real sense, he was absent from the body but present with the Lord. 

 Verse 2 – “And immediately I was (or became) in the spirit”.  Note: John was in a new mode “in the spirit” – was filled and controlled by the Spirit.  Ezekiel 40.1-2.  

“Behold, a throne set in heaven”, this is God’s universal throne and thus indicates God’s sovereignty.  Note it was set in heaven.  Thus, it cannot and will never be moved.  

“And one sat on the throne.”  The one who sat on the throne is not named but is described in symbols.  

Verse 3 “And he that sat was to look upon like jasper and a sardias stone.”  These two stones are mentioned in Exodus 28.17-21 and were set in the breastplate of the high priest.  However, Sardias is mentioned first and jasper last.  Jasper is known to be a diamond and sardias is bright red in colour.  Jasper, the diamond is composed of carbon and becomes diamond when compressed at high temperatures.  Thus, the jasper represents a product of suffering.  It speaks of our Lord’s humanity, suffering and glory.  Sardias, a fiery red stone suggests our Lord’s regal authority.  It should be noted that in this verse, representing our Lord on the throne, jasper is first and sardias second.  In the Exodus 28 passage, Sardias is mentioned first, representing regal authority and jasper, mentioned last, speaks of the Lord’s coming – first as the suffering Saviour and then as the reigning monarch.  It is interesting that these two stones are mentioned in Ezekiel 28.13 in connection with Lucifer who became Satan, God’s enemy.  Lucifer in his position of regal authority makes reference to the stone Sardias first and to jasper as the sixth.  In the new Jerusalem, Rev. 21 19-20, jasper is mentioned first and sardias sixth.  Thus, in the new Jerusalem, the apex of the foundation will be jasper signifying our Lord’s humanity, suffering and glory. 

 “A rainbow around the throne like an appearance to an emerald.”  In Gen 9.9-17, the rainbow is described as an arch.  Thus, God provided mercy on the earth under the terms of the covenant with Noah.  The rainbow here is a circle and green in colour suggesting three things: 1.  That His mercy endures forever, 2.  His mercy towards the creation of this world, green being the dominant colour, 3.  God’s covenant regarding His purpose for earth and mankind will not be thwarted.  Remember God’s judgements will devastate the earth, but His covenant will not fail.  See Isaiah 24.5 which makes reference to God’s purpose for man in Genesis 1.26.  This will be discussed later.

Verse 4 – The twenty-four elders.  

Their distinguishing features:

  1)They were around God’s throne, 

  2) there were twenty-four thrones i.e., created prior to the elders’ 

   entrance into heaven.  

  3) there were twenty-four elders seated on the thrones,

  4) the elders were clothed in white garments  

  5) they had golden crowns on their heads. 

Other aspects:  they were distinguished from the angels in several ways – The elders sang, the angels usually say.  

The elders were numbered i.e., 24.  This was mentioned six times.  The angels are not numbered. 

The elders are crowned, the angels are never crowned.  

The elders have heavenly intelligence regarding redemption; the angels have no such experience.  

Question number 1:  Who are they?

On the evidence available, the elders represent the church after the rapture see John 14.1-3 – the Lord promised to prepare a place.  1 Thess. 4.17. Eph 1.3 indicates what we are positionally now in Christ Jesus i.e., seated together in the heavenlies in Christ.  This verse in Revelation indicates the actual experience of the saints after the rapture. 

Question number 2:  Why 24?  This is based on 1 Chronicles 24.5-19.  David divided the priesthood into 24 orders or courses see Luke 1.5,8-9.  The church is termed 1) an holy priesthood 1 Peter 2.5 and  2) a royal priesthood 1Peter 2.9  Thus, the 24 elders are 1) dressed in white - an holy priesthood -  they are dressed in priestly garments and 2)they are crowned – a royal priesthood. 

 Verse 5 – the throne.  This is the centre of action and interest.  “And out of the throne go forth lightnings and voices and thunders.”  These are all precursors of coming judgement see Exodus 19.  This relates to the inaugurations of the old covenant which brought judgement see Psalm 29.3-5.  These lightnings, voices and thunders are tokens of God’s wrath upon the Satanocracy and rebellious mankind.  Note the same phenomenon occurs at the breaking of the seventh seal  Rev. 8.5; the seventh trumpet Rev. 11.19; the seventh bowl  Rev 16.18. 

Verse 5 – “and seven lamps of fire burning before the throne which are the seven spirits of God.”  Lamps is lampades.  These were lamps used for outdoor illumination.  The lampstands as spoken of as representing the churches are used for indoor illumination.  Burning means to be blazing with a fierce light.  One of John’s descriptions of the Lord Jesus was that He would baptise with the Holy Spirit representing regeneration and fire representing judgement.  In Zechariah 3.8-10 there is a description of the Lord’s first coming as a Branch and His second coming as the stone  see Daniel 2.44-45.  The stone is represented as having seven eyes Zech 4.10 and there a description of the eyes of the Lord is given which are said to run to and fro throughout the whole earth.  Zechariah’s night visions end with four war chariots of judgement; thus, this verse indicates God’s judgement on the Satanocracy will be complete, universal and final.  

Verse 6 – and before the throne (there was something like) a sea of glass similar to crystal.  This is an illusion to the laver Exodus 30.18-21, but more likely to the molten sea in the temple 1 Kings 7.23-37.  The laver and sea of the Old Testament required continual cleansings.  The sea of glass like crystal indicates a fixed state of holiness.  Glass, of course is manufactured, suggesting a settled state of purity.  Crystal is a product of nature suggesting holiness accordance with God’s holiness.

The sea of glass in chapter 15 mingled with fire relates to the martyrs coming out of the great tribulation.

 “And in the midst of the throne and round about the throne, four living creatures behind and before.”  The living creatures.  These are distinct from the elders and the angels.  In the midst of the throne and round about the throne indicates that these beings were part of God’s throne.  Remember God’s throne represents His universal authority and sovereignty.  

The identity of the living creatures: 

cherubim - first mention in Scripture - Gen 3.24. They are seen again over the mercy seat and looking onto the mercy seat Exodus 25.18.  In Numbers 7.89 and 1 Sam 4.4 the Lord is said to dwell between the cherubim.  

1.)  First Mention:  Gen 3.24  The verse indicates that the cherubim were ordered to keep the way to the tree of life.  The word “keeping” is the Hebrew shamar; it means to observe, preserve and reserve.  Thus, the purpose of the sword-holding cherubim was two-fold: to keep sinful man from the tree of life but also to preserve a way back.  

2.)  They are seen overlooking and looking down i.e., observing the mercy seat Ex. 25.18.  It should be borne in mind (Ex. 20.4) that the atonement cover or mercy seat was the place where the blood was sprinkled, the place of propitiation.  

3.)  The Lord dwelt between them Num. 7.89 and 1 Sam 4.4 Thus, this figure is continued in Revelation with the cherubim around the throne.  

The tabernacle.  This is a type or demonstration as to how sinful man must approach a holy God.  

The entrance into the court of the tabernacle.  No cherubim were depicted on the entrance door.  Jesus said, “I am the way,… no man cometh unto the Father except through Me.”  John 14. 6.  As mentioned, Ex. 27.16, no cherubim are depicted and thus, the way is open for sinful man to approach a holy God.  The next article in the tabernacle would be the brass altar, then the laver.  The altar represents the cross, justification; the laver – daily cleansing, sanctification.  Remember the laver was made from brass mirrors and this represents God’s Word - 2 Cor. 3.18.  Then there was the actual door of the tabernacle.  Ex 26..36.  Note the materials and colours, but there were no cherubim.  Again, the offer is to all -whosoever will may come.  One is then confronted by the golden candlestick, the incense altar and the table of shewbread. - all representing aspects of Christ.  The curtain guarding the way into God’s holy presence in the holy of holies (Ex 26.31) indicates that there were cherubim on this curtain, thus guarding the way into God’s holy presence.  Remember at the feast of Passover 14 Nisan, when Christ dismissed His spirit, the veil of the temple was rent from the top to the bottom.  Thus, the cherubim stepped aside, as it were, allowing sinful but redeemed man to enter God’s presence.  

Chapter 4.7-8 The description of the four living creatures.  Remember the living creatures represent the judicial authority of God’s throne.  However, they keep the way open by God’s method i.e., a redemption price must be paid.  This is seen in the Gospels.  

Matthew represents the Lion, Messiah Jesus, Lion of the tribe of Judah.  Mark - The Ox.  The Lord, the Faithful Servant. 

 Luke - Man.  Jesus is the perfect man.  

John - the Eagle.  This suggests Christ’s divinity as seen in this gospel.   Thus, God’s method, God’s righteousness and God’s holiness is upheld by the cherubim.  Refusal of God’s method leaves only judgement. See Chapter 6.1,3,5,7.  This is the sword in the hands of the cherubim Gen 3.24.  

Verse 8 – “Six wings”.  See Ezekiel 1.8 - The cherubim in this vision had four wings and two hands and wheels intersecting.  The reason is that the judgement on Israel would come through a man i.e., Nebuchadnezzar.  Here, however, there are six wings indicating that the judgement would come direct from heaven.  

“Full of eyes within”.  This indicates complete perception Heb. 4.12-13.  In Zechariah’s eight night visions, vision number six (Zechariah 5.1-4) indicated that judgement would be in accordance with God’s Word i.e., in accordance with the sanctuary.  

“They rest not day or night and cry holy, holy, holy.”  This firstly suggests the trinity and secondly that God is completely separate from all His creation.  God is completely and entirely unique.  Satan’s accusation was that God was not unique and that he could be like the Most High.  

“Lord God Almighty”.  Lord – Jehovah - representing the covenant-keeping God;  God – the Creator;  Almighty – indicates that He will execute all He has determined both in judgement and blessing. 

“Which Was” – His eternality.  

“And Is” – His self-existence and continuance.  

“And is to Come” – the One who will fulfil every promise and covenant. 

The worship of the living creatures and elders verses 9-11.   

Verse 9 – When the living creatures give glory, honour, thanks, it should be noted that these cherubim address God in the third person.  They indicate that this Divine person on the throne lives forever and will thus never vacate the throne.  Again, the judicial function of the cherubim should be noted.  It should be remembered that Satan was once a cherub that said he would be like the Most High.  

Verses 10-11  The elders worship and cast their crowns before the throne.  The elders address God in the second person.  Thus, the worship of the elders is different in character to the cherubim.  1 Cor. 2.16 - we have the mind of Christ; thus, as members of the church who experience redemption, our hearts have been won by His love.  Thus, as W. Scott declares, “the living creatures celebrate and declare; the elders worship and understand”.  All through Revelation, the elders give the reason for worshipping.  There is spiritual intelligence.  The living creatures in verse 9 give glory, honour and thanks.  The elders in verse11 give glory, honour and power (dunamis).  Why?  All were created for God’s pleasure.  However, the elders have experienced the gospel which is the power (dunamis) of God unto salvation. Rom 1.16.  

In chapter 4, the throne is prominent; in chapter 5, the lamb is prominent. 

A glance back at Satan - Ez. 28.14.  Lucifer was the anointed or messiah cherub.  He became the arch rebel.  No redemption is provided.  Matt 25.41 - Christ indicated that hell was prepared for the devil and his angels.  Humans deserve hell, but redemption has been provided at infinite cost.  Thus, the slain lamb will now be in view.  

Isaac Watts commented on this with precision: 

 “Come, let us join our cheerful songs with angels around the throne.  
Ten thousand thousand other tongues, but all their joys are one.  

Worthy the lamb that died they cried to be exalted thus. 

 Worthy the lamb our lips reply for He was slain for us.”

b. the seven sealed scroll of the lamb 5.1-14.  

There are four sections which commence “I saw” or “I beheld”.  

1.)  The scroll

2.)  The challenge

3.)  The song

4.)  The worship.  

Verse 1 – the scroll.  Remember the background: 1) man was made in God’s image Gen 1.26, 2) man was given dominion i.e., tenant ownership of the planet Gen 1.26.  3) Man’s present condition: dead in trespasses and sins Eph 2.1-3 and thus in a lost- state position Eph 2.2.  God, however is still owner of the planet Rev. 4.11  Thus, 1.  God must redeem fallen man 2.  God must evict the illegal squatter on the planet – namely, Satan.  

1.) Verse 1 - the scroll.  Revelation is the book of the scroll; thus, to understand the revelation is to identify and understand the scroll with its seven seals.  

2.)  Verse 2 – the challenge – Who is worthy to open the book and loose or break the seven seals?  Thus, this event is crucial in God’s programme promised in Genesis 3.15.  Verses 3-4  It was discovered that no man was worthy to break the seals and open the book and this caused John tremendous grief.

Understanding the Scroll and its Purpose.

God provides an illustration in Israel.  

(1.) The principle that the land belonged to God as Creator – Gen. 12.7, Lev 25.23.  God is indicated as the ultimate owner and king of the planet Ps. 149.2,  Is 43.15.  

(2.) The principle of tenant possession.  God gave the land of Canaan to His ancient people Israel to possess as an inheritance forever – Gen. 13.15; 15.7;  Deut. 19.14;  Joshua 1.2  NB  God was the ultimate owner.  Israel was to rule over His land for His benefit.  The Mosaic Law spelled out the arrangement i.e., Jehovah – sole landlord, Israel – the tenants.  Jehovah is depicted as king; Israel as fiefs - see Lev. 25.55.  In short, the arrangement was a theocracy.  This arrangement was a direct challenge to Satan.  Compare Job 1.7 to Joshua 1.3.  

(3.) The principle of not losing tenant possession.  God, the ultimate owner of the land, has the right to appoint tenants.  Thus, the Israelites had only tenant possession.  For this reason, they were forbidden to sell the land forever Lev.25.23.  “The land shall not be sold forever, for the land is Mine and you are but aliens and my tenants.”  Thus the Israelites could only receive the land BY INHERITANCE.  The land could not be disposed of by sale or treaty.  It could only be apportioned to the legal heirs i.e., Israel.  The Israelite could not sell or dispose of the land by treaty, the land did not belong to him.  In the event of mismanagement, the tenant possession or administration of the portion of the land could be sold temporarily see Lev.25.15-16 and 25-27.  This however, could never be permanent.  God established the year of jubilee Lev. 25.28.  God ordained Israel’s calendar system incorporating the year of jubilee (Lev 25.8-10).  Thus, the land must be returned to the original tenant in the year of jubilee Lev 25.10, 13,28 and 27.24.   

(4.) The principle of not loosing tenant possession to a person outside the original tenant’s tribe.  Num. 36.9 - Inheritance could not be transferred from one tribe to another.  Num. 27.8-11 - On the death of a person, his tenant possession could only be given to a member of that family.  In the case where heirs were daughters, a complication arose.  If the daughters married outside the tribe, the daughter’s inheritance would transfer to the husband’s tribe.  Thus, in the case of Zelophehad’s daughters, special arrangements were made – Num. 36.5-9.  The girls were allowed to marry only within their tribe.  Thus, the daughters’ offspring would maintain tenant possession. As an aside, it was essential for Christ to have the legal right to the city of David, Jerusalem.  Joseph was the legal heir, but not the actual father of our Lord.  However, Mary was from David through his son Nathan.  Thus, the legal right to the city and the regal rights for the throne of David go right directly to Messiah Jesus.  

(5.) The principle of redemption.  

(a) The right of redemption Lev. 25.23-26.  When tenant possession was sold, it could be redeemed.: 1 - by the original tenant or 2 - by a kinsman i.e., a near relative with a view to keeping the tenancy within the tribe.  

(b) The redemption price.  Lev. 25.27.  The sum of money would be equivalent to the rent for the years the lease was yet supposed to run, namely, until the year of jubilee.  

(c) The kinsman redeemer’s keeping of the land for his own purpose.  When the redemption price was paid, the kinsman redeemer administered the land for his own benefit.  The owner, i.e., original tenant, only took possession in the year of jubilee see Jer.32.6-9 and Luke 4.7-8.  

(d) The deeds of purchase.  Two copies were made.  One sealed and one kept in a secure place - Jer. 32.10-16.  The other copy of course was open.  The seals could only be broken by an authorised person.  In the case of land at Anathoth, it would have to be Jeremiah.  

(e) The need for the sealed scroll deed.  If the legal tenant did not take possession immediately, ownership could be challenged, especially if there were a usurper occupying the land.  

The case of Jeremiah

a. The circumstances of Jeremiah.  He was shut up in prison Jer. 32.1-3.  b.  The purchase by Jeremiah - Jer. 32.6-9.  The property purchased at Anathoth was for 17 shekels.  

c.  The evidence of purchase – two documents – one sealed, one opened.  

d.  Jeremiah’s problem  (32.16-25).  Jeremiah could not take possession of the land because the property would be in the hands of usurpers for at least 70 years.  

e.  God’s promise (32.26-27 and 36-44).  The oblique reference made here is to the New Covenant, the coming kingdom and the specific promise to Jeremiah.  

f. Jeremiah’s portion.  It is interesting that Ezek. 45.1 gives the dimensions of the land at the return of Messiah Jesus and for 17 shekels; Jeremiah has a prime site in the kingdom. Thus, Jeremiah’s property is safeguarded through the sealed scroll.  At the moment, this very area is challenged by Palestinians and apostate Israel.  Israel is presently bartering land for peace.  Israel’s position is adequately described in Lamentations 5.2.  This, however, will be completely reversed when Messiah Jesus sets up the millennial kingdom.  

_____________________________

(f) the two responsibilities of the kinsman redeemer 

(1) he must pay the redemption price for the land and thereby obtain the right of tenant possession

(2) the kinsman redeemer must exercise administrative control over the land.  This could and will mean the use of force to evict the usurper.  Thus, the kinsman redeemer must pay the required redemption price and exercise power to recover tenant occupancy.  

(g) the reinstatement of the original tenant.  The kinsman redeemer would 

  (1) pay the redemption price

 
 (2) provide a sealed scroll for proof of ownership 

 (3) evict by force the usurper  

 (4) exercise administrative control over the land 

(5) in the year of jubilee, the land would revert to the original owner.  Thus, the redemption price had to include those who had forfeited the right of tenancy.

The demonstration of this principle in the book of Ruth.

1. The lost estate.  Ruth 1.1-5

2. The return of Naomi  Ruth 1.16-17

3. The inclusion of a condemned Gentile woman  Deut. 23.3  Ruth 1.16-17 (Ruth could not return under the terms of the curse under Deut 23.3; however, under the law of  kinsman redeemer, she could return as her husband, an Israelite, had died and she was therefore available to be redeemed by a kinsman redeemer see Rom 7.4.)

4. Gleaning in the field of the kinsman redeemer  Ruth 2.1-3

5. The request for Boaz to exercise kinsman redeemership  Ruth 3.8-9,11

6. The payment of the redemption price Ruth 4.1-2.  This of course was for the land and the rightful tenant.

7. The message to Naomi the Israelite  Ruth 3.15-18.   Six measures of barley were provided suggesting a Sabbath rest yet remained for the nation of Israel see Heb 4.9

8. The marriage of Boaz and Ruth.  Ruth 4.13

9. The blessing of Naomi (after marriage).  Ruth 4.17

10. The result – the exaltation of the messianic king i.e., David - see Ruth 4.17-22

Note three points in Ruth 2.1 - Boaz was a near kinsman, a mighty man and a wealthy man.  Thus, through his relationship he was able to pay the redemption price and exercise the required power.  In this respect, Boaz is a type of Christ.

The Story line of Ruth.

A. A Lost Estate.

B. Excluded from the Land

C. Repentance and Return

D. The Kinsman Redeemer Provided

E. The Price Paid and the Power Exercised

F. The Gentile Bride

G. Blessing to Israel

This story line is displayed in the sacred calendar of redemption set out in Leviticus 23.  The first four feasts of Israel are four striking types demonstrating the price paid by our Kinsman Redeemer for our redemption.  

1) Passover – God’s lamb slain.  

2) Unleavened bread – holiness provided  

3) Firstfruits – the resurrection of our Lord and resurrection guaranteed for the saints.  

4) Pentecost – the coming of the Holy Spirit providing regeneration and the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

The next step in the calendar of redemption is discovered in verse 22 indicating that Gentiles i.e., strangers, are allowed to glean in the fields of the Israelites.  After Pentecost, Israel was set aside and the Gentile church formed representing the bride of Christ see Ruth 2.2.  

The remaining three feasts: 

1) Trumpets – the re-gathering of Israel 

2) The Day of Atonement – the repentance of Israel 

3) Tabernacles – the setting up of the millennial kingdom. 

The identification of the sealed scroll of Revelation 5.1

Renald Showers suggests several parallels for the redemption of the land in Israel and God’s programme for the redemption of the world.  

1. The land of Israel belonged to God.  Similarly, the whole earth and everything in it belongs to God.  Henry N. Morris declared the earth is permanently God’s possession by right of Creation Ex. 19.5,  1 Chron. 29.11, Psalm 24.1-2; 47.2-3,7-9.

2. The terms of the everlasting covenant - see Genesis 1.26-28, Psalm 115.16, Is. 24.5.  Just as God gave the land of Israel to the people of Israel as an inheritance forever, so He gave planet earth to mankind to possess as an inheritance forever.  In Biblical terms, son involves the concept of heir - see Galatians 4.7.  In Luke 3.38, Adam is referred to as God’s son.  Thus, he was given the right of inheritance of the earth.  The original title deed is in Gen 1.28, but note that man is simply the tenant; God is the landlord – thus, men had to govern under the terms of the Theocracy.  

3. The restriction:  Just as the Israelites were forbidden to lose forever their tenant possession, so mankind was forbidden to lose tenant possession of planet earth.  The loss of tenant possession.  Israel lost tenant possession to a foreign usurper because of rebellion against God.  Adam and Eve joined Satan in revolt against God.  Satan, thus, usurped tenant possession of the earth away from its original tenant see Luke 4.5-6.  Satan declared in verse six that all the power and glory of the kingdoms he would hand over to Christ for his worship and then stated “for that is delivered unto me”.  Showers indicates that the perfect passive verb is used indicating that Satan’s rulership of the planet had been delivered to him by someone else.  That someone else of course was our first parents.  Jesus called Satan prince of this world (John 12.31, 14.30, 16.11).  Paul indicated Satan to be the god of this age (2 Cor. 4.4).  It is now defiled and under a curse because man transgressed God’s law i.e., the laws of tenancy to administrate the earth domain (Is. 24.5-6).  Creation was made subject to vanity, corruption, groanings, travailing and pain waiting for the usurper to be evicted and the Theocracy to be restored Rom 8.19-23.  The proof text is Psalm 2.8.  God gave heirship to Adam.  This was lost; thus, another heir must be appointed, namely the last Adam - Jesus.  

4. The Israelite tenant possession was to remain in the tribe forever.  Thus it was with the earth domain.  It was to remain in tenant possession of mankind forever.  Tenancy outside of mankind was given over to angelkind i.e., a being totally outside of mankind see 2 Cor. 11.14.

5. God provided a programme for Israel to prevent tenant possession being lost permanently.  Similarly, God has made a provision for the recovery of mankind’s tenant possession of the earth domain.  This provision is in the form of a kinsman redeemer (see Ruth).  Redemption of mankind is needed and recovery of the tenancy and possession of planet earth.  

A.   Immediately after man forfeited tenancy to Satan (Gen 3.1-7), God gave the Genesis 3.15 promise.  Note the reference to the seed of the woman.  The redeemer had to be a kinsman. 

 B.  Jesus born of a woman, so could be a kinsman redeemer Galatians 4.4-5. 

 C.  Christ took flesh and blood to provide redemption.  Heb. 9.12-15.  In this position, our Lord was able to destroy the work of the devil.  Heb. 2.14-16

 D.  Jesus came in human flesh (1 John 4.2, 1John 1.1) to destroy the works of the devil.  1 John 3.8.  

 E.  The fact of the regeneration.  In Matt. 19.28,  two words are used for regeneration, namely palin genesia.  The meaning is genesis again.   Jesus will exercise the rulership of the planet at His return.  The first Adam lost that inheritance; the last Adam will restore it.  1 Cor. 15.45.  

 F.  Peter made the same declaration. Acts 3.19-21.  Peter was referring to the future restoration of the original order.  

 6.   The redemption price.  Boaz had to pay a redemption price for Naomi, Ruth and the land.  Christ paid the redemption price with His own blood.  Eph. 1.7, Col. 1.14, 1 Peter 1.18-19, Rev 5.9  

 7.  The kinsman redeemer’s right to take over administration of the land he has redeemed.  See Boaz in the book of Ruth.  So Messiah Jesus, the last Adam, will administer the earth’s domain for God’s purpose.  Rev. 11.15, Zech. 14.9 

 8.  The scroll of Revelation 5.1.   This is THE DEED OF PURCHASE FOR MANKIND’S TENANT POSSESSION OF THE EARTH or administration of the earth.  When Jeremiah paid the redemption price, so a scroll deed of purchase was made.  When Christ shed His blood and paid the redemption price, the Revelation 5.1 scroll was written and sealed and the scroll was written on both sides.  This is legal evidence that the redemption price has been paid.  

 9.  The need for the sealed scroll deed. One of Jeremiah’s deeds was sealed, thus the contents could not be changed because there would be foreign squatters who would contest the terms of the title deeds.  Thus, the sealed scroll was placed in a secure place.  In the same way, the title deeds purchased by Christ needed to be in a secure place i.e., God’s right hand.  Sealed with seven seals.  Seven suggests that which is total and complete. Thus, the title deeds cannot be changed i.e., they are secure in God’s right hand and sealed with seven seals.

Applying these facts to the verse in Revelation 5.1.  

Remember the two responsibilities of the kinsman redeemer:

1.  To pay the required price.  

2.  To take possession of the land, if required, by force.  

Thus, Christ the last Adam, (1) has paid the redemption price, (2) has thus obtained the right to take tenant possession and man must take actual possession of the earth and exercise administrative control as God’s representative. 

 Remember the four sections of Chapter 5:  

1. The book

2. The challenge  

3. The song 

4. The worship.  

1. The Book 

Verse 1 - in a secure place sealed with seven seals.

2. The Challenge

 Verses 2-4 

 Verse 2.  The proclamation of the strong angel – who is worthy to open the book and break the seals?     Verse 3 – No man worthy.  NB only a man could open the book and break the seals.  It had to be a man, a kinsman redeemer see Gen. 3.15.   The same challenge of course applies to Satan; he must provide a man who will emerge in the remaining chapters of Revelation.  Verse 4 -  John’s tears – no man was found worthy to open or read the book, neither to look thereon.  John recognised that without a kinsman redeemer, man is doomed and lost.  

The three titles of the kinsman redeemer  Verses 5-7  

1. The Lion of the tribe of Judah.  Lion is the symbol of power and courage.  Once a lion commences its pounce, it is unstoppable.  See the prophecy of Gen. 49.8-10.  This looks back to the Genesis 3.15 promise and Abrahamic Covenant Gen. 12.1-3.  See also David’s Messianic Psalms and 2 Sam 22.41 and Psalm 18.40.  

2. The Root of David.  The Davidic Covenant is in view.  This is based on Isaiah 11.10.  The Root indicates a past glory with future hope see Amos 9.11-12.  

3. The Lamb that was slain.  Verse 6  The song in verses 9 and 10 refers to Christ’s redemptive work.  Thus, the first requirement is fulfilled of the kinsman redeemer.   see John 1.29.  

The seven horns.  In the Old Testament, the horn was a direct term for power.  Seven horns indicate Divine plenitude of power.  Thus, the price has been fully paid “the lamb that was slain”.  Power is fully provided – the seven horns.  Thus, Jesus is the rightful redeemer and ruler.  It will be recalled in verse 5 that two requirements are demanded of the kinsman redeemer: price and power.  It states Christ hath prevailed to open the book and to loose the seven seals thereof.  Prevailed denotes victory, superiority, overwhelming general success.  It also involves the overthrow of an opposing force.  This victory took place at Calvary -John 16.11  “The prince of this world is judged”.  

Verse 6 – “The seven eyes are the seven spirits of God sent forth into all the world.”  Eyes denotes God’s omniscience (Zech. 4.10).  God knows of the present circumstances and of the whole situation.  In Zech. 4.8-10, the branch denotes Christ’s first coming; the stone, Christ’s second coming.  Note that the stone features seven eyes.  The engravings on the stone denote the wounds of Calvary.  Thus, when Christ comes to set up the kingdom, He will come with the nail prints proving that the price has been paid by the kinsman redeemer.  The seven spirits sent forth into all the earth.  This demonstrates the power exercised of the kinsman redeemer.  

Verse 7  - and He (Jesus) came and took the book.  In Daniel 7.9-14, the same event is predicted - the unfolding of the most important event in human history.  The Kinsman Redeemer has paid the redemption price.  He will now break the seals, open the book and exercise Divine power.  The usurper will be evicted.  The Kinsman Redeemer will take over as the last Adam and exercise administrative authority of the planet lost by the first Adam.  

3. The song verses 8-10. 

 Verse 8 – “and when He had taken the book”.  Note the significance of this event.  

A. The living creatures, i.e., cherubim; the elders, i.e., the church; fall down and worship.

B. The elders have harps and golden vials indicating the prayer of the saints.  Thus, prayer and praise should always look to this event “thy kingdom come”.  John said, “even so come Lord Jesus”. Rev. 22.20.  

Verse 9 - The new song i.e., when the Lord Jesus as kinsman redeemer takes the book.  This is sung in the second person indicating the elders’ experience of Christ’s redemptive work.  

A.  The Lord Jesus is worthy to take the book and open the seals.  Why? 

B.  Because He paid the redemption price as kinsman redeemer.  

Verse 10 – The result.  “And has made us unto our God kings and priests and shall (in the future) reign on the earth.”  Note that this was the place lost by the first Adam and taken by the usurper Satan. 

 The angelic response verses 11-12.  It should be remembered that rebellion began in heaven under the leadership of Lucifer (Ezek. 28 and Isaiah 14).  Verse 11 The innumerable number of angels.  They surround the throne, cherubim and elders.  See Hebrews 1.14.  These angelic beings are ministers to the heirs of salvation.  Verse 12 “saying (not singing) in a loud voice.”  This they are doing in the third person.  “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain” that is, paid the redemption price as kinsman redeemer.  

Seven things are noted by the angels 

1) power (dynamin), that is, Christ is to exercise His right as kinsman redeemer to recover the lost estate under the first Adam.  

2) riches (plouton) this means all wealth in every realm  see 2 Cor. 8.9, Eph 3.8.

3) wisdom (sophian) this relates to purposeful creation and government of the world.  These three points concern Christ’s rule of righteousness.  This is in contrast to the rulership of the seed of the serpent which will be seen later, referred to as the idol shepherd in Zech. 11.15-17.  This diabolical person will act as a fake kinsman redeemer.  

4) strength (sischyn) see Luke 11.21-22. The Lord Jesus has the strength to evict the usurper Satan and exercise His right as kinsman redeemer.  

5) honour (timen) see Heb. 2.9. Christ receives honour because of His sacrifice as kinsman redeemer. 

6) glory (doxan) This refers to Divine and heavenly radiance see John 1.14, Heb. 2.9.  

7) blessing (eulogian)  It means praise.  It includes a willingness to praise without coercion see 1 Chron. 29.11-13.  

Verse 13 The glorious doxology from all creation.  It includes the animate and inanimate creation see Rom 8.22-23.  It will subsequently even include fallen angels 2 Peter 2.4, Jude 6, Phil 2.9-11.  This is the glorious goal of Revelation.

4. The worship.  

Verse 14. - The amen of the Cherubim and the worship of the elders.  The tense of the amen indicates that they keep on repeating it.  When we recognise what our kinsman redeemer has wrought, we worship.  

2.  The opening of the first seal – peaceful conquest  6.1-2

Introduction:  The significance of Christ’s action with the scroll. 

A.  John wept when no man was able to open the scroll.  

B.  There was intense rejoicing and praise when Christ took the scroll.  

1) The need for evidence.  The redemption price was paid 2000 years ago.  The usurper, Satan, will challenge the kinsman redeemer.  Remember the Satanocracy was established with the first Adam.  Satan will mount the challenge during Daniel’s 70th week – Revelation 4-9.   see Daniel 7.21-22, 25-27; Rev. 6.9-11, Rev. 11.3-10 and 13.7.    Israel must repent.  Thus, Satan will endeavour to annihilate Israel before they can do this during the seven-year tribulation period. see Zech 12-14  Acts 3.12, 19-21, Daniel 9.27, Matt. 24.15-16, Rev. 12.7-17.  

At the end of the 70th week i.e., the seven-year period of tribulation, Satan will make his final push.  This will culminate with the battle of Armageddon - Rev. 16.12-16.  Satan will muster all his forces, both angelic and rebellious mankind see Psalm 2.1-3.  

2) The irrefutable evidence.  The taking of the sealed deed from its secure place, breaking its seals, opening it and reading its contents publicly.  Thus, this will be proof that Messiah Jesus is the kinsman redeemer.  Note the pattern in Jeremiah. The purchase, the sealed deeds, the safe place.  Jer. 32 especially verse 27.  All this work will be accomplished through Christ Jesus.  

3) The breaking of the seals.  Christ Jesus alone will break the seals, not Satan nor antichrist nor rebellious mankind. The Holy Spirit through John carefully records in chapters 6-8 that the enactment of last things is performed through the Lamb.  One by one, He opens the seals.  As each is broken, so God’s plan is wrought. 

4) The bombardment of the Satanocracy.  In the pattern of warfare, bombardment is first accomplished, then invasion.  This will be a display of the day of the wrath of the Lamb.  The opening of the seals will be a demonstration of judgement affecting every department of nature, shaking it from the enemy’s grasp. 

 5) The reading of the scroll deed.  Rev. 8-18  The seventh seal contains seven trumpet and seven bowl judgements; thus, there will be a total bombardment of the Satanocracy.  Thus, the scroll fully opened and read will take place after the seven seals are broken (Rev 11.15-19).  

The commentary of this event in Psalm 2:  

(1) verses 1-3 the world under Satan challenges the kinsman redeemer in taking possession of the earth domain.  

(2) verses 4-5 - Reference is made to Him who sitteth in the heavens.  Remember that the scroll is in a safe place, God’s right hand.  It is noted that he will vex them; that refers to the seven years bombardment  

(3) verses 6-7  The last Adam is set in the Davidic throne.  The decree declared i.e., the scroll opened and read.  Jesus Messiah is the kingsman redeemer.  Gal 4.7 - Son means heir.  Verse 8 -–the inheritance of earth domain given to the last Adam. 

(4) verse 9 - the 1000 years reign in righteousness 

(5) verses 10-12 the demands of God’s Son during the millennial reign.  

Recapitulation and Survey:  The unique and eternal God created the universe for His own benefit and sovereign purpose; thus, only He has the right to rule and crush any rebel who challenges that rule.

1. God gave mankind tenant possession of the earth; thus, the rulership was a Theocracy. 

2. Mankind forfeited eternal possession by following Satan’s lead and rebelling against God. 

3. The Theocracy was lost and a Satanocracy was established.

4. God’s purpose is to restore the Theocracy.

5. This would require a kinsman redeemer i.e., one born of woman, being part of mankind.  He would: (1) pay the redemption price; (2) display and exercise power to evict the usurper and re-establish the Theocracy.

6. Messiah Jesus came, born of a woman, and paid the redemption price.

7. The deed of purchase, the sealed scroll, was prepared and placed in a safe place.

8. Messiah Jesus did not take immediate tenant possession of the earth domain.

9. Seven years before Christ takes tenant possession, He will take the sealed scroll and open the seals.

10. The Satanocracy will challenge the rights of the kinsman redeemer and the Satanocracy will be bombarded for seven years Rev. 6-18

11. Messiah Jesus confronts Satan at his coming to take tenant possession of the earth.  Rev. 19.11-19

12. The scroll will have been opened fully and read.

13. Satan will be evicted. Rev. 19.20 – 20.3

14. The last Adam will re-establish the Theocracy and rule as God’s representative.

15. After this purpose has been completed, God will judge Satan and his forces for eternity, destroy the present heaven and earth and create new ones for the future eternal state.  Rev. 20.7 – 22.21

Exposition: Back to Chapter 6.1 (page 44)

The first seal – peaceful conquest.  Note John states, “I looked”.  In other words, he was an eye-witness.  

Verse 2 - 1.  The identity of the rider.  Notice particularly, the Lamb opened the first seal and one of the cherubim gave the command come.  Thus, God is sovereign.  The man of sin will appear in God’s time.  

The question:  How could the breaking of this first seal be a 

judgement upon Satan’s kingdom?

In 2 Thess. 2.3-7, it is recorded (verse 6) that the restrainer will restrain lawlessness until he be taken out of the way.  This restraint of the Spirit of God on lawlessness goes back to Gen. 6.3.  After the flood, God, through His Holy Spirit, brought a restraining influence on sinful mankind.  The verse in Gen. 6.3 indicates that God will not always restrain i.e., govern lawlessness in the world (see Rom 13.3-6 and 1 Peter 2. 13-14).  With the release of the rider on the white horse, this restraining influence of the Holy Spirit will be removed, giving free reign to the man of sin.  God will prove that Satan is incompetent to rule.  

Verse 2 – “and I looked” 

1) A white horse.  This was used by conquerors with a suggestion to provide righteous rule.  Remember, there will be false prophets during the first 3 ½ years of Daniel’s 70th week. 

2) A bow.  This suggests a bloodless conquest. 

3) A crown.  The word is stephanous, that is, a conqueror’s crown.  Messiah Jesus has a diadema, the crown of kings. 

4) Went forth conquering and to conquer, that is, there was a series of conquering activities.  The identity of the rider is depicted in Daniel 11.36-39.  This is none other than the antichrist, the seed of the serpent (Dan. 9.27).  He will make a covenant with Israel and will bring peace to the Middle East.  He will be the ruler of a 10-nation confederacy in Europe.  This will usher in what some theologians call the false millennium.  

Note the following facts: 

(1).  God’s Holy Spirit has restrained lawlessness since the flood Gen. 6.3.  Now the lawless one will be released. 

(2).  God would raise up an idol, worthless shepherd Zech 11.15-17.  The word foolish in verse 15 means morally perverted, insolent toward God.  Thus, antichrist will be the one depicted in 2 Thess. 2.11, Dan. 7.21 & 25, Rev. 13.7.  He will blaspheme God (Dan. 11.36), do according to his will and exalt himself.   He will kill godly people  (Dan. 7.21, 25), think to change times and laws (Dan. 7.25).

 Various Purposes will be Accomplished:  

1.  Israel will repent. (Israel will be punished through this event).  Zech. 11  

2.  Judgement will be brought upon the world.  Isaiah 3.1-15.  

3.  There will be an exposure of the world’s unbelief. 2 Thess. 2.10-12, Rev. 13.3-8  

4.  The instigation of the final showdown between Christ and Satan’s forces will commence.  Rev. 6-18, Rev. 19.11- 20.3.  This event, the breaking of the first seal, is the beginning of birth pangs.  See Matt. 24.6&8, Mark 13.7-8, Luke 21.9-10.

 3.  The opening of the second seal – Warfare and Bloodshed  6.3-4.  

This is proof that Satan is incompetent to rule.  Genesis 6.5-7, 13 give the antediluvian picture of society prior to God’s restraint by the Holy Spirit.  This was removed at the rapture (2 Thess. 2.7) and this is the result - “They slew one another”.  Note a great sword was given to the rider.  

4.  The opening of the third seal – widespread famine 6.5-6.  

Verse 5 – the black horse and a rider with a pair of balances.  Black suggests lamentation and mourning.  The reason – economic disaster.  The balance suggests scarcity.  Rebellion against God is costly. 

Verse 6 – the announcement from the throne - “the voice from the midst of the four living creatures”.  The sovereign God always decrees the result of man’s rebellion see Rom 1.24, 26, 28.  God gave them up i.e., handed them over as a judge would to a jailer.  The measure – a measure of wheat one quart i.e., a litre; this amount equates to minimum rations for a denarius.  This equates to one day’s wages.  Three measures of barley equates to 3 litres for a denarius.  This would be less nutritious and would only feed a family at starvation levels.  “hurt not the oil and wine” - these are luxury items.  This indicates the disparity between the rich and the poor.  This would increase the effects of the judgement (see the sixth seal for judgement of the rich). 

5. The opening of the fourth seal – death to one-fourth of the earth’s inhabitants 6.7-8. 

Verse 7 – the time of the event: still in the first  3 ½ years of the tribulation period.  This is described as the birth pangs period.  Daniel 9.26-27 refers to this period in relation to Israel.  The beginning of verse 27 states “and he (that is, antichrist) shall confirm the covenant with many for one week.”  This makes reference to many in Israel.  

Verse 8 – a pale green horse.  The colour is that of a corpse in an advance state of corruption.  The rider – death.  The hearse – hades.  The hearse followed the horse and rider.  Hades – reference to this is made in Luke 16.22-23.  Hades literally means the unseen.  

1) Hades prior to the ascension of Christ – there were 2 divisions. One for saved and one for the lost.  The first is described as paradise and Abraham’s bosom.  The second, which contained the lost, was separated by a great gulf.  

2) Hades since the ascension of Christ – for the unsaved, they are still in Hades awaiting the final judgement when they will be raised and appear before the Great White Throne  Rev. 20.13-14.  All in this group will be lost and will be consigned to hell.  For those in paradise, they are now in the immediate presence of God.  see Paul’s experience 2 Cor. 12. 1-4.  The change took place at our Lord’s ascension see Eph. 4.8-10.  

The present position for those who die in Christ – at home with the Lord.  The lost – in Hades awaiting final judgement.  Thus, this seal applies to the lost.  See the fifth seal for the saved at this period.  “and power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with the sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.”  One-fourth represents in round figures 1.25 billion people.  Note the means of death: sword, hunger, pestilence, beasts.  This echoes Old Testament judgements (Jer. 14.12, 21.7, 24,10, 44.13, Ezek. 5.12, 6.11-12).  

These four seals complete the first 3 ½ years of the wrath period of the Day of the Lord, otherwise described as the birth pangs period see Matt. 24.9-10, Mark 13.9-13, Luke 21.12-17.  The period commences with a false peace and ends with destruction and death see 1Thess. 5.1-5.

The commencement of the hard labour birth pangs, otherwise known as 

The Time of Jacob’s Trouble and the Great Tribulation.

6.  The opening of the fifth seal.  Prayers for Divine Vengeance.  6.9-11  

Verse 9 – Note John states “I saw” and he faithfully relates all that he witnessed.  What John saw:  under the altar – “the souls of them that were slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held”.  The scene is back in heaven in God’s kingly palace and temple see Psalm 11.4, 29.9-10, Isaiah 6.1. The cry for vengeance.  Remember the dispensation: the Day of the Lord, otherwise known as the night period and thus a period of judgement.  The souls of these martyrs are described as being under the altar.  This makes reference to the life blood of the martyrs (the life is in the soul).  The blood of the slain animal was poured out at the base of the altar.  The word slain is the one used for animal sacrifice.  Note that the blood is precious in God’s eyes.  In the Old Testament dispensation, it was not to be consumed.  Thus, this picture indicates the tribulation saints slain during the first 3 ½ years.  

Verse 10 – the cry from the martyrs “How long, O Lord,”  

The word O Lord is despotes.  It has the following meanings: 

1) an absolute ruler with unlimited power unchecked by any law 

2) to intrude a land already occupied by someone else in order to take possession of it.  

Thus, the cry is for the Lord to exercise His power as kinsman redeemer to evict the usurper Satan.  

“Holy and true” -  Satan alleges 1) God is not different and 2) God has lied and that He has no love for His creatures.  These saints recognise God for all He is.  “judge and avenge our blood” see Luke 18.7.  Note the change in the dispensation.  Law, grace, now judgement.  “on them that dwell on the earth”.  Dwell is in the present participle i.e., a continuous repeated action.  The word also is katoikio.  It means those who have settled down.  The people referred to therefore, have 1) no thought of heaven, 2) and yet have no claim on earth.  The same word is used in Rev. 2.13 where Satan dwelleth.  

Verse 11 – God’s answer.  

1. White robes given i.e., a place in heaven and rulership  

2.  Advised to rest for a little season.  

3.  Until fellowservants and brethren are slain  

4.  Should be fulfilled, this literally means filled full.  Then God will exercise His role as Despotes. 

 7.  The opening of the sixth seal causing disturbances.  6.12-17. 

Verse 12 – The events.  

1).  A great earthquake sieisnos megas.  This was a Day of the Lord event in Old Testament prophecy see Isaiah 2.10-22, Haggai 2.6-7 and Zech 14.4-5 at Christ’s return.  The Lord announced this see Matt. 24.29 and Luke 21.11.  

2).  The darkening of the sun.  Again, this was a common prediction in both Old Testament and New Testament see Isaiah 13.10, Joel 2.10,31; Matt. 24.29, Mark 13.24-25, Luke 21.25.   

3).  The reddening of the moon.  This makes reference to the whole moon.  Thus, the moon will be totally eclipsed.  

4.)  Verse13 - An unprecedented outbreak of meteors and comets. The noun, Asteres, would point to this.  It does not make reference to the stars as they are still in place at the fourth trumpet.  

Verse 14 – the whole expanse of heaven effected.  The appearance will be that heaven will appear to split and fall back in two directions.  This is predicted in Isaiah 34.4.  This is not the ultimate destruction of the planet (see Rev. 20.11 and 21.1).  The picture is that the whole of the earth’s crust is disrupted.  

Verse 15 – the effect.  The thought is that the normal habitation for all classes is to hide in dens and rocks of the mountains.  

Verse 16 – the command of the populace to the mountains and rocks:  a) fall on us and b) hide us.  The tense is the aorist imperative i.e., do this once and for all.  “From Him that sitteth on the throne”.  The word sitteth is in the present participle indicating continued action.  NB There was now recognition of God’s throne and the wrath of the Lamb.  The word wrath is orge, this is a measured wrath and pictures sap rising in a plant which eventually bursts into bloom.  These people had forsaken the blood of the Lamb and they therefore must now come under the wrath of the Lamb.  

Verse 17 – the theological appreciation.  Remember these people were unregenerate.  They understood this event to be the narrow Day of the Lord i.e., Christ’s actual second coming see Joel 2.30-31, Matt 24.29-30.  NB there is fear and a desire to be freed from facing God’s wrath.  However, the narrow Day of the Lord, when again there will be cosmic disturbances, will not cause men to flee.  There will be a final, bold defiance against God (Rev. 19.11-19).  

Why the change?

Satan’s man and false prophet will display supernatural powers (2 Thess. 2.9-10, Rev. 11.7-10; 13.4,11-15).  Satan and his angels will also be present (Rev. 12.7-17).  

The question: Who will be able to stand, that is stand on the earth when the true ruler comes?  

The rhetorical question demands a negative answer.  

It should be noted that at this stage there is still a fear of God. 

 8.  The slaves of God.  7.1-17.  

A. Those on earth - verses 1-8  

Verses 1-3  There are five elements in this passage: 

(i) four angels 

(ii) their position – the four corners of the world

(iii) they were holding back the four winds of the earth.  The reason for this is given, namely that no damage be caused to the earth, the sea or trees.  

(iv) Verse 2   another angel ascending from the east having the seal of the living God.  This is the herald of the Lord’s coming Mal. 4.2.  

(v) Verse 3  the command of the angel to restrain damaging winds until servants had been sealed in their foreheads.  

The interpretation:  

1) the first three trumpet judgements.  These judgements will affect the earth, the sea and the trees.  Thus, the restraining angels are delaying the onslaught of this series of judgements (the winds are damaging winds see Jer. 49.36)  

2) the angel with the seal.  This is the mark of Divine protection see Ezek. 9.4-8 (remember the background of this case: judgement had been pronounced on Jerusalem and the servants of God were to be sealed).  The church is sealed with the Holy Spirit Eph 1.13.  The seal thus indicates 1) a finished transaction 2) ownership 3) security.  Thus, during the next 3 ½ years, there is this Divine protection.  The seal mark in Ezek 9.4 in the Hebrew is the mark of a cross.  The word seal is sphragis.  It means signant, private mark.  Satan’s seal in Rev. 13.16 translated as mark is charagma.  It literally means a scratch or etching.  It indicates a badge of servitude.  Note it is on the hand and the head.  Thus, in one there is the mark of salvation and in the other the mark of damnation.  Thus, there will be universal devastation, but it will only occur in God’s timing.  God is still on the throne (see Job).  

Interpretation:  

Literal:  The devastation predicted will be literal in every aspect.  

Figurative: 

A.  Earth, this suggests settled government see Rev. 10.2, Psalm 46.2  

B. Sea.  This suggests nations and peoples in anarchy and confusion Daniel 7.2-3, Isaiah 57.20  

C. Trees.  The might and pride of the earth, especially rulers.  Daniel 4.10, 22 Ezek. 31.3-9, 14-18.  

The sealed ones verses 4-8  

Verse 4.  This specifically indicates that they are the children of Israel i.e., Jacob.  Thus, ethnic Israel is referred to.  Remember the church has already been raptured (1 Thess. 4.13-18).  In this passage, the voice of the archangel is mentioned, that is, Michael.  This mighty angel has a special relationship to Israel.  Thus, Israel is grafted back into the olive and is God’s means of illumination during this dark period of human history see Rom.11.23-24.  The message prior to the Church Age was the gospel of the kingdom.  This was preached only to Israel and the kingdom would have appeared subject to Israel’s repentance.  

The Lord’s promise – (Matt. 24.14) the gospel of the kingdom would be preached in all the world, then the end would come.  

The great commission – Matt. 28.16-20  

A. Given to 11 disciples.  It will be recalled that one was missing.  

B. The promise of the Lord to be with them until the end of the age.  Thus the great commission has application to the church.  It certainly has application to the sealed of Israel during the great tribulation period.  In Acts 1.6-8, note the questions about the kingdom and Israel.  The Lord gave a promise to the disciples, that is the eleven, that they would be witnesses.  Acts 2.1-13.  With the coming of the power of the Holy Spirit, the gift of languages was gifted to the disciples.  Acts 28.23-29 Paul expounded the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.  The statement was that Israel would be set aside temporarily see Romans 9.10-11. 

Back to Revelation 7.4-8

Twelve tribes of Israel are sealed for service.  Judah first, the royal tribe.  This tribe of course relates specifically to the coming kingdom, as it was through Judah that Christ came.  

One interesting question:  Will the gift of languages be once again given to these worldwide ambassadors who will again preach the gospel of the kingdom?

The omissions.  The tribes of Dan and Ephraim are not included.  Remember: only eleven disciples received the commission. Both of these tribes were connected with idolatry.  

References made to names being blotted out (Deut. 28.18-21).  This involves loss of reward.  However, grace will prevail.  See the millennial tribes (Ezek. 48.2).  Judah and Benjamin open and close the list.  They were more faithful to the Davidic throne.  In Greek, the tribes are mentioned in pairs.  Thus, they are sent forth in pairs as in the gospels.  

B.  Those in heaven – the innumerable multitude 7.9-17.  

12 Verses 9-10 the innumerable company.  

Note the special features:

1) from all nations, people and tongues.  

2) they stood before the throne of the Lamb(the elders i.e., church saints, sat upon thrones)   

3)  they were clothed in white robes i.e., the righteousness of the saints Rev. 19.8.

4)  they had palms in their hands, i.e., joy for complete deliverance John 12.13 – Palm Sunday.  Lev. 23.40 – Feast of Tabernacles.  NB the palm tree is the only tree mentioned in the construction of the millennial temple.  

5) Verse 10 - the loud exclamation, “salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne and to the Lamb”.  In John 12.13, palms were used with the exclamation of “Hosanna”, i.e., please help.  But here, God has helped.  The word salvation suggests victory to our God and the Lamb.  

Verse 11 The adoration of the angelic host.  The four cherubim and innumerable angels rejoiced.  Why the cause for rejoicing?  See Luke 15.10 – “there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repents.”  

Verse 12 – The angelic answer to the multitude described in verse 10.  

1) amen.  Then the seven-fold doxology

(1) blessing - eulogia, literally good speaking i.e., praise 

(2) glory - doxa this means honour derived from earning a good reputation. Also the radiancy of the Divine person because of His work of deliverance. 

(3) wisdom - sophia wisdom related to God’s plan of salvation see Rom. 11.33-36. 

(4) Thanksgiving - eucharistia  eu – well; charistia – to give freely.  Thus, this thanksgiving is praise from a free will.  

(5) Honour - time, that is, esteem for this great salvation i.e., the victory

(6) power - dunamis, God’s power, omnipotence and ability against all opposition.  

(7) might – ischys – that is, strength,  This has been exhibited in this multitude i.e. rescued from Satan and his kingdom.  

Verse 13.  The question from one of the elders 

1) the tense indicates that numbers are still coming.  

2) the elder, a member of the church, knew the answer 

Thus 
a.  the church raptured prior to the tribulation 

b. the church should be aware of the programme of the end time events.  

Verse 14   The answer from the elder (John did not know the answer at this stage).  They came out of the great tribulation i.e., the second half of the night period lasting seven years, thus this is the final 3 ½ years of the judgement period of the Day of the Lord see Matt. 24.21 see also Matt. 24.15-22, Mark 13.14-20, Dan. 9.27.  

The length – 1260 days (Rev. 11.3, 13.5).  

Excursion

Acts 2.1-13.  The ability to speak in Gentile languages.

Peter’s explanation Acts 2.14-21. Peter was here describing end-time events, but they never happened, Israel was set aside.  

The use of language 

1.  To convey a message (Acts 2.8)

2.  A warning sign to Israel  (1 Cor. 14.22).  

4. Tongues would willing cease or pause (1 Cor. 13.8 - in the passive voice).  Note the 144,000 Israelites preach the message and people from every tongue will respond.  The question : How could this be done in 1260 days?  The languages in India alone number 1,500!  Remember the Lord’s word (Matt. 24.14) “This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in every land, then will the end come.”  Thus, there is more than a suggestion that these 144,000 apostle Pauls will be empowered to speak to all the inhabitants of the earth in this brief period of time.  

Verse 15 – Therefore, 

1.  They are before the throne of God for service.  This indicates spiritual service.  

2.  God will dwell among them.  

3. Verse 16 No more hunger or thirst see Is. 49.10.  

4.  No more intense sunlight heat see the fourth bowl judgement 16.9 where there is intense heat.  

5. Verse 17 The Lamb will feed them (will shepherd them)  

6.  Lead them to living fountains of waters, literally, fountains of life.  Note life is emphasised.  

7.  God himself will counteract sorrow, i.e., will wipe away tears.   This is the seven-fold blessing for the tribulation saints  

9.  The seventh seal – the seven trumpets awaited  8.1 

Verse 1  “This was a dramatic pause to symbolise the awe and dread with which the heavenly hosts await the events about to happen.” Robb Thomas. 

Remember the significance of the scroll.  The last seal is broken.  Final events are about to unfold.  

B.  The sounding of the seven trumpets 8.2-11.19 

1.  The setting of the trumpets; the prayer of the saints 8.2-6  

Verse 2 the seven angels.  This is a specific group of angels foreordained for this task who stand before God as Gabriel did (Luke 1.19).  They were thus ready for God’s command NB obedience – immediate, willing and ready.  This is the joy of God’s angels.  

Seven trumpets.   Trumpets played a major part in the national life of Israel.  They proclaimed judgement for Jericho (Joshua 6.20).  They proclaimed blessing for Jerusalem with the entrance of the ark of the covenant (1 Chron. 15.24).  Trumpets signal the warning of the coming Day of the Lord (Joel 2.1, Zeph. 1.14-16).  

Verse 3 – another angel.  The identity of the angel.  In the Old Testament, often the angel of the Lord appears to be the pre-incarnate Christ.  The angel of the Lord appears in mercy and in judgement.  This is seen in 1 Chron. 21.16-27 when David numbered Israel.  The appearance of the angel of the Lord is here seen in judgement.  However, in Is. 37.36, the angel of the Lord destroys the forces of Sannacherib and is seen acting in mercy.  

The altar – the question: which altar?  The incense altar or the brass altar or both?  Previous mention of an altar (6.9-10) clearly indicates the brass altar, but here, the golden altar of incense is in view.  The cry is for vengeance (Is. 61.2).  

The golden censer.  This is Christ’s intercessory prayers combined with the prayers of the saints.  Now in this dispensation, there is grace.  It is the acceptable year of the Lord; then, it will be vengeance.  Is. 61.2 - the Day of Vengeance.  Note that this is a Divine work.  Gold speaks of Divinity.  It is the golden censer and the golden altar.  Verse 4  The effectiveness of the prayers.  They ascend up before God.  In Gen. 18.22, relating to Sodom, “the cry of Sodom is come up unto Me.  And God said I will go down”.  In regard to Israel and God’s call to Moses (Ex. 3.7-8), God said, “I have heard their cry and am come down to deliver them”.  In both cases, the angel of the Lord is in view.  

Verse 5 the censer – this was used for prayers of the saints, but now for vengeance.  Another altar is in view here.  This can only be the brass altar.  Remember it was God’s fire in that altar (Lev. 9.24).  The altar is a type of the cross.  Christ took the wrath for our sins.  Here the earth dwellers reject mercy and receive only wrath.  

The harbingers of judgement: voices, thunderings, lightenings and an earthquake.  These are manifestations of God’s wrath (Ex. 19.16-19).  

Verse 6 – Now, after these preliminaries, the trumpeters are ready.  NB God moves in response to His people’s prayers.  

2.  The first trumpet – burning of 1/3 of vegetation.  8.7.  

How should this verse be interpreted?  Literal or figurative?  

Note the following:  

1) The miracles in Egypt were actual. 

2) The prophets declared they would be repeated during the Day of the Lord (Is. 10.22-23,  Is. 11.12-16, Amos 8.8-9 Joel 2.30-32 Acts 2.19-21).  

3) These events would be seen as coming from the hand of God (Ex 7.3, Ex 8.19).  This is the finger of God.  

The execution of the judgement: Hail, fire mingled with blood.  This should be taken literally.  1/3 of earth, 1/3 of trees and all green grass would be burned up.  NB judgement is limited to 1/3.  There is yet mercy available. 

3.  The second trumpet – the destruction of 1/3 of sea life.  8.8-9  

Verse 8 – note John simply gives a description of what he actually saw.  It was a great burning mass like a mountain cast into the sea.  This must be taken literally and represents a meteoric chunk.  

1/3 of the sea became blood.  Thus again, vengeance as seen in 6.10.  

Verse 9 The result:

1) the death of 1/3 of sea creatures 

2) 1/3 of shipping destroyed.  The economic effect of this would be devastating.  This will be seen to be from God’s hand.  Again, only 1/3 suggests that God is still showing mercy. 

4.  The third trumpet – the poisoning of 1/3 of fresh water.  8.10-11  

A great star burning as a torch.  The ancient usage of torch (lampas) denotes a meteor shooting through the air.  The meteor disintegrates and this would be spread over a wide area.  

1/3 of drinking water in rivers effected.  This is similar to the first Egyptian plague  (Ex. 7.21).  

Verse 11 - the name of the star – wormwood.  This is a plant with a bitter taste.  Wormwood in the Old Testament was a symbol of Divine punishment see Jer. 9.15; 23.15, Lam 3.15,19.  Many died.  Again, this must be taken literally and one just needs to recall the effects of Chernobyl to realise how pollution could be spread through much of the earth.  

5.  The fourth trumpet.  Darkening of 1/3 of the heavenly bodies.  8.12-13  

Verse 12 – a reduction in light from the sun, moon and stars.  All human life affected: agriculture, navigation, human health and productivity.  This is a symbol of judgement in the Old Testament see the ninth Egyptian plague (Ex 10.21-22).  This part of the Day of the Lords judgements as stated in Amos 5.18, Is. 13.10, Joel 2.2, Mark 13.24.  

Verse 13 – John looked and heard an angel flying – the translation probably is better eagle – a bird of prey.  This suggests the rapid approach of the remaining judgements.  In mid-heaven.  Remember this is Satan’s domain – the prince of the power of the air.  The pronouncement – Woe, woe, woe.  It means great calamity on earth-dwellers.  Earth-dwellers is katoikio, those who have settled down on the earth and have no thought of heaven.  This is the same word as in 6.10.  The judgements will now focus on people, those who would usurp God’s authority to the planet.  

6. The fifth trumpet – demonic locust plague.  9.1-12  

Verse 1 – the star fallen from heaven.  This was a personage i.e., the key was given unto him.  

Who is this angel?  Satan?  

However, Satan would not have unleashed these malignant spirits on his kingdom.  

Another fallen angel?  

This personage would have to be in conflict with Satan.  

An unfallen angel with a mission?  

This is the most probable.  

His mission:  given a key to open the pit of the abyss.  The literal Greek is given a key of the well of the bottomless. 

And he opened the well of the bottomless.  The picture is a subterranean cavern with a shaft or well.  Reference is made to this in Luke 8.26-33.  Note the demons’ fear was the abyss or the bottomless.  See also the angels connected with the flood (Jude 6-7 and 2 Peter 2.4-6).  There was thus specific incarceration for these rebellious angels.  These malignant rebellious angels are out to torture man.  see Luke 8.26-33.  Thus, what was experience by the man in Luke 8 will be experienced by rebellious mankind.  

Verse 2 – the result.  The shaft opened.  Remember John wrote on what he actually saw.  Smoke, which would be literal was a reminder of Divine judgement.  see Sodom (Gen. 19.28) and Sinai (Ex. 19.18).  

The word furnace is the word used for smelting minerals.  The sun and air were darkened literally.  

Verse 3 – locusts came out of the smoke.  This is similar to the 8th Egyptian plague, but they are no ordinary locusts.  They are malignant demonic spirits set on vengeance against mankind.  

The authority of the scorpions.  It was the authority of pain and fear, but not of death.  Verse 4 - God put strict limitations on these demonic spirits.  See Job’s experience and Luke 18.  

Limit 1 – vegetation to be spared.  The grass which had previously been burned up would be grown after the first trumpet.  

Limit 2 – those with the seal, that is the 144,000 in 7.48, could not be touched.  This may also have applied to those who believed as a result of the witness of the 144,000.  Remember: the children of Israel in Goshen escaped the plagues suffered by Egypt  (Ex. 8.22, 9.4, 10.23).  

Limit 3 – verse 5 They were not allowed to kill.  See Job’s experience.  

Limit 4 – It could only last for a duration of five months.  The normal period for locust is five months, between May and September.  

Verse 6 - The judgement brought a desire for death; however, they would be deprived of this.  but it will flee from them.  This is a judicial act of God. 

The description and characteristics of the locusts: verse 7 – note well that John uses the word like nine times in this passage.  Thus, we have no direct knowledge of these creatures.  The description is thus by comparison.  John begins with the head and ends with the tail.  

1.) Similar to horses prepared for battle.  

2.) On their heads, something like crowns.  The word is stephanous of gold.  

3.) Faces as of men, i.e., intelligence.  Remember, demons can take on a physical shape (Matt. 8.30-32, Mark 5.11-13, Luke 8.32-33). 

4.) Verse 8 – Hair as of women.

5.) Teeth like lions.

6.) Verse 9 - Breastplates of iron; this suggests invincibility.  

7.) The sound of their wings as of chariots and horses.  In ancient days, the chariot was the ultimate weapon, and the sound of an approaching chariot would no doubt cause panic.  

8.) Verse 10 - Their tails were like scorpion stings.  

It was noted that they had power to afflict men five months.  The vision that John produces presents an awesome and fearful sight.  

Verse 11 – They have a king over them.  Description:  He is referred to as the angel of the abyss.  This angel cannot be Satan.  Satan’s domain at this point in time in Revelation is still in the heavenlies (Eph. 6.12).  It is subsequent to this event that his position will be lost (Rev. 12.9).  Satan will later be cast into the abyss (Rev 20.1-3).  Satan however is the prince of demons, Matt. 12.24.  Remember Satan has leaders and sub-leaders under his command. Eph 6.12.  Satan, of course, is a rebel and there is no doubt that the rebels under him will not always be in agreement.  See 2 Chron. 20 - The army which no doubt was instigated by Satan in this chapter, were out to annihilate Israel.  Victory was brought to Jehoshaphat when they praised the Lord and the enemy self-destructed.  

The name of this angel.  In the Greek. it is Apollyon which means I destroy.  In the Hebrew, Abadon which simply means destroy.  This demon commander will have power over rebellious Jews and Gentiles.  

Verse 12 – The fifth trumpet is the first woe trumpet.  No doubt the earth-dwellers will breathe a sigh of relief, but two more woe trumpets are to come.  

In considering this extraordinary vision – what is to be made of it?

Should it be interpreted allegorically, symbolically or literally?

It should be borne in mind from the evidence of Scripture that genetic changes took place in the animal world following the fall of man.  The Bible indicates that genetic changes will also take place when Christ sets up His millennial kingdom.  The most marked genetic change took place in the serpent.  We have no means of knowing what the creature was like prior to the fall, but from all accounts, it was a very beautiful creature.  Within the last two decades, man has proved that he can perform genetic engineering and there is no doubt that demonic spirits with their superior knowledge would be able to perform such feats.  When John uses the expression “they were like”, it is better to give a literal interpretation to these horrific creatures, remembering that they are demonic in origin. 

7. The sixth trumpet – death to 1/3 of the earth’s inhabitants.  9.13-21  

Verse 13 – the sounding of the sixth angel.  The voices heard from the four horns of the golden altar.  This looks back to 8.2-6 – the prayer of our Lord and the saints.  Horns in Scripture speak of power and authority.  The sounding of the sixth angel indicates these prayers are now to be put into affect.  Remember these prayers were for vengeance.  There were four sides and four horns to both the brass altar and the golden altar.  Four in Scripture speaks of universality.  Thus, all sinners must come to the brass altar and all saints to the golden altar.  

Verse 14 – the command to the sixth angel with the trumpet.  “Loose the angels which are bound at the river Euphrates.”  The definite article is used, so these must be specific angels.  Who are they?  They are described as being bound and are thus evil.  

The Euphrates:  This was the border of the land promised to Abraham.  Satan must challenge God’s claim to that land i.e., the area east of the Euphrates.  It was from beyond this river that the enemies of God’s ancient people came i.e., Assyria and Babylon.  The enemies of God will cross this river for the final conflict prior to millennium (Rev. 16.12).  The passage must be taken literally.

Verse 15 – The loosing of the evil angels.  Note it was on a specific hour, day, month, year.  This again indicates God’s sovereignty.  The purpose was to kill 1/3 of man.  Thus, the severity of the judgements increases.  Death has already visited the planet under the fourth seal (6.7-8) – ¼ part killed; the third trumpet (8.10-11) – many men are described to have died.  

Verse 16 – the armies of cavalry.  Note that armies is plural .  John made a careful record of the number – 200,000,000.  At the time of John, the world population was fewer than this.  China now can boast that it could field such an army.  However, this could be four armies under four demonic angels.  Daniel 11.36-45 speaks of the king of the north (Russia), king of the south (Egypt), and also news from the east (the Orient). 

 The question:  But why this struggle between Satanic forces?

The answer is that God has predicted there is no rest for the wicked.

Thieves fall out; rebels rebel.

Verse 17 – the description of the horseman.  

1.) Horses usually mean warfare.  The question is:  would these be equivalent to modern weaponry such as tanks, helicopters, etc.?  This should be rejected as John is faithfully describing what he actually saw.  

2.) The riders and horses had breastplates.   Only colours are provided.  

a) fiery red colour  

b) dark colour of smoke  

c) brimstone i.e., a sulphurous yellow.  

The suggestion here is an irresistible force.  

3.) The heads of the horses as lions suggest terror and ferocity.  

4.) From their mouths: fire, smoke and brimstone.  This is the same description as the breastplates.  

Verse 18 – From the three plagues coming from the mouths of the horses, 1/3 of men were killed.  The word plague is the same word used for the Egyptian plagues.  

Verse 19 – More information regarding the cavalry.  They had authority to kill in their mouths and tails.  The tails are described as being like serpents having heads.  They were used to torment and kill.  The description John provides is grotesque and unbelievable.  The temptation is to immediately allegorise.  

The following points should be remembered:  

1.) John faithfully recorded what he saw.  

2.) These are demonic forces.  

3.) Man has ability now to clone and hybridize genetically.  

4.) Angels, fallen or otherwise, have infinitely more knowledge and ability than man.  

One further question – why would these demonic spirits want to kill?

An analogy can be drawn from the case of Adolph Hitler.  Even although Hitler was desperately short of manpower, he still killed 6 million Jews.  Also, no doubt many would accept the testimony of the 144,000.  And John witnessed the stream of martyrs entering heaven from planet earth.  

Verse 20 – the remaining 2/3 of earth-dwellers.  There was no repentance and they continued in demon worship through idolatry.  

Verse 21 – No repentance from social and religious crimes – see Romans 1.18.  In the verse in Romans, God’s wrath is directed against ungodliness.  It is the word asebia.  It literally means I’m here and no thanks to God.  The result of course, is that God gave them up (Rom. 1.24-32).  The ultimate demonstration of this principle will be seen in these last days.

8. The announcement of the end of delay 10.1-11.  

This is the preface to the seventh trumpet.  Two events prepare the way for the sounding of the seventh trumpet:  1) The announcement of the end of the delay (10.1-11)  and  2)  The measurement of the temple and its worshippers (11.1-14)  This section therefore, is an interlude between the sounding of the sixth and seventh trumpets.  There is here no reference of the judgement of earth-dwellers; only consolation of believers.  

Chapter 10 is in two parts:

1) a climactic announcement (verses 1-7)

2) the re-commissioning of John (verses 8-11).

1) The climactic announcement 10.1-7.  

Note John’s changed position.  The scene is now on earth.  John is an active participant in this vision.  

Verse 1 - The description of the mighty angel.  John leaves the observer’s corner and takes centre-stage on earth.  Thus the location is planet earth.  

(a) the identity of the angel – “and I saw another (one of the same kind) mighty angel.”  There was the strong angel in 5.2.  Suggestions have been made as to the identity of this angel.  The suggestions are Gabriel, Michael or even Christ.  There are certainly similarities with Christ, but the angel is described as another angel.  Christ of course is unique.  

(b) the angel’s descent.  He is described as coming down from heaven.  

(c) the angel’s garment.  Clothed with a cloud.  Clouds are often the vehicle which heavenly being use ascending and descending.  Also, clouds involve an eschatological concept  see Daniel 7.13 and Acts 1.9.  They also accompany scenes of judgement (Matthew 24.30; 26.21).  

(d) the rainbow.  This suggests mercy in the midst of judgement as with Noah.  

(e) face like the sun.  This recalls Christ in Rev. 1.13, but remember Moses reflected the Divine glory  (Exodus 34.29) and it is thus for believers (2 Cor. 3.18).  

(f) his feet.  In Greek, this includes his legs. Like pillars of fire recalls the wilderness pillar of fire (Exodus 13.21-22).  It indicates irresistible strength.  This is in contrast to the Satanic world system which is typified in Dan. 2.33 in Nebuchadnezzar’s image.  The legs were iron and the feet part of iron and clay.  

Verse 2 – In his hand a little book open.   The book must have been in his left hand.  The book looks back to the sealed scroll taken by Messiah Jesus and is also reminiscent of Jeremiah’s title deeds (Jer. 32.9-15).  It is noted that the mighty angel placed his right foot in the sea and his left foot on the land.  Thus, the scroll had to do with possession of the earth domain.  It can thus be concluded that the open declaration of Messiah Jesus is about to eject the earth-dwellers and take tenant possession of the earth domain.  

Verse 3 – and he cried with a loud voice as when a lion roars.  The lion roars prior to its charge.  Once the lion commences its charge, it is unstoppable.  The loud declaration is set out in verse six.  The seven peals of thunder are an allusion to Psalm 29.3-9.  See also John 12.28-29.  

Verse 4 – John was forbidden to record the revelation of the seven thunders.  It should always be borne in mind that we still only have a partial revelation see Deut. 29.29.  

Verse 5 – The angel bears testimony on oath.  In the Greek, it indicates that he lifted his right hand to heaven i.e., the place of God’s throne.  In Daniel 12.7, Christ is depicted as raising both hands to heaven.  But it is the same theme.   God’s strange work of judgement will be completed at the end of 3 ½ years.  

Verse 6 - The oath was made on the basis of the eternal God.  

Note the domains concerning the oath:  

1) the creation of heaven and all things in it  2) the earth and sea and all things in it.  Thus, all creation is in view.  

The promise of the oath:  that there will be delay no longer.  

The rebel Satan and his angels are about to be evicted from heaven (Rev. 12.7-9) and from earth (Rev. 19).  This is in answer to the prayer of the saints in 6.10.  “How long, Lord?”  

Verse 7 – in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel. The earlier trumpets covered a period of time; for instance, the fifth trumpet covered a period of five months.  Thus, the period of the sounding of the seventh trumpet covers the seven bowl judgements (see later).  During this period, the mystery of God will be completed.  The tense is interesting.  It is in the past prophetic tense.  

The mystery of God – what is it?

Mysterion – sacred secret known only by God until it is revealed in time  (see Ephesians 3.1-10 and Romans 16.25-26).

Other mysteries include the church, the revelation of the antichrist, the coming kingdom and that all should not die (see Matt. 10.10-35, Rom. 11.25, 1 Cor. 15.51, Eph. 1.9, 3.1-10, 6.19, Col. 1.26-27; 2.2; 4.3, 2 Thess. 2.6-8).  

The mystery in this case is God’s purpose in bringing his kingdom to fruition, that is, in all it’s detailed outworking.

as he preached the good news to his own servants the prophets.  The ancient prophesies concern the kingdoms of the world becoming the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ (see Amos 3.7, Daniel 7.13-14,27).  

2)   The re-commissioning of John  verses 8-11.  

Verse 8 - The command for John to take the open scroll.  Remember the significance of the open scroll; i.e., the open declaration of God’s tenancy rights to the earth domain.  These terms are represented in Scripture.  

Verse 9 - John takes part in the action.  He requests the scroll.  The command: take and eat it.  The grammar indicates to eat it completely.  For similar actions see Jeremiah 15.16 and Ezekiel 3.1-3.  The Hebrew idiom is digest what you have read.  In other words, John had to become part of the message.  The result:  in his stomach it was bitter, but in his mouth, the scroll was sweet as honey.  The digesting of the revelation was to be a bitter–sweet experience for John.  

Verse 10.  John experiences what the angel predicted.  John was given the awesome responsibility and privilege of predicting the end-time events.  This is the period most cataclysmic in human history.  Watching these events as John did must bring bitterness as well as sweetness.  Judgement is God’s strange work.  

Verse 11 - The future burden of the prophetic message given to John.  The past burden had been great, now it is much greater.  The prophecy was for peoples, nations, tongues, kings.  No group exempt.  This burden now rests on the shoulders of the church.

9. The measurement of the temple and worshippers. Rev. 11.1-14.  

Introduction:

John, an Israelite, participates in this vision.  The focus is on Jerusalem during the last 3½ years of the tribulation period.  When the millennial kingdom is set up, Jerusalem will be Messiah’s seat of government (see Ezekiel 5.5, Isaiah 2.1-5).  Israel is to be God’s portion among the nations (Deut 32.8-9).  Israel and Jerusalem will be trodden down by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles will cease (Luke 21.24).  Psalm 79 presents commentary on these events.  

Verse 1 - The reed given to John by the mighty angel.  This was a plant with a hollow stalk which grew in the Jordan valley.  Some could grow up to 20 feet.  Ezekiel used such a measure (Ezekiel 42.16-19).  The command: rise and measure the temple of God and the altar and those who worship in it. This was a symbolic act.  No measurements were given or expected.  Such a symbolic act speaks of future judgement and future blessing see Zechariah chapter 2.

The reason for the symbolic act: It indicates ownership and occupancy.  It also suggests God’s favour, i.e., there will be those who measure up to God’s standard.  For this reason, the court outside the temple is not measured.  It should be borne in mind that antichrist will desecrate the temple and will institute an idolatrous form of worship (see Daniel 9.27 and 12.11, 2 Thess. 2.4, Rev. 13.14-15, Matt. 24.15).  

The altar: this makes reference to the brazen altar which speaks of Christ’s substitutionary death.  

Those who worship in it: those who accept the altar representing the cross.  Remember these are those who measure up to God’s favour.  They are thus the Jewish godly remnant (see Dan. 9.27 “and he (antichrist) will confirm the covenant with many for one week”, i.e., seven years).  But this suggests that not all Jews will confirm the covenant; in other words, there will be a remnant.  These may be saved through the two witnesses (see 11.3).  Thus, John is confirming God’s specifications for the temple, the altar and those who worship.  

Verse 2 – the court of the Gentiles will be cast out.  This indicates a distinction between godly Jews and wicked Gentiles which could include apostate Jews (1 Thess. 4.5).  Cast outside means to leave out.  In the New Testament, this always depicts rejection (see Luke 4.29; 13.28; 20.15; John 6.37; 9.34-35 and Acts 7.58).  It indicates removal from favour (Matthew 22.13; 25.30 and 3 John 10). “It is given unto the Gentiles.”  They were not to be measured.  So it indicates those in opposition to God.  

They would: 1) persecute the faithful Jewish remnant and 2) wreak havoc in Jerusalem (see Zech. 14.1-4).  

God’s time limit on this form of dark persecution – 42 months of 30 days.  This is the same as 1,260 days in verse 3.  This is the last half of the seven-years tribulation.  

Tread down.  This will be a time of unprecedented trouble and persecution for the faithful in Israel.  

Verse 3 - This is the voice of God speaking in this verse.  

a) God will give authority to His two witnesses.  In every dispensation, God has had His witnesses.  The period now is the last terrible half of the seven-year tribulation.  Two witnesses were required for a legal testimony (see Deut. 17.6, Heb.10.28).  

b) Their ministry – to prophesy.  

c) The period of their ministry  - 1,260 days or 3 ½ years.  

Remember what the circumstances would be for the ministry of these two witnesses: 

1) antichrist will break the covenant with Israel 

2) there will be unprecedented persecution  

3) the false prophet will be operating with his deluding miracles  

4) there will be an idol in the temple demanding worship or death.  

d) The identity of the witnesses:  Moses and Elijah.  

Malachi 4.5 predicted the return of Elijah.  

Both Moses and Elijah were seen on the Mount of Transfiguration with Christ (Matt. 17.3).  

Elijah was raptured  (2 Kings 2.11). 

Moses’ death was superintended by God (Deut. 34.5-6 and Jude 9).  

The first ministry of Moses and Elijah was similar to the end–time ministry.  Clothed in sackcloth.  This indicates that it will be a message of repentance (see Isaiah 22.12).  The message will be the same as the message of John the Baptist, the Lord and His disciples i.e., the gospel of the kingdom.  

Verse 4 - The mission of the two witnesses.  This verse looks back to Zech. 4.1-7 and 11-14.  That prophecy concerned the light of Israel, i.e., a light to the Gentiles.  There will be three fulfilments to this prophecy in Zechariah.  

1).  It concerned Joshua the priest and Zerubbabel the governor being a light at the time the captives returned to Israel from Babylon.  They had a job to do in restoring Israel back in the land.  

2).   It also makes reference to Moses and Elijah during the last years of the tribulation period.  

3).   But its ultimate fulfilment is in Christ the Priest-King during His millennial reign.  In this darkest of periods, Moses and Elijah will be God’s witnesses to be His light.  They are standing before the Lord of the earth.  This indicates the content of the prophetic message: God is ruler of the earth and will give rulership to His anointed.  

Verse 5 – the God-given supernatural protection of the witnesses.  The protection: fire from their mouths.  They will speak and fire will be produced.  Bearing in mind the circumstances of the period of their testimony, this protection will be needed.  Similar powers were vested in Moses and Elijah (see 2 Kings 1.10-14, and in regard to Moses, during the rebellion of Korah Numbers 16.35).  

Verse 6 – Additional information regarding the power of the two witnesses.  

Three additional powers.  

1.) No rain during the days of their prophesy i.e., 3 ½ years.  This was the same as Elijah (1 Kings 17.1,7 and 18.1, James 5.17). 

2.) Authority over waters to turn to blood - same as Moses (Exodus 7.17-21; 9.14; 11.10).     

3.) To smite the earth with every plague as often as they desired. This was certainly greater than the power Moses had  - in his first ministry he could only work as God directed.  

Verse 7 – Their work as witnesses will be completed.  This is indicated after 3 ½ years.  

The introduction of the beast.

This personage is mentioned 36 times in Revelation.  

1. His origin – from the bottomless pit; thus, he must be demonic i.e., in league with, but separate from Satan. 

2. His nature – the beast therion this indicates a beast with a ravenous appetite, a carnivore.  It also has the connotation of cunning and of unreasoning violence that acts according to its own cruel nature.  

3. His identity – not Satan, i.e., a dragon who represents Satan (see 12.3, 9).  In Daniel 7.1-8 and 18.27, beasts represent empires that have opposed the saints i.e., Israel.  Thus, this beast will have a final world empire.  And this beast makes war with the witnesses.  In Rev. 13 it will be discovered that the beast is healed of a mortal wound and becomes the object of worship.  Thus, this beast will set himself up as the christ.  It should be noted that in Scripture the empire and its ruler are closely identified (see Daniel 2 - Nebuchadnezzar was described in regard to the image as thou art the head of gold.

4. His mission – will make war with them and will conquer them.  This is the same as in Daniel 7.21.  The beast will make war with the saints.  He will also make war with the woman’s seed – see Rev. 12.17 and 13.7a.  This of course goes back to the Genesis 3.15 promise.  

Verse 8 – the gloating insult of the beast.  

1.  The unburied corpses.  

2.  The location – the great city, spiritually called Sodom and Egypt.  John thus uses an allegory or metaphor.  Sodom was the pit of immoral degradation; Egypt the place of slavery.  Both of these lands were in direct opposition to God.  However, John is quick to explain that this is Jerusalem as it is the location where our Lord was crucified.  

Verse 9 – the corpses of the two witnesses is a worldwide spectacle for 3½ days.  There is the probability that there will be modern media coverage of the event.  With the ancients, 3 ½ days without burial was the ultimate insult.  

Verse 10 – the celebration of the earth-dwellers.  Note that the expression earth-dwellers is used in a technical sense – i.e., those who are settled down and are part of the Satanocracy.  

1.  What the earth-dwellers will do:  rejoice and make merry, send gifts.  This can only be described as fiendish and childish.  In doing this, Satan is endeavouring to change God’s prophetic programme. 

2.  The reason for the celebration:  the witnesses tormented the earth-dwellers, no doubt, this would include their conscience.  

3.  God’s last opportunity to show mercy has now been cast aside.  Remember this is one of the final events of the seven-year tribulation period.  There is no further remedy now for earth-dwellers.  Doom awaits them.  

Verse 11 – the extraordinary event after 3 ½ days – “the breath of life from God entered them and they stood on their feet”.  This is a preview of Ezekiel 37.5,10, the vision of the valley of dry bones.  

Note that the Lord has a resurrection programme:  

1) Christ the firstfruits – this included a small group raised up on resurrection morning. 

2) the church  

3) the witnesses  

4) Israel and the righteous dead.  

The effect on earth-dwellers.  Murder is Satan’s ultimate weapon.  Now he has clearly lost it; Christ conquered death at Calvary. 

 Verse 12 

 1.  The great voice from heaven.  This was no doubt our Lord’s voice.  John heard it in Rev. 4.1.  

2.  The summons – “come up here”. “They went up to heaven.”  See Elijah (2 Kings 2.11) and Moses (Deut. 34.5-6 and Jude 9).  

3.  The cloud.  This was the same as Christ’s ascension (Acts 1.9) and the church (1 Thess. 4.17).  

4.  The transport – in full view of their enemies.  Notice it’s not earth-dwellers now, but enemies.  Hell is now a certainty for them.  The church’s rapture will be different from the two witnesses.  This will take place in the twinkling of an eye - see 1 Cor. 15.51-52.  Here however, the rapture of the two witnesses will be an event seen by the whole world and will be a harbinger of the coming judgement events.  

Verse 13 – the great earthquake in conjunction with the ascent.  One must try to visualise the scene.  All eyes would be heaven-ward watching the two witnesses’ ascension and then disaster strikes the city.  1/10 of the city fell – that is, ancient Jerusalem.  7,000 are killed; thus, there must have been about 120,000 in the ancient city at the time of this event.  The remnant were afraid and gave glory to God.  This refers to the remnant of Jews who had accepted the testimony of the two witnesses.  Thus they will recognise as the commencement of God’s salvation see Zechariah 12.4 and 12.10.  

Verse 14 - The end of the sixth trumpet marks the end of the seventh woe.  The third woe comes quickly, thus Christ’s coming as depicted in chapter 19 in now imminent.  

10. The Seventh trumpet – the seven bowls awaited. 11.15-19. 

Introduction:  the sounding of the seventh trumpet.

On earth, there is woe, (verse 14); in heaven, celebration over the anticipated establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.  It will be discovered that the seventh trumpet contains the seven bowl judgements. However, before John comes to the bowl judgements and the sounding of the seventh trumpet, some background information must be disclosed which is given in chapters 12 & 13.  

Verse 15 – the seventh angel sounds the trumpet.  

1).  The great voices in heaven.  The inhabitants of heaven share the glorious news.  Note the focus is on the coming kingdom and Christ’s everlasting reign.  Remember, the world empire dominated by a usurping power is now passed into the hands of the true owner via the cross - see Luke 4.5-8.  Also, remember the theme of Revelation and all of Scripture is the Kingdom of God. 

 2).  The declaration:  “The kingdoms of this world have become that of our Lord and of His Christ and He shall reign forever and ever.”  The words have come are in the aorist tense indicating a once and for always event.  The word Lord (kyriou) makes reference to God the Father, Christ makes reference to the Father’s anointed, i.e., the Son - see Psalm 2.2.  This Psalm occurs frequently in Revelation (2.27; 12,5,10; 14.1; 15,14; 17.18; 19.    )  Psalm 2.9 equates to Revelation 19.17-21. 

Note that the Father rules, as does the Son (see Dan. 7.13-14).  The mediatorial and universal throne will merge (1 Cor. 15.24, 27-28).  

The eternality of the kingdom (Luke 1.33, Dan. 2.44; 7.14,27).  

The heavenly announcement goes back to Genesis 3.15 and is the foundation for all subsequent revelation.  

3).   Verse 16.  The worship – this comes from the twenty-four elders.  They clearly understand the significance of this event.  Remember that the book of Revelation has been given to the church so that we might have a clear knowledge of end-time events 

4).   Verse 17.  The song of thanksgiving.  The prayer “thy kingdom come” is finally answered; thus, the elders give thanks.  “Thou hast taken to thee thy great power and hast reigned.”  

Your great power – makes reference to God’s final display of His power in crushing of Satan’s head and establishment of the kingdom  (Rev. 19)

 and have begun to reign – the tense indicates He will continue to reign forever.  Remember this looks back to the work of the kinsman redeemer.  

5).   Verse 18.  The wrath of the nations and the wrath of God.  The institution of God’s kingdom calls for a defiant rage from the nations.  John Walvoord states, “The wrath of men is wicked; the wrath of God is holy”.  This is seen in Rev. 16.14,16,19 and 20.8-9.  Again, Psalm 2 provides the prophetic outline.  God’s wrath brings an end to man’s rebellion.  

6).  The time of the dead to be judged.  There is here no differentiating between the saved and lost.  Future judgements are not distinguished - see Mark 4.29, John 5.25,28-29; Acts 17.21;24.21.  There are however, several judgements divided by time periods.  The same applies to the resurrection programme.  

7).   Rewards – two groups are noted: prophets and saints.  “Even to them that fear they name, small and great.”  All received rewards.  Notice how the Lord puts small first before great. 

8).  The destroyers destroyed.  “And should destroy them which destroy the earth.”  Rebellious man has done this down through the ages.  See prior to the Flood how mankind polluted the earth, but later in the book, reference will be made to the specific destroyers i.e., Babylon, both civil and religious, the beast and the false prophet, backed of course, by Satan.  

9).   The final glimpse in heaven.  Verse 19.  The temple of God, God’s dwelling, and the place of atonement.  Remember the tabernacle was a pattern of things in heaven (Ex. 25.40 and Heb. 8.5).  The heavenly tabernacle is where Christ’s blood was presented see Heb. 9.23-26.  God’s tabernacle shows both the mercy of God and the wrath of God.  Within the Ark of the Covenant dwelt the Law, that is, God’s righteous demands.  The wrath is demonstrated in the lightnings, voices, thunderings, and earthquakes.  These were seen on Mt. Sinai (Ex. 20.18-19, Heb. 12.18-21).  Mercy rejected results in wrath deserved.  

C.   The pouring out of the seven bowls.  12.1-18.24. 

Introduction: Prior to the pouring out of the seven bowl judgements, some background information is essential.  Seven personages are to be disclosed within this passage. 

1.  The background of the bowls 12.1-14.20. 

 a.  This spans back to Satan’s initial rebellion. 

 b.  The continuous impact of that rebellion throughout human history.  

 c.  How this rebellion will emerge prior to the return of Christ.  

(A) The woman.  The male child.  The dragon  12.1-17. 

This passage gives a behind-the-scenes view of the invisible war.

Verse 1 – the woman.  This leans back on Gen. 3.15.  The seed of the woman would crush Satan’s head.  The vision is reminiscent of Genesis 37.9-11 i.e., Jacob’s dream.  The sun and the moon represent Jacob and Rachel and the 12 stars are the 12 patriarchs.  Thus, this vision is the ongoing fulfilment of the Abrahamic Covenant.  The two Genesis passages referred to provide the background for this       

A great sign in heaven.  

John is going to describe what he saw and he makes it clear that this is in symbolic language.  Incidentally, the Roman church considers this passage to refer to Mary.  Both statues and pictures portray her in this way.  However, John does point out that this is symbolic so it cannot refer to an individual.  

Israel is seen in the Old Testament as a travailing woman (Isaiah 26.17-18; 66.7; Jer. 44.41; Micah 4.10; 5.3).  

Thus, the woman makes reference to the woman in Genesis 3.15.  

The sun, moon and stars equate to Genesis 37.9-10.  

Verse 2 – The torment of Israel in birthpangs at Christ’s first coming.  

Recall Satan’s continued attacks against Israel down through the ages up until the very time of the birth of Christ when Herod the Great attempted to destroy all the children of Bethlehem.  The rejection of the Messiah brought about the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  The nation of Israel has been in torment and is still thus until this day.  

Verse 3 – The second sign in heaven.  Remember sign is semeion i.e., a symbol.

a)  The great red dragon – who is he?  

In Hebrew thought, dragons are known for fierceness (see Revelation 12.4,7,9,13,16,17; Rev. 13.2,4,11; 16.13; 20.2).  

The identification is Satan (see 12.9 and 20.2).  

The description of the great red dragon

 1) great – in Greek megas.  He controls 1/3 of the stars of heaven - see verse 4.  Remember Ezekiel 28 description of Satan’s fall; he was a messiah cherub with a throne and angels under his rulership 

 2) Red - pryyos – flame or blood red.  This equates to destruction and murder (see John 8.44, 1 John 3.12).  His intent is to murder the woman and her offspring.  

b)  Having seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads.  

The seven heads represent 7 world empires.  These empires will be discussed in greater detail when coming to 17.9-10.  It can be said at this stage however, that the world empires are as follows:  

1 – Egypt  

2 – Assyria  

3 – Babylon   

4 – Medo-Persia  

5 – Greece  

6 – Rome  

7 – the future kingdom of the beast. 

The ten horns represent ten nations who will reign at the same time as the beast.  

The seven crowns in the Greek are diadems. 

These seven heads therefore represent imperial world governments through world history.  In 13.1 it will be discovered that the diadems shift from the heads of the dragon to the horns of the beast.  

To summarise, the heads represent seven consecutive world empires; the horns belong to the last of these empires.  

Diadems (diadeo) literally means I bind around.  This was a blue band with white markings used by Persian kings to bind on their royal crown.  It was a symbol thus of royal power.  All of this information bears testimony to the fact that Satan is the god (ruler) of this world.  The crown mentioned in 6.2 worn by the antichrist was a stephanous.  This was awarded to the victor in games or for military valour.  From this it will be recognised that the position of the diadem signifies the location of universal earthly domination.  

Verse 4 – It will be remembered that John has described the dragon as symbolic. and his tail dragged a third part of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth.  

John is revealing an event which took place behind the scenes – part of the invisible war.  The stars represent angelic beings who rebelled with Satan.  Our Lord said that hell was prepared for the Devil and his angels.  Dan. 8.10 confirms this.  However, this is a historic fact, an event that took place prior to man’s history.  There is a second war in heaven (see 12.7-9) which is still future.  This war will be lost by Satan.  

And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth so that when she gave birth to her child, he might devour him.  

Note the relationship between the two heavenly signs.  The dragon’s primary struggle is with the woman’s child.  This goes back to the Genesis 3.15 promise.  This struggle is demonstrated in Biblical history. 

Cain’s murder of Abel (Gen. 4.8) 

the corrupting of the line of Seth (Gen. 6.1-12)

the attempted rape of Sarah (Gen. 12.10-20 and 20.1-18) 

and Rebekah (Gen 26.1-18)

Rebekah’s plan to cheat Esau out of the birthright and the enmity which

ensued (Gen. 27)

the murder of the male children in Egypt (Exodus 1.15-22)  

the attempted murder of David (1 Sam 18.10-11)  

Athaliah’s attempt to destroy the seed royal (2 Chron. 22.10)  

Haman’s attempt to commit genocide to the Jewish nation (Esther 3-9)

the consistent attempts of the Israelites to murder their own children (Lev. 

18.21, 2 Kings 16.3 etc.)  

Herod’s attack on the children in Bethlehem (Matt. 2.16).  

During the inter-testimal period, there were several attempts to annihilate the Jewish nation.  

Verse 5 - The birth of the son – Genesis 3.15.  

This is Israel begetting her Messiah.  Roman Catholicism relates this verse to Mary,  The man-child who literally is about to rule all nations with a rod of iron.  The iron rod, sceptre, cannot be broken or resisted (Psalm 2.9).  This event was delayed after our Lord’s first coming.  The reason for the delay – and her child was caught away to God and His throne.  Caught is the word harpazo – I snatch away.  The word is used in Acts 8.39 in regard to Philip, 1 Thess. 4.17 in connection with the church and 2 Cor. 12.2,4 in connection with the apostle Paul.  This event of course makes reference to Christ’s ascension (Acts 2.33).  Since that event, Satan has no further access to Christ.  After the ascension, Satan’s options to defeat Christ must be centred in the church and Israel.  

Verse 6 – The woman’s flight into the wilderness.  

The chronology of this event comes after the war in heaven detailed in 12.7-12.  There are further details of the woman’s escape (verses 13-17).  It should be remembered that Israel will have had relative tranquillity during the first 3 ½ years of the tribulation period (see Dan. 9.27).  But, after the abomination of desolation (our Lord refers to this in Matt. 24.15-16); there will be all-out war against Israel.  This abomination which causes desolation will be an image of the beast within the temple.  Following this there will be the oppression of Israel and the flight of Israel.  Our Lord referred to this in detail (Matt. 24.15-27 and Mark 13.14-22).  Three things should be noted.  

1 -  God will prepare a place for Israel’s refuge.  This will be discussed 

later.  

2 – Israel will be nourished.  In the Greek this indicates will be nourished

 by the command of God. 

3 – There will be a limit on this period of 1,260 days.  This corresponds to

 the final 3 ½ years of the tribulation.  And also during this period,

 the two witnesses will fulfil their ministry in Jerusalem.  This will

 be gloves-off time for Satan.  It should be remembered that the 

 church will have been raptured and Satan’s only option to defeat

 God will be to annihilate Israel.  Satan’s true character will be

 revealed – that he is a murderer and a liar. 

The expulsion of the dragon from heaven 12.7-12.

Verse 7 – War in heaven.  

This is Satan’s last strategy to unseat the woman’s son and to establish himself on God’s universal throne and the Son’s mediatorial throne.  

The failure of Satan – Satan exits heaven finally and for all time.  The time of this event is midway through Daniel’s 70th week.  Satan knows that time is running out; thus, his rage and requirement to annihilate Israel.   

The angelic hosts leader, Michael.  He is described in Scripture as the patron of the people of Israel (see Dan. 10.13,21; 12.1).  In 1 Thess. 4.16 reference is made to Michael, i.e., the voice of the archangel.  This suggests that after the rapture of the church, Michael will once again take up his position of guardian of God’s ancient people.  This battle is not the first encounter that Michael has had with Satan (see Jude 9).  In that case, Michael called on the Lord to rebuke Satan.  Satan will again experience God’s rebuke in this event. 

Verse 8 – The defeat of Satan; his place forever lost in heaven.  

Ezekiel 28 is relevant bearing in mind the exalted position given to the anointed cherub in the heavenly realm.  At that time, the dragon staged a coup against Almighty God and here is a demonstration of the failed coup.  “no place was found any longer”.  At this moment in time, God still continues to hear accusation of Satan against His people (see 12.10, Job 1.6,9-11, Zech 3.1).

Verse 9 – The exit of the dragon from heaven is by force.  

Three times the expression cast down is used.  

This was foreseen (1) – In Isaiah 14.12.  Here Satan is seen as the energizer of Babylon both religious and commercial.  (2) – in Luke 10.18.  This was seen in the authority given to Jesus’ disciples.  The basis of Satan’s defeat is Calvary see John 12.31.  The expression “is first cast out” is literally “cast down”.  

The three steps of Satan being cast down: 

1 – from heaven to earth.  

2 – from earth to the abyss

3 – from the abyss to hell.  

The leader of this rebellious band is identified in five ways:  

1 – the great dragon.  See verse 3 – here Satan’s remorseless cruelty is seen. 

2 – the serpent of old.  This reaches back to Eden (Gen. 3.1 and 2 Cor. 

11.3). The serpent is noted for its subtlety.  The subtlety is seen in the

expression used by Satan “hast God said?”  

3 – the Devil (diaballo).  It means I defame, slander, accuse falsely.  It

  also means I act as an adversary.  The picture is that Satan goes about

  getting evidence for his next prosecution.  

4 – Satan, a super-human adversary.  

5 – the deceiver.   Note, the rebel angels are cast down with their leader

  (see Eph. 6.12).  

Verse 10 – The song of the saints.  

The loud voice from heaven.  This can only come from the 24 elders in heaven representing the church.  The expression “now is come” means now has come actually, fully, completely.  

The ejection of Satan from heaven.  

The reason for the praise –

1 – salvation (soteria).  This includes the whole redemptive work of Christ, 

Satan cast down, the kingdom, eternal life, Eden again.  

2 – strength or power (dynamis).  This is the dynamis which provided 

redemption and forced the rights of redemption.  

3 – authority.  This is from the Father, the occupant of the universal throne. 

Jesus is God’s anointed. 

4 – the kingdom.  God’s man will rule the earth domain as God intended.  

The reason for the praise: the accuser of our brethren cast down who accuses them before our God day and night.  

It is astonishing that Satan accuses us without interruption.  Note that this is cause for concern and rejoicing for the saints in heaven.  This passage demonstrates our need for an advocate at the present time.  See Romans 8.34, 1 John 2.1, Hebrews 7.25; 9.24.

Verse 11 – Those who overcome Satan.

While this makes reference to the end-time martyrs, it is also true for saints of all ages.  They themselves overcame him.  This is in the aorist tense which suggests a once and for all overcoming of Satan.  Also, it indicates that each one is a victor.  

(1).  Because of the blood of the Lamb.  Calvary is the only answer to Satan’s accusations.  We live in Christ’s victory at Calvary (Col. 2.15). Michael won the victory in heaven; God’s people on earth.  

(2).  Because of the word of their testimony.  This makes reference to the actual Word of God to which they had borne testimony.  Our first parents believed the lie in preference to God’s Word, “yea, hath God said?”  See John 8.31-32 and 15.3.  The truth makes us free and we are clean through the word Jesus has spoken to us.  

(3).  And they did not love their lives unto the death.  This again is another aorist tense.  In other words, they put their lives on the line for their Lord.  John 12.25.  Jesus had this same attitude (Phil 2.8), Paul also had this attitude (Acts 20.24; 21.15; Phil.1.20)  Our willingness to ‘give all’ must be settled now, not then (Romans 12.1).  

Verse 12 – The rejoicing in the glory land.  

The reason is because Satan has been cast down.  This is mentioned in the prophetic Scriptures (Isaiah 49.13, Psalm 96.11-13).  Sorrow on earth – bad times are ahead for the whole world because of the new full-time inhabitants.  Why the sorrow?  Because of the devil having great anger.  The word anger is thymos.  It literally means a chocking, ungovernable rage.   

Knowing that his time is short.  Satan knows that he only has 3 ½ years left in order to establish his seed, the antichrist, and to destroy Israel.  Looming up before Satan is the abyss for 1000 years followed by hell for eternity.  

Verse 13 – The dragon’s pursuit of the woman.

Satan’s options are closing.  Christ and the church are in heaven, completely out of his reach.  In order to succeed, Satan must completely annihilate Israel.  It should be borne in mind the covenants God made with Israel.  Israel must repent prior to the setting up of God’s kingdom.  For this reason, Israel is pursued.  This will be a literal flight as it was when Israel escaped from Egypt (Ex. 14.5).  

Verse 14 – The flight of Israel to a place of safety.  

To the woman were given two wings of a great eagle.  Were given is in the passive.  In other words, in some way, God is going to give Israel the ability to flee Satan.  Satan of course, is no match for God’s power or protection.  The wings of the eagle suggest strength and rapid flight.  See Ex. 19.4, Deut 34.11, Psalm 91.1-4.  It is dangerous to speculate as to how Israel will escape.  This is the only information that the Scriptures give regarding this flight.  However, there are suggestions that the place of refuge may be Petra.  

Nourished for 3 ½ years – the suggestion of the nourisher could be Moab.  Jeremiah predicted the destruction of Moab in Jer. 48.40-47.  In verses 40-42 of this passage, the enemy (an eagle) is an emblem of Babylon.  Nebuchadnezzar invaded Moab in 582 BC and Moab was destroyed as a nation.  Verses 45-46 indicates this was in fulfilment of an ancient prophecy (see Num. 21.28-29).  However, Jeremiah, in verse 47, indicates that there will be a recovery of Moab and there will be end-time blessing for Moab.  

Why should this be?  

Is. 16.1-5 gives an explanation.  This passage is a prophetic end-time event.  

Verse 1 – Moab recognises Israel.  

Verse 2 – Moab will decide for Israel and God as Ruth did.  

Verse 3 – Moab will be a shade for Israel.  

Verse 4 – Moab will be a refuge for Israel until antichrist is defeated.  

Verse 5 – Moab will be blessed of the Lord.  At this time, the throne of David will be established under Messiah Jesus.  Notice that it is established in love and the word is hesed which is a specific love which keeps a covenant.  No doubt, the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants are in view here.  

Thus, Jeremiah 48.47 will be fulfilled as predicted.  

Verse 15 – Satan’s next move.

Water cast out of his mouth as a flood - this is possibly an actual flood, or Satan could have used other means.  The Arnon River is mentioned with reference to Moab which may give a hint of an actual flood sent to engulf the fleeing remnant of Israel.  

Verse 16 – The earth absolved the flood.  

A similar event took place when Israel was escaping from Egypt.  The earth opened its mouth and swallowed the Egyptians (Ex. 15.12).   A similar event took place in connection with Korah, Dathan and Abiram (Num 16.28-33).  In Scripture, a flood speaks metaphorically of overwhelming evil see Psalm 18.4, Ps 124.2-4, Is 43.2.  Whatever the event depicts, the dragon’s purpose in any event is thwarted.  

Verse 17 – The dragon enraged.

The word for wrath is orgizo.  This is a more measured rage and is not the same as in verse 12.  The reason for this is that the dragon’s options are now diminishing.  

(1).  The dragons’ rage moves from the son to the woman.

(2).  The rage is now from the woman to her seed.  This is a final, all-out conflict and Satan will annihilate who he can.  

The rest of the seed first of all makes reference to the 144,000 Israelites sealed in chapter 7.  These 144,000 apostle Pauls will be active throughout the world during the last 3 ½ years of the tribulation.  This will be proved later because of the continuity from 12.1 to 14.5.  Also, the rest of the seed will include those saved through the witness of the sealed Israelites.  They are described as “a multitude that no man could number”.  

This special group has 

1) the commandments of God (see Rev. 14.1-5) 

2) the testimony of Jesus.  

They, like Paul, will have super-human ability to preach and bear testimony.  They will receive special commendation in 14.12.  

Revelation 13.1a - The dragon makes his next and final move.  

The seed of the serpent presented:  “And he stood on the sands of the sea.”  

Satan starts to call into being his wicked cohorts.  This goes back to Gen. 3.15 -  the seed of the serpent.  

Why the place by the sea?  

The two actors to emerge are from the abyss which is represented by the sea (see 11.7, 17.8).  

The stage is now set for Satan’s last-gasp programme.

(B) The beast out of the sea.  

Verse 1 – The invisible war takes a new phase.  

The chapter goes back to Gen.3.15, the seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman.  

The seed of the serpent is about to appear.  

The ocean represents the abyss  (see 11.7, 17.8).   This carries forward an Old Testament concept (see Job 26.12–13, Ps. 74.13-14, Ps 87.4, Ps 89,9-10, Is 27.1;51.9-10.)  It should always be borne in mind that the Lord, not Satan, is sovereign in this awful place of detention.  It should be noted that what John saw was the sea, but this represents the abyss.  

The beast. 

The beast is 

(a) a personal figure 

(b) the head of an empire  

(c) empowered by a force which is Satanic.  

Thus, he is the seed of the serpent, the false christ, a travesty of the slain Lamb.  See verses 3a and 6.  

It should be noted the similarities between Christ and the antichrist. 

(1) – both wield swords.  

(2) – both have followers on whose foreheads were inscribed their names. 

(3) – both have horns, i.e., power.  

(4) – both were slain. 

(5) – both rise to a new life and authority.  

(6) – both have power over the whole world.  

Understanding the symbolism.  See Dan. 7.7.  The fourth beast, Rome, is a composite of the other three world empires described in chapter 7.  As a result of this, the beast of Revelation 13.1-10 is a panoramic representation of dominant world empires of all time.  However, the vision focuses on the climactic end.  Thus, we see 

(1) The revived Roman empire – see Nebuchadnezzar’s vision in Daniel 2 and the legs and feet of verses 31-35.  

(2) The false christ is Satanically empowered.  

(3) He is given Satan’s throne, power and world dominion.  It should be borne in mind that this was received by Satan from our first parents.  

Features of the beast – 10 horns and 7 heads.  

Note the close affinity with the dragon in 12.3.  The dragon had seven heads and ten horns on which were seven diadems.  The beast has 10 horns – these are indicated first in the Greek - and diadems on the horns.  The seven heads are given second.  Thus, we see a depiction of the end-time kingdom of the beast.  The seventh head consists of ten kings or kingdoms.  They act as sub-rulers under the beast.  Now reference should be made to Dan. 7.24-27.  In this passage, the ten horns are described as ten kings which arise from the ancient Roman empire.  The little horn which shall arise is the antichrist and the beast described in this chapter.  

To summarise:  The seven heads are seven successive world governments which must be located in Scripture.  They are as follows: 1 – Egypt,  2 – Assyria,  3 – Babylon,  4 – Medo-Persia,  5 – Greece,  6 – Rome,  7 – the ten-nation revived Roman empire.  It should be recalled that all these empires held political sway over Israel.  

The beast’s head contains names of blasphemy.  These are words or conduct injurious to God’s honour and holiness.  They also involve the assumption of Deity.

Verse 2 – The description of the beast’s nature.

(1) – like a leopard.  The description of Greece in Daniel 7 was also like a leopard, indicative of swift, lightening wars.  “the agility and cat-like vigilance, craft and fierce cruelty”.   

(2) – feet like a bear.  This represents the crushing of all opposition. 

(3) – mouth like a lion.  A creature with a fearsome roar and teeth with devouring abilities.  

Thus, - the leopard, swift and crafty; the bear, vicious energy; the lion lust for blood.  

The dragon’s - Satan’s - empowerment of the beast, i.e., Satan’s seed, the antichrist.  

(1) – power (dunamis) this was first gifted by God but now used against God.  It includes rulership and power over mankind i.e., Satan’s world system.  

(2) – throne.  This goes back to Ezek. 28 and Gen 3.  The Lord said, “let them i.e., our first parents, have dominion i.e., regal authority  (Gen. 1.26). 

(3) – great authority.  As the god of this world, Satan does have great authority -  2 Cor.4.4.  This remarkable verse indicates that the seed of the serpent, the antichrist, has been appointed ruler of the Satanocracy.  He is indeed the antichrist.  

Verse 3 – The career of the beast.  

Note John says, “I saw”, thus, John is an eye-witness of these events,  “one of its heads slain unto death and the wound of his death was healed.”  The word slain indicates a violent death with wound marks which are evident.  Note how this mimics the true Christ as the Lamb slain.  As the hymn writer puts it, Those wounds yet visible above in beauty glorified.  Thus, this is the Devil’s counterfeit, the Devil’s lie.  

The result of the supposed death and resurrection of the beast – “and the whole world marvelled after the beast”.  The world will believe the lie and accept the liar.  

Verse 4 – The worship of the dragon and the beast.  

This is what Satan desires and needs to defeat God (see Luke 4.5-7).  This will ultimately be seen in the worship of an idol (13.14-15).  This fact was confirmed by Paul (1 Cor. 10.19-21).  See also the worship of the beast (13.8,12; 14.9-11; 20.4) and his image (13.15; 14.9,11; 16.2; 19.20).  

The sayings of the beast-worshipers:  Who is like the beast? 

This is a parody of Michael the archangel’s name – who is like God?  

Michael of course was the mighty angelic being who defeated Satan in heaven.  Now the slogan is Who is like the beast?  This is open blasphemy against God (see 2 Thess. 2.4).  

The rhetorical question of the beast worshippers –who can make war with him?  He will be seen as the resurrected superman.  God will provide the answer in His Anointed (see 14.1-5; 17.4; 19.11-21).  

The activities of the beast (13.5-8).  

The two areas of endeavour:  1- blasphemy towards God 2 – almost irresistible powers of seduction over men.  Both are seen in the little horn of Daniel (see Dan. 7.8,11,20,25). 

Verse 5 – What the beast was given. 

(1) the mouth, 

(2) the blasphemies 

(3) the time restriction, i.e., 42 months.  

The question is  - given by whom?    

It will be seen Satan gave the antichrist power, a throne, great authority and a mouth speaking great things.  However, it was God who gave authority for 42 months.  God is still sovereign and will have the last word.  

Warren Wiersbe once said, “When God’s children go through the fire, His hand is on the thermostat and His eye is on the clock.  He knows how much and how long.”  God, all through these terrible days is still on the throne.  

Verse 6 – “and he opened his mouth with blasphemy against God”.  

The expression “opened his mouth” is in the aorist tense.  This vile man cannot stop blasphemies pouring out against God.  The claim of the man of sin is of course, that he is God.  

“against His name” -  name indicates nature.  God is love.  The lie perpetrated in Eden was that God doesn’t really love his creatures.  This lie will again be perpetrated during the end times.  

The blasphemy is also against God’s tabernacle and they that dwell in heaven.  God’s tabernacle is referring to the millennial kingdom.  The final feast of Israel in Lev. 23 is the Feast of Tabernacles which makes reference to Christ’s millennial reign.  Satan at this stage is no longer in heaven and thus, his man blasphemes the redeemed in heaven.  No doubt this includes Michael and his angels who evicted Satan from heaven.  Thus the beast’s blasphemies are directed to the domain of heaven where God and angelic beings reside together with the redeemed.  This was once Satan’s happy residence until the awful rebellion described in Ezekiel 28.  

Verse 7 – Additional powers given to the beast.

 “it was given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them”.  

On whose authority was this given?  

This was predicted by Daniel in Dan. 7.21-23, but also see Daniel 7.22 thus, Satan’s man was allowed to do it on God’s authority.  Physical death is involved.  Daniel indicates that specifically this will be directed against God’s ancient people Israel.  

“And authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him.”  - This no doubt was given on Satan’s authority.  This was offered to our Lord by Satan in Luke 4.  This is worldwide rulership - man’s dream through the ages.  This power was given by Satan to his seed, the god of this world.  

Verse 8 – “and all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him”, i.e., the beast.  The technical expression is indicated here in the phrase earth-dwellers.  This represents those who have sided with Satan in rebellion against God.  They have absolutely no hope or desire of heaven.  This is now the world-wide religion.  Total apostasy.  

“whose names are not written in the Book of Life”.  Literally, the expression is the names does not stand or remain written in the Book of Life.  The indication is that all names are written in the Book of Life, but some are removed (see Rev. 3.5).  The book has deep roots in the Old and New Testaments (see Ex. 32.32, Ps 69.28, Phil.4.3, Rev 3.5; 17.8; 20.12; 21.27).  The earth-dwellers have chosen to worship the beast and will receive his mark, so their names are permanently removed from the Book of Life.  The literal expression is the Book of Life written from the foundation of the world.  

Verse 9 – “those who have an ear to hear”.  This expression is reminiscent of the expression in chapters 2 and 3 where the church is involved.  However, the church is preserved from the misery of the great tribulation.  Here, God’s people are preserved in it.  

Verse 10 – The submission of the saints.  

The saints of this awful period must not fight, but submit.  There will be captivity and death.  Two requirements are indicated 

1 – patience, indicating endurance.  

2 – faith.  

During this period, God’s people will have the knowledge that God’s kingdom is coming, providing eternal salvation.

(C)  The beast out of the earth.  13.11-18.  

Verse 11 – the expression “and I saw” marks a new scene.  In the Old Testament, and amongst the ancients, the ferocious beasts out of the sea were considered infinitely more ferocious than those creatures from the land.  

This personage thus is inferior to the first beast, but just as ferocious; he is a beast, another of the same kind.  

His role:  He supports the first beast and his work is of a religious nature.  Thus, he is a false prophet (see 16.3; 19.20; 20.10).  

Thus chapter 13 is the parody of the Christian era.  

There is a counterfeit trinity, death and resurrection of the false christ, a universal false church and mark of membership.  It results in an outward Christian false image. 

 It should be borne in mind that God’s two witnesses will be operating and the false prophet will be set to counteract the ministry of the two witnesses.  Thus, the signs of the false prophets are set to contradict God’s two witnesses.  

His accreditation:  through signs and wonders given by Satan (2 Thess. 2.4,9).  This person may be of Jewish lineage.  

The features of the second beast:  

Two horns; he is thus of lesser power than the beast who has 10 horns. 

Like a lamb, i.e., gentle, religious.

Spoke like a dragon.  Deceptive, subtle, seductive speech to lure people away from Christ into the dragon’s trap.  

Verse 12 – the satanic work of the false prophet.  

(1).  He exercises all the authority of the first beast.  

(2).  He forces the worship of the beast.  The earth-dwellers mentioned in this verse which the false prophet seeks to force to worship the beast is a different Greek expression to earth-dwellers previously mentioned in verse 14.  No doubt, faithful Jews and Gentiles are included in this pressure to worship the beast.  

(3).  He produces great signs.  

(4).  He brings fire down from heaven.  

(5).  He causes people to receive the mark of the first beast.  

In point 2, part of the pressure for worship is because the beast was raised from the dead.  All of these are counterfeits and are presented to deflect true worship from Messiah Jesus to the first beast.  

Verse 13 – the signs of the false prophet.

fire from heaven before men.  Christ warned of this in Matt. 24.24-25.  Satan said, “I will be like the Most High”, thus he must give this power to the false prophet (see 16.14 and 19.20, Mark 13.22, 2 Thess. 2.9).  These of course will be genuine supernatural miracles set to deceive.  This miracle is designed to bring awe and fear - see Luke 9.54 when James and John wanted this power.  Satan ultimately must deceive Israel to defeat God’s programme.  They of course are the elect nation (see Matt 24.24).  The Lord speaks of signs that if possible they will deceive the elect.  

Verse 14 – the deceiving of the earth-dwellers.  

This again makes reference to those who are sold out to the Devil.  The tense is that the false prophet will keep on fooling them..  The reason for this is the signs.  The signs are indicated as being before the beast, indicating that they are performed with the beast’s full approval.  

The final apostasy. – the command to set up an image to the beast.  In Dan. 3, the first empire which subjugated Israel, commencing the times of the Gentiles, incorporated universal idolatry (see Dan. 3).  Refusal to bow to the image brought death.  The idolatrous system is centred on the raised-from-the-dead beast.  This is the fist of 10 references to this image in Revelation.  

Verse 15 – the remarkable power of the false prophet to animate the beasts image.  

The “breath of life” is given to the image.  The same expression is used in Rev. 11.11 with reference to the two witnesses.  This idolatry is the ultimate blasphemy against God (see Dan. 9.27, Matt 24.15, Dan 12.11, 2 Thess. 2.3-4).  This was not trickery as was used by Elymas in Acts 13.6-12 or the exorcist vagabond Jews in Acts 19.13-20.  

The image speaks and kills (see Dan 3. 1-11).  It should be borne in mind however that many will escape who are believers, both of Jews and of Gentiles.

Verse 16 – The false prophet forces all to receive a mark.  

This event parodies chapter 7 where the 144,000 receive a mark to avoid the wrath of God.  This mark is to avoid the wrath of the beast.  The indication is that those who receive the mark receive it willingly thus, within the terms of this dispensation, the earth-dwellers must choose either the wrath of the Lamb or the wrath of the beast.  

All aspects of society are involved: civic ranks - small and great; ranks according to wealth – rich and poor; cultural ranks – free and slave.  

The place of the mark – on the right hand and forehead, thus it is a visible mark suggesting the controlling of mind and action.  The word mark is charagna.  It means I engrave.  The same word was used for the emperor’s face on coins.  It was also used in the tattoo marks indicating that the person was a slave.  Thus the mark is permanent indicating that the person thus marked is owned by the beast. 

Verse 17 – The second decree - No mark, no commerce.  

Thus, the beast uses this as a tool to bring deprivation to those who refuse the mark.  The aim is to force all to worship the beast and his image.  

The phrase “the name of the beast and the number of his name” is literally, the beast’s name (nature) is in the number and the number in his name.  

Verse 18 – the riddle of the number of the beast.  

Three points are relevant -

(1).  “Here is wisdom.”  This will be a God-given wisdom when required (see Dan. 12.10).  

(2).  The means of interpretation.  Gematria - the numbers are related in some way to the letters of the alphabet.  However, it is dangerous to speculate until the antichrist appears.  

(3).  What we now know.  All we have is a mysterious hint about a man whose name gives the number 666.  At this time, we must be content.  The identity of this person is not yet available, but wisdom will be given to God’s people when required. 

(D).  The victorious followers of the Lamb.  14.1-5

The glimpse into the future kingdom.  There are three aspects. Verse 1  

(1).  The Lamb standing on Mt. Zion.  This is in the perfect tense.  Note the change from the previous chapter.  There the beast stands on the sinking sands (13.1); here the Lamb stands on the Rock – Mt. Zion.  The tense indicates that the Lord’s position is permanent and eternal.  The Lamb and the sealed ones replace the beast and those with the mark.  This section is an encouragement.  The centre of the vision is the Lamb, the One who shed his blood, rose and lives and breaks the seals.  It should be borne in mind that this is earthly Zion and the millennial kingdom (see Psalm 2, Zechariah 14.4-5).    

(2).  With Him, the 144,000.  These are the sealed Israelites seen in 7.1-8.  They are a distinct and special group being celibates within the group of the redeemed.  The apostle Paul was the prototype of this group (see 1 Cor. 15.8).  He even mentions himself being as one born before the time.   

(3).  They bear the name of Father and Son on their foreheads.  This group will evangelise during the worst period of human history, but they are now with the Lamb on Mt. Zion.  No doubt, they will consider that it was worth it all.  

Verse 2 – The song from the glory land.  

The sound had three aspects.  It was like 

(1) many waters.  

(2) thunders.  

(3) the sound of harpers.  

There is both power and melody.

Verse 3 – There is music, but also words.  

The music is actually the accompaniment from heaven.  

The audience is God (they sing before the throne), the cherubim and the church.  

The singers are the 144,000.  They only could sing it because of their experiences.  

The song is the new song.  It resembles the Israelites’ song in Exodus 15.1-18.  

Verse 4 – The special qualities of the 144,000.  

(1).  Not defiled with women.  Marriage does not defile, but celibacy was required for this period. See Paul - 1 Cor. 7.26, 1 Cor. 7.1,32.  

(2).  They followed the Lamb wherever He went.  The tense indicates that they are still following the Lamb. 

(3).  Redeemed from among men.  This indicates that they were bought and brought out, they were special people.  

(4).  Firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.  They are the earnest of the blessing about to come to the earth.  Remember, through these apostle Pauls there will be a superabundant harvest to populate the kingdom.

Verse 5 – Their special mark – truthfulness.  

During the time of their ministry, the biggest lie will be perpetrated.  Namely, the presentation of the false christ.  This group will present the truth that Jesus is the Christ.  

“without fault before the throne of God”.  This is the Levitical term used for sacrifices without blemish.  They were therefore, a perfect offering to God (Rom. 12.1).

(E)  Four climactic announcements.  14. 6-13  

(1).  The everlasting Gospel  14.6-7. 

Verse 6  Another angel.  This looks back to Michael and his angels in 12.7. 

 In mid-heaven – in a position for all on earth to see and hear.  

The everlasting Gospel.  This makes reference to Hebrews 11.6 - One can only be saved by faith and grace.   

The proclamation to all on earth.  This does not make reference to any earth-dwellers who had given up any hope of heaven.  The proclamation was to every nation, tribe, tongue and people.  No one is outside the offer of mercy.  This will be an actual event just as the shepherds in Bethlehem experienced.  This event will give amazing credence to the message of the 144,000.  

Verse 7 – the message of the Gospel – Fear God, give Him glory.  

This is the message of Rom 1.19-20.  

(i).  In verse 19 it indicates that what may be known of God is manifest in us i.e., we have an inward ability to perceive.  

(ii). What we see is God’s eternal power (dunamis) - this speaks of God’s skill in producing the universe.  

(iii). His Godhead.  The correct rendering is Godhood.  

The evidence available indicates that there is a loving God.  In spite of these evidences, Rom 1.21 indicates that mankind did not give glory to God.  Giving glory means repentance and acknowledgement of God’s attributes.  

the hour of God’s judgement has come.  In the midst of this awful judgement, there is mercy.  The command is to worship Him who made heaven etc.  In other words, don’t worship the beast and his image.  God is creator, ruler and owner of the earth.  

(2).  The fall of Babylon 14.8.  

This is a preview of fuller information in chapter 17.  The follow-up message of the Gospel angel is rejection of the gospel will mean you fall with Babylon.  The past prophetic tense is used.  Babylon’s fall is so sure, it is as good as having taken place.  It should be borne in mind that this is a literal city on the Euphrates.  This city will be the subject of the last bowl judgement.  It should be remembered that Satan’s false civilisation and religion started with Nimrod at Babylon and ends with the beast at Babylon.

made all nations drink of the wine of the anger of her fornications.  

The concept:

(i).  Wine given to seduce to fornication, that is, spiritual fornication.  

(ii). The cup of God’s wrath that He gives to those He must severely punish.  Drinking Babylon’s cup means you drink God’s cup of wrath.  

(3).  The torment of the beast-worshippers. 14.9-12

The warning of the third angel.  

The beast requires:

(i).  Worship – this is to be complete and without distraction.  

(ii). The worship of his image.  

(iii).The mark on the forehead and the hand.  

This represents the intoxicating wine of the beast.  Refusing the beast incurs the death penalty.  Waverer beware!  The suffering you may avoid under the ruling of the beast is immeasurably smaller than the eternal punishment you will otherwise incur (Matt 10.28).

Verse 10 – if you drink the Devil’s sweet wine, you get the wine of God’s wrath.  

(i).  The certainty of the punishment.  The future tense – he will drink; he will be tormented.  

(ii). The nature of the punishment - wine of the anger (thymos) this is a gasping, fierce anger.  The literal interpretation is mixed-unmixed in the cup of His wrath (ogre), that is wrath coming to fruition.  This appears to be a paradox; however, wine was mixed with spices to increase the toxicity, but the wine is unmixed with water; that is, there is no dilution of the anger i.e., no mercy, no grace, only undiluted wrath.  

(iii).The place of punishment – in fire and brimstone - see Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19.24) and the illusion to the lake of fire (Rev. 19.20; 20.10; 21.8) 

(iv).The judge and administrators of justice. 

Before the holy angels and before the Lamb.  Note the reference to the Lamb.  Love, mercy, grace and redemption had been offered, but spurned.  Now - only wrath.  Note the angels’ involvement  (Luke 12.8-9, Matt. 13.40-43).

Verse 11 – The torment – eternal.  

(i).  The smoke of their torment.  Abram saw the smoke of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19.28).  This is the sign of judgement inflicted.  

(ii). Forever and ever.  This expression occurs 11 times in Revelation, but 7 times for differing personages and events.  

1.  The eternal existence of God  (4.9-10)   

2.  Under Christ (1.18)   

3.  God’s eternal reign  (11.15)  

4.  The eternal glory of the Lamb (5.13)   

5.  The eternal reign of believers (22.5)   

6.  The eternal doom of the Devil (20.10)  

7.  The eternal torment of the lost (here and 19.3).  

This doctrine is repugnant to man, but the doctrine is confirmed by Jesus (Matthew 25.46) and Paul (Rom. 2.3-9, 2 Thess. 1.6-9).  Remember although Paul was the apostle of grace, he spoke and warned of the everlasting destruction.  

(iii).  No rest for beast-worshippers.  This is in the present tense indicating that it will continue forever.  

Verse 12 – How to endure in patience.  

(i).  Note the term saints - made holy by faith in Christ (1 Cor. 1.2 - called saints). 

(ii). That keep the commandments of God, that is, hold precious God’s Word.  Adam failed to do this and brought ruin.  

(iii). The faith (faithfulness) of Jesus.  Note that the Lord’s humanity is emphasised.  Jesus is faithful - 1) He paid it all;  2) He provides it all.  

Remember this makes reference specifically to tribulation saints, thus, there is a connection here with the 144,000 of 7.14 and the rest of the woman’s seed in 12.17.  Many during this period will be martyred. 

(4).  The blessedness of those dying in the Lord. 14.13  

(i).   The Divine command to write, i.e., the voice from heaven.  John had been writing anyway, but it seems that God wanted to make a special point here. 

(ii).  The strange beatitude “blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now”.  This differs from the church; we have a blessed hope – the rapture (1 Cor. 15.51-53, 1 Thess. 4.13-18).  For the church, death is not a certainty, but the Lord’s coming is a certainty.  This beatitude is for those who die under the orders of the beast (see 12.11).  Death is a blessing during the last 3 ½ years of the beast’s rule.  

(iii).  A confirmatory word from the Spirit.

  a) the Lord never left them alone during this awful period. 

b) they rest from their labours (there is no rest for the beast-worshippers). c) their works follow them.  See the martyrs under the sixth seal (6.11).  

Thus it is proved that their faith, steadfastness, love, obedience has not been lost, but has been given eternal value.  

(F)  The harvest of the vintage 14.14-20.  

Introduction:  there is one more scene in this section prior to the seven bowl judgements.  The scene: a harvest of judgement.  This is the same as Joel 3.13-14.  God’s judgement never comes until sinners are ripe for judgement.  God is not willing that any should perish (see Gen. 15.16).

Verse 14.  John uses the word like, thus the passage should be taken symbolically, but the symbols represent actual facts and events which will take place.  

(i).  The white cloud.  This accompanies Messiah Jesus at His second coming  (Dan. 7.13-14, Matt. 24.30; 26.64; Acts 1.9,11;  Matt. 17.5).  

(ii).  The Son of Man.  This is a title Christ used in the Gospels in connection with His work as Kinsman Redeemer.  

(a) His suffering – the price paid 

(b) The glory of the second coming i.e., His right to occupy the earth domain 

(c) His right to judge the world and take rulership evicting the usurper.  

(iii). The Son of Man’s golden crown.  The word is stephanon.  This is the victor’s crown.  Jesus Christ comes as victor.  

(iv). In His hand a sharp sickle.  This represents judgement and the time for judgement has come.  Sharp indicates the severity of the judgement. 

Verse 15 - another angel from out of heaven.  

The hour has come; the earth has now become ripe for judgement (Matt. 3.12; 13.30) this is a preview of 19.11-21.  

Verse 16 – Judgement executed.  

Note the two references to earth.  This is a judgement scene on planet earth (see John 5.27- and have given Him authority to execute judgement also because He is the Son of Man).  

Verse 17 – the angelic executives of Divine judgement.  

The angel with another sharp sickle (see Matt. 13.41-42, 49-50).  

Verse 18 – the angel from the altar with authority over the fire.  

This looks back to the fifth seal in 6.9 i.e., the souls under the altar crying, “How long?”.  

There had been a sacrifice on this altar, that is, God’s Lamb.  This was refused in preference to the beast.  Now there is only the fire of the altar.  

God’s people are his vineyard and produce the fruit of righteousness.  The beast’s people produce evil fruit.  These bunches of grapes are now ripe. 

Verse 19 -The vintage of the earth gathered and cast into the winepress of God’s anger.   

The word anger is thymou.  This is unrelieved anger of Almighty God.  The winepress operates when grapes are placed in a receptacle where they are crushed.  The juice pours out through an aperture and is caught in a lower vessel.  See the prophecy of this event – Isaiah 63.1-6, Joel 3.13-16.  

Verse 20 – the gruesome outcome of the judgement process.  

The place of judgement – outside the city, i.e. Jerusalem in the area of the Kidron Valley.  This was predicted in Old Testament scriptures (see Joel 3.12-14).  This was also predicted in Zech 6.1.  

The chariots of judgement proceed from between two mountains of brass.  These are the Mt. of Olives and Mt. Zion.  It means that judgement proceeds from the Kidron Valley.  

Brass in scripture speaks of judgement.  It should be borne in mind that in this valley our Lord sweat great drops of blood (see Luke 22.44).  During passion week, the Lord crossed this valley to go to the cross.  

Mercy has been refused, now there is only judgement.  

The result of the judgement: blood came up to the horses bridles for 1600 stadia.  This is a distance of 200 miles.  Interestingly, this is the distance between Bozra and Megiddo.  It has been argued that this could not be so as the battle in Armageddon is in the north; however, it must be borne in mind that at Christ’s coming, the topography of the land will be completely changed (see Zech 14.4).  

The scene is now set for the seven bowls of judgement. 

Introduction:  With these remarkable visions in mind, John now encounters seven new angels who are to dispense the seven bowl judgements or seven last plagues.

2.  The rejoicing over the seven last plagues 15.1-4.  

A scene in heaven precedes the bowl series of judgements as happened with the seal and the trumpet judgements.  

Verse 1 

another sign, a great and marvellous one.  John realises the significance of this event.  

Seven angels of the seven last plagues.  These are the final judgements ever to be seen in time and eternity.  

(1).  Their resemblance to the Egyptian plagues.  

See also 
a) the song of Moses vs 3, 

b) the smoke of Sinai vs 8, 

c) the erection of the tabernacle vs 5.  

The previous event was the deliverance of Israel, now it is the deliverance of the whole earth.  

The anger (thymos) of God is complete.  

God sees these events as already having been accomplished.  

(2).  What these bowl judgements accomplish:

a) the dragon, beast and false prophet are cast into the Lake of Fire. 

b) the judgement and consignment of rebellious man to the Lake of Fire  

Verse 2 – The scene:  peace, tranquillity and also Divine judgement.  

(1) The sea of glass.  This is the first thing that takes John’s attention.  This has been seen previously in 4.6.  This is an emblem of the splendour and majesty of God, separated and set apart from all creation.  But there is fire mixed with it; i.e., a judgement yet to come.  

This fire judgement – the mission of the seven bowl angels 

(2) the overcomers. This makes reference to the martyrs described in 12.11.  God must prove that Satan will be defeated by redeemed mankind.  This is one of the great foundational truths set out in the book of Job.  Note that these saints are three times described as overcomers.  

(i)   They overcame the beast.  

(ii)  They overcame his image.  

(iii) And the number of his name.

(3)  the position of the overcomers.  They are standing upon the sea of glass.  This suggests they are standing on God’s righteousness.  Note that the cause for Satan’s judgement is their position.  

(4)  Having harps of God; thus God has given them a special song of praise.

(5) Verse 3 – Their song of praise.  The literal Greek for this verse states and they sang the song of Moses, the servant of God and the song for which the Lamb is responsible.  The song of Moses is found in Ex. 15.1-19.  Moses had seen the plagues and the army of Pharaoh smashed. Exodus 15.3 reminds us that the Lord is a man of war.  The seven last plagues, that is the bowl judgements, equate to the song of Moses, but what about the song for which the Lamb is responsible?  This looks back to the Passover Lamb which of course is the type for the coming Lamb of God.  

Note now the song for which the Lamb is responsible.  

The first aspect is in judgement - great and marvellous are your works.  They were great and marvellous regarding the judgement of Egypt, but much more so at end times.  This judgement aspect refers to God being the Lord God Almighty.  He is the only ruler, the only God and He is omnipotent.  

The living creatures make reference to this in 4.8 and the elders in 11.17.  

The blessing aspect - righteous and true are your ways.  This looks back to the foundational promise of Gen. 3.15, the covenants, the Lord’s suffering and death and His coming again.  The Lord is faithful and just.  Faithful in that He keeps His promises; just in that He provided an adequate sacrifice for sin.  

The final phrase should be interpreted king of the nations (see Psalm 2).  

Verse 4 – Two rhetorical questions:  

(1).  Who will not fear you?  

A negative answer is anticipated.  Note that previously there has been a blatant unwillingness to repent and defiant blasphemy.  The everlasting gospel has been repudiated (14.7).  But now, all men willingly love and obey.  

(2).  Who will not glorify your name?  

Again, the anticipated answer is no one.  The name is the revelation of all that God is: His holiness, love, mercy and grace.  All will one day praise and glorify His name.  The reasons given: 

(i).  You alone are holy.  This does not make reference to no sin, but to unapproachable majesty.  The four living creatures continually cry holy, holy, holy.  Thus, God is unique, completely.  None are like Him and none are to be compared with Him.  Satan’s lie, of course, that God is not unique.  Satan declared “I will be like the Most High.”  But now all acknowledge that God alone is holy.  

(ii). All nations will come and worship.  This is a major theme of Old Testament prophets, and indeed it is based in the Abrahamic Covenant that all families of the earth will be blessed through the terms of the covenant.  Some of the scriptures relating to this major theme are as follows: Ps. 2.8-9; Ps. 24.1-10; Ps. 66.1-4; Ps. 72.8-11; Ps. 86.9; Is. 2.2-4; Is. 9.6-7; Is. 66.18-23; Dan. 7.14; Zeph. 2.11; Zech. 14.9; Mal. 1.11.  Note that this worship is what Satan desired (see the temptations he put to our Lord in Luke 4).  

(iii).Because your righteous acts have been manifested.  This is in the aorist tense and thus makes reference to the seven last bowl judgements. Again, this looks back to the principle of the kinsman redeemer.  The kinsman has paid the redemption price, has evicted the usurper and has taken tenant possession of planet earth.  

3.  The Preparation for the Seven Last Plagues 15.5-8.  

Verse 5 - “And after these things I looked.”  This is a new section and is a transition to a new vision.  The time has now arrived for the main actors of this vision.  They will receive tools of judgement.  The setting of this vision is dramatic in the extreme.  “The temple of the tabernacle of testimony was opened in heaven”  

(1).  The angels exit from the presence of a holy God.  

(2).  The tabernacle of testimony.  This makes reference to God’s covenants with Israel.  Remember the Ark of the Covenant contained the commandments of a holy God setting out God’s righteous demands.  

(3).  The Ark of the Covenant.  It will be recalled that God’s glory was above the Ark of the Covenant.  Within the ark were the commandments given through Moses.  The gold lid was known as the throne of judgement, but became the mercy seat when the blood was sprinkled on the cover.  Mercy has now been rejected and judgement will now be enforced.  

Verse 6 - The apparel of the angels as they exit from God’s presence.  

(1).  They were clothed in pure white linen.  

Clothed is in the perfect tense indicating that their purity will not be sullied.  Thus, we see God’s righteousness presented in action.  Incidentally, to the church this righteousness is gifted through Christ (see 1.13).  We will be thus clothed when we return with Christ (see 19.14).  

(2).  Their breasts girded with golden girdles.  In 1.13, Christ had such a girdle, indicating His authority as king, priest, judge; thus, these seven angels come with Christ’s badge of authority.  

Verse 7 – The angels receive the seven bowls of judgement.  

Note that they receive from one of the living creatures i.e., the cherubim.  Remember that the cherubim are protectors of God’s holiness.  Their chant should be recalled referring to God’s holiness three times repeated.  The cherubim are first found in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3.24) with a flaming sword.  Their flaming sword of course would keep sinful man from the Tree of Life, but at the same time, they guarded the way to the mercy seat with the shed blood.  Remember that the cherubim were depicted over the mercy seat looking down on the cover.  The way back through Christ’s blood sacrifice has been forsaken by sinful man; thus, the flaming sword of judgement must now be wielded.  

Golden bowls –phialas.  

Golden represents that which is Divine.  A phialas was a flat, saucer-like vessel. 

Filled (gemousas) it means literally filled to the brim.  

Wrath (thymon) of God .  This is God’s unrestrained, Divine wrath.  

Who liveth forever and ever.  The earth-dwellers are reminded that the living God is not like Satan, the beast, the idol or the false prophet.  Remember Heb. 10.31 – “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”  

Verse 8 – the temple was filled with smoke.  

This is the symbol of God’s presence - Ex. 19.8, 1 Kings 8.10-11; 2 Chron. 5.11-14; Ezek. 11.23; 44.4.  The filled temple is from the glory of God and His own power (dunamis).  No one could enter the temple; only God can exercise His divine power and His work as a kinsman redeemer.  The usurper is now to be evicted along with his agents.  

4.  The first bowl.  Incurable sores on the beast’s worshippers 16.1-2.  

Three things should be noted:  

(1)  The rapid succession of the bowl judgements

(2)  The universal nature of the plagues  

(3)  The reference to them being the last ones indicating that these judgements will mark the end of the great tribulation period.  

Verse 1 - “I heard a loud voice.”  The word is megas meaning great.  The voice of God uttered in such a way is spoken about in John 12.28 and 2 Peter 1.17-18.  This word great (megas) occurs eleven times in this chapter, i.e., the great day of God, the great earthquake, the great hail etc.  This proves that these events are unprecedented in human history.  

The command of God – depart and pour out the seven bowls of the anger of God into the earth.  

Pour out is an aorist imperative.  It expresses urgency i.e., tip out in rapid succession.  

What is to be poured out is wrath.  However, the same expression was used at Pentecost and will also apply to the last days of blessing (see Joel 2.28-29 and Acts 2.17-18, 33).  Thus, in the last terrible days of the great tribulation, there will be a pouring out in the aorist imperative of God’s wrath, but in the days of blessing, a similar pouring out of Divine blessing.

Verse 2 – the effect. 

an ulcer wound, an inflamed and running sore which cannot be healed.  This would no doubt be agonising.  This was similar to the sixth Egyptian plague (Exodus 9.9-11).  This will be literal as was the Egyptian plague.  

The limitation of the plague - only those who had the mark of the beast and worshipped his image.  Thus, those faithful to Christ and the 144,000 of sealed Israelites would not be affected.  This of course is similar to the Egyptian plague.  

5.  The second bowl – death to all sea life 16.3.  

All sea water became like the blood of a dead person.  Sea covers most of the earth’s surface; thus, the judgement is worldwide.  All life is now removed from the sea.  Water would become coagulated as blood and will be loathsome.  This is similar to the first Egyptian plague; only in that instance, fresh water alone was affected.  

6.  The third bowl judgement  - The transforming of all fresh water into blood 16.4-7.  

Verse 4 - The contamination of fresh waters.  

This is almost the same as the third trumpet judgement (8.10) and the first Egyptian plague which affected mainly the Nile. But here, all rivers and all fountains of water are affected.  Thus, there is no relief from this plague as the Egyptians had (Exodus 7.24).  The horrors of these plagues are totally unimaginable.  

Verse 5 – The statement by the angel of the waters.  

Note that in Rev. 7.1 there are four angels in charge of the winds; 9.11 an angel in charge of the abyss; 14.8 an angel in charge of fire.  This angel is of the same order.  God uses angelic beings in administering His domain (Ps. 104.4 and Heb. 1.7).  

The statement 

(1) You are righteous.  In other words, these judgements are just.  

(2 )who is and who was.  God is eternal.   Satan, the beast and the false prophet are created beings.  

(3) the holy one.  He – God – is holy; that is, separate from all His creation. Because you have judged these things 

(4) Verse 6 - the principle of lex talionis.  “they poured out the blood of saints and prophets (this will include the two prophets during the tribulation period) and you have given them blood to drink.  They are worthy.”  This is the exonerable law of retribution, the law of retaliation, eye for eye, reaping what you sow, being paid in one’s own coin, falling in the ditch you dug for another, hanging on Hamaan’s gallows, and the punishment fitting the crime.  

Verse 7 – the altar speaks. 

Remember on Palm Sunday, the stones would have cried out.  The altar throughout Revelation relates to judgement except in isolated cases.  

The altar says yes, Lord (ruler) God.  

Reference to the only God Almighty.  This makes reference to God’s omnipotence.  This again relates back to the Old Testament concept of the kinsman redeemer. 

 All your judgements are true and righteous.  God warned and warned of the coming judgements; thus, when God’s judgement fell, it was righteous.  

7.  The fourth bowl -  Scorching of all through the sun’s intensity 16.8-9.  

Verse 8 – the sun given power to burn the men with fire.  

In the fourth trumpet judgement, there was the darkening of the sun, but here there is an increase of intense heat.  The men referred to are those in verse 2, i.e., those with the mark of the beast and who worship the image.  Note again, the faithful are exempt.  

Verse 9 – the result of the fourth bowl judgement:

(1).  The men burned with great heat.  This is an unimaginable punishment.  

(2).  They blaspheme God.  They recognise that this plague came directly from God’s hand.  In Rev. 11.13, some did repent because of the earthquake; however, they are now like Pharaoh – self-hardened and God-hardened.  

(3).  They refuse to give God glory, in other words, there is no repentance.  

8.  The fifth bowl judgement – darkening of the beast’s kingdom.  16.10-11.  

Verse 10 – the focus is now getting nearer the judgement of the rebels.  

The entire Satanocracy is thrown in to disarray.  This bowl judgement is aimed at the political source of the Satanocracy.  

The destination of the bowl judgement:

(1).  The throne of the beast.  Remember, Satan had a throne in heaven (Ez. 28.11-19) and on earth (Gen. 1.26).  Man’s dominion was taken over by the usurper Satan (see Luke 4.5-7).  This throne was given to the seed of the serpent (13.2).  The dragon has perverted all society into a demonic civilisation i.e., a pure Satanocracy; now it is all under God’s direct attack.  

(2).  His kingdom.  This is the first mention of the beast’s kingdom.  This is a world-wide dominion.  The whole realm is darkened like the ninth Egyptian plague (Ex. 10.21-22).  No doubt, the faithful remnant are untouched by the plague as happened in Egypt (Ex 2.23).

(3).  The members of Satan’s kingdom.  They gnawed their tongues because of pain.  Literally it is they kept on chewing their tongues.  The result – physical havoc.  

Verse 11 -  Allegiance to the beast continues.  

(1).  They blaspheme the God of heaven.  There is now the cumulative effect of the first four plagues.  The verse says because of their pains (plural) and sores.  They would continue to have open sores.  

(2).  They did not repent of their works, that is , their idolatries and immoralities.  Here is seen a hatred of God which is the very nature of Satan. 

 9.  The Sixth bowl – preparation for the doom of the kings 16.12-16.  

Verse 12 - The water of the Euphrates dried up.  

This is one of the great rivers of the world.  It constituted the eastern boundary of the ancient Roman Empire, but more importantly it was the eastern boundary of Israel under the Abrahamic covenant (see Gen. 15.18, Deut 1.7 and 11.24 and Joshua 1.4).  The city of Babylon is on this river.  It is possible that the beast will have his throne there.  

The purpose of this judgement – to provide access to the kings of the east.  Remember this is a bowl judgement – a trap for the final battle.  

The counterpart is the parting of the Red Sea for Israel, but the trapping of the Egyptians (Ex. 14.21-22).  Thus, this bowl judgement looks onto the future and last conflict of world empires against God and His Messianic people (see Joel 3.2, Zeph. 3.8).  

One asks the question – Why this invasion?

The Bible does not specifically reveal, but conjecture would suggest it is to help the beast put down an uprising in Jerusalem possibly from the ministry of the two witnesses (see Zech. 14.2). 

Verse 13  

Verses 13-16 are a commentary on Verse 12.  This passage proves that the kings of the whole earth will join the kings of the east in the final great conflict.

(1).  The explanation as to how the forces were mustered -  from the mouth of the dragon and the beast and the false prophet.  This is the greatest propaganda campaign ever.  The mouths of this diabolical trio are always used against God (see Daniel 7.8).  The Satanic method has ever been lies and murder.  

(2).  From their mouths, three unclean spirits.  These are fallen angels i.e., demons (see Matt 10.1, Mark 1.23-24, 3.11; 5.2 etc.).  

(3).  like frogs.  This is reminiscent of the second Egyptian plague (Ex 8.5).  Frogs in so far as Israel was concerned, were unclean creatures (Lev. 11.10-11, 41).  Thus, this is an anti-Semitic movement.  

Verse 14 – the explanation of the work of the demonic spirits.  

This is actually a parenthesis.

Note their function – performing signs in order to delude.  Thus, they have the same aim and powers as the false prophet (see 2 Thess. 2.9-10).  The illustration of this is found in the Old Testament (1 Kings 22.19-23).  

There is illustrated for us here an astonishing concept -  

(1).  The lying spirit is ultimately under God’s control 

(2).  The lies would be successful.  

(3).  The ultimate end result – disaster decreed by the Lord.  

Now remember 

(1).  This is the sixth bowl judgement or plague.

(2).  God is Lord of all, sovereign.  His Will will be performed.  

(3).  Satan and all his rebel angels will acknowledge Jesus as Lord (Phil. 2.9-11). And this will be the first of the final proofs.  

The satanic plan which goes out to the kings of the whole inhabited world to gather them to the battle of the great day of God Almighty.  This makes reference to the great and terrible day of the Lord see Joel 2.30-31.  Remember this is the narrow day of the Lord when Christ will personally appear.  This major battle was predicted in Old Testament scripture (Joel 2.11 and 3.2, Zech. 14.2-3).  This is the ultimate battle predicted in Psalm 2.1-3.  John refers to it as the battle of the Great Day of God Almighty.  Thus God will prove His Almightyness.  Again, this makes reference to the concept of the kinsman redeemer.

Verse 15 – God’s special announcement – “Behold, I come as a thief”.  

It should be remembered that during this tribulation period, there will be many who will have believed on the testimony of the two witnesses and the 144,000 Jewish witnesses.  Matt. 25.31-46 gives detail of this event.  There will be many sheep believers.  They will have proved their spiritual standing by the way they protect Israel (see also 1 Thess. 5.1-3).  See also the Lord’s parables in Matt. 24.42-51 – this makes reference to the wise and evil servants and Matt. 25.1-13, making reference to the wise and foolish virgins.  

The phrase “That keepeth his garments” means being in a state of readiness.

Verse 16 – The world armies gather together for battle.  

The place – Armageddon.  This had been a place of previous victories in the Old Testament i.e., Barak’s victory over Sisera in Judges 4, Gideon’s victory over the Mideanites (Judges 6).  

This particular bowl judgement looks on to the Lord’s coming in 19.11-21.

10.  The Seventh Bowl – The destruction of Babylon 16.17 – 18.24.

(A).  The bowls summarised 16.17-21.  

This bowl judgement was poured into the air.  This plague is the most pervasive of all the plagues.  All will have to breathe this last plague.  

At this point, there is the loud voice from the temple and the throne.  This is Almighty God’s announcement “It is done”.  The final events must now begin to unfold.  

Verse 18 – Lightning, voices, thunder, earthquake.  

These phenomena are signs of God’s judgement (see Is. 29.68).  Thus, this bowl judgement continues to chapter 19 and possibly to the introduction of the eternal state.  

The earthquake is unprecedented in human history.  This was predicted in Hagg. 2.6-7 and Heb. 12.26-27.  

Verse 19

(1).  The great city Jerusalem (see 11.8) divided into three parts.  There will be vast topographical changes, especially to Jerusalem, when the Lord returns (see Zech. 14.4).

(2).  The cities of the Gentiles fell.  This worldwide event will wreak devastation.  

(3).  Babylon the great.  At this stage in human history, this Satanic system – political, religious and commercial – will control the planet.  This is the final stage of this Satanocracy.

Verse 19b -  And Babylon the great was remembered before God.

Chapter 17.1-5 details God’s memory of Babylon.

The fall of Babylon.  

This is the central subject of the seventh bowl judgement.  

Announced in 14.8

Prefigured in 14.14-20

Remembered 16.19 and 17.1-5

Inflicted in 19.18-21.  

To give unto her the cup of the wine of the anger of His wrath.  

The first word anger is thymos.  This could be described almost as a holy rage.  

The word wrath is orge, signifying a measured wrath inflicting judgement.  

Verse 20 – the earth prepared for Eden again.

See Acts 3.19-21 – Peter declares that at Christ’s return, it will be palin genesia.  This means genesis again.  These topographical changes must be taken literally.  

Verse 21 – the great hail.  

This, Biblically is indicative of Divine justice and judgement (Joshua 10.11, Job 38.22-23, Is. 28.2, Ez. 13.11-13; 38.22-23).  

“Men blasphemed God because of the plague.”  These blasphemers are those loyal to the beast.  It should be noted that men knew the source of this judgement.  They continued their blasphemy, shaking their fist as it were in God’s face.  

(B).  Religious Babylon destroyed 17.1-18.

Introduction:  This is an expansion and explanation of the seventh bowl judgement.  The reason now given for this judgement and how religious and commercial Babylon will meet its doom.  A similar explanation is given for the new heaven and earth and the bride of Christ in 21.9-22.5.  Here, however is portrayed the vile prostitute of the Satanocracy.

Verse 1 – One of the angels who had the seven bowls.  

The same words are used by the same angel to display the bride of Christ (21.9-22.5).  This was an interpreting angel and it is the first time that it occurs in the book of Revelation. Thus, God underlines the importance of this revelation.  

“I will show the judgement of the great harlot.”  This is none other than the great Satanic religious system.  In Scripture, prostitution, fornication or adultery means religious apostasy (see Is. 23.15-17, Jer. 2.20-31; 13.27; Hosea 2.5; Nahum 3.4, etc.)  Thus, what Satan commenced in Genesis 10.9-10 and 11.1-9 comes to fruition and is finally judged.  

The woman represents all false religion, and includes apostate Christendom and Jewry (that which is spewed out after the rapture). 

The many waters represent the world population over whom the prostitute has control (17.15).  

Verse 2 – Those who have committed fornication with the whore.  

(1).  kings of the earth – in order to gain power.  

(2).  the earth-dwellers i.e., those who are in rebellion against God.  

made drunk from the wine of her fornication.  The scene is that all reasoning processes have been set aside.  There is only a craze for more.  

Verse 3 – The angelic guide moves John to a new vantage point into the wilderness.  

The reason for this will be seen from Zechariah’s prophecy (Zech. 5.5-11).  

What John saw in the wilderness –

(1).  the woman 

(2).  sitting upon a beast.  

The beast described:  

(i).  scarlet.  This is the same beast as was described in 13.1.  In that verse, no colour is given, but there is exactly the same description - seven heads and ten horns.  Thus the beast controls the political system and the woman the false religion.  Scarlet represents sin (see Is. 1.18).  Thus, this beast is the man of sin  (2 Thess. 2.3 – the son of perdition).  

NB later, a rider on a white horse and armies dressed in white will appear (19.11,14).  

(ii).  full of names and blasphemy.  In 13.1, blasphemy was on the seven heads, but here the creature is covered in blaspheme.  Wickedness has come to fruition.  

(iii). having seven heads.  These will be described later.  However, suffice to say the seven heads represent seven consecutive world empires being those concerned with the elect nation Israel.  

(iv). ten horns.  The ten horns represent kingdoms contemporaneous with the antichrist and represent the last phase of the Roman Empire.  

Verse 4 – the adornment of the woman and her beverage.  

The description of the city Babylon resembles the woman (see 18.16).

(1).  Her clothing – purple and scarlet.  Our Lord was adorned with these colours when He was mocked (see Matt. 27.28 – scarlet; Mark 15. 17,20 and John 19.2,5 – purple).  These are the colours used by both pope and cardinal.  

(2).  Her adornment – decked with gold, precious stones and pearls.  She is gaudy as the prostitute she is (see Jeremiah 4.30).  This should be contrasted with the vision of the bride of Christ clothed in fine linen, bright and clean (19.8).  

(3).  Her cup and beverage.  The gold cup is in her hand to give regal appearance, but in fact the cup has a degrading influence.  

(4).  The cup’s contents – filled with abominations, even the unclean things of her fornications.  Abominations equates to idols.  There is no greater insult to God than an idol.  Basically evolution is an idolatrous concept.  

The harlot gives this concoction to the world to drink.  The final phase of this anti-God religion will be in the form of apostate Christianity.  

Verse 5 – the woman’s name.  

The name was on her forehead which apparently was common among prostitutes.  (1).  its description – MYSTERY.  Mysterion.  This indicates a new revelation.  

(2).  the name: Babylon the great.  This of course is the name of the city, but also a vast system of idolatry even from the dawn of time.  It commenced in Shinar, modern Iraq, with Nimrod, a rebel (Gen. 9.9-10).  This is the first mention of it in Scripture.  The last mention is in Revelation.  This city will become the world’s leading city, both religiously and commercially.  

(3).  the woman’s title:  The mother of harlots and abominations of the earth.  This began with the building of a tower in Genesis 11.  Every false philosophical and religious system commenced here.  It should be noted the two aspects of this Satanic system: religious and commercial.  

(4).  Verse 6a – the woman’s condition: drunk.  

And I saw the woman drunken from the blood of the saints and from the blood of the witnesses of Jesus.  

Saints indicates those who are kept pure i.e., the sanctified.  

Witnesses – those who have borne testimony and have preached God’s Word.  During the days when the woman rides the beast, it will be a period of unprecedented martyrdom.  

(5). Verse 6b – John’s reaction  

and I marvelled with great amazement seeing her.  This indicates complete astonishment.  John sees this anti-God combination and it is beyond his comprehension.  This is a daring and deliberate and open blasphemy against God.  A determination to obliterate everything and everyone pertaining to God and true godliness.  

(6).  Verse 7 – the interpreting angel’s reaction 

and the angel said unto me, why do you marvel?  I will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast who bears her which had the seven heads and ten horns.  Notice the interpreting angel said - don’t marvel, I’ll explain everything.  It should be noted that God loves to reveal these truths to His saints, thus the importance for understanding the prophetic scriptures.  

The first point – the woman rides the beast, but the beast bears the woman i.e., the beast supplies the motive and force.    

Verse 8 – the career of the beast.  

The beast is the predicted seed of the serpent first spoken of in Gen. 3.15.  In Revelation, the beast is an empire or the ruler of that empire.  It should be remembered that there has been a Satanocracy since the rebellion of man and the fall.  This has appeared in the form of seven empires (see later).  These are now all embodied in the beast and given into his control.  

Two important points should be noted. 

(1).  from what point in time is this snapshot taken?  

(2).  the beast i.e., antichrist, must not be confused with the serpent Satan.  

Taking the first question: the snapshot is taken from midpoint in Daniel’s 70th week.  During the first 3 ½ years is the beast’s human career; the second 3 ½ years is the beast’s super-human career.  

The tracing of antichrist’s career: 

(1).  He comes under the first seal when his human career commences.  He makes a covenant with some of Israel for 7 years (see Dan. 9.27).  This phase covers the expression, the beast whom you saw was

(2).  and is not.  In Rev. 13.2 it indicates that one of his heads is wounded to death.  This takes place midway through the seven year tribulation period.  

(3).  and is about to ascend out of the abyss.  This is Revelation 13.1.  The beast emerging from the sea representing the abyss.  This makes reference to a demonic resurrection.  See reference to the abyss – Luke 8. 31, Rev. 9.1,2,11.  This is the abode of demons. Thus, his ascent out of the abyss which occurs midway in the seven-year tribulation period will be the commencement of his super-human career.  

(4).   and departs into perdition.  The beast is the first occupant of hell (see Rev. 19.20).  

Verse 8b – the reaction of earth-dwellers.  

Reference should be made to the Book of Life in 13.8.  The first point of note is that these are the earth-dwellers – those who have decided irrevocably to worship the beast.  The phrase does not mean that these people were damned before the foundation of the world, but that their names are no longer found in the Book that was in being from the foundation of the world.  

These people will marvel at his resurrection and will believe the lie.  

Verse 9 – the interpreting angel’s commentary on the beast.  

These words are by way of explanation.  

Here is the mind of wisdom.  

The warning: this is going to be difficult to grasp, but our Lord is wisdom.  

The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits.  These are seven successive world empires.  This is the common meaning in Scripture (see Psalm 30.7; Is. 2.2, 41.15; Dan. 2.35. Zech. 4.7).  The woman sits on the heads.  Note she is not part of the empires, nor does she rule the empires; she influences them by imposing her false religion upon them.  

Verse 10 and they (the seven heads) are seven kings.  

These seven kings represent seven Gentile kingdoms or empires.  These must all be identifiable in Scripture and have some connection with Israel.  

Thus the empires are as follows:  

1 – Eygpt  

2 – Assyria 

3 –Babylon 

4 – Persia 

5 – Greece

6 – Rome 

7 – the future kingdom of the beast.  

All of these empires were involved in the persecution of Israel - see the following Biblical references:  

1 – Egypt  


Ezek. 29 and 30  

2 – Assyria ( Ninevah)  
Nahum 3.1-19  

3 – Babylon   

Isaiah 21.9 and Jeremiah 50 & 51  

4 – Persia     

Daniel 10.13 and 11.2  

5 – Greece 


Daniel 11.3-4

6 – Rome 


see the Gospels.  

Five are fallen.  These are as follows: 

1 – Egypt 

2- Assyria 

3 – Babylon 

4 – Persia 

5 – Greece.  

And one is:

6 – Rome.  This was in being at the time of John’s writing.  

And the other is not yet come:

 (7 – the kingdom of the beast) 

and when it comes, it must continue a short time.  Thus, God will put a limit on the duration of this last kingdom, i.e., the kingdom of the beast.  Daniel 2.31-35 provides some illumination on this subject.  

Verse 11 – the eighth kingdom.  

Remember the king and kingdom are interchangeable in Scripture.  

The beast that was and is not.  This is antichrist, the beast who was resurrected.  After his resurrection, he acquires a new dynamism.  The last 3 ½ years will be different, thus it is referred to as the eighth kingdom 

and goeth into perdition.  This is confirmation that this makes reference to the beast i.e. the antichrist (see Rev. 19.20).  

Verse 12 – the ten kingdoms.  

The ten horns or kings without a kingdom at the time John wrote.  These kings will join in a confederacy under the leadership of the beast.   According to Dan. 7.7 and 24, they will receive dominion in the last days.  Daniel 2.44 makes reference.  

They will receive authority with the beast  for one hour.    This indicates a very short period of time.  They will in fact, be reigning with the beast at Christ’s return.  

Verse 13 – these have one purpose 

(1).  Opposition to the Lamb in open warfare (verse 14) 

(2).  Opposition to the harlot (verse 16)

For this purpose, they give their power to the beast.  

Verse 14 

(1).  The declaration of war against the Lamb.  The ten kings and the beast and all the deluded nations will join in this war.  This is the last and final battle (see 19.19).  

(2).  The outcome – the Lamb will overcome them.  This interesting phrase indicates that Satan’s defeat began at Calvary.  

(3).  The reason – because He is Lord of Lords and King of Kings.  These are the titles of God the Father and the Son (see Deut. 10.17 which is the first mention of these titles in Scripture).  

(4).  Those associated in the victory – the called, chosen and faithful.  These are described in 19.14.  See also Jude 14.  Note our position in Christ and high calling; our preciousness to Christ - chosen; our privilege – faithful.  

The judgement of the harlot

Verse 15 – This event will take place prior to the Lord’s return.  John now reverts back to verse one of this chapter.  

The explanation of the waters.  Usually, in Revelation, water has to be taken literally, but here, an explanation is given.  It is specifically indicated as being figurative (see also its figurative use in Psalm 18.4 and 16, Psalm 124.4, Isaiah 8.7, Jer. 47.2).  Here, the waters are multitudes, nations and tongues.  Careful note should be taken of the clash between the beast and the harlot.  The beast rules over the same classes (13.7).  

Verse 16 – The ten horns and the beast will hate the harlot.  

Satan’s kingdom begins to divide against itself (see Mark 3.23-26).  Remember the two aspects of Babylon: religious and commercial, political aspect.  

Make her desolate – that means plunder her wealth. 

and naked – expose her moral corruption 

and devour her flesh.  This is reminiscent of Jezebel and the dogs eating her flesh (see 1 Kings 21.23-24 and 2 Kings 9.30-37).  

and will burn her up with fire.  This is historically the condemnation of those who have committed detestable fornications (see Lev. 20.14 and 21.9).  Also Joshua 7.15,25 in regard to the apostasy of Achan.

Verse 17 – The final explanation.  

For God has put it in their hearts to execute His purpose, i.e., by having a common purpose.  

Put it in their hearts is in the aorist tense – something that God has done once and for all.  The question is now asked, however, but is God then the author of evil?  The answer – NO.  God uses all forces to carry out His will.  For instance, Babylon was used to destroy apostate Israel (Jer. 25.9-11); so God uses the beast and ten nations to judge the woman.

 “by giving the kingdom to the beast”, that is, the ten nations.  Thus, the beast will become the undisputed world ruler.  

Until the words of God should be fulfilled.  This event has been very carefully detailed in the prophetic Scriptures.  

Zechariah predicted this event – see Zech. 5.5-11.

This is a detailed description of this end-time event.  

(1) Verse 6 – the ephah, a symbol of trade.  

(2) Verse 7 – the talent – a symbol of business and commerce.  

(3) Verse 7 – the woman.  Here the definite article is used.  The woman is seen as sitting in the midst of the ephah.  This equates to Rev. 17 where the woman rides the beast.  

(4) Verse 8a – this is the wickedness i.e., the false religious system.  

(5) Verse 8b – the woman imprisoned in the ephah.  She tries to escape knowing judgement will come.  

(6) Verse 9 – The removal of the woman.  Two women with storks’ wings (an unclean bird in Scripture) with wind in their wings indicating demonic spirits. 

(7) Verses 10-11 – The removal to Shinar i.e., Babylon.  

Zechariah’s prophecy closes with the woman established or set.  The word is nuach at rest there.  Zechariah commences prophetic visions (1.11-12) with the world being at rest.  The word again nuach is used.  This depicts the first half of the seven-year tribulation period when the antichrist will bring a false peace.  

Other Old Testament predictions.

The following is a list of Old Testament prophecies which equate to

chapters 17 &18 of Revelation.

Jeremiah


Isaiah



Revelation

51.13   



-------



17.1

51.7  



-------



17.2

17.16, 18..5,7






51.29 



-------



17.16; 18.8



------



47.5,7



17.17; 18.7-8



51.8



21.9; 13.21


18.2



50.8; 51.6,45


-------



18.4



51.9



-------



18.5



50.15; 31.24-49

-------



18.6



51.25



-------



18.8



51.63-64


-------



18.21

Note that these events will all take place during the Day of the Lord – Isaiah 13.6.  

In summary, the woman is the great Satanic religious system seducing the nations.  This system is brought to an end by the beast and the ten nations.

C.  Commercial Babylon Destroyed  18.1-24.

  The first angelic pronouncement of judgement on Babylon (18.1-3)

  The heavenly voice prediction that Babylon will fall (18.4-20)

  Second angelic pronouncement of judgement on Babylon (18.21-24)

(1).  The first angelic pronouncement of judgement on Babylon 18.1-3.  

The question: 

Is the Babylon of chapter 17 different from the Babylon of chapter 18?

There are similarities.  

Both are referred to as: 

(i).   Babylon the great

(ii).  guilty of fornication

(iii). guilty of causing the kings of the earth and earth-dwellers to drink the wine of God’s anger through their fornication with Babylon

(iv).  burned with fire

(v).   becoming an utter desolation

(vi).  the great city

(vii). having the apparel of an harlot

(viii).being responsible for the martyrdom of the faithful.  

But there are huge differences.  

In chapter 17, the city’s abominations are religious.  In chapter 18, sensuality connected with luxury and wantoness is in view.  First, chapter 18 focuses on interaction with merchants, thus economic prosperity and luxury mark chapter 18’s Babylon.  Note they share the same location, but have different systems.

Verse 1 – another angel i.e., one of the same kind (see 10.1 and 20.1).

 having great authority - this indicates a high-ranking position.  

The earth illuminated with his glory.  This announcement will spell doom to the Satanocracy.  Remember, the foundation of prophetic Scriptures in Gen. 3.15, the head of the serpent will be crushed.

Verse 2 – the announcement by the angel.  

Note this was with a strong voice, Babylon is fallen, is fallen.  Note it is a double fall.  This again suggests the two Babylon’s – religious and commercial.  

It has become a place of incarceration.  

Those incarcerated: demons, unclean spirits i.e. fallen angels, angels, unclean birds and hated beasts.  The latter two are symbols of the demonic inhabitants.  Remember how demons wanted to inhabit the swine (Matt. 8.28-32).  Thus, during the millennium, Babylon will be a visual aid of both angelic and man’s rebellion against God and an illustration of the end result of such rebellion.  

This was an Old Testament prediction (see Is. 13.21; 34.14; 47; Jeremiah 50 & 51).  

Verse 3 – the cause for the fall.  

Her prostitution with the kings of the earth producing luxury and immorality.  

The means by which this was accomplished – the merchants.  Thus, is seen the final globalisation of religion and commerce.  

Note the three groups involved – 1) nations, 2) kings (governments), 3) merchants.  These three groups have co-operated to bring world prosperity without God.  Romans 1.18 indicates that God’s wrath is against all ungodliness.  The Greek word is asebia.  It literally means, I’m here, no thanks to God.  This will be the attitude of these three groups.  Thus, the Satanocracy which commenced with man’s rebellion against God will have its final phase in this form of Babylon.  

Have become (waxed) rich because of the power (abundance) of her wantonness.  The word wantonness means insolent luxury, self-indulgence with arrogance and a vicious exercise of strength.  

Earth-dwellers will say the world has arrived at last!  

Verse 4 – another voice from heaven.  

The voice predicts Babylon will fall (18.4-20). 

The prediction has three parts: 

1) the call for God’s people to come out of Babylon (verses 4-8) 

2) laments by kings, merchants and seafarers (verses 9-19)

3) heavenly rejoicing (verse 20).  

(1).  A call for God’s people to come out of Babylon (verses 4-8).  

Verse 4 

(i).   the voice.  This is not God’s voice, but a spokesman for God (see later). 

(ii).  the urgency of the call.  Come out of her.  There are Old Testament predictions regarding this event:  Isaiah 48.20; 52.11; Jer. 50.8; Zech. 2.6-7.  Reference is made here to Jeremiah 50.8; 51.6-9,45.  

This is the call to flee an actual city, but also to leave enticements of self-sufficiency, luxury, etc.  Thus, the call is to all saints.  

(iii).the direction of the call.  My people i.e., those saints who still inhabit the beast’s kingdom to the very end, both Jews and Gentiles.  

(iv). the warning.  Don’t have fellowship i.e., Babylon’s sins or her plagues.  The word fellowship is koinonia and it means having all things common.  One remembers the fate of Lot’s wife.  

Verse 5 – the reason.  

Literal words:  because her sins have joined unto heaven.  The concept is that Babylon’s sins have stuck together like bricks until they reached heaven.  This looks back to Genesis 11.3-4.  Their aim there was to outdo God; here it is the same, but sin has outdone them.  

God has remembered her unrighteous acts.  For the saints, sins are forgotten (Heb. 8.12); for the sinner, sins remembered.  

Verse 6 – Babylon’s judgement.  

There is here an element of lex talionis (see Jeremiah 50.15; Ps. 28.4).  

Give back to her even as she has given.  

The cup – persecution, martyrdom of the saints.  

Give back double.  This event will take place at Christ’s return (chapter 19).  The beast will destroy the woman, but Christ will destroy the beast.  Note that the destruction of commerce commences under the bowl judgements.  

Verse 7 – Babylon’s four sins.  

(1) self-glorification.  She has glorified herself, thus there is no glory for God.  

(2) self-aggrandization.  And became wanton.  This denotes luxurious lifestyle, discourtesy, arrogance, self-indulgence, ruthless exercise of strength and unruliness.  

(3) self-confidence – I sit as a queen, I am beyond punishment.  There are connotations here going back to the wicked queen Athaliah (see 2 Chron. 22.10-12; 23.11,13).  

(4)  self-complacency.  The avoidance of suffering.  I am not a widow and I will in no way see sorrow.  

Now notice the centre of the verse.  Give so much torment and sorrow to her – what a vast change!  

Notice in the centre of this verse it says because in her heart.  Here it is proved that God clearly knows the motives.  

Verse 8 – the speed of Babylon’s judgement.  

This takes up the ancient prophecy of Is. 47.7-9.  

In one day her plagues will come i.e., short period of time.  

The plagues.
1) death – she said no widowhood. 

2) sorrow – this is in return for revelling.  

3) famine – in response to abundance.  

And she shall be burned up with fire.  The disaster comes quickly. A mighty conflagration.  A fire storm.  

Because the Lord God who judges her is strong.  This is God’s answer to the boast of 18.10 i.e., the strong city.  None can stay His hand; He is the judge.  This is from the Old Testament passage Jer. 50.34.  

(2).  Laments of the kings, merchants and sea people.  Verses 9-19.  

Verse 9 

(i).   the kings of the earth.  These are the rulers over the earth-dwellers.  Those who have forsaken any hope of heaven for the beast’s kingdom.  This is connected with 17.2 and 18.  

(ii).  their sin – committed fornication with her and become wanton.  This is of a commercial type, that is, they have joined the beast in an open globalised Satanocracy.  

(iii). their lament for her when they see the smoke of her burning.  This is reminiscent of Sodom (Gen. 19.28).  The old saying applies, that which burns never returns.  

(iv).  Verse 10 - the distance from her.  These kings will soon join in combat against Messiah Jesus (see 16.4 and 19.19).  They distance themselves from Babylon for fear of her torment.  

(v).  their recognition that the end has come for Babylon.  Woe, woe, the great city Babylon the strong city.  Babylon had slaughtered the martyrs and she thought she could get away with it.  In one hour your judgement has come.  The wicked reign of the beast and the ten-nation confederation has come to a sudden end (see 17.12).  One hour.  This is thus the statement of the kings.  

Verse 11 – the merchants.  

Their grief – trade is gone.  

The irony – they belonged to a system which forbade trade outside the mark of the beast. 

Their merchandise – there are 28 –29 items and 28 uses.  This is what the world’s system holds dear.  

The seven categories – 

(i).   precious wares i.e., gold, silver, precious stones, pearls.  

(ii).  materials of rich attire – fine linen, purple, silk, scarlet.  

(iii). materials of costly furniture – all thyine wood, every vessel of ivory, most precious wood, brass, iron, marble.  

(iv). precious spices – cinnamon, spice, incense, ointment, frankincense.  

(v). articles of food – wine, oil, fine flour, wheat.  

(vi). merchandise for agricultural and domestic uses – cattle, sheep, horses, chariots

(vii).traffic in men – bodies, the souls of men.  

Verse 12 – this list covers the first three items.  These are all luxury goods – most expensive.  

Verse 13 – this verse deals with items 4-7.  The vision indicates a super-luxurious lifestyle in both commodities and food.  

Item 7 – souls of men.  This brutal system will use humans at the end of all the luxuries to vent their spleens.  No wonder God’s judgement falls.  

Verse 14 – the continuation of the merchants laments.  

The merchants’ lusts, described in Greek, it is the ripe autumn fruits.  Lust simply means I must have this for myself now.  The autumn fruits depict luxurious and splendid things.  Departed from you is literally in the Greek, gone now and gone always.  

Verse 15 – the merchants stand at a distance.  

This is the same as the kings.  The sight is fearful.  

Their attitude – weeping and mourning.  

Verse 16 – the dirge continues.  

This is the merchants’ song of weeping – woe, woe, the great city, clothed etc.  The accumulated wealth of the Satanocracy gone.  

Verse 17a – the dirge ends.  

Because in one hour such wealth has become desolate.  Again, the swiftness of the judgement is underlined.  

Verse 17b – the mourning of the transport operatives. 

(i).  every ship master, helmsmen i.e., the captains of sailing vessels 

(ii). all the company of ships, literally, everyone who sails from place to place including pleasure cruises.  Those who purchase residence on huge vessels will certainly be involved.  

(iii). sailors – those who work for profit.  

(iv). as many as work the sea, that is, for trade – could be fishermen, pearl divers, etc. 

Verse 18 – They saw the smoke, they cried, they exclaimed what city is like unto this great city!  The awesome-ness of this event is beyond description.  The loss of the twin towers is nothing in comparison to this.  

Verse 19 – The symbolic act of mourning – threw dust on their heads.  They were deprived of wealth in one hour.  Kings, merchants, sailors.  Job cast dust on his head.  He lost all at the instigation of Satan  (Job 2.8,12).  Now God deprives earth-dwellers of Satan’s kingdom.  

Verse 20 – a call for rejoicing in heaven.  

There is the sorrow of the kings, merchants and transporters – but now joy in  heaven. 

Rejoice over her – literally, make merry.  This is what the earth-dwellers did when the two witnesses were slain (11.10).  The prophecy of Jeremiah 51.48-49 relates to the same event.  

Special rejoicing for (1) holy apostles and (2) prophets.  

Through these two groups we have the prophetic scriptures.  There is now a vindication for them.  

For God has avenged you on earth.  Literally, the judge has pronounced in your favour.  God will avenge the blood of His saints (18.24; 19.2).  

(3).  Second angelic pronouncement of judgement on Babylon.  18.21-24.  

Verse 21 – the destruction of the city.  

(i).   in symbolic act.  

(ii).  in explicit terms.  

This is the third angel to participate in this chapter, but this angel is described as strong.  This is the third strong angel in Revelation.  


1 – 5.2  in relation to the sealed scroll. 

2 – 10.1 in relation to open deeds.  

Thus, the strong angel has relationship with these scrolls.  

Remember Christ is the kinsman redeemer; He must pay the redemption price; have power to enforce these rights.   So these three strong angels represent the power Christ will use to eject the usurper and take up tenancy of earth domain.  

The millstone described as great.  Not the small millstone turned by a woman, but by a donkey.  These would be five feet in diameter and twelve inches thick.  This prophecy is first found in Jeremiah 51.63-64.  The background to this prophecy was that Zedekiah was called to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar to bow to the image erected by Nebuchadnezzar (see Daniel 3).  Zedekiah and his court bowed to the image, but there were three faithful Jews who refused and went through the furnace of affliction.  This event casts a shadow over the end-time events when God’s people will go through the furnace of affliction but will be saved in it.  Thus, with violence i.e., a rush, shall the great city Babylon be thrown down.  Thus, the destruction will be sudden and violent.  It will be final.  

She will in no way be found any longer.   

Verse 22 – Things that Babylon would be no longer.  

(i).   instrumentalists i.e., no music.  

(ii).  craftsman i.e., no art, etc. 

(iii). no industry – the sound of the mill.   

Two points: 

 – Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, deprived Jerusalem of these for seventy years (Jer. 25.10) 

 – These three operations were Satanic in defiance of God’s orders (see Gen. 5.20-22).  Thus, by these means was formed a godless civilisation.  The Babylon of Revelation is the pinnacle of this rebellious movement. 

Verse 23 – Babylon devoid of two things – 

(i)  illumination.  This will be actual, but also there is a figurative aspect.  The literal is that there will not even be a small light.  

(ii) marriage.  This harks back to what Babylon did to Jerusalem during the seventy-year captivity (Jer. 7.34, 16.9, 25.10-11). But, this was temporary.  God will restore Jerusalem (Jer. 33.10-11).  This prophecy has its ultimate fulfilment when Messiah Jesus returns - see our Lord’s reference to the days of Lot (Luke 17.28-30).  

Now the reason is given:  

(i).   thy merchants were the great men of the earth.  This is the globalisation of world trade.  God hates it.  See Isaiah 5.8 and Luke 12.20.  Remember the Lord’s pronouncement “Thou fool”.  The fact is the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.  These men would take it over.  

(ii). the sorcery of the merchants.  They deceived the nations by deceptive seductions.  See the modern adverts.  Sorcery  - pharmakon.  From it we derive our word pharmacology.  The concept is that they produced a drug to produce addicts.  

Verse 24 – another reason for Babylon’s overthrow 

Blood guiltiness of both prophets and saints.  It commenced with the blood of Abel.  Remember the two-fold aspect of Babylon - civil and religious.  This makes up the Satanocracy.  The blood guiltiness of this Satanic organisation will come to fruition during the last 3 ½ years of the great tribulation.  At this stage, God brings in His final judgements.

D.  The Closing Visions of John 19.1-22.5.

Rejoicing over Babylon’s fall and conquest of the King of Kings.  

1.  Rejoicing over the fall of Babylon (19.1-10).

In the doomed kingdom of the beast, there is silence.  In glory,  

the subjects of Messiah’s kingdom rejoice.  Note that it is loud and enthusiastic rejoicing.  In all, there are five songs in verses 1-8; the four songs in verses 1-5 look back to the judgement of Babylon.  One song in verses 6-9 looks forward to the marriage of the Lamb.

Song #1  - Verse 1

  After these things, that is the judgement of the two Babylons in chapters 17 & 18, I heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven saying.  

As there are suggestions that angels have problems singing, this must be the angelic host.  (The redeemed are invited to rejoice in verse 5.)  

Hallelujah.  This is the first of four mentions of this word in the New Testament.  It means Praise the Lord.  However, it is used often in the Old Testament, especially with the defeat of God’s enemies and the establishment of His kingdom (Ps. 104.35; 117).  

What the song celebrates:   

(i).  Salvation; that is the result of God’s kingdom coming.  Jesus Messiah reigns.  Satan is vanquished.  Death is vanquished.  This is palen genesia – genesis again.  

(ii).  Glory.  God’s glory and sin and Satan and darkness cannot co-exist.  This is none other than the actual visible glorious presence of our Lord and Saviour. 

(iii). Power (Dunamis).  This is the dunamis of our Kinsman Redeemer taking actual control of His purchased possession.  The same words are found in David’s prayer (1 Chron. 29.11)  Note the setting – the establishment of the Davidic kingdom.  This prefigures Messiah’s kingdom in fulfilment of the Davidic covenant.  

Verse  2 – Two reasons for praise.  

(i).  For (because) true and righteous are His judgements.  God judges according to truth (Rom. 2.2) and the implementation of his judgement is right (righteous).  NB there was (1) universal worship of the beast and (2) universal rejoicing of the deaths of God’s two witnesses.  Thus, there was no other course than judgement.

(ii).  For (because) He has judged the great harlot.  This is in the aorist tense.  It is a once and for all judgement.  

Her crime 


a. corrupted the earth with her fornication; that is, worship away from God to the beast, that is, the seed of the serpent. 

b. slew God’s servants.  Her judgement – avenge the blood of His servants and her hand (or from her hand).  The concept is that the saints have been delivered out of her hand.  Jezebel was a prototype of Babylon (see 2 Kings 9.7,35).  The last thing of latter-day Jezebel to let go -  her hand.  

Song #2  Verse 3 - The Heavenly Encore.  

And they said again the second time, Hallelujah.  

Why?  

Because of His complete and eternal destruction of Babylon.  

and her smoke ascends for ever and ever.  This harks back to Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19.38).  The events of Sodom and Gomorrah cast a shadow over the events in Babylon - the removal of Lot typifying the rapture, and so on.  This is an echo of our Lord’s words in Matt. 3.12, Luke 3.17 and Mark 9.34.  This will be a visual aid during the millennium demonstrating the judgement of the wicked system, but the judgement will continue permanently in hell.  

Song #3  Verse 4.

This song comes from the church who are now raptured and in heaven and the four living creatures who are always connected with God’s throne.  

They fell and worshiped God who sits upon the throne.  The earth-dwellers had worshipped the beast and were under God’s wrath.  All praise goes to our glorious Lord.  

Amen.  So be it.  (this is a solemn agreement).  

Hallelujah, Praise the Lord.  This is taken from Psalm 106.48.  This is the end of Book Four of the Psalms.  Also Psalm 149 and 150 – the end of Book Five.  

Song #4 – Verse 5  

The voice out of the throne.  Whose voice?  

The answer is in the expression saying praise our God.  

The tense is the present imperative, thus it is continuous praise, thus the praise can only be from the living creatures and the cherubim (see Rev. 4.8 and Is. 6.3).  

To whom was the command directed?  

To his servants – those who fear him, i.e., those who reverence God and who rejected the beast and the Satanocracy.  

Small and great, all are invited to join this praise.  Praise levels all ranks.  

Song #5 – Verse 6  

There had been loud singing, but this is now overwhelming.  

a) voice of a great multitude  

b) like the sound of many waters  

c) like sounds of loud peels of thunder.  

It is an increasing crescendo.  

Who are the singers?  

Verse 9 gives the answer.  “Blessed are they who are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.”  The bride is the church, thus the chorus is Old Testament saints and also tribulation and martyred saints.  

Their song: Hallelujah for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.  

These are some of the most glorious words ever uttered.  

The prayer for God’s kingdom has come.  

Genesis 3.15 has been fulfilled.  

The glorious Kinsman Redeemer is enthroned.  

Verse 7 – The Marriage of the Lamb.   

There are three questions.

(1)  Who is the bride?

(2) Where will the marriage take place?

(3) Where will the marriage supper be celebrated?

The Jewish type of wedding must be recognised.

Part 1:  The betrothal.

(1) The bridegroom takes the initiative, leaves his father’s house to seek a bride.  (2) He pays the price (mohar) for his bride.  

(3) He establishes a firm covenant.  They are now legally man and wife.

(4) The bride is sanctified (set apart) exclusively for her husband.  

(5) The couple drink together a communal cup and a betrothal benediction is pronounced.  

The analogy (2 Cor. 11.2).

(1) Jesus left his Father’s house to seek a bride (John 15.16; 16.28).  

(2) Jesus paid mohar for His bride (Ephesians 5.25)  

(3) He established a firm covenant.  We are now legally the bride of Christ (Matt. 26.27-28).  

(4) The bride is consecrated i.e. sanctified, set apart, for the heavenly bridegroom (Ephesians 5. 25-27)  

(5) They drank together the communal cup and a betrothal benediction was pronounced (see Matt. 26.27 and 29.6).  The groom returns to His father’s house (John 14.1-3).  

Part 2:  The consummation.

(1) The period of separation.  The groom prepares a place in the father’s house.  The bride gathers her trousseau.  

(2) At the end of the separation, the groom sets out to collect his bride, usually at night.  Those in attendance: the best man and a male escort.  Usually a torchlight procession to the home of the bride.  

(3) The bride doesn’t know when the groom will arrive, thus the groom gives a shout.  

(4) The journey to the father’s house.  The groom and bride and attendants go to the father’s house.  Wedding guests are assembled and a place prepared.  

(5) The bride and groom are escorted to the bridal chamber.  The bride veiled.  The marriage consummated. 

(6) The groom and bride are hidden for seven days.  

(7) The groom announces the marriage (see Ps. 19.5, John 3.29).  

(8) The guests rejoice, the bride appears unveiled and is revealed to the guests.  

The analogy.

(1) Christ is separated from the bride, preparing a place in the Father’s house (John 14.2).  

(2) The groom comes back to earth to take the bride to His Father’s house (John 14.3).  Note the imminency of the event.  

(3) The heavenly Groom gives a shout (1 Thess. 4.16).  

(4) The bride, the church, goes with the Lord to the Father’s house (1 Thess. 4.17, John 14.3)  

(5) The church and Christ are hidden for seven years and rewards are given (1 Cor. 3.8).  

(6) The church appears unveiled with Christ (Col. 3.4).  

To return to the three questions: 

(1) Who is the bride?  

All those saints who will participate in the rapture (1 Thess. 4.13-18).  Thus, the bride is composed of all the saints from Pentecost to the Rapture.  

(2) Where will the marriage take place?  

In heaven and during the tribulation period.  

(3) Where will the marriage supper take place?  

On earth.  (See 19.8, 14).  

One further question:  Who are those who are extolled to be glad, rejoice, give honour?  

The answer is in Matthew 25.1-13.  This is an earth scene and the marriage supper.  Notice that the foolish are excluded.  This makes reference to the saved of Israel (Matt. 25.31-46).  This makes reference to the Gentile nations who are saved – Matthew 22.1-14.  Thus, all the saints from Adam to Calvary, from the Rapture to Christ’s Return are extolled to be glad and of course the angels are included.  

Verse 8  

it was granted to her.  This fine linen, God’s holiness, was by grace.  It was gifted.   for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.  His deeds are our deeds.  This makes reference to Romans 6 – we were crucified, buried and raised with Him.  See Phil. 2.12-13, Ephes. 2.10.

Verse 9  

and He saith to me.  Who is the speaker?  One of the angels of the seven last plagues  (see 17.1).  This angel has taken John through chapters 17, 18 and 19 to verse 10.   The command to write – thus, the importance of the statement.  

Blessed.  This is the fourth of seven beatitudes in Revelation. See 1.3; 14.13; 16.15; 20.6; 22.7,14.  Blessed is the word mekarios which means to be enriched.  Blessed are those called to the marriage supper of the Lamb. This includes all saints of all ages except for the church age which consists of the bride of Christ.  Note that they must have the right dress (Matt. 22.11-14) and the invitation takes precedence over all business and other interests (Matt. 22.3-5 and Luke 14.16-20).  

These words are the true words of God.  Every Bible student therefore should take this to heart.  

Verse 10 – John’s incorrect worship.  

And I fell before his feet to worship him and he said to me, “See that you do not do this”.  This is a stern rebuke.  John must have been overwhelmed by the angel’s message.  Remember angel worship was a problem with the early church.  Also remember Satan was an angel who demanded worship (see 13.4, 12,15).  

The reason for the rebuke:  I am a fellow slave of you and your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus.  Angels are servants as well as saints – Heb. 1.14.  

Who have the testimony of Jesus.  The angels’ greatest task is to bear witness to Jesus.  This is also our great privilege.  

The command:  Worship God.  This is an aorist imperative.  Worship God once for all and forever.  

For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. – literally, He who has the spirit of prophecy will convey Jesus’ testimony.  Remember, the angel had given a prophetic message.  This was Jesus’ testimony.  

The lesson for John.  -  God was using him as He used the angel.  Thus, they were fellow-servants.  

2.  The coming of the King of Kings.  (19.11-16).

There are eight vivid scenes.  They give the sequence of events after the pouring out of the seventh bowl judgement.

1) the  heaven opened and the coming of the King of Kings (19.11-16)

2) the invitation of the birds of prey (19.17-18)

3) the defeat of the beast (19.19-21).

4) the binding of Satan (20.1-3).

5) the millennium and the defeat of Satan (20.4-10).

6) the Great White Throne (20.11).

7) the judgement of those whose names are missing from the Book of Life (20.12-15).

8) the new heaven and the new earth (21.1-8).

Verse 11 – The last great conflict.  

This is the fulfilment of the Genesis 3.15 prophecy.  Satan’s head crushed.  The Old Testament sees this day as God as a man of war crushing His enemies (Zech. 14.3)  This is the advent of Messiah Jesus crushing the serpent’s head.  Many lines of prophecy are here fulfilled:  Matt. 13.41-42 – the angels’ rooting out of unbelievers. 

 Matt. 25.41- the sheep and goats judgement.  

Romans 2.5 – misers of wrath judged (1 Thess. 1. 9-10). 

2 Thess. 2.8 - the destruction of the beast.

heaven opened.  This was - predicted by Nathaniel (John 1.51), prayed for by the believing remnant (Isaiah 64), seen at Jesus’ baptism (Matthew.3.16).  

But this is different.  

And behold a white horse.  In Rev. 6.2 the pretender, the antichrist, is seen on a white horse; however, he is the arch liar and murderer.  This is our Lord coming in triumph.  Remember, previously He had presented Himself on a donkey (Matt. 21.4-7).  

And He that sat on him was called Faithful and True.  The Commander-In-Chief of the hosts (see Joshua 5.14).  

Faithful – all that God promised, He has fulfilled.  He is the reliable One.  See the covenants with Israel and His promise to the church.  

True – to the saints see 1 John 1.9 - The Lord is faithful and just to provide forgiveness.  But here, Faithful and True in judgement.  The same words are found in Rev. 21.5 where our Lord is seen on the throne. 

And in righteousness He judges and wages war.  

He judges, that is, makes a judicial, righteous decision.  Makes war – carries out the sentence.  Note the sentence carried out on the beast.  Thus, it will be for all the beast’s followers.  This is a literal event – see Zech. 9.9 referring to our Lord’s first coming and Zech. 9.10 relating to His second coming.  Both are literal events.  

Verse 12 

and his  eyes were like a flame of fire.  See 1.14 and 2.18.  Nothing escapes the notice of this warrior.  Deception and fraud are annihilated.  

And on his head, many diadems.   The dragon had a diadem on each head (12.3)  The beast had a diadem on each of his ten horns (13.1).  Note the serpent and his seed had regal rights, but they were usurped rights (see Luke 4.5-8).  Also see Psalm 2.8.  Now our Lord is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

 A name written which no one knew except Himself.  Name indicates nature.  There is something yet to be revealed about our Saviour (see Matt. 11.27).  At this stage, we will behold our Saviour in a new light.  

Verse 13 

His vesture – and He was clothed in a garment dipped in blood.  This is from Isaiah 63.1-6.  Remember this is the day of wrath and vengeance.  

And His name was called the Word of God.  In Hebrew, word is an active agent (Gen. 1.3,6,9; Heb 4.12). 

 Also the Word of God – the revelation of God’s purposes see Rev. 1.2; 17.17; 19.9.  It was the Word of God that our first parents rebelled against.  “Hath God said?” (Gen. 3.1)  The anti-Christian forces persecuted the saints for this reason.  But here is the final Word of God.  

Verse 14 – the armies following Him  

(1) on white horses.  This group is distinguished as being one with Christ in His victory.  This must be taken literally.  Remember the Word of God can create for this very purpose.  

(2) clothed with clean fine linen.  Note that these saints have no weapons, but they participate in Christ’s victory.   

Who are they?  

(i).  Their clothing is the same as the group in 17.14 i.e. the church and the Lamb’s bride (19.8).  

(ii). 1 Thess. 2.17 indicates that after the rapture, we will be with Christ our Lord forever.  

(iii). This was an Old Testament prediction see Jude 14 and Zech. 14.5b.  The Wedding feast will be on earth, so the bride must accompany the groom Psalm 45.  

Verse 15 – The weapons of the warrior Messiah.  

Sword and Rod.  

And from his mouth proceeds a sharp sword that He might smite the nations.   Is. 11.4 makes reference to this.  It should be noticed that this is indeed a war.  There will be unprecedented slaughter.  

And He Himself shall rule (destroy) them with a rod of iron.  This makes reference to Psalm 2.9.  This typifies the rule of Christ.  

There are two aspects: 1)judgement – the sword.  2) rulership – the rod of iron.  

NB Each will destroy.  There will be no further rebellion and it will never again be contemplated.  

And He (Himself) treads the winepress of the wine of the wrath of God Almighty.  The Old Testament roots of this are in Isaiah 63.1-3.  

Note there is double wrath - 1) the treading down – this equates to God’s wrath and  2) wine which God’s enemies are made to drink, again makes reference to wrath.

Verse 16 – the fourth descriptive title of the warrior Messiah.  

King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  

Note the other titles 

(1) Faithful and True (verse 11)

(2) the Unknown Name (verse 12) 

(3) the Word of God  

(4) King of Kings etc.  

Note the title is placed in the most prominent position.  Satan wanted to give this title to Christ but under his terms (see Luke 4).  The Lord went the way of the cross, and thus, we will join our Lord in His victory and in His reign (see Psalm 2, Psalm 136.2-3; Daniel 2.37,47).

3. The great Supper of God  19.17-21.   

Verse 17 

and I saw an angel standing in the sun.  This is the place where he could be seen by the birds of prey.  

The invitation:  Come, gather for the great supper of our God.  How different this is from the supper of the Lamb (19.9).  

The scene must be visualised as far as possible.  The battlefield littered with corpses.  The imagery is taken from Ezekiel 39.17.  This is a previous battle involving the great power from the north (probably Russia).  

Verse 18 – The supper of the birds of prey.  

Note that all classes are included who joined with the beast in rebellion against God.  There will, of course be many saved of Israel and of the Gentiles who remain true to God and they will repopulate the planet during the kingdom period.  

Verse 19 – the Satanic forces opposed to Messiah Jesus.  

Remember the background:  Messiah Jesus is our Kinsman Redeemer.  He has paid the redemption price.  Now He exercises His power to evict the usurper.  

(1) the beast.  He is the one at the head of the anti-Christian forces.  

(2) the kings of the earth.  These are the earth-dwellers who had no thought or hope of heaven.  They will of course include the ten kings of the revived Roman Empire.  

(3) the armies.  

All of these forces were set in array against Messiah Jesus and note that He was the only one armed.  Note that the Satanic forces are not only set against Christ, but against His army (singular).  This must make reference to the church, or at least include the church which will participate in Christ’s victory.  Zechariah 14.4-5 gives more information on this incredible event.   

Verse 20 – the incarceration of the beast and false prophet.  

There is no account of the battle.  The armies of the beast presumably are dead.  Both the beast and the false prophet are consigned to the Lake of Fire.  This is the first mention of this dreadful place.  It follows from this that these two beings must have had immortal bodies indicating how they had ability above the norm.  The rest will not enter the Lake of Fire until after the Great White Throne Judgement and the final resurrection.  

Note the following with regard to the Lake of Fire:  

(1) It differs from the abyss (see Rev. 9.1 and 20.1).  

(2) It differs from Hades.  It will be recalled that there were two compartments prior to the cross for the saved and the unsaved.  This is the temporary abode for the dead prior to the resurrection (see Matt. 16.18, Luke 16.23, Acts 2.27).  For the saved after the cross, they are absent from the body, but present with the Lord.  

(3) The Lake of Fire does equate to Gehenna or Hell (see Matt. 10.28 and Mark 9.43).  

One other point should be noted: at this stage, the Lake of Fire has not been experienced by any being either angel or man.  It is impossible therefore to portray in human language how this place will operate and how its horrors will be inflicted.  However, the burning lake is the figure God has chosen to portray everlasting separation from Him and the reality is always worse than the figure.  

Verse 21  

and the rest were killed with the sword, etc.  

The judgement - First, the armies slain.  Second, Israel judged (see Ezekiel 20.33-38).  Third, the Gentiles judged (Matthew 25.31-46).  The Lord has given an explanation of this in Luke 17.26-37.  This makes reference to a rapture, but it is a rapture to judgement; thus, prior to the setting up of the millennium kingdom, every rebel will be taken out and slain.  

4.  The binding of Satan 20.1-3.  

With the beast and false prophet in hell, the spotlight now moves to Satan.  He is none other than the original rebel and the instigator of all evil.

Verse 1 - The angel with the key to the abyss and a chain for Satan.  

Note Satan’s descent: 
1) removed from heaven (12.7-10) 

2) removed from earth to the abyss    

3) removed from the abyss to hell (20.10) .  

Satan’s activities are now terminated on both heaven and earth.  He will no longer be free to deceive the nations, that is those who have been saved out of the great tribulation.  Paul sets out the chronology in 1 Corinthians 15.20-28.  

Note the following: the binding of Satan, the key and the chain.  These are not just symbols; they are realities.  See also reference to the sickle (Rev. 14.14-15).  

The reason for Satan’s incarcerations in the abyss is that God must prove man’s personal culpability.  At the end of the millennium, there will be a final rebellion against God which will prove eternally that man left to his own devises is incapable of serving God.  

Verse 2  – The enemy seized.  

Four titles are used of Satan in this verse:  

1) the dragon.  This title is used most frequently in Revelation (12.3,4,7,13,16,17; 13.2,4,11; 16.13) He is the brutal unseen ruler of the nations.  He is depicted as the dragon with the seven heads.  Isaiah predicted his demise (Is. 27.1).  

2) the devil.  It means slanderer.  Used 35 times.  

3) Satan – adversary.  Used 52 times.  

4) the serpent of old.  See again Is. 27.1 and Genesis 3.1.  

The period of incarceration in the abyss – 1000 years.  This period is mentioned six times.  

Verse 3 – The details and purpose of Satan’s incarceration given.  

The abyss – this is the place of the condemned, demonic hoard (see 9.1).  Note the beast’s connection with this place (11.7 and 17.8).  

The details.- chaining, imprisonment, sealing.  Satan has no freedom even in the abyss.  The sealing guarantees there will be no escape.  It should be noted that the tomb of our Lord was sealed, but He was victorious over death and broke the seal.  The purpose – that he might not deceive the nations any longer.  Prior to our Lord’s return, there was the beast and the false prophet deceiving the nations.  Satan’s deceit commenced in the Garden of Eden and it will not be terminated until the return of Christ.  

The end of the 1000 years reign – Satan loosed for a little while.  

The question arises – Who will comprise the nations?  

The answer is given in Matt. 25.31-46.  Note especially verse 32.  The Lord will gather all nations.  The sheep nations will enter the kingdom in mortal bodies.  

Always remember that death will be an exceptional event.  Thus, during the 1000-year period, there will be a huge population explosion.  Many of the people will not be believers, but at the end of the 1000 years they will be deceived by the serpent as our first parents were in the Garden of Eden.  

This will prove for all time that only the faith, grace method alone saves.  Many will be like Cain and will be deceived.  Note at the final Great White Throne Judgement that the books will be opened and the lost will be judged according to their works as Cain was.  

5.  The 1000-year Kingdom.  20.4-10.  

This section is in two parts:  1) details of the faithful during the kingdom reign (verses 4-6) and 2) details of Satan’s final rebellion and defeat (verses 7-10).

Verse 4 – Reigning with the Messiah Jesus.  

I saw thrones and they that sat upon them.  This takes us back to Daniel 7.9-10, 22.  And for Israel - Matthew 19.28.  Thus, some are given regal authority.  

Who are they?  The promise is primarily to the church (see Rev. 2.26-28; 3.12,21; 5.10; 1 Cor. 6.2-3)  This is proof that the army of 19.14 is the church.  Those who share victory share power.  

Note the saints will take control of the planet as tenants after the eviction of Satan.  This all of course leans back on the principle of the kinsman redeemer.  

The special reward for God’s heroes.  John saw the souls of those beheaded.  These were the martyrs of the tribulation period.  They remained faithful to the death and are now given prominence in the kingdom.  They will there be recognised, no doubt by the saved sheep of Matthew 25. 

Verse 5 - The doom of the lost unfolds. 

the rest of the dead.  This makes reference to the lost who are spiritually dead.  

Thus, the first resurrection has a number of phases: 

(1) Christ, the firstfruits (1 Cor. 15.23, Matthew 27.52-53).  

(2)  they that are Christ’s at His coming (1 Thess. 4.16)  

(3)  the Old Testament and tribulation saints (Daniel 12. 2, Luke 14.14; 20.34-36; John 5.29)  

(4) the unrighteous dead at the end of the millennium for the Great White Throne Judgement (see Acts 24.15).  

The first resurrection includes 1, 2 and 3 above.  The second or last resurrection relates to 4.  

Verse 6 – Those who participate in the first resurrection.  

The following things are said about them:  

(1) they are blessed.  The word is makarios.  It means enriched.  

(2) holy – they are made like Christ. 

(3) the second death has no authority.  This makes reference to the spiritual death which is beyond physical death (see 2.11; 20.14; 21.8).  Note that the body is involved (see Matthew 10.28).  This speaks of a resurrection, but to eternal separation from God and to eternal damnation.  This is the Lake of Fire.  

(4) priests of God and of Christ.  This means unlimited access and intimate fellowship with Christ as His representatives.  

(5) and will reign with Him 1000 years.  This reign will of course continue into the eternal state (see 22.3,5).  Thus, for the saints, there is priesthood and royalty.  

Verse 7 – the events at the conclusion of the 1000-year reign.  

(1) Satan released from his incarceration.  No doubt, Satan will have been making plans during this 1000 years as to how he can finally defeat God.  This therefore will be Satan’s one last mad attempt to thwart God’s purposes. 

(2) Verse 8  and he will go out and deceive the nations.  He will do what he does best.  Remember the millennium will be strictly agricultural; for instance Micah 4.4-5 every man will dwell under his own vine.  Satan may well point back to the supposed Halcyon days when there were such things as cars, aeroplanes and so on.  

(3) the area of Satan’s activity – the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog.  Magog is first mentioned in Genesis 10.2 and is also mentioned in Ezekiel 38 & 39.  In the Ezekiel passage, reference is made to a place north of Israel, i.e. Russia, but here, reference is made to the four corners of the earth.  The suggestion therefore is that Satan will concentrate on the Gentile nations to form a rebellion.  It is interesting that Israel is not included and is not therefore deluded by Satan.  

(4) Satan’s purpose – to gather them for battle.  Satan tried this and failed in chapter 19, but this is his final attempt.  

(5) the extent of the revolt – they were as the sand of the sea.  This is proof that only God’s grace will avail for man.  A works system ends in rebellion.  No doubt, the majority of these would have been good living people because they were living under the rod of iron rule, but when the opportunity came, they chose to leave the rulership of Messiah and side with Satan the rebel.  

(6) Verse 9 the intention to grasp Messiah’s throne.  The host covered the land of Israel and surrounded Jerusalem.  It should be remembered that there will be huge topographical changes in Israel during the Millennium (see Ezekiel 4.2).  This city is known as the beloved city.  The reason is that Jesus reigned there (see Psalm 78.68 and 87.2; Jeremiah 3.17).  Remember this will be Messiah’s throne during the millennium (Isaiah 24.23; Ezekiel 43.7; Micah 4.7; Zechariah 14.9-11).  Ezekiel 38.12 indicates Jerusalem will be the centre of the world during the millennium.  

(7) the revolt smashed.  Fire came down from heaven.  This is always a sign of Divine judgement (see Gen. 19.24, Lev. 10.2, Ezek. 38.22; 39.6; 2 Kings 1.10; Luke 9.54.)  

(8) Verse 10 the doom of Satan.  Satan’s final abode shared now with the beast and the false prophet.  He goes there with his title deceiver.  This is not new revelation (see Matt. 25.41 and Genesis 3.15).  This is the ultimate bruising of Satan’s head (John 12.31).  They will be tormented.  This suggests unbearable pain - see the other Scriptures regarding this.  

Here it is the Lake of Fire.  

Outer darkness (Matt. 8.12; 22.13; 25.30) 

Wailing and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 8.12; 13.42,50; 22.13;24.51; 25.30; Luke 13.28) 

a never dying worm and unquenchable fire (Mark 9.48)  

Fire and brimstone – this indicates mental agony and corporeal suffering.  This will be in proportion to guilt (Luke 12.47-48).  

Note the reference day and night.  This is unbroken torment. 

forever and forever – this is of an unending nature.  

6.  The Great White Throne Judgement .  20.11-15  

Verse 11  

Note the several features - The great white throne.  

Great – this is the universal throne of Almighty God.  The sovereign God now brings history to its terminus.  

White – represents holiness, that is, purity of verdict and righteousness.  

Throne – the throne of the Father (Dan. 7.9-10), but the Son is there in unity with the Father (John 5.26-27; Heb. 1.3).  Later the Son is seen in judgement (22.12).  

Note there are several judgements in Scripture.  

- Of the saints – 2 Cor. 5.10.  

- Of the lost (in two phases) 

(i).  Matt. 25.31-46 - that is the judgement prior to the setting up of the millennial kingdom to rid the world of rebels  

(ii). the Great White Throne judgement to rid the whole universe and the new heaven and new earth of rebels.  

From whose face the earth and heaven fled and a place was not found for them.  

Fled is ephygen, i.e., a sudden and violent termination of the physical universe.  This was predicted by Peter (2 Peter 3.7, 10-12).  

From whose face the heaven and earth fled – this means there can be no place for them (see Psalm 139.7).  This present order will give place to a new heaven and new earth.  

Verse 12  

I saw the dead, the great and the small standing before the throne.  Note they were standing, thus they were raised from the dead.  This is the second resurrection to damnation.  These are the unrighteous dead from all ages (see Daniel 12.2).  

The Book of Life – see the reference to this later.  

Their names are not included.  

One question should be raised at this stage: What about the inhabitants of the millennium in mortal bodies who are saved?

There is no clear teaching in the Scriptures on this except that in the new heaven and the new earth, there will be nations, there will be leaves for the healing or for health for the nations.  

the Books (scrolls).  

The Book of Life.  

This is the ultimate test.  The other books record the works of the people standing before the throne.  In Isaiah 4.3 reference is made to the saved of Israel being written among the living.  Psalm 69.28 makes reference to the losts’ names blotted out of the book of the living, never to be inserted.  Either our sins may be blotted out (Is. 44.22) or our name will be blotted out from the Lamb’s Book of Life (see Daniel 12.1 and Luke 10.20).  Thus, it is crucial that our name be recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  For the believer, his name will never be blotted out (see Rev. 3.5); for the unbelievers, Rev. 13.8 indicates that their names are not written in the Book of Life.  See also Rev. 17.8.  The eternal state makes further reference (Rev. 21.27 - only those whose names are in the Lamb’s Book of Life will enter the eternal state.  Thus, all names are entered in the Book of Life at birth, but will be removed when one receives the mark of the beast or removed at death (Heb. 9.27).  

Verse 13 - Some additional information is given in this verse.  

(1).  The sea gave up the dead that were in it.  Drowning was abhorrent to the ancients in that the remains would be eaten by fish.  

(2).  Death and Hades gave up their dead.  Dead means a state of death and Hades means a place of death.  It should be remembered that prior to the cross, Hades had two compartments 1) Gehenna, a place of torment (see Luke 12.5) and 2) Paradise , also described as Abraham’s bosom (see Luke 23.43).  It will be recalled that the repentant thief, immediately after death went to paradise.  The classic passage on this subject is Luke 16.22-28 relating to Lazarus and the rich man.  

This verse has only the first place, Gehenna, in view.  Paradise was emptied and the occupants taken to glory after the cross (see Eph. 4.7-10).

Verse 14  

Death and Hell cast into the Lake of Fire.  The last enemy meets his end (see 1 Cor. 15.26, 54-55; Is. 25.8; Hosea 13.14).  Thus, for the lost, death is a state of being.  Death always has the connotation of separation.  As a second and higher life exists for the righteous, so a second and deeper death awaits the wicked.  

This is the second death.  

Verse 15 – The final summation.  

Anyone whose name was not written in the Book of Life was cast into Hell.  

Three awesome concepts are indicated.  

(1) the negation of eternal life which all the lost could have received.  

(2) the torturous existence and the society of evil in opposition to the society of God.  

(3) the direct infliction of misery, both physical and mental through the eternal fire spoken of by Jesus (Matt. 25.41,46).  Remember the words of 14.11 – the smoke of their torment ascends forever.  

Where Jesus is is heaven, where He is not is hell.

7.  The New Heavens and the New Earth   21.1-8.  

This is the grand finale of the bowl judgements.  It should be noted the stark contrasts of the two destinies.  It is impossible, this side of eternity, to comprehend the concepts recorded here in God’s Word.

Verse 1 - The amazing spectacle.  

“and I saw a new heaven and a new earth”.  These were the original domains for angelic and human beings.  This change was predicted in the Old Testament (see Isaiah 65.17; 66.22; Psalm 102.25-26).  

The question is asked – What happened to the old order?  

Note the phrase “for the first heaven and the first earth passed away”.  

Is (1) a renovation contemplated or (2) a complete renewal?  The indication is that this is a complete renewal (see Psalm 102.25-26; Is. 34.4; 51.6; Matt. 24.35; 2 Peter 3.7,10-13) 

No more sea.  This seems to be the ridding of a problem.  

There is the eradication of seven evils: 
1) no sea 

2) no death 

3) no mourning  

4) no weeping 

5) no pain 

6) no curse 

7) no night.  

Verse 2 – another amazing spectacle 

 the holy city, New Jerusalem.  

(1) the essential nature of the city – holy.  

(2) new – the word is kainen.  This means not new in time, but new as to form and quality of a different nature from what is contrasted as old.  

(3) its origin – out of heaven, from God.  

(4) prepared as a bride adorned for her husband  (see John 14.1-3).  

Note that Jerusalem and its inhabitants are always closely linked.  In Lamentations 1.1-2, 17, Jerusalem is actually personified.  This is so in Revelation 21.9-10.  Thus, the bride is both the people of God and the seat of their abode, the New Jerusalem.  

Verse 3  

Five points should be noted in this verse.

(1) the great voice from the throne.  The establishment of this great event, the tabernacle of God with men, comes from the throne of Almighty God.  

(2) the tabernacle of God.  The wilderness tabernacle which enclosed the Shekinah glory was simply a model of what is seen in heaven.  The presence of God within the tabernacle in the wilderness provided a Theocracy for Israel, but there is more to the concept than this.  A tabernacle in Old Testament thinking provided a cover, a protection, a blessing, fellowship.  This was seen in the Feast of Tabernacles which of course foretold the millennial kingdom and the eternal state (see Ezekiel 37.27 and 48.35).  This will be the culmination of man’s greatest glory.  This has been the glorious promise in Scripture (see Lev. 26.11; 2 Cor. 6.16)  

(3) and I will dwell, or tabernacle with them.  Again, the Feast of Tabernacles is in view indicating intimate communion with great joy.  Thus, man’s relationship with God will revert to his relationship to God prior to the fall, but with much more glory added.   

(4) and they shall be His peoples (plural).  Remember the Abrahamic Covenant in Genesis 12.1-3 – all families (plural) of the earth will be blessed.  

(5) and God Himself shall be with them and shall be their God.  It will be this same Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us (see 1 Cor. 15.24-25,28).  

Verse 4  - The condition of the New Jerusalem in negative forms.  

The new conditions exceed our present powers of conception (1 John 3.2).  We as finite humans are locked into an ecosystem ravaged by sin.  

(1) the exceeding greatness of God’s love.  And He will wipe away every tear from their eyes.  

(2) four negatives: no death, no sorrow, no crying, no pain.  This cannot be fully envisaged, and it includes all creation.  These four negatives all came about through sin and man’s rebellion against God.  

(3) the former (first) things passed away.  Why?  Because of Calvary.  The awful cancer of sin has ravaged man down through the ages which of course includes creation (Is. 42.9; 2 Cor. 5.17; Gal. 6.15)  

Verse 5 – the announcement of the One on the throne.  

This is God Himself making the declaration.  Behold, I make all things new.  This is a firm declaration of the future creation.  

The command to John to write.  He may have forgotten to write due to the awesome-ness of this event.  

“the words are faithful and true”.  All these future events rely on our faithful God.  This is truth.  It is incomprehensible, beyond our grasp or wildest dreams, but it is true.  

Verse 6 – the completion of God’s work promised in Genesis 3.15.  

(1) and He said unto me, “it is done”.  The word done is in the perfect, indicative mood.  The perfect indicates an event completed in the past with existing results.  The indicative mood indicates an assertion of fact.  Thus, it could be paraphrased “the words spoken have been fulfilled and the state of completion is now obtained”.  Note this is given in the past prophetic tense indicating the certainty of this to be fulfilled.  

(2)  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.  God is the instigator and the completer of this great work (see Is. 44.6; 22.13; Rom 11.36).  

(3)  I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.  Thirst suggests spiritual need (see Is. 55.1, John 4.13-14; 7.37-39).  The final offer is given in 22.17.  It should be noted emphatically that the offer is available for all.  

Verse 7 – the inheritance of the overcomer.  

Who is the overcomer?  

This reverts back to the messages to the seven churches where it indicates that the overcomer is the one who is born of the Spirit of God.  There are seven promises to the overcomer in chapters 2 & 3.  This is the eighth and actually encompasses the seven.  The word overcomer is in the present participle, that is, the overcomer will inherit and continue to inherit always.  

The question: Inherit what?  It is the new creation already set out.

 “I will be his God”.  This goes back to the terms of the Abrahamic Covenant (see Genesis 17.7-8).  The resurrection is an essential part of this.  See Luke 20.6 where the resurrected saints are referred to as the children of God being the children of the resurrection (see Romans 8.23).  

Thus, the final relationship between the redeemed and Almighty God is consummated in the eternal state.  

He will be to me a son.  Jesus, it is recorded in Herb. 2.11, has indicated that He will not be ashamed to call us brethren.  The word brethren is an almost startling word and it literally means from the same womb.  

Verse 8 – those who are not overcomers and their destiny.  

Cowardly (deido) It means I fear.  In our Lord’s parable on the kingdom in Luke 19.11-27, the Lord referred to the man who feared and hid his pound, thus here is indicated the attitude of the unsaved.  See 2 Tim. 1.7 and Heb. 11.6.  

Unbelieving – the meaning of the word is nearer unfaithful.  The one sin which will result in a person being cast into the Lake of Fire is unbelief (John 16.9).  Abominable – this has a close connection with idolatry.  Always remember that evolution is an idolatrous system with a thin veneer of science.  This sin in the last days will make specific reference to those in league with the beast and his image.  Murderers – this is one of Satan’s characteristics, a murderer from the beginning (see Cain the first murderer).  The whole of the Satanocracy operates on a complex system of murder.  

Whoremongers – i.e. fornicators.  This includes all immoral acts.  Such was practised by the antediluvians and Sodom and this will be an end-time feature.  

Sorcerers – pharmakois.  All false religions use this means of delusion (Ex. 7.11, Deut. 18.11, Daniel 2.2, Malachi 3.5).  During the tribulation period, the delusion of the beast will use sorcery (Rev. 9.21; 13.13-14; 18.23; 22.15).  

Idolatrous – this makes specific reference to the end-time idol of the beast.  

All liars.  Satan is the arch-liar.  

All such have their part in the Lake of Fire.  Remember Hell was prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 25.11)  All those with Satanic characteristics will join Satan in that awful place.  Heaven – prepared for the saints John 14.1-3.  

8.  The Holy City  21.9 – 22.5  

Introduction:  Here is seen  1)the intervention of an angel, one who was involved in the bowl judgements, to provide extended elaboration of the holy city Jerusalem.  (21.9-10),  2) the physical features of the city (21.11-21),  3) the city’s illumination and relation to the nations (21.22-27) and  4)The inner life of the city as it relates to the citizens of the city (22.1-5).

Verse 9 – the introduction to the city.  

In 17.1 there is a similar introduction, but there it was the harlot; here it is the bride.  Note that a citizen of one cannot be a citizen of the other.  Also note the citizens and the city of each are one.  That is, Babylon and the New Jerusalem. It is the contrast between the harlot and the bride, the Lamb’s wife, this is the church.  The Lamb figures more and more toward the end of this great book.  Remember we will see the wounds and we will remember that Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her (Eph. 4.25).  Also bear in mind that the beast hated the harlot and killed her.  The contrasts are staggering.  

Verse 10 

John is taken to a high mountain which will be used as a viewing platform.  Again, the contrast is seen with the harlot (17.3 – the harlot is in the wilderness.)  

The descent of the holy city.  This is the place referred to in John 14.1-3.  John is given an astonishing preview of a real event which will one day take place. 

The physical features of the city 21.11-21.

Note what is disclosed: the appearance, the structure, the dimensions, the construction materials.

Verse 11  

The first notable feature - Having the glory of God.  

This is the actual shinning splendour of God’s glory – the Shekinah (see Ex. 40.34, Num. 9.15-23; 1 Kings 8.11 etc., John 12.41, Acts 26.13).  

A description of the glory light – like a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal.  

Her light (phoster).  The only other use of this word in the New Testament is in Philippians 2.15.  

The appearance – a diamond effect.  The colour is unknown, but must have resembled rock crystal.  Always bear in mind the bride of Christ is closely connected with the city.  The citizens and city are one.  The description is given to accommodate finite minds.  The work John is describing is wrought by infinite God.  Thus, it is impossible to comprehend this side of eternity.  

Note the architecture of the city is given which is a reality, but also there is symbolic meaning in it.  It was such with the tabernacle and the temple (see previous information regarding the jasper and the sardias).  

Verse 12 – Four features of the wall.  

(1) The wall was not built for defence, but as a symbol of security of the inhabitants.  The wall is jasper resembling God’s glory.  

(2) The gates (pylon) – this is literally gate towers.  This word is used for a large gateway.  The importance of the gates is noted and is stated eleven times in chapters 21 & 22. 

(3) Twelve angels, may have been cherubim – guardians of God’s holiness.  All who pass through will do so because of Christ’s blood (see Genesis 3.24 and Exodus).  

(4) the names of the twelve tribes on each gate.  This is the same as the millennial temple (see Ezekiel 48.31-34).  Note the distinctive role of Israel in the millennial kingdom and the eternal state.  This, of course underlines the importance of the covenants God made with Israel.  Also it should be borne in mind that in ancient times, the gate was the place of government (see Ruth 4.1-3).  It should also be borne in mind that the nations will function in the millennium and the eternal state.  Thus, Israel will still be involved in rulership to bring blessing to all the families of the earth.  Again, this goes back to the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12.1-3).  

Verse 13  

The four directions are taken from the old creation.  The tabernacle faced east, thus east is first mentioned.  Then north, south and west.  Thus, the details are given anti-clockwise.  The names of the tribes are not given as in Ezekiel 48.16-19 and Numbers 2.3 and 25-29.  Note that in the two Old Testament scriptures, the names are in different orders.  

Verse 14 – The walls’ foundations.  

The twelve foundations bear the names of the twelve apostles.  It is impossible to be definite regarding the order of the foundations, but it is possible they will not be layered but set out as in the attached diagram.  This was the city Abraham looked for (Heb. 11.10).  All those who died in faith will enter (Heb. 11.13-16).  There is of course a very strong connection with the city and the church; the church being the bride of Christ.  See Eph. 2.20 where the apostles are specifically indicated as the foundation of the church.  It should be specifically noted that the distinction between the church and Israel is maintained in the eternal state (see Matt. 19.28, Luke 22.30 and Rev. 7.4-8).  

Twelve represents the complete group of apostles.  John 20.24 makes reference to the twelve when in fact only ten were present.  

The question arises:  who are the twelve apostles and the twelve tribes?

This is not disclosed in this passage of scripture.  The point which is underlined is that God has an eternal programme for Israel and for the church.  

apostles of the Lamb.  This city is the city of the Lamb.  Every member is blood-bought.  There will be no boasting of anyone getting there by a works system. 

Verse 15 – The measuring of the city.  

The word city is a comprehensive word and includes the wall and the gates.  

“the One who spoke with me”.  These are Divine truths communicated to John.  Thus, these words must be treated with reverential respect. 

 The golden measuring rod; thus, the purpose is to give accurate information.  This is similar to Ezekiel 40.4.  The measurements taken indicate holiness, perfection, conformity to the ideal pattern of creation - the place inhabited by the Divine presence.  

Verse 16 – This extra-ordinary city.  

Three things should be borne in mind. 

(1) Forget all present and past concepts.  

(2) Realise John is presenting a picture in words and the glory of the reality is impossible to express adequately.  

(3) Faith is required like Abraham’s (Heb. 11.10).  

So to the description.  

The city lay four-square.  The word is tetragonos i.e. cube shaped.  

Twelve thousand stadia equates to between 1400 and 1500 miles.  That is the distance between London and Athens.  

The cube is expressive of Christ’s love (Eph. 3.18).  The holy of holies in Solomon’s temple was cube-shaped.  The immediate reaction at such a city would be “impossible!”; however, like Abraham, this must be accepted by faith.  

Verse 17 – the measurement of the wall.  

This is indicated as 144 cubits.  That is equal to 216 feet.  This is assumed to be the height of the wall.  It should be remembered that according to 2 Chron. 3.4, the highest point of Solomon’s temple was 120 cubits.  The general height of the temple according to 1 Kings 6.2 was 30 cubits.  This should be compared to the height of the city as 7 million feet.  Compare this to the height of the wall at 216 feet.  For this reason, some commentators suggest that this represents the width of the wall.  

The measure of a man, that is, an angel.  This indicates the angel measured but supplied man’s dimensions.  

Verse 18 – The construction materials of the city and wall.  

The wall. 

The construction – jasper.  The word building in the AV is endomesis and signifies the material used.  It is literally “building in”. 

 In 4.3 it indicates that the One on the throne is like jasper.  

In 18.11 the city is described as aglow with jasper radiance.  

Thus, the walls have built in God’s glory.  

The city – pure gold like pure glass.  

Gold suggest Divine; glass – something manufactured in the furnace.  Thus we have pictured the Lamb and the bride.  While this may be symbolic, it should be remembered that the reality is what is described by John.  

Verses 19-20.  The twelve foundation stones of the city. 

 It should be noted that the foundations are clearly visible, thus, the stones signify beauty and spiritual significance.  

The identity of the stones is obscure.  

The colours perhaps are white, blue, green, red and yellow.  

The pre-Adamic reference to stones of beauty.

Ezekiel 28.13 makes reference to the anointed cherub.  In this being there was beauty and praise.  Ezekiel 28.14 – the anointed cherub had access to God’s holy presence.  It should be noted that he was created, but that iniquity was found in him.  Thus, the stones speak of beauty, holiness, God’s presence and praise.  It should be remembered that these were lost by Satan in his rebellion.  Ex. 28.17-20 – the high priest of Israel.  The twelve stones bore the names of the twelve tribes.  Eight of these stones are found in the foundations of the city.  Again we see beauty, holiness, access to God’s presence and praise.  

Turning back to the twelve foundation stones:  It should be remembered that Satan said, “I will be like the Most High.” (Is. 14.12-14).  Satan, however, lands in hell eternally.  The redeemed are like Christ (Heb. 2.11, Heb. 13.14) and will arrive in that city and be like Christ eternally.  

Verse 21 – A description of the gates and street.  

The twelve gates, each made of one pearl.  Pearls were valuable at the time of writing Revelation.  It should be remembered that Caesar endeavoured to conquer Britain for its pearls.  Pearls cannot be improved by human hand; they are formed by an irritant in an oyster.  It should be recalled that the gates represent Israel.  The rejected nation made by God’s hand is now something of immeasurable beauty and usefulness (Rom 11.31-36).  

The street – The Greek word plateia.  This could be a thoroughfare, a city square or even multiple streets.  The word is likely to be generic, thus it represents one street, but joins the gates, but all lead to the King’s palace, that is, to the presence of Jesus Himself.  

The construction – pure gold like glass.  There is nothing in the old creation to resemble this and John simply gives a description by comparison. 

Verse 22 – the city’s illumination.  

The description is given in verses 22-27.  It should be noted that this light also illumines the nations.  

Nine points should be noted in this section:  

(1) there is no temple.  No special sanctuary is now required.  Up until the present time, this has been an essential requirement.  

In Old Testament times, there was the tabernacle and temple with the holy of holies and Shekinah glory.  

In the New Testament, there is the believer and the church with the indwelling Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 6.16).  

In the millennium, there will be a temple in Jerusalem (see Isaiah 44.28; 60.13; Ezek. 40-48).  

(2) the reason for the absence of the temple.  “For the Lord God Almighty is the temple and the Lamb”.  This is the final description of Emmanuel, God with us.  The symbol of the earthly temple is now reality.  Note the reference to the Lamb.  Never will we as redeemed people forget His precious blood.  

(3) Verse 23 – No light from sun or moon.  This part of the first creation has no place in the new creation.  

(4) for the glory of God illumined her and the Lamb is her lamp.  It should be recalled that the holy of holies had no light save the Shekinah glory, thus it will be in the New Jerusalem (see Isaiah 60.19-20).  

The Lamb – the lamp.  Thus, the churches must be now what the Lamb will be then (see Rev. 1.12,20).  

(5) Verse 24 - A special illumination on the nations.  Isaiah 60.3,11,20 allude to this.  A problem should be noted here.  The Old Testament speaks specifically of kings and nations coming to Jerusalem to receive Divine blessings (see Isaiah 2.2; 60.5; Daniel 7.14; Micah 4.2; Zech. 2.11; 8.23; Psalm 72.10).  In the millennium, there will be many in mortal bodies who were saved during the tribulation period.  By this means, the covenant in Genesis 12.1-3 will be fulfilled.  

The question is: What about the eternal state?

It will be recalled that at the end of the millennium there is a final rebellion under Satan.  However, many of those from the nations will remain true to Messiah Jesus.  Whilst Revelation does not give a definitive answer, the best theory regarding the nations of eternity is that they will comprise the saved people who will survive the millennial kingdom and will enter the eternal state.  Their bodies will of course be transfigured.  It should be recalled of the position our first parents Adam and Eve were in prior to the fall.  These are the nations the saints will rule over in the eternal state.  

The question arises:  What will conditions be like for these nations?

This is not revealed in Scripture except that there will be no sea and no night.  

(6) the kings of the earth bring their glory.  Bring is in the present tense.  This indicates an event which will happen for certain and will continue to happen.

(7) Verse 25 - The gates never closed.  There is emphasis on this.  It means the gates will in no way ever be shut.  In the Old Testament, the gates were closed at night for security, but there is no night in the eternal state.  The gates were also closed on account of sin and rebellion and misuse (Neh. 13.19). However, here there will be no night, no abuses, only glory and grace.  

(8) Verse 26  the glory and honour of nations brought into her.  What will this comprise of?  There is no answer, no revelation; however, the nations will have access and will be the final and glorious fulfilment of the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12.1-3).  

(9) Verse 27 - the exclusion list.  This is a warning now.  All works of darkness forever excluded.  The city will never be contaminated.  

Also barred: 

abominations – this makes reference to idolatry i.e. anything in place of our glorious Lord.  

A lie – this of course is Satanic.  This marked the Satanocracy and the kingdom of the beast.  

The inner life of the city – 22.1-5.

Verse 1 

and he showed me.  The angel now divulges new information regarding the city.  

The tree of life and water of life.  These were features in the Garden of Eden. 

A river of the water of life bright as crystal.  The picture is the Garden of Eden state, but infinitely more.  

(a) the church at Ephesus was promised this (Rev. 2. 7).  

(b) this was promised to the innumerable company (Rev. 7.17).  

(c) it was promised to any who were thirsty (Rev. 21.6; 22.17). 

It should be remembered that a river flowed in Eden (Gen. 2.10,14) and also in the  millennium (Zech. 14. 8; Ezek. 47.9).  Note that God is the fountain of this river (Jer. 2.13; 17.13; Psalm 36.9).  It should be emphasised that these waters will be actual waters just as they were in Eden and in the millennium.  

The description – bright as crystal.  Attractive, beautiful, pure.  

The source – the throne of God and the Lamb.  God is one here subsisting in three persons.  It should be remembered however that the mediatorial and universal kingdoms are now one; they are united in one throne (see 1 Cor. 15.24).  Note also that the Lamb is evident throughout eternity.  

Verse 2 – the tree or trees of life, its fruit, its leaves.  

This verse is difficult to interpret.  

Tree could be generic and could make reference to trees.  

One commentator suggests the best analysis pictures a river flowing down the middle of the city’s broad street with the trees on each side of the river.  In the middle of the space between the street and each of the riverbanks (see sketch).  This is similar to the millennium river (see Ezek.47.7,12 - note also in verse 12 the fruit is for food and the leaves for healing).  

Biblical history of the tree of life.

The first mention is in Genesis 2.9 and the tree is located in Eden.  The subsequent rebellion of man caused the loss of access to the tree (Gen. 3.22-24).

The figurative aspect – the tree is like unto wisdom and righteousness (Prov. 3.8; 11.3; 15.4).

Partial restoration in the millennium – Ezekiel 47.12.

Complete fulfilment in the eternal state.

Note there are twelve kinds of fruit, one for each month.  It will be recalled that there will be no moon in the eternal state, but there is still a time chronology.  

The eating will bring immortality.  Whilst this is not mentioned here in Revelation, it is stated in Genesis 3.22.  The glories of course of the eternal state will be greater than Eden.  

Leaves for the healing of the nations.   It means health-giving qualities.  It should be noted that healing does not mean disease.  For instance, wiping away of tears (21.4) doesn’t mean weeping in the glory land; the troubles which caused tears will be gone.  The curse which caused disease will be gone (see verse 3).  Thus, those who entered the new heaven and the new earth in an unresurrected state will have means for perpetuating their health.  

John now gives a series of facts pertaining to the eternal state.  

(1) no more curse.  The curse essentially meant no fellowship with God (see Gen. 3.8-9 and compare Gen.3.22-24).  There were many aspects of the curse flowing from this i.e., the soil, childbirth, subjection of wives, but death by far the greatest.  The new creation lifts this bane forever.  This bane lasts in some form until the new creation.  

(2) Why should there be no more curse?  The throne of God and the Lamb there.  Note the eternal throne and the mediatorial throne are now one.  Satan’s throne (Rev. 2.13) is gone forever.  Note once again the prominence of the Lamb.  The wounds will still be seen in the eternal state.  

(3) and His servants will serve Him.  The tense indicates they will continually serve Him. Heaven, the eternal state, will be a place of joyful activity and unimagined blessing and joy.  

Verse 4  the glorious privilege of God’s servants 

(a) they will see His face.  

Note that rebellion caused Adam and Eve to hide themselves (Gen. 3.8). 

Moses was not allowed to see God’s face (Ex. 33.20,23).  

The pure in heart will see His face (Matt. 5.8). 

This is limited now (Heb. 9.7, 2 Cor. 3.18). 

It will be unlimited then (1 John 3.2). 

(b) His name on their foreheads.  Name equates to nature.  Thus, we will share Christ’s nature in glory (Heb. 2.11).  A very faint reflection was seen in Moses’ face (Ex. 34.30).  

Verse 5 – the glorious confirmation of glory.  

First there is the negative:  

 1) no night there.  This is repeated in 21.23. 


 2) no need for lamps or sunlight.  

Then there is the positive: 

1) the Lord God will shine upon them.  This looks back to Numbers 6.24-26.  Verse 25 – The Lord make His face to shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee.  Psalm 118 – Mercy which is a translation of hesed love makes reference to a God who keeps covenant.  Verse 27a makes reference to this.  Thus, this scene is the final fulfilment of God’s covenants.  

2) they will reign forever and ever.  This is an extension of the millennial reign and God’s original purpose for man (Gen. 1.26)  

Conclusion:  The promise of eternal rule marks the end of the vision. Which commenced at Revelation 4.1.

E.  Epilogue 22.6-21.  

1.  The testimony of the angel (22.6-7).  

Robert Thomas points out that chapter 22 is in common with chapter 1. 







Chapter 22 


Chapter 1

The prophecy comes from 

God Himself


verse 6



verse 1 

And from Jesus


verse 6 


verse 1 

It deals with things which 

must take place soon 

verse 6



verse 1

Using an angel as a means of 

communication with John
verse 8 


verse 1

The book’s author

verse 8



verses 1,4 & 9

Its message – 

genuine prophecy

verses 6,7,9,10,18,19

verse 3

Delivered through a genuinely 

commissioned prophet
verses 8-10


verses 9-11

The addressees, God’s servants
verse 6



verse 1

Who will hear it, read in 

the churches


verses 16,18


verses 3,11

Special blessings for obedience 

to its words


verses 7,12,14


verse 3

Warns of impending tribulation 

to the unfaithful

verses 11,12,18,19

verse 7

Its message revolves 

around Christ


verses 16,18,20

verses 2,5,9

Reference to the Alpha-Omega, 

the first and last

verse 13


verse 17

Who is the central figure

verses 12,13,16

verses 5,7

And coming soon


verses 7,10,12,20

verses 3,7

At this moment, there is a yearning cry for the Lord’s return (verses 17,20)



Verse 6  

and He said unto me.  The question is: Who is the speaker?  

Evidently one of the angels who had the seven bowls of judgement (see 21.15). 

“these words” - This leans back to the vision of the New Jerusalem.  Words can be truths and realities.  

“faithful and true” - the angel is verifying that these words will be fulfilled.  Thus the book of Revelation must be safeguarded against tampering and must be studied.  The assurance of the truth and reality of the prophetic scriptures including Revelation. 

And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets (see 1 Peter 1.10-11; 2 Peter 1.21, Numbers 16.22).  God is the one who has revealed prophetic truth.  

Sent His angel to show his servants the things which must happen soon.  This is a revelation of certainty.  Note well the imminency of the blessed hope.

Verse 7 – a change of speaker.  

This is the Lord now speaking.  

The imminency confirmed – Behold, I will come soon.  This message is one of eternal life and eternal death i.e., separation from God.  John would never forget the interview the Lord had with Peter (John 21.22) when the imminency of Christ’s return was referred to.  

The blessing is to the one who keeps (guards, cherishes, lives) the words of the prophecy of this book.  Note well these visions are not spiritualised ideas.  This book is for practical, godly Christian living.  

2.  The testimony of John  (22.8-11).  

Verse 8 

and I John am the one who heard and saw these things.  Note John uses the scientific method.  John used this method always (see 1 John 1.1-3 and 4.14; John 1.14; 19.35; 21.14).  

These things – the antecedent is the New Jerusalem and Jesus’ imminent return.  

John’s response was to worship the angel messenger.  This is a common fault.  Sometimes even preachers are worshipped.  

Verse 9 

The command of the angel messenger – see thou do it not.  

Remember this is what Satan desired (Luke 4.7)  

The declaration of the angel.  

He made four points:  

(1) I am thy fellowservant.  We are all God’s servants - angels and men.  

(2)  and thy brethren the prophets.  The angel and John were in a group of highly privileged beings – the prophets.  

(3) and of them which keep i.e. cherish the sayings of this book.  Thus in the glory there will be true fellowship with God’s angelic servants and all true believers.  Note that Hebrews mentions which things the angels desire to look into.  It is interesting that angelic beings are interested in the prophetic scriptures.  

(4) Worship God.  Our aim and privilege and our aim and desire for others is to do just that.  

(5) Verse 10  Seal not the sayings of this book.  Daniel, strangely, was instructed to do the opposite (see Dan. 8.26; 12.4,9-10).  The reason is that Daniel was far off in time from the events predicted by John and the prophecy was to be sealed so that it could not be tampered with.  However, with John, there is always the question of imminency.  Thus, we have now full understanding of all the prophetic Scriptures given to us.  This underlines the fact that the book of Revelation should be taught extensively.  

Verse 11 – the Final Warning.  

What we choose will fix our eternal destiny.  

He that is unjust – this is in the present participle i.e., repeated action.  

let him be unjust still.  This is an aorist imperative, an action once and for all in the future.  We see here a decision made, confirmed in repeated action which will be fixed finally in the future.  Reference is made to the unjust i.e., someone who has not been justified by God’s grace.  

and he which is filthy -  this is an offence against God’s holiness. 

let him be filthy still.  Again, the aorist imperative passive is used.  In other words, he will be that in the future and will continue to be i.e., an offence to a holy God.  

and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still.  This is an aorist imperative.  He will be that once and for all in the eternal future.  

and he that is holy, let him be holy still.  This is an aorist imperative passive.  He will be that in the future and will continue to be.  

This verse is a most solemn warning.  

3.  The testimony of Jesus and John’s response  (22.12-20).  

Verse 12 

and behold I come quickly.  This speaks of imminency.  

The Lord comes with His reward.  Notice that the reward is according to works.  Salvation is not according to works, but rewards are according to works.  “We will all stand before the bema of Christ” - 1 Cor. 3.11-15.  

Verse 13 – the Lord’s three titles.  

(1) I am Alpha and Omega.  This is the title of God the Father in 1.8.  “I am He from which all things proceed and to which all things will return.”  

(2) The First and the Last.  In other words, God says, “I am the primal cause and the final aim of all history.”  

(3) The Beginning and the End.  What the Lord starts, He will finish (see Phil. 1.6).  This is the same with God’s people (Heb. 12.2 - He is the author and finisher of our faith).  

Verse 14 – the Seventh and Last Beatitude.  

This beatitude is pronounced by Jesus Himself.  This blessing deals with the ultimate issues of life i.e., access to the Tree of Life and entrance to the Holy City.

1) the recipients of the blessing – those with washed robes.  This is a figure representing the blood-bought believers (see 7.14; 19.8).  See also Matt. 22.12 which makes reference to the man without the wedding garment.  

2) authority to the Tree of Life.  See Genesis 3.24 - Man was excluded through rebellion.  It is noted that the cherubim keep the way to the Tree of Life.  The word keep is shamar.  It means to keep, observe, take heed.  The same word is used in Genesis 2.15 where our first parents were commanded in the Garden of Eden to dress it and keep (shamar) it.  The cherubim are seen covering and looking down on the mercy seat (see Exodus 25.18-20).  The cherubim are also around the throne of the Lamb (Rev. 4.6-8; 5.6).  It will be recalled that each of the four cherubim represent the gospel indicating God’s way back to blessing and holiness.  Now, with blood-washed garments, the redeemed have access to the Tree of Life.  

3) entrance into the gates of the city.  This is what finally matters in each person’s life.  

Verse 15  

Remember these solemn words are pronounced by our Lord 

who died for lost sinners.

Outside i.e., the city, its wall etc.  Thus, reference is made to all those in the Lake of Fire.  

(1) dogs.  This literally is a reference to male prostitutes and it is a metaphor for the morally impure.  It is to the impudently impure, i.e., those addicted to unnatural vices.  Pagan society has been permeated with such people who are contaminated through long contacts with base vices.  Note that this is the first in the list.  

(2) sorcerers.  The word is pharmakois.  Makes reference to demonic worship – away from the true God.  It may also include false signs and wonders.  

(3) fornicators (see Rev. 2.14; 2.22; 1 Tim. 1.9-10).  There is actual fornication, but this is a metaphor for any false religion.  

(4) murderers. Satan was the original murderer.  He seeks to murder all who would side with Christ.  

(5) idolaters.  The last idol is the image of the beast. However, it includes every form of idolatry including the theory of evolution (see Jeremiah 2.26-27).  

(6) liars.  Satan is the father of lies (John 8.44).  Literally, he loves and does a lie.  This was seen in Eden where Satan foisted his first lie on the human race.  

This whole company will be in the Lake of Fire.  

Verse 16 – the importance of the prophecy of Revelation.  

This is our Lord’s own signature to this wonderful book.  

1) I, Jesus.  This is the only time this is used in Scripture.  This is the Jesus of history.  John, no doubt would have remembered the time in the upper room when he leaned on Jesus’ breast.  Thus, is demonstrated the importance of the book of Revelation.  

2) sent.  The work is epempsa.  It means sent with a special mission.  

3) my angel, i.e., messenger.  These wonderful personages don’t get the message wrong.  

4) to testify to you.  This is in the plural, thus it is for individuals as well as John and for all in the churches.  

5) for the churches again, plural.  This is the churches throughout the seven periods of church history.  

I am the Root and Offspring of David.  David founded the first Jerusalem and was recipient of the great Davidic Covenant.  Jesus is the founder of the New Jerusalem and fulfilment of the great Davidic Covenant.  

The Bright and Morning Star.  This makes reference to the Day of the Lord, that is the dark night of judgement followed by the morning star heralding the day of blessing.  

Verse 17 – the words of Jesus continue.  

The focus is on the Spirit and the bride.  

The Spirit was promised specifically to the church (John 16.13; 14.26; Acts 1.8).  Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the Lord’s bride the church is called, regenerated, indwelt, baptised, sealed and filled with the Holy Spirit.  When the church is in step with the Holy Spirit, there is a deep longing for the heavenly Bridegroom.  

COME Jesus is quoting what the Spirit and the bride say (see John 16.13).  

And let the one who hears say come.  This is a command from our Lord.  We must say come as the bride of Christ. 

and let the one who thirsts come.  This is the personal invitation of Christ Jesus.  The door is still open, yet there is room.  

And whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely.  Note the whosoever will – John 3.16, Romans 3.24.  God’s gracious offer is available to all.  

Verse 18 – a warning from Christ’s lips.  

I testify   Note this is the testimony of Jesus to the hearers or readers of this book.  This is a very serious warning and indicates there must be no additions (see Deut. 4.2).

(1) no falsifications - see Jezebel in Rev. 2.20; the Nicolaitans in 2.6,15; the deep things of Satan in 2.24; and Jewish slanderers in 3.19. 

(2) no additions.  Thus the cannon of all Scripture is closed, by extension, the whole of Scripture must not be tampered with.  There are no more prophets; the work is complete.  

Verse 19 – The warning of daring to take away from the words of the book of this prophesy.  

The result – damnation.  There are two interpretations. 

(1) salvation can be lost by foolishly taking away from the words of the prophecy.   This of course cannot be.  

(2) The Tree of Life and Lamb’s Book of Life related to Rev. 3.5.  Remember everyone’s name is written in the Book of Life.  Atonement is unlimited.  Man’s name is erased when a person fails to believe, thus, anyone with access to the Tree of Life and the Holy City will treat the Book of the prophecy with utmost respect.  This gives wonderful assurance to the believer who reads and understands the prophecy.  

Verse 20 – John’s response.  

He, Jesus, who testifies these things, that is, in verses 12-19.  

Yes, I will come soon.  This is Jesus’ response to the Spirit and the bride and loyal hearers.  

John’s response – Amen, so be it.   

Even so come, Lord Jesus. 

 Lord – kyreie indicates our Lord’s Deity.  Jesus indicates His humanity.  

This is the prayer of Scripture and God’s prophet John.  

4.  The Benediction.  Verse 21 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

All returns to our Lord’s unmerited favour.  All in that glorious city will be there by God’s grace alone.  

Even So, Come, Lord Jesus.

By John M. Moore

When hearts are filled with fear, and danger seems so near,

Rest on the faithful Word spoken by Christ the Lord

“I’ll come again for you!”

Perilous times are coming, War clouds loom overhead,

Jesus is on His throne, caring for all His own,

And He is coming soon!

When all the world is shaking, Foundations torn away,

Jesus is in command, holding you in His hand, 

It’s getting near that day!

Even so, come, Lord Jesus,

Even so, come, my Lord.

Morning or noon, or ev’ning,

Even so, come, my Lord.
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