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The Universal kingdom of God

The Foundation 1 Timothy 1.17
The Eternal King

The Four Essentials for Eternal Kinghood

1. An eternal kingdom

2. A domain

3. Willing subjects

4. The act of rulership
1.  The universal kingdom is an eternal kingdom existing without interruption throughout all time. Daniel4.1-3, 25

Daniel 7 casts a shadow over the seven-year tribulation period depicting 7 years of madness under the reign of Antichrist; however, this text indicates that God's universal kingdom has ultimate control. The truth confirmed by David - Psalm 145.13, Jeremiah 10.2-5,10.

2. The universal kingdom includes all that exists in space and time. Psalm 139.7-10, 1 Chronicles 29.11-12. Hell is included - Matthew 25.41.

3. The universal kingdom is linked with God's sovereignty. Daniel 2.19 -22, Isaiah 10.5-15, Jeremiah 25.9

4. The universal kingdom includes God's providential dealings. Romans 1.18-20, Acts 14.8-18

5. The power of the universal kingdom may intrude the space-time domain. Exodus 11.9-10, Exodus 14.29-31, Luke 9.37-45. The final phase of God's intervention leads to the Lord's glorious return. Revelation 19.11-16

6. The universal kingdom-linked to God's sovereignty-exists and operates efficaciously regardless of the attitude of its subjects. Mt. 26.14-15, 21-25; Daniel 4.35 In spite of this fact, man is always responsible before God Genesis 1.26, Romans 1.21-24

7. Man's moral responsibility is not diminished but demanded by the fact of the universal kingdom. Isaiah 1.18, Matthew 23.37-39, Rom. 1.20,2 Peter 3.9, Rev. 20.11-15

8. The rule of the universal kingdom is administered through the Eternal Son. John 1.1-5, Hebrews 1.2-3, Isaiah 9.6 The literal rendering is Father of the Everlasting or Father of Eternity.

The Mediatorial Kingdom

Definition: The rule of God through a Divinely chosen representative through which regal rights are bestowed upon the mediator.

The appointment of a mediatorial ruler in heaven. Ezekiel 28.11-17
Verse 14 - The anointed - Mimshach is equivalent to Messiah. This type of anointing applied only to kings and priests in the Old Testament. Reference is made to the cherub type angelic being in Gen.3.24, Ex.25.18-22.

The cherub that covers - suggests that these mighty angelic beings were guardians of God's holiness.

Ordained - this mighty angel was set in a position as a mediatorial ruler by God Verse 15 - This is proof that this cherub was blameless when created. Thus, Satan was a creature of God and was created perfect.

Conclusion: This mighty angelic being was given regal rights to rule in heaven. NB he was anointed and ordained by God.

NB The Universal Kingdom and Mediatorial Kingdom are not identical.

A. The universal kingdom is eternal. The Mediatorial kingdom is temporal.

B. The authority of the universal kingdom of God continues unabated. The authority of the mediatorial kingdom can be changed.

The rebellion of the mediatorial ruler. Ezekiel 28.15 "Thou wast perfect until iniquity was found in thee." The nature of this anointed cherub's sins were as follows:

1. 1. Dishonest merchandise portrayed - verses.16,18 see John 2.12-17, Matt. 21.12-13. See the Lord's anger against dishonest trade i.e., the priests charged commission. Satan thus sought worship as God. see Luke 4.6-8 and 2 Thess. 2.3-4

2. Pride - verse 17a see I Tim 3.6. This verse throws light on how Satan was required to give all praise back to God but took a commission to himself. Is 14.13-14

3. Corrupted wisdom - verse 17b see Gen. 3.1-4,2 Corinthians 11.3, 1 Timothy 4.1.This incredibly intelligent and mighty being, through pride, turned against God. And this is the ultimate picture of corrupted wisdom. All sin is madness.

The resulting rebellion produced an opposing kingdom to God's universal kingdom. 

Facts to recognise:

1. Satan has a throne. Is. 14.13 "I will exalt my throne." Thus Satan has regal authority. Rev. 2.13 and 13.2

2. Satan has angelic citizens. Matthew 25.41, Rev.12.4, Ephesians 6.12

3. Satan has access to heaven and is the unseen ruler of this present worlds' system (see later)
A. Satan's access to heaven Job 1.6-7, Zech.3.1, Rev 12.7
B. Satan's access to earth. He is the prince of this world. John 12.31, 2 Cor. 4.4

Conclusion: The serpent of Genesis, the Lucifer of Isaiah 14 and the Anointed Cherub of Ezekiel 28 are one and the same person. The Bible reveals the motives and attitudes of Satan. 

1. Known for craftiness. Gen. 3.1

2. Known for his deceit and anti-God attitude Gen. 3.4

3. Leads humanity into sin Gen. 3.6-7

4. The arch deceiver Rev. 12.9 and 20.2

5. The instigator of evil John 13.2 and 27

6. Seeks worship as God Luke 4.6-8, 2 Thess.2.3-4

7. Seeks to get others to renounce God Job 2.4-5

8. Appears as an angel of God i.e., of light 2 Cor. 11.14

9. Is the father of lies and violence John 8.44

10. Distorts scripture Matt. 4.6

11. Opposes believers 2 Cor. 2.11

12. Is finally judged Matt. 25.41, Rev. 19.20-21, Rev. 20.13-15

I. The Appointment of a Mediatorial Ruler on Earth. Gen. 1.26 "God said let us make man in our image let them have dominion."

NB 
1. Man has sovereignty to a degree and thus has moral responsibility to God.
2. Adam was made the head, but the wife was given dominion with the husband.
3. This fact gives the first hint of the church's eternal position with regard to the last Adam, namely Christ, and the bride of Christ. They will be given a dominion in our Lord's mediatorial rulership.

II. The domain of the Mediatorial Ruler. 
Genesis 2.1-3; 2.19-20, Ps. 8.4-8 Note "Thou hast made him to have dominion over the works of Thy hand". Man's first day on the planet was God's rest day, in other words, our first parents entered into God's completed work. This fact will be reproduced in our Lord's finished work of redemption.

III. The subjects of Man's domain

Adam was given federal headship. I Corinthians 15.22,45 All of humanity is in Adam. This is proved genetically, but also Scripturally in that all mankind participated in Adam's sin and the ruin which was brought upon Adam as a result of his rebellion. Note that man was created a triune being. Gen. 2.7, I Thess. 5.23 Thus:

Man - in fellowship with God - Spirit

Man - part of the earth, i.e., the cosmos system - Body

Man - a moral and responsible being to God - Soul

The rebellion of man in his position as mediatorial ruler.

I. The test.

Gen. 2.8-9,16-17 Note: our first parents were allowed to eat all the fruit including the Tree of Life fruit. But barred from eating the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

II. The tempter


A. Genesis 3.1 - Satan is subtle. The Hebrew is arun. It means crafty. see 2 Cor. 11.3 The


Greek is the work panour. It means unscrupulous or cunning.


B. The serpent speaks. Note: Satan uses something beautiful as a medium i.e., an angel of


light. 2 Cor. 11.14 There will be an end time image (Rev. 13.15) which will equate to


Daniel 3.

III. The temptation

A. Doubt God's word. Gen. 3.1 "Hath God said?" Our parents' first step into Satan's trap was to add to God' s Word. Eve said regarding the fruit of the tree, "Ye shall not touch it". God never said that. To add to God's Word means that we can subtract from God's Word. Subsequently, Eve stated that God had indicated that they were not to touch the fruit lest they died. In other words, Eve subtracted from the unequivocal warning that God had given.

B. Deny God's Word. Gen. 3.4 Satan said, "Ye shall not surely die."

C. Blaspheme God's Character. Gen. 3.5 The inference is that God doesn't really love mankind and is thus holding back from them. Satan's process led to our first parents' second step into the Devil's trap. See Gen. 3.6 and compare with 1 John 2.15-17 ​
1. The woman saw that the tree was good for food i.e., lust of the flesh
2. And that it was pleasant to the eyes i.e., lust of the eyes
3. To make one wise i.e., the pride of life.

See our Lord's temptation Matthew 4.3-10

1. Bread -lust of the flesh

2. Kingdoms of the world - lust of the eyes

3. Pinnacle of the temple - pride

IV. The termination of the temptation

She took the fruit and gave to her husband. It should be noted that the supposed benefits of sin were maximised by Satan and the actual penalties minimised. 

The result of the mediatorial ruler's rebellion - Part 1

1. There was a recourse to a works system. Gen. 3.7 They sewed fig leaves. There was apparently the loss of the clothing of righteousness. See Rev.3.18, Matt.22.11-12, Rev. 19.8, Rom. 3.21.
​

2. Separation from God. Gen. 3.9 "The Lord called". This verse gives the lie to Satan's insinuation that God did not care for His creatures. The original title in Hebrews for Leviticus was taken from the first four words "and the Lord called". Leviticus is the book of the shed blood centering in the five wilderness offerings. It will be seen later that these provided type or a model for our Lord's redemption.

3. Our first parents now had a spirit of enmity towards God; i.e., a sin nature. See Gen. 3.12-13 The man blamed the woman you gave me insinuating it was God's fault. The woman blamed the serpent, again insinuating that God was to blame.

4. Death spiritual and physical entered in. Gen. 5.5 "and he died".

The result of the mediatorial ruler's rebellion - Part 2 Gen. 3.15

Note the four personalities - the serpent, and the seed of the serpent, the woman and the seed of the woman. This verse is foundational to God's redemption programme. The promise contained in this remarkable verse is that the seed of the woman will bruise or crush the head of the serpent. Head in Hebrew is Rosh. It's first meaning in Hebrew is "chiefest of place, ruler, captain, head". The second Hebrew meaning for Rosh is "gall, hemlock poison, venom".

1. The world had a new ruler i.e., Rosh. 
It will be remembered that God gave our first parents rulership, and siding with Satan in his rebellion, this rulership apparently was snatched by the Evil One. According to Is. 14.14, Satan's aim is to be like the Most High. The Bible's first mention of this phrase is interesting and is found in Gen. 14.19. It has reference to Melchizedek who of course is a type of Christ, and the verse says that Melchizedek blessed Abraham and said "Blessed be Abraham of the Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth." Thus the expression Most High relates to God's possession of heaven and earth. Thus Satan's aim is to be both ruler of God's universal kingdom and His mediatorial kingdom. As it will be discovered later, the mediatorial rulership will be given by Satan to his seed, namely Antichrist. see Rev. 13.2 This specifically states that the dragon, that is, Satan, gave his power and throne and great authority to Antichrist, namely, his seed.

2. The world domain now under Satanic rule. 
Because man, the governor of the Theocracy, had become a member of Satan's kingdom, the earth has become the province of Satan. Thus:

a. Satan is the prince of this world John12.30 14.3116.11

b. Satan had authority to offer the kingdoms of this world to Christ. Luke 4.5-6

c. Satan's rebellious angels are world rulers. Ephesians 6.12 The expression is cosmos craters.

d. The whole cosmos is now in the hands of the Evil One. 1 John 5.17-19 The extent of this rulership should not be minimised. It includes governments, arts, commerce, medicine, in fact everything that can be seen in the present world's system.

e. Satan is the god of this age. 2 Cor. 4.4

3. Man is now a member of Satan's kingdom.

a. All sinned in Adam. Rom. 5.12

b. Mankind are the children of Satan. John 8.44, 1 John 3.8-10, Matt. 13.37-39; 13.40-42; 25.41, Rev. 20.10,15

c. Every unsaved person belongs to Satan and his kingdom of darkness. 2 Cor. 6.14-15 d. Satan uses unsaved people to do his work in his kingdom. Job 19.15-17, Luke 22.3-6, John 8.37,40,44,59, 2 Thess. 2.9, I John 3.12

e. All are born under Satan's dominion in his kingdom. Eph.2.1-3

f. Man is held in Satan's power. Acts 26.17-18, 2 Cor 4.4

g. Man is blinded by Satan 2 Cor 11.14-15

Summary: Man was deceived and duped by Satan to believe the lie.

The promise of a Redeemer

The following points should be borne in mind:

1. God's universal kingdom still rules over all. God is still on the throne.

2. Satan's throne and kingdom is opposed to God's universal kingdom, and there is therefore, an invisible war. This war is centred on the following facts:

a. Satan must provide a mediatorial ruler on the planet. This ruler must be a member of the human race. He is referred to in Scripture by several names, but is best known as the antichrist.

b. God must provide a mediatorial ruler on the planet. This ruler must also be a member of the human race.

3. God must provide a redeemer-mediatorial ruler to rule the planet.

a. He must make mankind spiritually alive. Mankind must have a new governing disposition of love and obedience toward God, i.e., a new nature. John 3.5

b. God must abolish death including decay in mens bodies, disease, deformity, hazards, accident and violence.

c. God must resurrect the dead. Matt. 27. 52-53

d. God must restore a perfect environment to the planet as prior to the Fall. Rom. 8.18-23 e. God must transfer humans from Satan's kingdom to God's kingdom by new birth. Col. 1.12-14

4. The declaration of the redeemer. 
Gen 3.15 - The four persons: 
I-The serpent

2- The woman

3 -The seed of the serpent

4 - The seed of the woman 

These personalities are identified in the final book of the Bible Revelation.

1- The serpent (Rev. 12.9) - Satan

2- The Woman (Rev. 12.1-2,5-6, 13-17) - In the final analysis, the woman is Israel. 
3- The seed of the serpent (Rev. 13.1-2) - the antichrist

4- The seed of the woman (Rev. 12.5) - Messiah Jesus

Conclusion: The seed of the woman Israel will crush the head i.e., the rulership of the serpent.

5. The provisions of the Genesis 3.15 promise will be fulfilled through five covenants made with Abraham and his people.

1. The Abrahamic covenant produced Israel with the view to bringing universal blessing. The provisions of this amazing covenant should never be minimised. God proposes through this covenant to reverse all the damage caused by the rebellion of Satan and mankind.

2. The covenant of the return - (Palestinian) guarantees the continuing of Israel as a nation. 3. The Davidic covenant guarantees the seed of the woman Israel to crush Satan's head. 

4. The new covenant guarantees the redemption of a people and nations, the renewal of the planet and the setting up of the Theocratic kingdom on planet earth.

5. The Mosaic covenant will demonstrate that all must depend on God's grace and God's provisions, and that mankind is totally incapable of salvation by human means. The new covenant proves fig leaves don't work.

The demonstration of the Divine method Gen. 3. 21

God used the death of an animal; coats of skin were provided. This casts a shadow on redemption which later would be provided indicating that clothing of righteousness can only be provided by the death of a substitute. Schoffield's notes on Gen 4.3-7, are helpful. Regarding the phrase sin lies at the door, Schoffield says the following: " in Hebrew, the same word is used for sin and sin offering, thus emphasising in a remarkable way the complete identification of the Believer's sin with the sin offering. cf. John 3.14 with 2 Cor. 5.21 Here both meanings are brought together. Sin lieth at the door, but also a sin offering croucheth at the tent door. It is where sin abounded that grace did much more abound (Rom 5.20). Abel's offering implies a previous instruction (see Gen. 3.21), for it was by faith (Heb.11.4) and faith is taking God at His Word; so that Cain's unbloody offering was a refusal of the Divine Way, but Jehovah made a last appeal to Cain (Gen.4.7) even he had to bring the required offering."

The demonstration of the Satanic method - Gen. 4.8

Cain slew his brother Abel. I John 3.12 This Satanic method culminated with the death of the Messiah Acts 2.23 Note well the history of Satan's method. John 8.44, Luke 11.47 This should also be carefully noted that Satan cannot provide a redeemer or solve man's problems. This is part of the lie which has deluded mankind down through the ages. John 10.10.

Satan's programme to thwart God's programme - Part 1

The corruption of humankind. Genesis 6.1-2, 4,7

See Peter's commentary on this at 2 Peter 2.4 and Jude 6. It should be noted that these specific angels involved in this diabolical act are locked up until the final judgement; in other words, God will never again allow this type of apostasy. God's answer to this outrageous attack was the flood judgement and angelic incarceration. It should be noted that Noah found grace. Noah was a sinner like the rest of mankind but turned to God for mercy and found it.

Satan's programme to thwart God's programme - Part 2

A false religion leading to the appearance of the seed of the serpent. 
1. The rebel Nimrod. He was a mighty hunter before the Lord Gen. 1 0.8-9 God decreed that men should be tillers of the ground. Nimrod was a hunter in open rebellion against God.

2. Nimrod was the builder of Babylon i.e., confusion. Gen. 10.10a; 11.4

3. Babylon has two aspects i.e., religious and commercial. Satan's aim was to unite the world in rebellion see Gen. 11.4. There had to be an ecumenical religion and a globalised commerce. This world's system will be crushed by Christ's second coming. The two aspects are clearly seen in Zech. 5.5-11. And in Rev. 14.8 we have the repetition "Babylon is fallen is fallen" referring to the two aspects of this Satanic system.

4. Religious Babylon

A. The wife of Nimrod, Semiramis, was the founder of secret religious rites. She gave birth to a son by the name of Tammuz who was supposed to be born by miraculous conception. It was claimed that he was the seed of the woman.

B. This was the commencement of the mother and child cult.

C. Tammuz was killed by a wild animal in the chase, but was allegedly restored to life. 

D. The history of the cult commenced 3000BC, centred in Babylon. In 539 BC the Persians did not want the cult, so it moved to Pergamum or Pergamos see Rev. 2.12-17. Eventually the cult moved to Rome and Caesar became head of the cult. It was subsequently incorporated into the church at Rome. The crown of the high priest was in the form of the fish which was in honour to the fish god. It bore the words keeper of the bridge; that is, the bridge between Satan and Man. Pontifex Maximus means major keeper of the bridge. It was adopted by the bishop of Rome, thus the pope is referred to as the pontiff. Child baptism, the pope's hat, purgatory, the mother and child cult, the immaculate conception, the queen of heaven, absolution which is prevalent in the apostate church all commenced in Babylon -confusion.

Conclusion: Satan's aim in history ~ to be like the Most High, that is, possessor of heaven and earth. Is. 14. 12-14 To accomplish this, Satan must: 1. Establish a false religion 2. Establish universal worship. 3. Establish his seed as the mediatorial ruler on earth 4. Establish false peace and prosperity. To accomplish this, Satan must also: 1. Thwart God's programme of redemption 2. To accomplish this, he must annihilate Israel, the church, and primarily the seed of the woman the Messiah Jesus.

The 5 great covenants of the Revelation record

Sir Robert Anderson: "Men talk of the Divine history of the human race but there is no such history. The Old Testament is the Divine history of family of Abraham. The call of Abraham was chronologically the central point between the creation of Adam and the cross of Christ, and yet the story of all the ages from Adam to Abraham is dismissed in 11 Chapters. And if during the history of Israel, the light of revelation rested for a time upon heathen nations, it was because the favoured nation was temporarily in captivity. But God took up the Hebrew race that they might be a centre and channel of blessing to the world. It was owing to their pride that they came to regard themselves as the only object of Divine benevolence."

1. The Abrahamic Covenant

A. Parties to the covenant _ Abraham and his physical descendants Isaac and Jacob and Israel the nation. Gen. 12. 1-3, Gen. 17.4,6-7, Gen. 50.24-25

B. The historical establishment of the covenant confirmed with an oath. Gen. 15.17-21, Hebrews 6.13-20- Note well that in verse 19 this covenant is referred to as the anchor of the soul. '

C. The promises and terms of the Abrahamic covenant

1. promises to Abraham

a. a blessing - that is, to reverse all the damage caused by man's rebellion

b. a great name

c. physical descendants

d. the father of a multitude of nations

e. the title deeds of the land of Israel for an everlasting possession

f .a blessing on those who bless Abraham and a curse on all those who would curse him It should be emphasised that it was from Abraham that the promised seed came. Gal. 3.16

2. National promises concerning Abraham

a. a great nation would come from Abraham

b. the land of Canaan would be given to the descendants of Abraham from the river

Euphrates to the river of Egypt. This was to be an everlasting covenant to Israel. Gen. 17.19

3. Universal promises affecting all people. Gen. 12.3; 22.18; 28.14

Three significant facts emerge from this remarkable covenant

I- All the damage caused by man's rebellion would be reversed as a result of the Abrahamic covenant.

2- The covenant has only partially been fulfilled. Complete fulfilment will not be established until the end of the age.

3- The covenant is unconditional i.e., it depends on God's faithfulness although to participate requires faith.

2. The Mosaic Covenant

Main Features:

1. It accompanied and was an essential part of the setting up of a Theocracy i.e., a

kingdom of God on earth see Exodus 19.4-6.

a. Verse 6 - This verse contains the first mention of a kingdom in Scripture, thus this

Theocracy was none other than the kingdom of God.

b. Verse 6 makes reference to a kingdom of priests, thus the kingdom was to be of a

mediatorial nature. 
c. Verse 6 speaks of a holy nation i.e., Israel. 
d. Verse 5 indicates that the Theocracy had a definite beginning. It will be seen subsequently that this form of God's kingdom had a definite end.

e. Verse 5 also indicates that it had application to all people. Romans 3.29 
f. Verse 5 indicates that the covenant was conditional in nature. The offer of the kingdom and the acceptance by Israel. Deuteronomy 5.28 - The acceptance was met with Divine approval. Deut 5.29 - However, there was an element of Divine lament. The problem was that the Divine law was external, but the sin nature was an internal problem.

2. The Theocracy was confirmed by the Divine presence Exodus 24.17. The completion of the tabernacle (Ex 40.33-38); the Divine presence was in evidence. The completion of the temple (2 Chron. 7.1-3) there was evidence of the Divine presence. Thus:

a. The Theocracy had a commencement marked with the Divine presence.

b. The Theocracy had a termination due to the departure of the Divine presence.

See Ezek. 10.4 - The Divine presence on the threshold of the temple. Ezek.10.19 - The Divine presence at the east gate. Ezek 11.23 - The departure of the Divine presence from the Mount of Olives. This process was again re​ enacted see Acts 1.11 and Zech. 4.4.

3. The Theocratic ordering required a God-appointed mediator. Acts 7.35 "This, Moses did God send to be a ruler and a deliverer."

a. Moses was the Divinely appointed representative of Jehovah towards the people.

NB All self-appointment was excluded Exodus 2.11-14. A God appointment was essential Ex 3.10.

b. Moses represented the people toward God. Deut 9.24-29 NB not my people; your people.

c. Rebellion or blasphemy against the Divinely appointed mediator was against God himself - see Korah (Num 16.3, 31-35).

4. Signs accompanied the setting up of the Theocracy and the inauguration of the

Mosaic covenant.

a. Signs to Moses

1. the burning bush Ex. 3.1-10

2. God's revelation of Himself - the Great I AM Ex 3.14

b. Signs to Israel Exodus 4.1-9

1. The rod became a serpent. Moses took only the tail, Messiah will crush the head.

2. The leprous hand. This speaks of Israel's exclusion and ultimate acceptance and cleansing (leprosy always represented sin).

3. The water became blood. The water and blood are symbols of God's Word and cleansing John 3.5, l John 5.8.

c. Signs to Egypt and the surrounding nations

1. The plagues
2. The Red Sea slaughter

5. The covenant was essentially conditional in nature (Ex 19.5). "If you will obey my voice, you will be unto me a kingdom of priests." Ex. 19.6

6. The covenant was temporary

a. The problem was the internal nature of sin. The law however, was external. 
b. The sacrifices could not take away sin. Hebrews 10.4-11

c. The law brought death and judgment. The law covenant was enacted on the same day as the day of Pentecost. It is sometimes referred to as the Old Testament Pentecost. Exodus 32.26-28. 3000 died see 2 Cor. 3.6 and Romans 7.7-9.

7. The terms on which the Mosaic covenant was based made it essential for another mediator with a new covenant with better sacrifices and better promises.

a. The mediator failed. Deut. 3.23-27 "Thou Moses shall not go over Jordan." Deut 35.51 The reason given - you trespassed against me. Deut 34.5 Moses died.

b. The nation failed. Acts 7.51-53 The law brought judgment and death.

c. The sacrifices could not take away sin; that is, deal with the sin nature problem.

Numbers 15.32-36, Hebrews 10.1-4

d. The glory departed. Ezek. 10.4,19; 11.23

e. The promise failed through unbelief; Hebrews 3. 17-19 i.e., they did not enter

into God's rest, that is, the kingdom of God.

8. Facts to recognise concerning the Mosaic Covenant

a. It concerned the setting up of a Theocracy.

b. It concerned Israel and it's relation to that Theocracy and it's king Jehovah.

c. It concerned Israel and it's relationship to the nations and the ordering of the Theocracy.

d. It had nothing to do with the means of salvation through law keeping.

e. The sacrificial system provided cleansing for the flesh in respect of ceremonial, non-deliberate transgressions. Hebrews 9.13 see also Luke 5.12-26

f. Salvation can only be obtained by grace through faith. Abraham believed God Rom. 4.5. David sought and received mercy Psalm 51.

g. The failure of Israel will not thwart God's programme. The Abrahamic covenant depends on God's faithfulness.

9. But the law provided a shadow of good things to come. Hebrews 10.1, Colossians 2.16-17, Hebrews 8.5; 9.9

a. The five wilderness offerings

(1) The guilt offering. Leviticus 5.17-18 A lamb or a ram had to be provided. This speaks of the Believer's justification see Rom. 3.21-26 and especially verse 24.

(2) The sin offering. Lev. 4.32-33 A lamb or a ram had to be provided. This speaks of the Believer's sanctification see Rom. 6.1-4.

(3) The peace offering. Lev.3.1 The female lamb had to be provided. The animal was to be eaten with the priests and the offerer's family. see Romans 5.1 and Eph. 2.14 We have peace with God and we are to fellowship with Him.

(4) The grain offering. Lev.2.1,4 This speaks of Christ's righteousness imputed to the Believer. Romans 5.17 and 6.18

(5) The whole burnt offering. Lev. 1.2-3 This speaks of the Believer's consecration see Romans 12.1-2. Remember the original Hebrew title for Leviticus taken from chapter one verse one and the Lord called. See 1 Thess 5.23 This gives proof of God's infinite love for lost mankind and proves the Devil a Liar.

b. Leviticus 23

This remarkable chapter provides the sacred calendar of the history of redemption. Dr. Lehman Strauss said the following: "It sets forth by a series of striking types not only the great facts, but the very order in which the various stages of God's great redemption scheme for the world were to unfold themselves in the course of time."

Events preceding the Passover.

Palm Sunday 6 April 32AD the Jewish calendar 9 Nissan. see Zach 9.9 Dan. 9 and Luke 14.41-42 Note the Lord's emphasis - "if thou hadst know even thou at least in this thy day the things which belong unto thy peace". This was a very special day for Israel predicted very precisely by Zechariah and Daniel.

Feast #1 Passover Lev. 23.5 Enacted by our Lord 11 April 32AD, Friday 14 Nissan. As predicted in Scripture, the event occurred on the exact day at the exact time':'" 3.00 in the afternoon see Mat 27. 46, 50-51, 1 Cor. 5.7. 3 events took place at 3.00 on 14 Nissan. The Passover lamb was slain by the priest, the veil of the temple was rent making access into God's holy presence, the Lord on the cross dismissed His Spirit and the sacrifice for fallen man was complete.

Feast #2 Unleavened Bread Verse 6 Enacted 12 April32AD 15 Nissan This celebration took place on Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath. Leaven speaks of sin. Jesus was without sin and the Bread of Life. Christ's perfect life imputed to the saint. This speaks of sanctification.

Feast #3 The Feast of First fruits Verses 9-11. Enacted on Sunday, first day of the week and the Jewish calendar 16 Nissan 13 April 32 AD This was resurrection morning see Matt 27.52-53. They had to present a sheaf of first fruits therefore other saints were raised see 1 Cor. 15.23. First fruits is in the plural. This speaks of the saints' glorification.

Feast #4 Pentecost Leviticus 23.15~16 Acts 2.1-3 This event took place on 30 May 32 AD. It marked the inauguration of the new covenant. It also marked the five great works of the Holy Spirit: 1. Regeneration 2. Holy Spirit baptism 3. The indwelling Holy Spirit 4. The sealing of the Spirit 5. The filling of the Holy Spirit. Through these five works, all God's redemptive work was made real in the Believer.

It will be recognised that four feasts have been fulfilled literally in history. This leaves three more feasts to complete God's great redemption scheme and bring in His kingdom see Acts 1.3,6-7. It should be noted that the apostles expected the autumn feasts to be fulfilled in a similar literal way. However, sadly this marked Israel's third rejection of a triune God. The kingdom was offered to Israel (Acts 3.19-21). Israel's answer was provided in Acts 7.54-60. See Romans 9.30-33 As a result of this, Israel has now been set aside.

The three feasts awaiting future fulfilment:

Feast #5 Feast of Trumpets Lev. 23. 23-25 On the Jewish calendar this would be 1 Tishri; on the Julian calendar this would be in the September/October period see Matt. 24.31.

Feast #6 Day of Atonement Lev. 23.27 This is the day Tishri 10. This will mark the day of Israel's repentance and the acceptance of their Messiah. see Zech 12.1 O.

Feast #7 Feast of Tabernacles Lev. 23.34-35 Jewish calendar 15-21 Tishri. This marks the setting up of Messiah's kingdom and the commencement of Christ's millennial reign. This is carried on to the eternal state see Rev. 21.3.

Conclusion: The feasts are a shadow of things to come. In order to grasp the full significance of the Old Testament revelation, three facts concerning Israel should be brought together.

1. The five wilderness sacrifices which typify our Lord's redemptive work at Calvary.

2. The seven feasts of Israel which provide the calendar and progression of God's programme.

3. The five covenants that God made with Israel; through which covenants God will bring in the eternal kingdom.

3. The Deuteronomical Covenant (the covenant of the return)

Remember the Abrahamic Covenant depends on God's faithfulness

1. The necessity of the Deuteronomical covenant

A The provision of the Mosaic Covenant provided blessing for obedience, but curses for disobedience see Deut. 28.15, 36-37

B. The Mosaic Covenant was a bilateral covenant and depended on the faithfulness of

Israel.

C. The law was external and could not deal with the problem of the internal sin nature.

D. Failure, in view of this, was inevitable.

E. The only purpose of the law was to point to the necessity of a Redeemer providing a redemption. He would write the law on the hearts of Believers Gal. 3.24.

F. God must guarantee to get Israel back to the covenanted land for blessing. This has to be under the terms of the Abrahamic covenant.

II. The terms of the Deuteronomic covenant

A. It differed from the Mosaic covenant. Deut.29.1

1. It was beside the covenant at Horeb, that is, the Mosaic covenant.

2. It was made at Moab after 40 years of wandering in the wilderness.

3. It was made with ethnic Israel, including of course, their descendants.

4. God noted the problem with the Mosaic covenant Deut. 29.4.

B. Israel is to be established as a people for God Himself under the terms of a binding covenant Deut 29.10-15.

C. This Deuteronomic covenant was confirmed with an oath. Deut.29.12 Thus: the terms of the covenant depend solely on the faithfulness of God. It was, in other words, a unilateral covenant (however, there must always be believing faith on the part of the recipient of the covenant).

III.
The promises of the covenant. Deut. 30.1-10

A. The time element of the bestowal of the promises.

1. After the curses and the scattering of Israel under the terms of the Mosaic covenant. Deut. 30.1

2. At the return of Messiah Jesus. Deut 30.3 see Acts 15. 16 The wording demands that Jesus will have been here previously, that is, His first coming.

B. The turning of Israel's captivity and re-gathering of the nation from the nations. Deut. 30.3-5 NB Note: this will mark the fulfilment of the Feast of Trumpets.

C. God will bless Israel in the land and do them good. Deut 30.5 Israel will be  multiplied as a nation.

D. They will experience regeneration. Deut 30.6

E. The curses will be placed upon Israel's enemies. Deut 30.7

F. Israel will fulfil God's elective purpose. Deut 30.8

IV. The Deuteronomic covenant as founded in the Abrahamic covenant.

A. The gifts and calling of God are without repentance. Deut. 29.13-15, Rom 11.26-29

B. Ezekiel's commentary on the event - Ezek.20.33-34. Note verse 37 "brought into the land of the covenant" this clearly makes reference to the Deuteronomic covenant.

Summary:

1. The covenant, with its oath and promises, was made with ethnic Israel. Thus, it can only be fulfilled with ethnic Israel.

2. God will provide, under the terms of the new covenant, a remedy for Israel to be released from the Mosaic law and its condemnation.

3. The fulfilment of the covenant is still future, i.e., Israel is still a scattered nation in unbelief.

4. This covenant guarantees the continuance of Israel as a nation.

5. The covenant guarantees the covenanted land to Israel.

6. The covenant guarantees the repentance and the regeneration of Israel resulting in God's elective purpose for Israel being fulfilled. Note again, It is always by grace through faith. Rom.11. 5-6, Rom. 9.31-33

4. The Davidic Covenant

I. The covenant is based on the Abrahamic Covenant. Gen 49.10

A. The Abrahamic covenant was confirmed directly to Abraham's grandson Jacob. 
B. Israel emerged from Jacob.

C. The prophetic promise was made through Jacob and concerned his son Judah.

II. The covenant was made with David. Ps 89.3-4, 28-29, 2 Chron. 7.18,2 Chron.21.7

III. It was confirmed with an oath. Jer. 33.19-26

IV. The terms of the Davidic Covenant. 2 Sam7.8-17

A. The Davidic king will appoint a place for Israel 2 Sam 7.1 0

B. A line of descent from which would emerge a king par excellent 2 Sam 7.11, Ps 89.3​ 4,29-36

C. Even although subsequent kings will fail, God's mercy will never depart from the Messianic line. 2 Sam 7.15

D. David's house and throne will be established forever. 2 Sam 7.16

E. It was accepted by faith. Note well it was not based on the Mosaic covenant.

V. The covenant is fulfilled in the person of Messiah Jesus.

A. Matt 1.1-16 provides a lineage of the regal line to Joseph (however, this line was put under a blood curse by God - see later).

B. Luke 3.23-38 provides a lineage through Mary. This proves Jesus, Son of Man and Son of David, through a line not under the blood curse.

C. In view of the blood curse, a virgin birth was essential. Is 7.14 Note the following three points:

1. There had to be no blood curse

2. No sin nature

3. Messiah required to be the seed of the woman

VI. Messiah Jesus will sit on the throne of His father David. Luke 1.31-33

A. This throne on earth in Jerusalem. Ps 48.1-2

B. It cannot be equated to the throne in heaven i.e., connected with the universal

kingdom.

1. David's throne was established in his lifetime; God's throne is eternal. Ps 93.1-2 
2. Revelation 3.21 draws a distinction between the Son's throne and the Father's throne. This distinction is based on the fact of the universal kingdom and the mediatorial kingdom.

3. David's throne never exercised authority in heaven.

Conclusion: These distinctions demonstrate the difference between the universal throne and the mediatorial throne.

VII. The Fulfilment of the Davidic Covenant is future and will be established at Messiah's second coming.

A. The last Adam will be given dominion. Dan 7.13-14 see first Adam Gen. 1.26

B. This will follow the crushing of Satan's head. Dan 7.11, Matt 24.29-31

C. Jesus will be the sole mediatorial ruler. Zech. 14.9 NB this will be after Jesus comes back to earth. Zech 14.4

D. Messiah Jesus is to sit at the right hand of the Father UNTIL it is time for His mediatorial rule. Ps 11 0.1-2

E. The fulfilment of the Davidic covenant will be accompanied with the regeneration of the planet. Matt 19.28, Rom. 8.18-22, Acts 3.19-21

F. Dramatic changes will take place in the natural world. See Isa. 35.1-2

1. The soil curse removed. Is 41.18-20,51.3

2. The animal kingdom will be radically changed. Is 29.18,33.24,35.5-6

3. Longevity of human life will be restored. Is 60.20-22

VIII. The mediatorial kingdom is not the same as the eternal state.

A. Children will be born. Jer. 30.19-20, Ezek. 47.22

B. Some will die. Is 11.4, Jer. 31.29-30

C. There will be unsaved people born in the kingdom. Is. 11.4, Rev 20.8-9

None of these events will take place in the eternal state.

XI. The kingdom will be political.
XII. A. The government will be upon Jesus' shoulders Is. 9.6-7

B. Messiah Jesus will control international relations Is. 2.4

C. The world government will be central and established in Jerusalem. Is. 2.1-3, Micah 4.1-2

D. Jesus will be Supreme Ruler/Judge. Ps. 72. 1-4; 12.14, Is. 2.4; 11.1-5, Jer. 33.14-16, Micah 4.3

X. The duration of the mediatorial kingdom will be 1000years. Rev. 20.4

XI. The mediatorial kingdom will finally crush every vestige of Satan's rule. I Cor 15.25, Rev. 20.14

XII. The universal and mediatorial kingdoms will be united eternally. 1 Cor. 15.24, Rev.22.3

On the uniting of the thrones there will be the reign of the Eternal Father with the Eternal Son. It should be remembered that the marks of Calvary will remain on the Eternal Son throughout eternity.

Conclusion: The seed of the woman will finally crush the serpent's head.

5. The new covenant

1. The reason for the New Covenant

A. The king requires subjects.

B. A king requires a domain.

C. The first Adam forfeited this domain to Satan and the race became subjects of Satan' s kingdom.

D. The old covenant failed. Israel was elected to be a kingdom of priests to bring blessing to the nations. A Theocracy was established in Israel on the basis of the Mosaic covenant; however, the system failed. Sin was internal, law external. As a result of the failure, the nation was scattered and the glory departed from Israel.

II. God must provide a new covenant which will fulfil the following requirements:

A. A means must be provided to make mankind spiritually alive. Sin severed man's relationship with God, thus, new birth is required. John 3.5

B. God must provide a means of transferring humans from Satan's kingdom to God's kingdom i.e., by new birth.

C. The consequences of man' s rebellion must be reversed.

1. Death, disease, deformity, hazards, accidents must be eliminated.

2. God must resurrect the bodies of the dead.

3. God must restore a perfect environment to the planet.

4. Man must govern the planet as God intended. Gen. 1.26

5. Satan must be disposed and banished along with all those angels and men who have joined with him in his rebellion.

D. God's mediatorial kingdom must be restored as envisaged. Gen. 1.26

III. The statement of the New Covenant. Jer. 31.31-32 NB the Mosaic Covenant has been broken and thus must be set aside.

IV. Parties to the covenant - God and Israel. Jer. 31.31, Is 59.20-21, Jer. 50.4-5, Ezek. 34.25-30; 37.26-28 NB The new covenant was made with the same nation who were the recipients of the old Mosaic Covenant. Jer. 31.32 The Mosaic law was given only to Israel. Lev.26.46, Deut. 4.8

V. The terms and provisions of the New Covenant.

A. Regeneration Jer. 31.33; 32.39-40, Ezek. 36.26

B. Forgiveness of sins Jer. 31.34, Ezek. 36.25

C. The indwe111ing Holy Spirit. Ezek. 36.27

D. Obedience Jer. 32.39-40, Ezek. 36.27; 37.23-24

E. A knowledge of God Jer. 31.34

F. National blessings to Israel resulting in worldwide and international blessings

1. God's special people. Jer. 31.33, Ezek. 36.28

2. Good reputation universally Is. 61.8-9

3. No more threats or insults. Ezek. 34.28-29

4. God will do them good Jer. 32.41-42

5. National security Ezek. 34.25-28

6. Wild beasts eliminated Ezek. 34.25-28

7. Abundant food supply Ezek. 34. 27-29, 36.29-30

8. Eden restored. Ezek. 34.29

9. Weather controlled Ezek. 34.26

10. Cities rebuild Ezek. 36.33

11. Population explosion. Ezek. 36.37-38; 37.26

12. Israel again unified. Ezek. 37.21-22,

13. Israel will never again be removed from the land. Ezek. 37.25

14. God's sanctuary in the land forever. Ezek. 37.27-28

15. Israel will never again be rejected. Jer. 32.40

VI. The New Covenant depends on God's faithfulness. Ezekie1 36.32,36

VII. The New Covenant is eternal. It can never be abolished, as was the Mosaic Covenant. Is. 61.8-9, Jer. 32.40, Ezek. 16.60; 37.26

VIII. The mediator of the New Covenant is the glorious Messiah Jesus, Son of Man. Heb. 3.3-6, 2.14-18, 12.24

IX, The New Covenant requires a priest. Heb. 9.11-15,26

X. The New Covenant requires a sacrifice. Heb. 9.22-28, 10.8-18, Matt. 26.26-28

XI. The New Covenant provides salvation now. Heb. 7.25

XII. The New Covenant was inaugurated at Pentecost. Acts 2.38,41 Note: 3000 souls were saved. NB The inauguration of the Mosaic covenant was enacted on the same date as the day of Pentecost on the Jewish calendar - 3000 were slain see Ex 32.26-28,2 Cor. 3.6.

XIII. The New Covenant will establish Christ's mediatorial kingdom at His second coming. Matt 26.29, Dan 7.13-14, Heb. 13.28, Rev. 19.5-7 NB The marriage of the Lamb, the Slain One.

XIV. The final establishment will be accompanied with signs. See Joel 2.28-32 The signs were never provided immediately after Pentecost because of Israel's rejection of their Messiah see Acts 2.15-21, Luke 21.25, Matt. 24.30 i.e., the signs of the Son of Man.

XV. The consummation of the Covenant will be the glorious appearing of the Messiah Jesus. Rev. 19.11-16 NB The New Covenant with its terms and provisions was disclosed immediately prior to the ending of the Theocracy under the Mosaic Covenant; that is, just before the glory departed from the temple in Jerusalem.

Addendum: THE NEW COVENANT AND THE CHURCH

This theme will be developed later in this study.

The New Covenant was made with Israel.

I. There was no revelation in the Old Testament of the church. see Eph. 3.2-9

II. The New Covenant came through Israelite prophets i.e., the Jew first. At the time of the revelation, Israel was God's means of revelation. Remember that God proclaimed the terms of the New Covenant through Jeremiah and Ezekiel.

The Church is related to the New Covenant.

I. Pentecost. This was the fourth of the seven Jewish feasts. It marked the coming of the Holy Spirit. This also marked the commencement of the church.

II. The Cornelius incident. This is set out in Acts 10. Note Peter's words in Acts 11.15 "The Holy Spirit fell on them i.e., the Gentiles, as on us at the beginning". The beginning of what? The church.

III. The church and Israel. Both the church and Israel share the same ultimate hope. Acts 26.6

IV. The Abrahamic Covenant - this includes blessings to the Gentiles.

V. The church partakes of the communion service. This sacrament relates directly to the New Covenant. Paul uses the definite article in 1 Cor 11.25. The same is used in Luke 22.20.

VI. New Testament (Covenant) believers clearly partake of the spiritual aspects of the New Covenant.

A. Regeneration Titus 3.5

B. Sins forgiven Ephesians 1.7,4.32, Col1.14, 1 John 2.12

C. New Testament believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 1 Cor 6.19

D. New Testament believers receive the new nature. Rom. 7.22,2 Cor. 3.3, 2 Peter 1.4

The apostles functioned as ministers of the New Covenant. 2 Cor. 3.6

The War of the Kingdoms.

It will be recognised at this stage that down through the ages, an invisible war has been in progress. 
Satan's strategy - murder and lies John 8.44.

The strategy of Jesus Christ - life-giver, truth and grace John 1.14

The Satanic Method. Satan reacts as revelation unfolds. Always remember revelation is the truth of God. Satan must endeavour to destroy this by counteracting with a lie; i.e., Satan's insinuation to Eve "hath God said?"

Satan's aim - to be like the Most High, that is, to possess Heaven and earth. Satan, therefore, is intent on possessing the throne of both the universal and the mediatorial kingdoms.

Satan's attack centres on the Covenants. God has promised to intervene guaranteeing that Satan will never finally triumph. 1 Cor. 10.13

God's interventions from the universal kingdom. God does this in two ways​

1.) Providentially, 2.) Under events which are termed the arm of the Lord.

1. Providentially i.e., the control of second causes. Some examples:

Exodus 10.13 God brought an East wind bringing the locusts

1 Kings 17.4 The ravens fed Elijah.

Esther 6.1 The Lord brought insomnia to the king.

Exodus 14.21 The Red Sea was swept aside by an East wind.

2. The arm of the Lord i.e., God's direct intervention by supernatural means. See Psalm 148.8 - fire, hail, snow and vapours, stormy wind fulfilling His word. Pharaoh's challenge Ex 5.2, God's direct reply Ex 14.27-28.

In these two methods, God's purpose is 1.) to keep covenant and 2.) to give an open display to God's people. Deut. 4.34-35 see Isaiah 37.36-38. Satan was about to extinguish the lamp of Judah thus bringing God's covenant promises to an end. The angel of the Lord, the pre-incarnate Christ, intervened. The final revelation of the arm of the Lord is in Rev. 19.11-16. Messiah Jesus will personally bring in the mediatorial kingdom in order to fulfil the covenants God made with Israel. 
Satan's method imitates God's method. Remember Satan has a rulership in heaven and on earth. He is described in Scripture as the anointed cherub and the god of this world.

I. Satan's use of the Providential method.

Job 1.6-7,14-19 Satan used the Sabeans, fire from heaven, the Chaldeans and a great wind. Mark 4.38-41 The Lord rebuked the wind. In the original, it is said that the Lord rebuked him.
Paul's experience on his journey to Rome. Acts 27.14-15,28.3-5.

Satan's direct intervention Job 2.6-7.

2 Cor. 12.7 The description is the messenger of Satan

1 Thess. 2.18, Luke 4.1-2 Satan's final direct intervention will be in the bringing forth of

the seed, the antichrist.

Rev 13.1-3 Note: Satan makes a covenant with Israel which will be an effort to mirror the

New Covenant. The false prophet brings fire from heaven mimicking Pentecost.

But God has made provision for His people. 1 Cor. 10.13, Job 2.6 The Lord's prayer emphasises this (Luke 11.4) "deliver us from the Evil One".

The War of the Kingdoms demonstrated.

The promise Genesis 3.15

Remember this glorious promise is foundational. From this promise arises the covenant, the coming Redeemer and the final setting up of the mediatorial kingdom. Remember Satan acts to thwart God's purposes following revelation.

Satan acts - Cain murders Abel (thinking Abel to be the seed of the woman 1 John 3.10​12).

God acts - a godly son to Adam and Eve, Seth means substitute. The seed of the woman is to come through the line of Seth see Luke 3.23-38.

Satan acts - the perversion of the human race including the godly line.

God acts - Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. God brings the judgement of the Flood. Gen. 5.6-29, 6.8-9

Satan acts - Nimrod, Satan's man produces a false religion and a satanic globalisation of government and commerce. Gen. 10.8-9, 11.4

God acts - the bringing in of languages, the production of nations and the scattering of the population. Gen. 11.8

Conclusion: It will be seen how Satan reacted to the Genesis 3.15 promise in an effort to thwart God's programme. However, God's promises and purpose prevailed.

God's first step in the Redemption programme

The following is a brief survey as to how Satan reacted to the covenants God made with Israel as they unfolded over the ages.

God acts - the Abrahamic Covenant.

Satan acts - Abraham doubted God's word and married Hagar Gen. 16.4

God acts -the product Ishmael (Gen. 16.12) described as a wild man. God used the product of

Ishmael to chastise the nation and this chastisement is continuing to this day. From this wild man came the Arab nation and Islam.

Satan acts - Abraham is tempted to lie to Pharaoh in Egypt about his relationship to Sarah. Gen. 12.13

God acts - the Lord plagued Pharaoh. Gen. 12.17

Satan acts - Sarah is tempted with unbelief. Gen 18.12

God acts - a miraculous birth ensues. Gen 18.14.

Satan acts - Abraham lies about Sarah to Abimelech. Gen. 20.2.

God acts - a direct revelation given to Abimelech. Gen. 20.3-4. Subsequently, Sarah conceived Isaac of Abraham - see Gen. 21. The dangers of these attacks should not be minimised. God's whole redemption programme hinged on the promised son Isaac.

Satan acts - Isaac lies about Rebeckah to Abimelech of the Philistines. Gen. 26.6-7

God acts - Abime1ech looked out a window. Gen 26.8

Satan acts - Isaac's preference for Esau. Gen. 25.28. Isaac knew that the promises rested in Jacob Gen 25.23.

Satan acts - Esau is tempted to slay Jacob. Gen. 27.41

Satan acts - Jacob flees from Laban. Gen. 31.17-18. Remember Laban's aim at the instigation of Satan was to destroy Jacob. Gen. 31. 22-23.

God acts - Laban is warned. Gen. 31.24

It will be seen therefore how Satan fully understood God's strategy and used every wicked device to thwart it.

Israel's move to Egypt

Satan acts -the nation was taken up with idolatry. Ezek. 23 note especially verse 3. Satan also employed the tool of genocide. Ex 1.22 - every male child had to be killed. Remember Satan's method - murder.

God acts - Ex 2.1-2 The faith of Moses and his parents Amram and Jochebed. See Ex 2.1-2,

Heb. 11.23 Thus God preserved the nation.

Satan's attack against the Theocracy under the terms of the Mosaic Covenant

Remember the terms of the covenant: Israel was to be a kingdom of priests and to bring blessing to the earth. When the nation left Israel there were many unregenerate included in the company. It was a mixed multitude. Satan worked on the unregenerate to bring God's condemnation on the people.

Satan acts - Pharaoh’s army attacks. Satan incites the people Ex 14.12 Let us alone.

God acts -Ex 14.13-14 The army destroyed.

Satan acts - the Amalekites. These were the product of godless Esau. Ex 17.8

God acts - Ex 17.14 "For I will utterly put out the remembrance of the Amalekites."

Satan acts - at Kadesh Barnea the nation rebelled and wanted to return to Egypt- Num. 14.4.

God acts - judgement, but faithful Caleb and Joshua preserved to enter with the little ones into the promised land. This was done by faith Num. 14.31.

The nation's entry into the Promised Land.

Satan acts - the sin of Achan Joshua 7.21

God acts - judgement of Achan and the promise Joshua 8.1. "And the Lord said unto Joshua, 'Fear not, neither be thou dismayed'."

Satan acts - Judges 1.21, the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites; Judges 1.27,

Manasseh did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth Shean.

God acts'" in judgement Judges 2.3 "Wherefore I also said, 'I will not drive them out from before you, but they shall be thorns in your side and their god shall be a snare unto you.'"

In Judges there were 7 major apostasies. The spiral down and the seven major apostasies were as follows: Sin, servitude, supplication, salvation, silence.

The need for a king. This was recognised in Judges 21.25.

Satan acts - 1 Sam 8.5 - "now make us a king to judge us like all the nations." It was God's will for a king, but not one like the nations.

God acts - 1 Sam 16.1 "Go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite for I have provided me a king from among his sons." David was the man after God's own heart.

The Davidic Covenant

Satan acts - Saul seeks to destroy David. 2 Sam20.30-31

God acts - God's providential protection. For instance, Saul and the cave. The whole army is sleeping. 1 Sam 24, 1 Sam 26

Satan acts - Solomon marries Pharaoh’s daughter. I Kings 3.1-3. God acts - judgement -the rise of Jeroboam 1 Kings 11.31

Satan acts - his use of the Assyrians to bring (a.) idolatry, (b.) destruction of God's people, (c.) deportation of the 10 tribes in 722BC and (d.) the rise of Sennacherib.

God acts - Isaiah 37.36 - the angel of the Lord slays 185,000 Assyrians.

Satan acts - the corruption of Jehoiakim Jer.36.23.

God acts - judgement - Jer. 36.30-31 - the blood curse brought upon the Davidic line which

brought forth the glorious Virgin Birth. Matt. 1.1-17, Luke 3.23-38

Thus, since the Davidic covenant was fulfilled in Christ and Christ is now at the Father's right hand, the covenant is secure. Satan must now resort to other means.

Satan's attack against the Deuteronomic Covenant (the covenant of the return)

The return under Zerubbabel- only 50,000 returned. There was apathy and corruption – see Haggai and Ezra and Nehemiah. Satan endeavoured to exterminate the nation by genocide see Esther and Haman. Remember God's providential dealing - "that night could not the king sleep". Esther 6.1.

The present situation: Israel, a nation state, but more Jews are still outside the land. Satan is seeking to exterminate them both. Remember the Satanic method: lies and murder.

Satan's attack against the New Covenant.

Remember this was inaugurated at Pentecost. Acts 2

God acts - the offer of the covenant to Israel Acts 3.17-26.

Satan acts - Act 4.1-3 - rejected by the rulers of Israel. The final rejection by Israel was marked by the death of Stephen Acts 7.54-60. Israel is now set aside, but Israel will one day repent in fulfilment of the new covenant.

God acts -the choosing of the bride of Christ Acts 11.19-22. NB after Stephen's death, Gentiles were saved.

Satan's attack against the church. This theme will be taken up later in the study.
The reason for the prophetic Scriptures

1. Confirmatory Luke 24.8 - "and they remembered His words". John 2.22 - "the disciples remembered that He said this unto them and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said." Also Acts 11.16, Luke 21.28

2. Fellowship' Gen 18.'17 - "Shall I hide from Abraham" John 15.15

3. Encouragement I Thess. 4.18,. 2 Thess. 2.16-17 Note always the reference to our blessed hope

4. Warning Rev 3.1 1,2.25, 1 John 3.3 Ex. 28.35 The high priest within the holy of holies had bells on the garments. They were in the Hebrew clock bells, or warning bells. This is of course, a type of our Lord when He comes back the second time without reference of sin to salvation. 

Conclusion: Fulfilled prophecy confirms a correct hermeneutic. See Deut 18.22 Fulfilled prophecy has always been fulfilled literally. We must therefore, look for an equally literal fulfilment for prophetic events which are still future.

I. Prophecy - the foretelling of history in advance.

Reference should be made to the timeline. Examples: Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem - prophesied in Zech 9.9, 487BC.

Daniel 9.25 - prophesied 538BC, literally fulfilled on 6 April AD 32. The prophetic event was therefore, fulfilled in history and has now passed into history. Example: Jesus' crucifixion Is. 53 - prophesied 712BC, fulfilled 11 April AD 32. The event is now history.

II. Prophecy and History focus on the five covenants with Israel.

A. All the covenants were established in history, i.e., the Abrahamic, Mosaic, the return, Davidic and new covenants

B. None of the covenants have run their course and are thus still the subject of prophecy. Abrahamic - Heb. 11.16 the city sought for by Abraham and prophesied in the closing chapters of Ezekiel are still future.

Mosaic - Israel is still suffering under the terms of the curses.

Covenant of the Return - Israel is still scattered.

Davidic - the Davidic throne is still vacant in Jerusalem.

New Covenant - the kingdom and subjects are not yet established.

BUT ALL THE COVENANTS HAVE HAD A PARTIAL FULFILLMENT.

III. Prophecy focuses on Israel

Reason: because of the covenants. Thus, the Scriptures are about one nation Israel. Powerful nations are mentioned in Scripture only because of their contact with Israel.

IV. The church and prophecy.

This is scant compared to Israel. The history of the church is given in Rev 2.1-3.22. It commences with the loss of its first love and ends with apostasy. Apostasy will mark the final era of the church. 2 Thess. 2.3, 1 Tim 4.1-2, Jude 18-19, 2 Peter 3.3-4. The reason for the apostasy? The Lord's interview with Peter and John should be considered. John 21.20-24. Peter the apostle to the Jews was guaranteed death. At this stage, Israel would be set aside. John was given the possibility of the rapture. The Lord had explained this event in John 14.1-6. The Scriptures teach the imminence of the rapture. 1 Thess. 4.15​-18. Many events may take place, but NO EVENT NEED TAKE PLACE. Through Satan's corruption within the church on the understanding of the covenants, apostasy will mark the dominant feature of the church in end times. This will be discussed in more detail later.

V. Prophecy is of vital interest to the church.

2 Peter 1. 15-21 Note:"the light that shineth in a dark place". Luke 21.28. The church's greatest joy should be to await the wedding feast of the Lamb.

The interpretation of Prophecy.

It is absolutely essential for God's children to have an overall view of God's programme from eternity past to eternity future. The story line of Scripture must be grasped. The following facts should be noted:

1. A succession of events.

2. The succession of events and the time frame.

3. The vantage point in time and history. For instance, when Ezekiel foretold future events, he

told them from the vantage point of an exile in Babylon.

4. The importance of the literal, grammatical historical interpretation of the prophets.

5. The progressive unfolding and outworking of revelation.

A. There was no revelation of a Redeemer until after the fall.

B. There was no revelation of the church, the Bride of Christ, until after the rejection of Israel.

C. There was no complete revelation of Christ's two comings until after our Lord's rejection by Israel in the first coming.

Further points to be noted:

All prophecy in Scripture concerns Gen. 3.15.

1. The crushing of Satan's head i.e., Satan and his regal authority must be removed (a.) from heaven and (b.) from earth. (Hell was prepared for the Devil and his angels Matt 25.41. No human being need to go to hell as redemption has been provided.)

2. The establishment of the Messiah Jesus in the mediatorial kingdom until all enemies are defeated. 1 Cor. 15.25

3. The universal and mediatorial kingdoms must be made one. 1 Cor. 15.24, Rev. 21.3

The failure and setting aside of Israel under the terms of the Mosaic Covenant

The failure concerned Israel and the succession of mediatorial rulers i.e., Moses, the judges and the monarchy.

Moses - Deut. 32.51

The judges - Judges 21.25

The monarchy - 2 Chron. 36.9-10

Thus. God brought upon Israel the curses of the Mosaic Covenant:

1. They were removed from the land.

2. They were scattered amongst the Gentiles.

3. They had no shepherd to rule.

This is Israel's position today.

The Prophecy of the time of this judgement Ex 20.1-6

The first two commandments 
I-thou shalt have no other gods before me

2-no idols or idol worship.

Note: Israel's history was a catalogue of blatant flouting of these two commandments.

The Prophecy concerning these two commandments

1. The iniquity visited upon the third and fourth generations of God-haters.

2. Mercy shown to a remnant. What is to be understood by the word generation? Gen. 15.13​-16 gives a clue. Here it is indicated that one generation is equivalent to 100 years. Israel was to be in Egypt for 4 generations and, in fact, were there for 400 years.

The starting time for this prophecy must be from the time of the anointing of the God-appointed king i.e., David. The anointing occurred in 1022BC. 3 generations would run until 722BC. This was the time of the Assyrian captivity when the 10 northern tribes were removed from the land. See 2 Kings 17.6-7,16,18. The fourth generation would extend to 622BC. In 2 Kings 22.10-11, God's pronouncement impending judgement on Israel, however, verses 19 and 20 indicate that on account of Josiah's repentance and reforms, the judgement would be delayed during the course of his lifetime. The first captivity occurred in 605BC and in 597 Jehoiachin, the last legitimate king was deported. In 586, the desolation of Jerusalem occurred. There was therefore a delay of36 years. Nevertheless, the judgement was pronounced at the time of the fourth generation, namely 622BC. Thus, the full weight of the curses of the Mosaic Covenant fell upon Israel under the terms of the Mosaic Covenant.

God's disciplinary procedure.

Modern employment legislation indicates that before a person can be dismissed, there must be a verbal warning, written warning and a final written warning. God took a similar disciplinary procedure with Israel

The official declaration of judgement made in Jerusalem. Jeremiah 25.11

The official declaration of judgement made in Babylon. This warning comprises much of the prophecy of Ezekiel. The ejection from the land would commence the period in the times of the Gentiles. see Luke 21.24. It will subsequently be seen that God's disciplinary procedure was repeated following Israel's rejection of the Messiah at the time of our Lord's crucifixion and also following Pentecost.
.

This period would take the form of four world empires. See Daniel 1-2, 8

Daniel 1.1-2 The events of 605BC

1. The commencement of70 years captivity.

2. The commencement of the times of the Gentiles.

3. The imposition of the Mosaic Covenant curses. Dec 606BC - The imposition of the blood  curse on the Messianic line Jer.36.30-31. This took place when Jehoiachin rejected God's word and brought this shocking judgement on the Messianic line.

The scope of the prophetic revelation at the time of Daniel.

Daniel had a knowledge of:

1. The covenants God made with Israel including the New Covenant. This came through Jeremiah and Ezekiel.

2. The Mosaic Covenant curses.

3. The pronouncement of the 70-years captivity which came through Jeremiah the prophet.

Daniel's Problem

How was God going to fulfil His oath-bound covenants and bring in everlasting righteousness in the mediatorial kingdom?

God showed mercy.

It will be recalled that under the terms of the Mosaic Covenant that although God would bring judgement at the time of the third and fourth generations, there would be mercy shown to a remnant. This mercy is shown in Daniel 1.8. "Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself." Dan 1.17 - God gave Daniel knowledge and skill (the words of the Lord Jesus should be recalled in that we have been gifted with the Holy Spirit in order to give us understanding of the prophetic Scriptures)

The Dream Vision of Nebuchadnezzar Dan 2.1-6

One of the clues to understanding what is going on here is to recognise that Nebuchadnezzar was deeply suspicious of the wise men. He had watched his father, Nabopolassar, duped by them.

In verses 5 and 8, Nebuchadnezzar does not suggest that the dream had gone from him, but the commandment to kill the wise men had been irrevocably stated.

Verse 11. The admission of the wise men that only the gods could reveal such a dream must have infuriated Nebuchadnezzar. The wise men up to that time had been suggesting otherwise.

Verse 12 On discovering the wise men were charlatans, Nebuchadnezzar's fury could only be assuaged by their execution.

Four points are revealed in verses 17-18:

1. The prayer of faith

2. The matter revealed.

3. The recognition of the Abrahamic Covenant see verse 23 "0 God of my fathers"

4. The fact that there is a God in heaven.

The Revelation DanieI2.31-35

It should be noted that there is a 4+ 1 formula. 4 Gentile kingdoms to whom Israel would be subject followed by Messiah's kingdom. This formula will be repeated in chapter 8.

The Interpretation Verses 36-43

4 types of metal are indicated representing 4 world empires which takes in the period of the times of the Gentiles.

1. The head of gold - Babylon.

2. The arms and breasts of silver - Medo-Persia.

3. The belly and thighs of brass - Greece.

4. The legs of iron - Rome.

The feet and toes are shown to be a mixture of iron and clay. The 10 toes are discovered to be 10 nations being a federation of the previous empire, namely Rome.

The setting up of the Mediatorial kingdom of Messiah Jesus DanieI2.44-45

In the days of those kings, i.e., the 10-nation federation in Europe, will Messiah's kingdom be set up. It should be noted that Daniel states the dream as certain and the interpretation as sure.

History has proved the accuracy of this most remarkable prophecy.

God's expansion of the vision to Daniel regarding the four world empires. Daniel 7

Daniel2 indicated the world empires from the position of godless Nebuchadnezzar. Now the four world empires are seen from God's perspective.

Daniel7.1 - the time of the vision. It was in the first year of Belshazzar in the year 553BC.

Belshazzar would be age 23. On 13 October 539, when Belshazzar was only 37 he would be killed and the great Neo-Babylonian empire would be brought to an end and the Medo-Persian empire would commence. NB the 4+ 1 formula as seen in Chapter 2 would be repeated i.e., 4 world empires, then God's kingdom.

Verse 2 - The four winds and the great sea. This speaks of Satan's demonic spirits and the great sea- mankind under Satanic influence.

Verse 3 - four beasts out of the sea i.e., world empires

Verse 4 - Babylon depicted - equivalent to the head of gold in Daniel 2. The empire lasted from

620-538BC

Verse 5 - The Medo-Persian empire. This is depicted in the silver aspect of Nebuchadnezzar’s image. The empire lasted from 539-331BC. The 3 ribs in the mouth of the lob-sided bear represent 1.Libya 2. Babylon 3. Egypt

Verse 6 - Greece. This is the bronze nation which lasted from 323 -63bc

Verse 7 - Rome. 10 horns are shown on this nondescript beast representing the 10 toes in Nebuchadnezzar's image.

Verse 8 - the introduction to the little horn known later as the antichrist. The fourth empire is

seen in 3 stages.

1. The beast stage. This was at the zenith of its power at the time of our Lord.

2. The 10 horn stage. This is still future when there will be a revival of the ancient Roman empire in the form of 10 nations.

3. The little horn stage. This will be the period which will last for a period of seven years when the seed of the serpent will hold sway.

Verse 9 _ Thrones set in place. And the throne of God the Father. This is none other than the throne of God's universal kingdom.

Verse 10 _ reference is made to the Pharaoh's dream. This refers to judgement and note that judgement begins in heaven see Rev 12.7-10. This astonishing passage indicates war in heaven.
Satan's mediatorial rulership in heaven will be removed forever.
Verses 11-12 - Satan's final demise.
Verses 13-14 _ The throne of the second person of the Godhead. This is none other that the Great Mediatorial Ruler, the seed of the woman, God's anointed.

Satan's mediatorial rulership on earth is crushed as depicted in Genesis 3.15. see verses 23-27

1. Note verse 25 - The little horn, the seed of the serpent will (a.) speak great words of blasphemy against the Most High, (b.) wear out the saints, that is Israel and (c.) think to change times and laws.

2. Verse 26 - The little horn's dominion removed, that is, the dominion stolen from Adam.

3. Verse 27 _ The kingdom and dominion and greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven given to the saints of the Most High. This makes reference to Israel but will include the church which will share Christ's throne. This remarkable verse indicates that the mediatorial kingdom will be restored to the Messiah Jesus and the saints.

God's time-scale for the establishment of His Mediatorial Kingdom Daniel 9

Verse 1 _ The time of the revelation and the prayer of Daniel. 13 October 539 marked the end of the Babylonian empire. Thus, this revelation would be given to Daniel during the period 538​ 537 BC

Verse 2 _ The reason for Daniel's prayer. Jeremiah 25.11-12 indicated the period for the captivity. This commenced in 605 BC so it meant that the captivity must end in 535 BC; therefore, Israel must move by 536. NB It was due to Daniel's reading of the prophetic Scriptures that caused him to pray as he did and resulted in this incredible revelation being given to God's faithful servant. Satan would keep God's people back from the study of the prophetic Scriptures.

Daniel's model prayer Daniel9.3-19

Verse 4 _ God keeps covenant and mercy with His people. Mercy is the Hebrew word Hassed which specifically makes reference to a love which keeps a covenant. The covenant in mind is the Abrahamic covenant see Heb 6.13-20.

Verses 16-19 - Note the reference to Jerusalem and the sanctuary. This makes reference to the Davidic covenant see Psalm 48.1-2. Flavious Josephus has a fascinating comment on this event.

Cyrus was shown the ancient scroll of Isaiah 45.1-4. The prophecy, Josephus notes, was made 140 years before the temple was destroyed. Josephus declares accordingly when Cyrus read this and admired the Divine power an earnest desire and ambition seized upon him to fulfil what was written; so he called for the most imminent Jews that were in Babylon and said to them that he gave them leave to go back to their own country and to rebuild their city Jerusalem and the temple of God for that he would be their assistant and he would write to the rulers and governors that were in the neighbourhood of the country of Judea that they should contribute to them gold and silver for the building of the temple, and besides this, beasts for the sacrifices. Josephus goes on to say Cyrus also sent back with them the vessels of God which king Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged out of the temple and carried to Babylon. This event was prophesied by Jeremiah the prophet.

Daniel's model prayer

1. Daniel looked to God's Word (he had been studying the prophecy of Jeremiah).

2. Daniel looked to God. It states, I set my face to seek the Lord. V s 3

3. Daniel confessed. He said we have sinned.

4. Daniel made requests.

God's answer

1. It was made on the basis of shed blood. Dan 9.20-21 Gabriel arrived at 3pm, the time of the evening sacrifice and the time that the Lord dismissed His spirit at the feast of Passover.

2. On the basis of God's enablement. verse 22. Gabriel came to give Daniel understanding. see John 16.13 "The Holy Spirit", Jesus said, "will show you things to come."

3. On the basis of God's love. Verse 23 Daniel was greatly beloved. see Genesis 18 .17 The Lord said He would not hide the future from His friend Abraham.

Daniel's great prophecy of the 70 weeks. Daniel 9.24

1. The Hebrews say 70 sabua. This simply means a unit of 7. It turns out to be units of 7 years. Namely, 490 prophetic or Jewish years of 360 days.

2. The prophecy concerns

A. "'thy people" i.e., Israel

B. "'thy holy city Jerusalem" Note that the church is not involved in this prophecy.

Conclusions thus far:

l. God has revealed a succession of world empires. Israel will be in subjection to these empires. The period is referred to by Christ as the times of the Gentiles.

2. The revelation includes the rise and the crushing of the beast, i.e., the antichrist and his kingdom.

3. The setting up of Messiah's kingdom. Remember the 4+ 1 formula. Now God provides a time-scale for these events.

The events which will be accomplished in the 70 weeks of Daniel 9 i.e., 490 years

6 accomplishments are noted.

1. to finish the transgression (for Israel)

2. to make an end of sins (Israel's sins are piling up in the refusing of the Messiah)

3. to make atonement for iniquity. This makes reference to redemption through the cross.

4. To bring in everlasting righteousness i.e., to crush Satan's head and to bring in the kingdom

5. To seal up the vision and prophecy i.e., all the events prophesied during the 490-year term will be accomplished.

6. To anoint the Most Holy place i.e., the sanctuary in Jerusalem, for service. see Ezek. 40-48

The starting point of the 490 years period

1. The command to restore and to build Jerusalem. See Nehemiah 1.3, 2.4-8 This date is 14 March 445 BC

2. The period of7 weeks i.e., 49 years, restoring the city.

3. 62 weeks, a further period to Messiah the prince i.e., Jesus. Thus, from the command to rebuild Jerusalem to Messiah is 483 years or 69 weeks. The dates are from 14 March 445 BC to 6 April AD 32. 483x360 days = 173,880 days. On the Gregorian calendar, this is 476 years x 365 = 173,740 days + 116 days in leap years for the period 14 March to 6 April 24 days equalling 173,880 days. 6 April AD 32 was the date that our Lord rode into Jerusalem presenting Himself to Israel as their Messiah.

4. The Messiah will be cut off and have nothing (verse 26). Two facts are indicated: 
a. Messiah will suffer a violent death

b. and have nothing indicates will not receive the kingdom.

5. The Prince that will come. This turns out to be the antichrist who will be a Roman prince.

6. The people of the prince that will come. This refers to the Roman army which destroyed Jerusalem in AD 70. The army operated under the general-ship of Titus.

7. Desolations determined. This means that there will be no temple in operation during the period following AD 70. NB The verse says to the end of the war, desolations are determined - this indicates the war of AD 70 will end with a similar Roman ruler, namely Antichrist.

The significant events of antichrist during the future seven-year tribulation period. Verse 27

1. There is a gap between the 69th and 70th weeks due to Israel's rejection of their Messiah.

2. Antichrist will make a binding covenant with Israel. This covenant mimics the new covenant. Remember, Satan will attack to the very end, God's covenants with Israel. It should be noted that the covenant is made with many, but not all Israelites because God will still have a faithful remnant.

3. For seven years. This is thus a future event: Daniel's 70th week.

4. "In the midst of the week", that is, after 3 1/2 years, Antichrist will cause the sacrificial system to cease. NB There will be a temple in Jerusalem and a sacrificial system in operation at this time.

5. "Make desolate" i.e., Antichrist will do something that God hates. This will be an idol in the temple - see Ezekiel 8.5. This idol is referred to as an idol of jealousy. This brought God's judgement of desolations during the time of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. See Rev. 13.11-17 NB verse 15.2 Thess. 2.3-4, Matt 24.15,21

6. "And that determined shall be poured upon the desolater." This is set out in Rev 19.11​16,20. This event is the crushing of the serpent's head.

Conclusion:

1. The covenants established with Israel will be accomplished and fulfilled in a 490-year period.

2. At the end of this period, Satan's rule will be crushed and Messiah's mediatorial kingdom established.

3. There will however, be a gap between the 69th and 70th weeks. This was a mystery undisclosed in Old Testament prophecy.

A brief survey of Old Testament prophets and their prophecies culminating in the grand prophecies of Zechariah and Haggai.

Malachi was the only prophet to follow Zechariah and Haggai.

A. Introduction

1. God used human agency in a historical setting. (2 Peter 1.20, Daniel 10.1) The reason for this is that Satan must be defeated through man on planet earth. See Job's experience. Satan's demise will be accomplished by the man Christ Jesus.

2. Revelation came without a clear time perspective 1 Peter 1.10-11. Note the doubt was over the time element; the facts were never in doubt.

Illustrations:
l. Isaiah 61.1-2 compare with Luke 4.16-21
2. The dangers of a strict chronology can be seen in Isaiah 9.6-7. A literal child was born, he will sit upon a literal throne. Allegorization should never be indulged in, in order to fit the facts into an unbroken chronology.

3. The chronological order is sometimes reversed in Scripture - see Isaiah 65.17 – The new heaven and earth in Isaiah equates to Revelation 21.1 i.e., the eternal state. However, Isaiah 65.18-25 indicates a millennial scene prior to the eternal state.

3. The literal interpretation must always be applied. See Luke 24.27 "and beginning from Moses and all the prophets, He interpreted to them in all the Scriptures, the things concerning Himself'. See 2 Timothy 2.15 - There must be a right division of the Word of Truth. Israel should never be equated or confused with the church. Recognise God's time periods i.e., the period of the Theocracy in the Old Testament, the period of the Church Age, the period of the Great Tribulation, the period of the Millennial kingdom. The Scriptures should always be rightly divided, recognising the separate and different periods.

4. The coming mediatorial kingdom is related to history and the previous Theocracy.

a. The former dominion - Micah 4.8 - When Micah refers to the former dominion, he has in mind the previous Old Testament Theocracy see Ezekiel 47.13-14 "'this land shall fall to you for an inheritance". This makes reference to the covenanted land which was part of the Old Testament Theocracy.

b. The former dynasty - Amos 9.11 - "in that day I will raise up the former tabernacle of David that is fallen". see also Psalm 24.4-10, 1 Chron. 25 and 26 refer to David's singers, porters, instrumentalists, etc. all of these will be raised up in the last days (see Psalm 110.1)

c. The former nation. Jeremiah 31.10 - He that scatters Israel will gather him.

5. The mediatorial king in prophecy.

a. The seed of the woman Isaiah 9.6 A child is born and his name shall be called the Mighty God.

Daniel 7.13-14 Jesus referred to as Son of Man.

Isaiah 49.1 He will come from the mother's womb see also Isaiah 7.14 a virgin's womb.

Isaiah 53.2 He will grow up.

Micah 5.2 He will be born in Bethlehem.

b. The Lord from heaven 1 Corinthians 15.47. the second man is the Lord from heaven, but also the last Adam 1 Cor. 15.45.

Isaiah 7.14 Emmanuel, God with us.

Isaiah 9.6 His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 35.4 "Your God will come and save you."

Zephaniah 3 .15 " The king of Israel, even Jehovah, is in the midst of thee, thou shalt not fear evil any more."

Zechariah 14.16-17 "The nations worship the king whose name is Jehovah of Hosts."

Isaiah 44.6 "I am the first and the last and beside me there is no God." See Psalms 2,24,72,110; Joel3, Micah 4, Zechariah 14, Malachi 3 and 4

c. The king is the provider of salvation see Isaiah 53.4-6, 11, Hebrews 9.11-15. Note the reference that this will be under the terms of the new covenant.

Psalm 22.1 the cross; Psalm 22.22 the resurrection; see John 20.17 "go to my brethren" and see Hebrews 2.11,12.

The provider of salvation is referred to in Zechariah 3.8-9 as the Branch representing our Lord's first coming and the Engraved stone the Lord's second coming; the engravings representing our Lord's wounds (see Isaiah 53.10 - it pleased the Lord to bruise Him.) The hymn put it well: Crown Him the Lord of love, behold His hands and side, those wounds yet visible above in beauty glorified. This beautifully describes the engraved stone representing our Lord's second coming.

d. The provider of the resurrection Isaiah 26.19. Note the feast of first fruits (Lev 23.9-11) equates to 1 Cor. 15.23. Daniel 12.2 "Many that sleep in the dust of the earth shall wake." Note that the Holy Spirit has been very precise - it states that many shall wake, but not all shall wake.

Psalm 23.4 Death is simply a shadow for the believer.

Jesus, the Great I AM, see Exodus 3.14-15, John 8.58 our Lord said before

Abraham was I AM.

Our Lord's confrontation with the Sadducees (Matthew 22.32-33) speaks clearly of the resurrection. When Christ says God is not the God of the dead, but of the living, He was making a clear reference to the resurrection.

e. The provider of the restoration of the planet Act 3.19-21 speak of the times of restitution of all things. The expression is palin genesia, literally, genesis again. Our Lord used the same expression in Matthew 19.28 This is a clear indication that the planet will be restored to Eden-like conditions see Zechariah 14.6-7 - the prophet uses the expression at evening time it shall be light. In Genesis 1.3-5, it indicates that creation commenced with light. Remember the Jewish day normally started at evening with darkness, but as it was in the original creation, so will it be in the regeneration see Isaiah 30.26 and Romans 8.19-22. Thus, Eden will be restored see Ezekiel 34.26 - I will cause showers to come down in a season.

Isaiah 30.25 - this shall be upon every high mountain and upon every high hill rivers and streams of waters.

Isaiah 35.6-7 - in the wilderness, water shall break out and streams in the desert and the parched ground shall become a pool and the thirsty land, springs of water. Ezekiel 47.1-12 this talks about the river from the temple.

There will be changes in the animal world Hosea 2.18, Isaiah 11.6-8.

There will be no sickness or lame people Isaiah 35.5-6, Malachi 1.8, Isaiah 33.24, Ezekiel 47.12.

There will be long life Isaiah 65.22.

f. The priest-king ruler. Messiah Jesus will provide perfect rulership Zechariah 6.12-13, Psalm 110.4. This of course will be the fulfilment of the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel7.8-17).

g. The restorer of Israel, see Exodus 19.6 "Ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests." There was of course failure under the Mosaic law, but there will be no failure under the New Covenant. See Isaiah 61.6 - "Ye shall be named priests of the Lord; men shall call you the ministers of our God."

h. Blessing to the nations. At this time Jerusalem will be the centre - Isaiah 2.3 ​"Out of Zion shall go forth a law and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem." See also Zechariah 8.3, Isaiah 1.21,26; Isaiah 60.14,18, Isaiah 62.3,7; Zechariah 14.9 and the Lord shall be king. Zechariah 14. 16. This will of course all be the fulfilment of the Abrahamic Covenant.

6. The Kingdom will be spiritual Joel 2.28 "It shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh."

The prominency of salvation - God's salvation will be paramount in the kingdom Isaiah 61.10, Is 12.1-6, Is 52.7-10 "nations and the ends of the earth will see the salvation of God." Grace will be paramount in the kingdom. Grace will be recognised as providing God's love to all. This will counter the Devil's lie to our first parents Ps 45.2 "grace is poured into thy lips". Zechariah 12.10 the outpouring of the spirit of grace. Psalm 48.11 There will be grace and glory. God's righteousness will be paramount see Jeremiah 23.6 the Lord, our righteousness. Micah 7.19 sins will be cast into the depth of the sea. This, of course, will all be centred in the royal man Is 32.1-2 - "Behold, a king shall rule in righteousness and a man. . ." In the kingdom, the tangible fruits of the cross will be unmistakably displayed.

7. The coming kingdom will be ethical- Isaiah 40.4 - "and the crooked shall be made straight" .

a. Moral values will be changed. Isaiah 32.5

b. The standard will be God's Word. Psalm 119.105. God's Word will go forth from

Jerusalem Isaiah 2.3

c. There will be no prosperity for the wicked. Psalm 72 and 73

8. The king will introduce wide social effects.

a. Military warfare will be abolished. Isaiah 65.23,25. Psalm 46.9, Hosea 2.18, Micah 4.3, Isaiah 9.7

b. There will be complete social justice. Isaiah 65.21-22. There will be no more waste of human life in warfare or social injustices; no slums, no downtrodden, no poverty.

9. The coming kingdom will be political- Isaiah 9.6-7

The coming kingdom will have a world capital Isaiah 2.3-4, Ezek 43.1-7, Psalm 48.1-2 compare this with Isaiah 14.1-13. The expression the sides of the north is relevant as this makes reference to the temple in the millennial Jerusalem.
The language barrier will be solved. Zephaniah 3.9

The Day of the Lord and the Prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah

Some basic facts:

1. God created two realms, heaven and earth, for His own sovereign purpose Rev. 4.11.

Thus, God is ruler of heaven and earth - Gen. 14.18-19.

Note the reference to the Most High God, Possessor of heaven and earth.

Note Satan's aim: Isaiah 14.14 "I will be like the Most High." In making this declaration, Satan desires to possess heaven and earth.

2. As sovereign possessor, God has specific events in world history. Isaiah 45.1-4, Zech. 9.9, Luke 19.42, Acts 17.31

3. The Day of the Lord is God's intervention, par excellence.

a. God's enemies are judged - including the crushing of Satan's head. Isaiah 2.10-22

b. When God's purpose in history is accomplished, namely His glory. Isaiah 40.5,10-11

4. Past Days of the Lord Amos 5.18-19 - Note the use of the Assyrians to bring judgement during 722 BC

5. The future Day of the Lord

a. All nations will be judged. Isaiah 34.1-8, Obadiah 15

b. All the nations' armies will be gathered against Jerusalem - Zechariah 14.1-3, Joel 3.1​-16. Messiah Jesus will crush these armies. Rev. 19.11-21. Note 1 Thess. 5.1-11 which makes reference to this future Day of the Lord.

6. The future Day of the Lord is based on an Old Testament day. Such a day starts with darkness -Gen. 1.5 - "and the evening and the morning were the first day".

Thus, there is a two-fold nature of the future Day of the Lord

1. Darkness, evening representing judgements

2. Light, the day period representing blessing.

Satan's kingdom is darkness see Ephesians 6.12, Colossians 1.13. God's judgement will fall on Satan's kingdom. The Lord's kingdom is light 1 John 1.5.

To recapitulate so far:

The reason for the Day of the Lord: God's purpose for man is that he should be in God's image and have dominion Gen 1.26,28, Psalm 8.3-9.

Adam and Eve were duped by Satan and God's Theocratic rule which was meant to them was lost and relinquished to Satan. Satan subsequently usurped the rule - Luke 4.5-6, John 14.30, l John 5.19. This world is now a Satanocracy Isaiah 55.7-9.

God's purpose in World History:

To demonstrate His Sovereignty as King of the universal kingdom and mediatorial kingdom. In order to achieve this, God must have His Day. Isaiah 2.10-22. This will include the eviction of Satan from heaven and earth and will bring in unprecedented judgements.

The two-fold nature of the Day of the Lord (the charge from Maranatha - Renald Showers)

1. The broad sense - Gen 1.5 "and the evening and the morning were the first day". Diagram of the Two-fold Nature and the First Two Phases of the Future Day of the Lord.

[image: image2.emf]
2. The narrow sense - the evidence


(1) The world armies gather in Armageddon - this is the sixth bowl judgement Rev.


16.12-16 Thus, the seal trumpet and bowl judgements have run their course.


(2) Zechariah 14.1-5 and Joel3.9-16 It is indicated after armies are gathered together,


the Day of the Lord comes.


(3) The great and terrible day of the Lord. Joel2.30-32, Zechariah 14.1-4 relate to


the same event. Similarly, Matthew 24.29-30; 25.31, Revelation 19.11-12,15


refer to the same event.

Thus, there is (a.) a broad Day of the Lord and (b.) a narrow day of the Lord. The events of the narrow day, that is, the great and terrible Day of the Lord, include angelic armies against God's enemies - Matt. 13.40-42,49-50, Rev. 19.14 Satan's rule ended and the rebellion of mankind brought to a conclusion. See also Matthew 25.41-46, Luke 17.26​37, Rev. 19.17-20.3.

The Valley of Decision. Joe13.14

Decision is charats. It means to determine irrevocably.

[image: image3.emf]
Proof: See Joel 2.31 "the great and terrible day". In Malachi 4.5, the same words are used. Elijah must come prior to that day. Thus, Elijah will come in the seven-years tribulation period,. but prior to Christ's return.

(4) The Day of the Lord and Revelation


NB Revelation provides details of


1. The Day of the Lord i.e. in the broad sense. The seven years of tribulation is


the dark day of the Lord corresponding to judgement. The light day of the


Lord is the millennial 1000 years of blessing.


2. The Day of the Lord in the narrow sense is indicated in Christ's return.


3. Revelation provides details of the seven years night period

[image: image4.emf]
	 The first 3 1/2 years of Daniel's 70th week
	

	Matthew 24.5-7
	Rev.6.1-8.

	Beginning of Birth Pangs
	The first four seals

	 1. V s 5 False messiahs who will
	1. V s 21st Seal- Rider on white horse

	 mislead many
	is a false messiah.

	 2. Vs 6-7 wars, rumours of wars,
	2. V s 3-4 2nd Seal- Rider on red horse takes

	 nations rising against nations
	away peace from the earth

	 3. Vs 7 famines
	3. V s 5-6 3rd Seal- rider on black horse holding

	 
	balances represents famine

	 4. Vs 7 death through famines,
	4. Vs 7-8 4th Seal- rider of the pale horse

	 pestilences & earthquakes
	represents death through famine,

	 
	pestilence and wild beasts


The second 3 1/2 years of Daniel's 70th week. 
Titles:

1. The Great Tribulation

2. The time of Jacob's trouble

See The Division of Daniel's 70th Week chart

Events in the first half of Daniel's 70th week.

1. Antichrist will have made a binding covenant with many (not all) for a week, i.e., 7 years. 
2. There will be a temple in Jerusalem.

3. There will be a restored sacrificial system.

Events in the second half of this period. Dan 9.27

1. Antichrist will stop the sacrificial system.

2. Antichrist will demand universal worship.

3. Antichrist will announce himself as deity.

4. He will wage war against the saints, that is, Israel and those that accept the testimony of faithful Jews.

5. He will set up a detestable thing (an image, perhaps of himself, in the temple) - Daniel 9.27 describes this as the overspreading of abominations. This will be like a cancer. THEN shall be the Great Tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.

Remember that Rev. 12.7-10 and 13-16 describes this period. Note especially verse 12 – Satan in great wrath knowing that he hath but a short time. Satan's final option in order to defeat God is to crush Israel and thus to thwart God's covenant with His ancient people see Psalm 2.

The Great Event at the End of the Last 3 1/2 year Great Tribulation Period. 
This of course is the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord.

See The Division of Daniel's 70th Week chart

See Joel 2.30-32, Zechariah 14.1-4, Matthew 24.29-30, Matthew 25.31, Revelation 19.11-12,15


[image: image5.emf]
See Acts 2.15-21 The Holy Spirit came. Any may call upon the name of the Lord and be saved BUT the signs never came. Israel refused the offer.

Conclusion:

1. All Old Testament prophecy culminates in the Day of the Lord in the broad sense.

The judgements correspond to the night period of the Day of the Lord when Satan is crushed. The blessings correspond to the light period of the Day of the Lord equating to the Mediatorial kingdom.

2. The blessings, these are the fulfilment of the covenant God made with Israel.

3. The focal point is the narrow Day of the Lord, that is, the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord. This of course is Christ's actual coming Rev. 19.

The prophecy of Zechariah

1. The last of the prophets, save Malachi.

2. Zechariah gathered up and amplified the prophecies of the major prophets, namely Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel.

3. Zechariah gave concise information on the Day of the Lord in the broad sense.

The Time of the Revelation - 520 BC

Remember the background:

605 BC - the beginning of the captivity

587 BC - the fall of Jerusalem, desolations commenced

536 BC - the return of the captors under Zerrubbabel

516 BC - the temple completed. At the time of the prophecies, Zechariah was a young priest,

 
probably as young as 20.

The return after 70 years captivity.

The importance of the task must be underlined. For Messiah's first coming there was the requirement of a temple 
the city of Jerusalem must be intact 
Israel had to be in their covenanted land operating as a nation 
rulers of the people who were in a position to make a decision on behalf of the nation.

The Eight Night Visions

1. The red horse rider among the myrtle trees. Zechariah 1.7-17.

This depicts reconnaissance angels under the direction of Messiah Jesus. The report is that there is peace in the world save in Jerusalem (vs 11). The prayer of the pre-incarnate Christ in verse 12 is that there should be mercy shown to Jerusalem. This prophecy illustrates the first half of Daniel's 70th week. It is called by some theologians the False Millennium. This is the covenant which brings a short period of peace which the antichrist will make with the many for one week.


2. The four horns and the four smiths. Zechariah 1.18-21.

The four horns scatter Judah, Israel and Jerusalem. These depict the four world empires, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome. The horns become smiths, but the final smith is the smiting stone of Danie12 and Daniel 7; namely, Messiah Jesus.

3. The man with the measuring line. Zechariah 2.1-13.


This depicts the measuring of Jerusalem.


(1) verses 1-3 the surveyor. This is the pre-incarnate Christ.


(2) The promises proceed from the vision

(a)Verse 4 Jerusalem will prosper

(b) Verse 5 Jerusalem will be Divinely protected

(c) Verses 6-7 Israel will be restored.

(3) the nations are judged vs 8-9

(4) the earth prepared for millennial blessing

(a) vs 10 Messiah is in the midst.

(b) vs 11 salvation to the nations

(c) vs 12 promises to Israel i.e., the land in Jerusalem. (d) vs 13 personal and visible coming of the Messiah.

4. Restoration of Israel as a High-priestly nation. Zechariah 3.1-10.

(1) vs 1-3 Israel defiled and condemned under the figure of Joshua the High Priest.

(2) Israel pardoned and reinstated as an elect nation under the figure of Joshua

(3) vs 8-10 Israel pardoned and restored under Messiah figured as the branch and the stone representing the first and second comings of Christ.
5. The golden lamp stand and the two olive trees. Zechariah 4.1-14.

This depicts Israel as the light of the world under the rulership of Messiah as Priest and King. There are eight promises of encouragement ​

1.) vs 6 -the temple is to be completed by Divine power.

2.) vs 7 - every obstacle will be removed.

3.) vs 7 -the temple will be completed with joy.

4.) vs 8-9 - Zerrubbabel's hands will complete the work.

5.) vs 9 - God's Word will be fulfilled.

6.) vs 10 - critics of God's work will be silenced.

7.) vs 10 - well-wishers will rejoice.

8.) vs 10 - God's wisdom and care will be magnified.

This should be personal encouragement for every child of God.

NB God's Word will be fulfilled for Israel. The covenants were confirmed with an oath. The anointed ones represent (1) Joshua and Zerrubbabel and finally, in the millennial (2) Messiah Jesus is priest-king.
6. The vision of the flying scroll. This depicts the destruction of sinners and the rod of iron rule of the millennium Zechariah 5.1-4. The roll depicted as the size of the sanctuary i.e., the holy place. The two sins, theft and perjury, taken from the centre of both tables of the law - table 1 Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and will all thy might. Table 2 Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. The judgement thus is according to God's standards. This rule will apply at the beginning and during the millennial rule.
7. The woman and the ephah. Zechariah 5.5-11.

Depicts the removal of ecclesiastical and commercial wickedness from the millennial earth.

Remember the 2 Babylons. Satan and his kingdom on the planet has imposed both a religious and commercial system.

The ephah - used in industry

The talent - used in commerce

The woman - the false religious system. Note 5.8a, this is the wickedness. The definite article is used.

The storks - these are agents of evil.

The ephah is taken back to Babylon for judgement.
8. The vision of the four chariots. Zechariah 6.1-8.

This depicts the judgement of the nations preparatory to the establishment of Messiah's kingdom.

Vs 1 the four chariots from between THE TWO MOUNTAINS. As the definite article is used, these can only refer to Mount Zion on which Jerusalem was built and the Mount of Olives. Depicted as mountains of brass - this corresponds to judgement.

The Valley of Jehoshaphat is the valley of judgement. Jehoshaphat means Jehovah judges.

Christ's first coming. Our Lord's presentation of Himself as the Messiah on Palm Sunday figured these same two mountains. Gethsemane was where our Lord sweat drops of blood. Thus, these two mountains at our Lord's first coming were involved in redemption and mercy. However, from the Mount of Olives, our Lord in Matthew 24, gave the dark warnings of His coming again in judgement. The Lord and the disciples were looking over the valley of Jehoshaphat when these predictions were made.

Christ's second coming -the same valley figures Zechariah 14.4, Joe13.14.

Verse 8 The vision of hope. The chariots to the north indicate the crushing of Babylon, that is Satan's world system.

Israel repents. Zechariah 12.10 
Israel is cleansed Zechariah 13.1.

The final snapshots of the kingdom.

1. Zechariah 14.9 The Lord shall be king over all the earth. This is the same Jesus who came the first time.

2. The nations keep the feast of tabernacles. 14.16-19

3. Israel in the place of blessing vs 20-21. There will be holiness on the bells of the horses.

All pots will be sacred. There will be no Canaanite, literally trafficker. At last, the temple will be the house of prayer for all nations.

Conclusion: this prophecy thus depicts the Day of the Lord in the broad sense.

The Last Prophet of the Old Testament - Malachi

The prophet majors on:

1. The love of God for Israel.

2. The sins of the priests rebuked.

3. The sins of the people rebuked.

4. The Day of the Lord. Malachi refers to the Day of the Lord in the broad sense in Chapter 4.1-3.

5. The promise and work of Elijah. Rev 11.3-12 makes reference to this. Elijah will be one of the two witnesses. Malachi speaks of union with the fathers. This of course relates back to the covenants God made with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob.

Thus, the Old Testament or the Old Covenant i.e., the Mosaic Covenant ends with a curse. The New Testament i.e., the New Covenant ends with a prayer for the Lord to return quickly and the promise of grace.

The period between the testaments.

The Old Testament closed with the prophet Malachi 397 BC. 
The birth of Messiah was sometime about 4 BC.

This period between the testaments has been referred to as the dark period of Israel's history.

Satan's strategy.

1. He knew of God's covenants with Israel.

2. He knew from Daniel 9 when Messiah would appear.

3. He knew for Messiah's kingdom to be established, it required:

a. a nation back in the land

b. a ruling body capable of accepting Messiah as king under the terms of the Davidic Covenant.

c. A priesthood with temple sacrifices allowing the nation to be operating in accordance with the manner prescribed by a holy God.

Satan's attack came from several directions.

1. He endeavoured to scatter and corrupt the returnees under Zerrubbabel

2. He endeavoured to stop the temple building.

3. He endeavoured to disrupt and corrupt the priesthood.

4. He endeavoured to corrupt the ruling body of the Jews i.e., the Sanhedrin.

5. He managed to fill the Davidic throne with someone not in the Messianic line. 6. He set out to kill the seed of the woman.

Note again Satan's strategy - murder and lies.

NB Satan's attack was aimed at God's covenant promises.

NB Satan's activity through his agents increased dramatically during this period.

Satan infiltrated 3 groups 
1- Pharisees

2- Sadducees

3- Herodians

The priesthood - this included Pharisees and Sadducees.

The scribes included Pharisees.

NB these three groups were directly instrumental in our Lord's crucifixion.

The purpose of this section of the study:

1.To discover Satan's devices.
.

2. To discover how God preserved a remnant of true believers.

3. To discover how these same principles apply to believers of this dispensation.

Fact to be recognised:

God used the prophetic scriptures to CONVICT, PURIFY AND PRESERVE HIS PEOPLE.

This period is easily divided into six sections of periods.

1. Persian period 536-333 BC (remember Malachi was written in 397BC)

The Persian rule was largely a benevolent rule i.e., the decree of Cyrus in 536BC.

The return under Joshua and Zerubbabel in 526BC; Haggai and Zechariah were the instruments God used to speak to the remnant of almost 50,000 returnees.

It should be noted they were a changed people in that they left forever the idolatrous system.

The reasons the people were thus changed:

The prophetic Scriptures were fulfilled before their eyes.

The prophecy of Isaiah 45 was fulfilled in the edict made by Cyrus.

In Jeremiah there was the prediction of the 70 years captivity. This was fulfilled to the very year.

They would also know of the prayers of Daniel in chapter 9 of his prophecy.

Ezekiel- this prophet had underlined the curses that would come upon the people under the Mosaic agreement.

The emergence of the scribe and the synagogue.

Some scholars feel that this evolves from Ezra (see Nehemiah 8.1-8).

Also see our Lord's and Paul's use of the synagogue.

NB The remnant was back in the land and were a changed people. THIS WAS DUE TO THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES.

Satan's attack against the Scriptures.

Satan used the scribe who commenced to add to God's Word.

They produced the Talmud. These writings relate to every detail of life.

Two parts were produced - the Mishnah ( the oral law) and the Gemara ( this was a commentary on the oral law.) These writings took precedence to the Scriptures see Jesus' comments on this Matt 5.1-9. This led to the establishment of the Pharisees. The word means separated. They were the separatists of the nation.

At the time of our Lord, there would be about 6,000 Pharisees, but they had a huge influence on the nation.

2. The Greek period - 333-323BC.

In some respects, this lasted from 333-63 BC, the commencement of the Roman period. This was known as the Hellenistic period. At the Battle of Issus, Alexander the Great commenced his world rule. In 332 BC, when Tyre fell to Alexander, Jerusalem was in mortal danger. Zechariah 9.1,8 refer to this period. The nation was to watch Alexander the Great, but it was really God's hand that was directing this great general. Flavious Josephus has an interesting comment on this when Alexander arrived in Jerusalem, they read to him Daniel 8.1-8. He recognised himself in this prophecy and from then on treated the Jews well.

3. The Greeko/Egyptian Period 323-204BC.

Daniel 8.8 speaks of the great horn, that is, Alexander, which was broken off and from which 4 notable horns came. Daniel 8.21-22 speaks of these four horns. They turned out to be four generals of Alexander. 1- Ptolemy-Soter who took over Egypt. 2 - Lysimachus 3 ​ Cassander 4 - Selenus. The first and the last of the generals figure in Israel's prophecy. Ptolemy Philadelphus (285-247BC) was a scholar and under his direction, the Septuagint was produced.

4. The Greek/Syrian period 204-166 BC.

This period was marked by the wars of the Ptolemies and the Seleucids.

These were known in Daniel as the kings of the north and the south.

Israel was literally between the anvil and the hammer.

This period figures in the prophetic scriptures in Daniel 11. This is the most detailed prophecy in the whole of Scripture. The blackest period of this time 175-166BC. This figured Antiochus IV of Epiphanies

Onias III was the last of the Zadokian line of priests see 1 Samuel 2.27-36 and 3.11-14. This was the only authorised line of priests to provide worship in the millennial temple. Thus, Satan had him disposed. Antiochus polluted the temple, offered a swine on the altar and erected an idol to Jupiter Olympus.

The prophetic Scriptures for this period:

Daniel11.21-35

Daniel 8.9-14. It should be noticed that God put on exact time limit on the desecration of the sanctuary. This was fulfilled to the very day. 


Daniel 8.23-25.

5. The Maccabean/Hasmonean period 166-63BC.

During this period, the land was under direct Jewish rule.

165BC - reconstruction and cleansing of the temple as predicted in Daniel 8. This is celebrated by the feast of Hannuka 25 Kislev on the Jewish calendar. Reference is made to this feast in John 20.22.
.

The founder of the Maccabean period was an aged priest Mattathias. It was developed by his son Judas Maccabees. In the Hebrew, his name meant the hammer. Many gave their lives fighting Antioch of Epiphanies and there was a period of incredible heroism.

135BC - John Hyrcanus became chief priest and ruler. This brought in the Hasmonean dynasty which lasted until 63BC.

The rise of the Sadducees.

The name seems to mean Zadokites. They may have assumed a Divine right to rule alleging that they were from the line of Zadok.

Theologically, they were liberal and did not believe in resurrection, angels, etc. They only accepted the Pentateuch.

They formed a social clique.

They were the ruling class and were extremely wealthy.

They had a deep hatred for the Pharisees.

The Sadducees were in power at the time of our Lord. Annas and his son-in-law Caiaphas were high priests and Sadducees see. also Acts 5.17..

They were directly responsible for our Lord's crucifixion see Luke 3.2, John 11.49, 18.13​ 14,24; 19.15, Mark 15.11

However, not all the priests were Sadducees - see Zachariah, John the Baptist's father.

6. Roman period commencing 63 BC.

The last period of the Hasmonean dynasty was marked with intrigue and bloodshed. The death rotes of the Hasmonean period were marked by two brothers who were in contention ​ Hyrcanus and Aristobulus.

Antipater who was father of Herod the Great supported Hyrcanus and managed to get Rome to support him.

Pompey invaded Israel and actually entered the Holy of Holies. This was the commencement of the Roman period.

Antipater's son, Herod the Great, was crowned king of the Jews in 40BC. He was an Edomite. .

The rise of the Herodian party see Matthew 22.16, Mark 3.6 and 12.13.

Herod the Great built the temple which was there in the time of our Lord and was one of the wonders of the world. He built a Greek theatre. Herod, however, was mad. It was said that one was safer to be Herod's sow than a son.

Satan was behind all of these manoeuvres.

Satan knew that he had to attempt to destroy the seed of the woman i.e., Messiah Jesus. The Pharisees, the ritualists, added to God's Word.

The Sadducees, the rationalists, subtracted from God' s Word.

The Herodians were secularists and despised God's Word.

Herod who was sitting on David's throne as an Edomite knew enough of the Scriptures that if Jesus were Messiah he would lose the throne. For this reason, he tried to murder the Messiah.

The priesthood tried to destroy Messiah Jesus because they realised they were not of the Zadokian line.

God had His remnant.

Some were as follows:

Anna, Simeon, Zachariah, Elisabeth, Mary, Joseph, the wise men, the shepherds. These people were true to God because THEY BELIEVED THE PROPHETIC SCRIPTURES.
The Mediatorial Kingdom in the New Testament.

1. Remember the foundation 1 Timothy 1.17

2. Remember the promise Genesis 3.15

3. Remember the covenants with Israel Genesis 12.1-3, etc.

Messiah Jesus' rights to Rulership under the terms of the promises and the covenants. Matthew 1.1 This a record of the genealogy of the Messiah Jesus the son of David and the son of Abraham.

Facts to be noted.

I. Jesus is Abraham's seed - Galatians 3.16 Thus, Jesus is the fulfilment of the promise in Gen 3.15 and the fulfilment of the Abrahamic covenant.

2. The son of David - thus a fulfilment of the Davidic covenant. The problem of the blood curse (Jeremiah 36.30-31) This problem was overcome through the virgin birth and it was for this reason that Joseph had to marry Mary in order to restore the regal rights that came through the Davidic line.

3. For this reason, the circumstances of Jesus' birth were explained in detail. Matthew 1.18-25. The passage in Luke 3.23-38 gives Mary's genealogy through Nathan, a son of David, and then back to Adam indicating that Jesus is Son of Man.

4. The facts of Scripture prove Jesus the Son of God and the Son of Man - with no sin nature and not under the blood curse. NB Always bear in mind that the covenants depend on God's faithfulness and were confirmed with an oath.

The official announcement of the Messianic king.

Malachi 4.1-6. Note the mention of Elijah.

Isaiah 4.3 "The voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord." In this passage, Elijah is not mentioned.

The problem here should be noted - Matthew however, is careful to quote from Isaiah 4.3 and not the Malachi scripture.

However, there had to be an official announcement to the nation of Israel.

The announcement by Gabriel. The announcement was made to Zachariah and Mary.

The announcement of John the Baptist - Luke 115-17 The passages in Isaiah 4.3 and Malachi 4.5-6 are referred to. The announcement of the coming of the Messiah Jesus Luke 1.31-33.

Five points were mentioned:
..

1.) Jesus (Joshua i.e., Jehovah saves)

2.) Son of the Highest - this makes reference to the title Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth see Gen 14.19.

3.) Would be given the throne of his father David. This makes reference to the Davidic covenant. .

4.) Messiah Jesus would have an eternal throne over the house of Jacob and Israel.

5.) Of Messiah's kingdom there will be no end.
.

Thus there is clear evidence of the covenants being fulfilled through Messiah Jesus.

The message of John the Baptist. Matthew 3.1-3

There were 2 features

1.) Repent - the Hebrew word is metanoeo and means to have another mind.

2.) For the kingdom of heaven is at hand. No description was given of this kingdom and it can only mean the kingdom as prophesied in the Old Testament see Daniel 2.44, 7.13​14, 7.23-27.

The kingdom was at hand in the person of Messiah Jesus.

3.) They were baptised with the Holy Spirit.. This makes reference to regeneration. Rom 6.4, CoI2.12, Eph 4.5 1 Cor 1.30. 4.) Messiah Jesus will baptise with fire. This makes reference to judgement. This judgement is explained Matthew 3.12.

These announcements relate to the Lord's first and second coming. The kingdom of heaven was near. In other words, it was being offered to the nation of Israel.

The message of Messiah Jesus Matthew 4.17

Again, the Lord's message was to repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Thus, Jesus' message was the same as John's.

The message of the twelve disciples Matthew 10.5-8.

Three features should be noted:

1.) they were to preach the message only to Israel.

2.) they were to proclaim the kingdom of heaven at hand. 
3.) they were empowered to perform miracles.

The message of the seventy Luke 10.1-12.
They were sent only to Israel to proclaim the kingdom of heaven has come near unto you.

Summary:

1. The message was not the gospel of grace i.e. Paul's gospel see 1 Cor 15.3-4, Romans

2.16. Proof of this is Peter's confession in Matthew 16.21-23. Peter confessed that

Jesus was the Messiah but denied the cross.

2. The message was the good news of the covenanted kingdom. It should be recalled that this was promised to Israel. .

3. The accomplishment of the promise was contingent upon the repentance of Israel as a nation.
The message was authenticated by miraculous signs.

The Old Testament prophecies had indicated vast changes in the coming of the kingdom. The following are examples:
Old Testament



New Testament

Weather

Isaiah 30.23-26



the storm stilled. Luke 8.22-25.

the animal world
Hosea 2.18, Is l 1.6-8


Matt. 21.7 the Lord was able to ride an

animal that had not been broken in. 
Physical disease and deformity

Isa 35.5-6, Is 33.24 Malachi 1.8

Matthew 15.29-31

Death


Is. 65.22



John 11.43 Lazarus come forth.

Hunger


Isa 40.10-11



Luke 9.16-17.

Ecclesiastical

Ps 48.1-2, Is 56.7


Matt 21.12-14.

Summary: It will be seen by these Scriptures that the offer of the kingdom presented to Israel was confirmed by miraculous signs in accordance with Old Testament prophecy. Thus, the kingdom was at hand in the person of the King.

The offer was refused by the nation.

This was foreseen in Scripture

Dan 9.26. After 483 years shall Messiah be cut off and have nothing, that is, will not have the kingdom.
John 1.11 He came unto His own, that is Israel, and His own received Him not.

Important factors connected with the refusal of the King.

1. The proclamation was linked inseparably with the King i.e., Mark 1.15.

2. The gospel of the kingdom was announced to ISRAEL ALONE. see Matthew 15.24 Jesus indicated that He was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel i.e., Jacob's people. NB This had to be to fulfil the covenant promises.

3. The preaching of the kingdom demanded a decision FROM ISRAEL

NB repent, believe, receive, confess, follow. See Matthew 12.30; 6.24.

4. The decision had to be a NATIONAL decision.

Remember the covenants were made with Israel as a nation thus, there had to be one high priest, one temple, one altar, one royal family, one central city - Jerusalem.

The opposition commenced at the beginning of Christ's ministry

John 2.13-25. This was the first cleansing of the temple.

Remember, Christ must reign from the temple see Psalm 48.1-2. The sides of the north make reference to the actual temple area in the new Jerusalem.

The opposition to the good news of the kingdom grew to a definite crisis.

1. Mark 3.21 The friends and relatives of Jesus tried to apprehend Him. The charge was that He was beside Himself.

2. The people in general opposed Him. Matthew 11.16_24.

BUT the offer was still available see Matthew 11.28-30.

3. The religious leaders of Israel, Matthew 23.22 records they sat in Moses' seat.

The crisis see Matthew 12.23-33 and Mark 3.22-30 They asked a rhetorical question, is this the son of David? And the expected answer was no.

The charge made was that Messiah was in league with the Devil and demonic powers see vs 24.

NB Messiah Jesus confirmed the fact of Satan's kingdom (vs 26) in opposition to the kingdom on offer. Thus, the basis of the rejection was that Jesus was in league with hell. Thus, Jesus' regal credentials were denied and they made the statement, "we will not have this man to rule over us." .

The final blaspheme - this was against the Holy Spirit. Matthew 12.31-32.

Note the following 3 points:

1. The Father sent the Son to provide forgiveness under the terms of the New Covenant. 2. Thus, only in the Son can forgiveness be provided.

3. The nation refused the evidence of the Holy Spirit.

Note: They did this as a nation, thus, there could be no further forgiveness.

The temporary setting aside of Israel.

God would now bring upon Israel judicial blindness.

The Lord's use of parables.

Matthew 13.10-13. The purpose of the parables was to reveal the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. The Greek work musterion.

This concept carries three features:

1. That which can only be made known through Divine revelation

2. The revelation can only be made at a time appointed by God.

3. It can only be understood by those illuminated by the Holy Spirit.

Musterion therefore, makes reference to a truth revealed.
.

The problem with Old Testament prophecies regarding the kingdom.

The difficulty was with the timing of the Lord's first and second comings. See 1 Peter 1.11. Thus, the parables were the commencement of the judicial blindness brought upon Israel on account of Israel's refusal of the offer of the kingdom. See Matthew 13 .10-11 and especially verse 12 only to those who have more will be given.

The thrust of the parables.
1. That the offer would be refused by Israel.

2. That the king would be absent for an indeterminate period.

3. That wickedness would increase until the end of the age.

4. That the king would return after an indeterminate period to bring judgement and kingdom blessings.

Note the order of events in Matthew.

Chapter 12 -the accusation that Messiah Jesus was in league with the devil.

Chapter 13.1-23 The parables of the mystery of the kingdom. The parable of the soil was explained 13.19 as when one heareth the word of the kingdom.

Thus, there is proof that the parables concerned primarily Israel's reaction to the offer of the kingdom.

Summary:

The Matthew account details seven mysteries related to the kingdom

1. The sower 13.1-21 only a remnant would believe, but the offer would be refused.

2. The tares among the wheat 13.24-30,36-43 this indicates the Satanic activity during the king's absence and the judgements that would come at the end of the age.

3. The mustard seed 13.31-32 this suggests the increase in an outward, but false religious system.

4. The leaven 13.33-35 the increase of wickedness until the end of the age.

5. The hidden treasure 13.44 this refers to Israel being set aside.

6. The pearl 13.45-46 this makes reference to the church i.e., formed slowly over a period of time. .

7. The dragnet 13.47-51 the saved and lost and end time judgements.

The necessity to teach these truths see Matthew 13 .52. The good scribe must teach both the old and the new.

Christ's disclosure of the church The pearl Matthew 13.45-46.

See Matthew 16.13-20

The church was not seen by the Old Testament prophets. The church can only be seen in type in the Old Testament i.e., Adam and Eve see Gen 1.26. Let them have dominion.

The keys of verse 19. Peter represents the church. The keys indicate authority, but this will be future i.e., the keys of the kingdom of heaven. See Is 22.20-25 This is another disclosure of the church being the bride of Christ, reigning with Christ in the millennial kingdom.

Remember, Jesus is never described as the king of the church, only the king of Israel and king of the nations. The reason for this is that the church is the bride.

At this stage, the Lord declares His suffering, death and resurrection. 
See Matt 16.21 NB from that time forth.

But this event will not change God's ultimate kingdom programme. See Matthew 16.27.

The Lord gave a preview of the kingdom age. Matthew 16.28 -17.1-9

Note those present: 
Elijah representing the raptured saints,

Moses representing those raised from the dead the disciples representing those mortal bodies.

Above all is the glorified Lord.

Peter recognised the significance of the Feast of Tabernacles vs 4

The Lord's intimation that the Kingdom is no longer AT HAND.

Luke 19.11-27. The parable of the ten pounds and the postponed kingdom. N.B. the time of this pronouncement. Luke 19.28

The Lord's offer of Himself as the King of the Messianic Kingdom. 
The Lord's journey to Jerusalem took five months. .

The Preparation for the King's Presentation.

1. 70 sent to the towns where Jesus would visit. Luke 10.1

2. The twelve apostles preached the coming of the kingdom. The 70 preached the coming of the king.

3. The presentation had to be in Jerusalem.

4. The rulers had to be available for a decision (Passover).

5. The presentation had to be at a specific time - see Daniel 9.25.

6. The presentation had to be in a specific way - see Zechariah 9.9

The Royal Entrance into Jerusalem

Remember the time sequence.

7 Nisan

4 April 32 
Jesus arrives in Bethany

Saturday evening - 5 April 
Jesus in the home of Simon the leper (John 12.1-11) 
Those present at the meal:

Mary, Martha, Lazarus. Mary and the spikenard - .5 of a litre. 
This event caused Judas to betray Jesus.

NB the crowds in Jerusalem

1. From the publication of the seventy.

2. From the Passover celebration.

9 Nissan
Sunday, 6 April 32 AD

The Time Daniel 9.24-27 Predicted to the exact day, i.e.,. 69 weeks of years of 360 days.

The Commandment. Artaxexes.


14 March 445 BC - 6 April AD 32

173,880 days

483 years of 360 days

Luke 19.42 "If thou hadst known, even thou, at least IN THIS THY DAY, THE THINGS WHICH BELONG UNTO THY PEACE! BUT NOW they are hid from thine eyes."

The Circumstances 
Zechariah 9.9 - First Coming

Matthew 21.1-11 and Luke 19.3 7 -40

1. Two animals -- Ass and Colt

2. HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID

3. The Pharisees tell Jesus to rebuke His disciples. (previously, Jesus would have done so.)
.

4. Jesus replies that if they held their peace, the stones would cry out.

N.B. Matthew didn't quote Zechariah 9.10 which refers to Christ's Second Coming.

The Cleansing of the Temple

This is to be the place of Messiah's throne. Psalm 48. 1-2, Ezekie1 40-48 Matthew 21.12-13 - a miraculous act.

THEN

The New Series of Kingdom Parables - Seven in total.

First three were told to the rulers who challenged Jesus' authority - Matthew 21.45 
1. The two sons. Matthew 21.28-32

2. The wicked husbandmen. Matthew 21.33-41,43

3. The Kings' marriage feast. Matthew 22.1-14

The next four were told to His disciples - Matthew 24.3 - and concerned ISRAEL 
1. The fig tree. Matthew 24.32-35

2. The faithful and unfaithful servants. Matthew 24.43-51

3. The ten virgins. Matthew 25.1-13 - Where is the Bride? This will be revealed later and has regard to the Church.

4. The talents. Matthew 25.14-30

THEN

The Judgement Prior to the Setting up of the Millennial Kingdom 
Matthew 25.31-46

Remember -
1. in verse 31 - we will come with Christ

2. These have come out of the seven years of tribulation.

3. They will enter the Kingdom in mortal bodies.

4. Only those entering the kingdom will be saved.

Our Lord's discourses with His disciples on end time events.

See Matthew 24-25, Mark 13, Luke 21

The Matthew account

The Lord's statements:

1. Jerusalem's desolation. Matthew 23.37-38

2. His departure. Matthew 23.39

3. The destruction of the Temple. Matthew 24.1-2

These statements gave rise to some questions from the disciples.

1. When shall these things be? Matthew 24.3

2. What shall be the sign when these things are about to come to pass? Luke 21.7 .

3. What shall be the sign of Thy Coming? Matthew 24.3

4. What shall be the sign of the end of the age? Matthew 24.3

These can be reduced to two areas ​

1. The judgement upon Jerusalem

2. The return of Christ to consummate the age.

1. The Destruction of Jerusalem.

Luke 21.12-24. This is a parenthesis within end time events.

NB Commences (verse 12) ''But before all this" i.e., end time events.

And ends "Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled."

THUS - the first question is answered.

2. The Return of Christ and Consummation of the age

Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21 (save verses 12-24)

These passages deal with Daniel's 70th week - The Great Tribulation - and the Return of Christ. .

This time is covered in Revelation chapters 4-19.

The Lord's last words to the disciples

Matthew 26.26-30

1. The intimation of the New Covenant in Christ's blood. Verse 28 
2. The intimation of the celebration to take place in the kingdom.

The Fulfilment of the FIRST THREE feasts of Israel.

1. Passover
14 Nisan
11 April AD 32 3pm - crucifixions

2. Unleavened Bread 15 Nisan
12 April 32

3. First Fruits
16 Nisan
13 April 32 – Resurrection
Resurrection 1 Cor 15.23, Matthew 27.52-53

THE FIRST ASPECT OF THE CRUSHING OF SATAN'S HEAD COMPLETED.

Remember God's requirements in history.

1. He must make humans spiritually alive again - a new nature.

2. God must abolish death i.e., decay in man's body, disease, deformity, hazards, accidents, violence. Resurrect dead bodies.

3. God must cause man to govern present earth as intended.

4. God must resolve a perfect environment.

5. God must transfer humans from Satan's kingdom to God's kingdom. Acts 26.18

All - accomplished at FIRST COMING 
But 1 and 5 - are experienced now 
2,3 and 4 - will be experienced at the Lord's return. Romans 8.22-23

Our Lord's present session - At the Father's Right Hand. Ephesians 1.20-23

The Absence of the King

This had been disclosed in parables - but now the Lord is more explicit. 
1. The Lord's instructions regarding the kingdom. Acts 1.3

2. . The urgent question. Acts 1.6

3. The Lord's answer - not to know the TIMES OR SEASONS. 4. The promise of power to witness. Acts 1.8

5. The promise of Christ's return. Acts 1.11. see John 14

The Feast of Pentecost

The establishment of the NEW COVENANT

Remember the blessings of the new covenant. .

1. Regeneration. Jeremiah 31.32-34, Ezekiel 36.26-27 
2. Forgiveness of sins. Jeremiah 31.34, Ezekiel 36.25 
3. The indwelling Holy Spirit. Ezekie136.27

These are experienced NOW.

4. A universal knowledge of Jehovah among the people of Israel. Jeremiah 31.3 9 
5. Obedience. Jeremiah 32.39-40, Ezekiel 36.27; 37.23-24

6. National blessings.

These last 3 are established at Christ's return.

The offer of the kingdom to Israel renewed.

1. The sign to Israel. Acts 2.6

See Isaiah 28.11-12. See also I Corinthians 14.21-22 In these verses, Israel is in View.

2. The offer stated. Acts 3.19-21

3. The offer refused. Acts 7.54-60 NB verse 56

4. The gospel opened to the Gentiles (after the death of Stephen). Acts 11.19-22 
5. The last three feasts of Israel delayed. See Acts 5.32-37

Israel set aside. Romans 11.7-12 .

Thus: 
1. Jerusalem and the Temple are destroyed. 

2. Israel is scattered.

Luke 21.20-24

But first - God's disciplinary procedure.

The announcement to be made in JERUSALEM and ROME

NB The Previous Desolations

Jeremiah 25.9-11 Announced in

JERUSALEM - 70 years duration

BABYLON - Jeremiah 29.1-2, 10-14

NB 70 years duration

The Present Desolations

Matthew 23.37-29 - No time limit

BUT "Till ye shall say blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord."~ i.e., no relief from present desolations until Israel repents.

The announcement in JERUSALEM.

Acts 22.21

The announcement in ROME.


Acts 28.25-29

See Romans 11.25-32

Verse 29 - for the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.

AND FOR US

The Church - The Bride of Christ

Not in Old Testatment prophecy - BUT seen in types.

Eve - from Adam's riven side.

Let THEM have dominion. Genesis 1.26 i.e., The Church (bride of Christ) will rule with Christ.

Rebekah - Genesis 24

Ruth

First Mention - Matthew 16.18

Revelation through Paul. Ephesians 3.1-6

1. The composition of the Church.

All who call on the name (nature) of the Lord. Romans 3.21-26. Romans 10.12-13

2. The church's location.

In all the world (Satanic world system) - But not of it. John 17.16,18

In Christ. Ephesians 1.3

3. The Church's commission.

Preach the word. Romans 10.13-17

4. The Church's Resources.

The Holy Spirit. John 14.16-20

FIVE WORKS - FIVE SYMBOLS

- from Wilmington's guide to the Bible 
a. Regeneration. John 1.12-13; John 3.3

SYMBOL: The Good Shepherd and His Sheep. 


John 10.11 
Good Shepherd
(past - Justification)

Hebrews 13.20 
Great Shepherd
(present - Sanctification)

1 Peter 5.4 -
Chief Shepherd
(future -Glorification)

b. Baptised. Romans 6.1-4

SYMBOL: The Vine and the Branches. John 15.1-5; 1 Corinthians 1.30 
(1) Abide

(2) Bear (not produce) fruit

(3) Recognise our ONL Y VALUE IS IN BEARING MUCH FRUIT. See Ezekiel 15

(4) Recognise the need for pruning.

c. Indwelt. 1 Corinthians 6.19-20; Ephesians 3.17

SYMBOL: The Head and the Body. Romans 12.4-5; 1 Corinthians 6.15; 1 Corinthians 12.12, 13,27; Ephesians 4.4; Ephesians 5.30; Colossians 1.18

Be in subjection to the Head.

(1) Experience unity with the Head.

(2) Work in glad service for the Head.

(3) Take direction from the Head.

d. Sealed. Ephesians 1.13

SYMBOL: Bridegroom and Bride. 2 Corinthians 11.2; Ephesians 5.25​32; Revelation 21.9.

Christ's love for the Church is:

(1) Unconditional

(2) Unbounded

(3) Unknowable

(4) Unmerited and Undeserved

(5) Unequalled and Unparalleled

e. Filled. Ephesians 5.18; Ephesians 3.19

COMMAND - "Be being filled."

SYMBOL: The Cornerstone and the Living Stones.

Ephesians 2.19-22 ("An habitation of God through the Spirit"). See 2 Chronicles 7.1-3

Romans 12.1 - THEN The Glory

5. The Church's Hope. John 14.1-3, 1 Thessalonians 4.15-18

The immanency of this HOPE. John 21.18-23

6. The Church's Destiny.

Ephesians 1.5 - Son placing

Ephesians 1.18 - "The riches of the glory of HIS INHERITANCE -IN THE SAINTS." .

The History of the Church from PENTECOST TO THE RAPTURE

Satan's attack against the Church

The differences between the Church and Israel.

Israel - centralised worship in Jerusalem symbolised by a united seven-branch candlestick - Menorah.

It will be thus in the Millennium. See Zechariah 4.1-7

Church - seven separate candlesticks. Revelation 1.12-13, 19-20

NB The messengers (angels) are in God's right hand.

THUS: The message of the church will never fail.

BUT: There is a failure of the church's testimony and witness.

Israel set aside ​

Now - The Church is God's vehicle for testimony and witness. 
Thus - Satan must attack the Church.

Remember Satan's method - Murder and Lies.

Satan's Method

1. Murder. This will be seen in the Church at Sardis.

2. Lies. Remember:

(1) God has made covenants with Israel to bring in an everlasting kingdom.

(2) Israel has been temporarily set aside.
.

(3) The Church is to be gathered OUT of Satan's kingdom (pilgrims, Strangers). The completion of the Church will culminate in the RAPTURE i.e., The bride taken OUT of this world system.

(4) The Mosaic System was set aside at Calvary; The New Covenant was inaugurated at PENTECOST.

The Church exists under the terms of the NEW COVENANT. See the Lord's Table. 1 Corinthians 11.23-26 NB verse 25.

The Cup - The New Covenant in Jesus' blood.

1 Timothy 4.1-2 Doctrine of Demons

A. To revert to a works system. See Galatians and Romans 7 

B. To attack the covenants by confusing the Church with Israel. 
C. To wrongly divide the Word of Truth.

NB Satan's aim to confuse Scripture and inject THE LIE.

The Successive Ages of the Church From Pentecost to the Rapture

1. Ephesus. The Apostolic Church. AD 30_100 

Name means desirable. Revelation 2.1-7

Commendations:

(1) An evangelistic church

(2) A patient church

(3) A separated church

(4) An orthodox church

(5) A persecuted but persistent church


(6) A pure church - hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans

Condemnation:

Left its first love. Rev. 2.4 See John 17

2. Smyrna. The Martyrs' Church. AD 100-313 
Name means myrrh. Revelation.2.8-11

Commendation:
Suffered poverty and persecution.

Condemnation: None.

Between 100 and 313, there were 10 ROMAN PERSECUTIONS.

At least five million saints were killed. (At to day' s population, it would be well over 100 Million.)

AD 230 ORIGEN 
Read pagan philosophy. 
Anti-Semitic

Allegorised the covenants. 
Thus Satan's FIRST ATTACK - MURDER

BUT - The blood of the saints is the seed of the Church.

3. Pergamos. The Compromising Church. AD 314-590 
Name means marriage. Revelation 2.12-17

Events during this period.

Verse 13 Satan's throne in Pergamos.

(1) This was the BABYLONIAN CULT - Satanic false religion.

The city worshipped a living SERPENT

(2) AD 311 - Emperor Galerius edict granting toleration to church

AD 306 - Constantine made emperor

AD 313 - Edict of Toleration

It became fashionable to be a Christian.

AD 380 - Emperor Theodosius edict making Christianity the official religion.

(3) Marriage of Church with Babylonian cult.

Pagans swamped the Church.

Christianity made acceptable.

From Satan's false religions: 
The Mother and Child 
Pontifex Maximis 
Pergatory 
WORKS NOT FAITH

(4) Augustine (354-430)wrote City of God Incorporated ORIGEN

The church = Israel.

The Covenants changed.

State and church linked.

Satan's attack gained great success

(1) Satanic false religion was injected into the Church.

(2) The Old Testament covenants with Israel were set aside.

(3) A new Theology - the Church is the kingdom promised to Israel.

4. Thyatira.
AD 590-1517

Name means continual sacrifice. Revelation 2.18-29 The Period dominated by Roman Catholicism.

Verse 20 - The Woman Jezebel

(1) The O.T. counterpart-the pagan wife of Ahab. 1 Kings 16.28; 19.21

NB her aims - murder and lies.

(2) Teaching immorality and idolatry

(3) Will go through the Great Tribulation (not raptured) but spewed out. Her followers will suffer the second death (Great White Throne Judgement). The confirmation that the prophetic truths of the coming kingdom will be fulfilled. Rev. 2.26-27.

But God still had a remnant ​

But severely persecuted.

John Wycliffe (1324 - 1384) translated the New Testament into English. Sent out preachers - LOLLARDS

But Satan extinguished.

Satan fought every inch.

5. Sardis. The Reformation Church.
AD 1517 -1700

Name means remnant.
Revelation 3.1-6

"Thou hast a name that thou livest and art dead."

The Grand Recommencement

(1) Justification by faith alone.

(2) Pagan concept of human works for salvation - REJECTED

(3). The Priesthood of the Believer.

(4) The Bible - not the church- as the final authority for faith and practice.

The Failure of the Reformation

The embracing of Augustinian teaching ​ REJECTION of the Covenants to ISRAEL

Luther - originally Millinarian - Changed.

Anti-Semitic - Pig in church building

Hitler used doctrine to justify his actions.

NB Satan's attack on the Covenants.

6. Philadelphia. The Revival Missionary Church. AD 1700-1900 Name means brotherly love. Revelation 3.7-13

(1) An open door set for them and KEYS OF DAVID.

(2) The synagogue of Satan - say they are Jews but are not.

Could this make reference to Amillennialism?

(3) The blessed hope – "I come quickly."

This period recaptured pre-millennial teaching i.e., covenants. America - Jonathan Edwards 1703 - 1758

Britain - John and Charles Wesley 1703 - 1791

Wesley's class meetings.

The Brethren Movement

The Missionary Movement

William Carey
1761 - 1834
India

Judson
1788 - 1850
China

Hudson Taylor
China

D.L. Moody - Read Bible every year and over a two-week period.

During 1800 - 1900:

Societies to Jews

Missions

World Mission

Moody - the world a sinking ship ​ God's life boat - Christ Jesus

Bible colleges - pre-millennial, believed covenants.

FIRST WORLD WAR.

11 December 1917 General Allenby - dismounted from his horse and walked through the Jaffa Gate. He recognised the event as a momentous occasion.

The Prophetic Witness Movement

Formed by F.B. Meyer, Campbell Morgan and church leaders. Proposition: The Time of the Gentiles was coming to a close.

SECOND WORLD WAR.

The closing years of the war was marked by sensationalism in preaching. Hitler was equated to Antichrist. Prophetic teaching was brought into disrepute.

SATANIC ATTACK

NOW - Church reverted to Augustinian teaching in many Bible colleges and churches.

NB - The effect - DEVASTATING

7. Laodicean Church.
The Worldly Church
AD 1900 - Rapture

Name means peoples' rights or judgement of the people. Revelation 3.14-22

Attitude - "We can all have our own opinion of Scripture interpretation."

What Jesus says of Himself.

This relates to the covenants.

(1) The Faithful and True Witness.
.

The Question - Is God going to go back on the covenants made with Israel?

(2) The beginning of the Creation of God. i.e., The Ruler of God's Creation.

This looks on to the Millennial reign.

This rule will be brought about through the covenants with Israel.

God's Condemnation:

Verse 17 What they thought they were: rich, increased in goods - in need of nothing THUS: dependency on a WORKS SYSTEM.

They were oblivious to their real position before God i.e., "wretched, miserable, poor, blind, naked."

Verse 18 They were to seek God's provision.

Verse 17 - OLD COVENANT LIVING 
Verse 18 - NEW COVENANT LIVING 
See Romans 7 and 8

Peter's declaration of the Last Days in the Light of the Covenant Promises

2 Peter 3.3-7

1. The scoffers regarding the covenant promises to the FATHERS - Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (mainly theological scoffers). 
2. The Covenant promises will be fulfilled.2 Peter 3.8-9 
3. The Covenant promises will have their final fulfilment in the Eternal State. 2 Peter 3.10

Summary of the Church Age

The Absent King

There is NO KINGDOM on earth as envisaged in Old Testament prophecy.

The Parallel- David. 1 Samuel 16.1-3

David was the anointed King ​

But Saul occupied the throne even though his rule had been abrogated. 1 Sam.15.28 David gathered around debtors (same as lost sinners). 1 Sam. 22.2

David was a fugitive

David's second anointing (same as our Lord's Second Coming). 2 Sam. 2.4; 5.3 
The absent king, like David, is providing amnesty.

The Teachings of the Epistles of the Church and the Kingdom

The Church commenced at Pentecost. 1 Cor. 12.13

The Church is completed at the Rapture. 1 Thess. 4.13-18

The church period is an INTRIM period - TILL HE COME. 1 Cor. 4.5; 11.26, Phil. 1.6, 1 Tim. 6. 14

Period of

humiliation





Phil. 3.21

testing






James 1.12

trouble and persecution




2 Cor. 4.8-9

suffering and groaning




Rom. 8.18-23

patient endurance




James 5.7-11

refining and perfecting




James 1.2-4

unceasing labour




1 Cor. 3.8-15

agonising conflict




1 Tim. 6.12,2 Tim. 4.7

unrelenting struggle towards a goal beyond this age
Phil. 3.12-14

a walk by faith





2 Cor. 5.7

living in hope





Romans 8.24-25

enduring hardship as good soldiers


2 Tim. 2.3

looking not at what is seen, but at what is unseen

2 Cor. 4.18

The Kingdom in Revelation

The fulfilment of the covenants climaxing in the establishment of the New Covenant

The Basic Outline

Revelation 1.19 - the outline is revealed in this verse.

1. Introduction. Revelation 1.1-8

2. "The things which thou hast seen" i.e., the person of Christ. Rev. 1.9-20

3. "The things which are" the possessions of Christ i.e., the Church Rev. 2.1-3.22 (a) Ephesus 2.1-7

(b) Smyrna 2.8-11

(c) Pergamos 2.12-17

(d) Thyratira2.18-29

(e) Sardis 3.1-6

(f) Philadelphia 3.7-13

(g) Laodicia 3.14-22

4. "The things which shall be hereafter" The Programme of Christ Rev. 4.1-22,29

(a) Heavenly scene
4.1-5.14

(b) Seven seals
6.1-8.1

(c) Seven trumpets
8.2-11.19

(d) Important persons 12.1-14.20 
(e) Seven bowls
15.1-16.21

(f) Two Babylons
17.1-18.24

(g) Final visions
19.1-22.5

(h) Conclusion
22.6-21
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FINAL EVENTS

Heaven's Hallelujah Chorus - Revelation 19.1-6

AFTER THESE THINGS i.e., the judgements culminating in the destruction of Satan's kingdom - Babylon.

Verse 6 - THE LORD GOD OMNIPOTENT REIGNETH

The Marriage of the Lamb - Revelation 19.7-10

"Blessed are they who are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb."

The Glorious Appearing of our Great God and Saviour - Jesus Christ ​Revelation 19.11-16

Verse 11
Heaven opened - FAITHFUL AND TRUE i.e., the Covenant​ keeping God KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS

Zechariah 14 see verse 5 "and the Lord my God shall come and all the saints with Thee."

This is the "Great and Terrible Day of the Lord."

The Announcement and Execution of the Beast and False Prophet and Armies. - Revelation 19.17-21

The beast and false prophet taken -- THE FIRST INMATES OF HELL These were men (But see Matthew 25.41)

The armies slain - all the damned must wait the White Throne Judgement.

The l000-Year Incarceration of Satan - Revelation 20.1-3

During this period, Satan will not deceive the nations.

(The Millennium will prove the sinfulness of man's heart without Satanic influence.)

The Judgement of Mortals Entering the Kingdom - Revelation 20.4-6See Matthew 25.31-46 
The intimation of the first and second resurrection.

Satan's Final Rebellion and Punishment - Revelation 20.7-10

NB Satan is the first angelic being to experience hell - and it is eternal.

The Final Judgement of the Lost - Revelation 20.11-15 

The Great White Throne Judgement

Chapter 21

1. The New Heaven (verse 1) 
2. The New Earth (verse 1)

3. The New Jerusalem (verse 2) 
4. New People (verses 3-8)

The Lamb's Wife - verses 9-21

The Holy Jerusalem

THUS: The church will eternally be linked with the Holy City - New Jerusalem.

5. The New Temple (verse 22)

The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
6. The New Light (verses 23-27) 
7. The New Paradise (22.1-7)

The Lord's Last Message to the Church - Revelation 22.8-19 
Verse 10 - Seal NOT the sayings

Verse 12 - Behold, I come quickly

Verses 18-19 - The final warning - Don't Tamper with God's Word.

EVEN SO, COME, LORD JESUS - Revelation 22.20-21
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